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No.  201. 


in  assembly; 

February  8,  1830. 
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MESSAGE, 

From  the  Acting  Governor,  transmitting  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

aEWTMMBJr —  '  .' 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  the  annual  report 

>f  the  Adjutant-General. 

*E.  T.  THROOP. 
Albany,  February  8,  1880. 


Stats  of  Nbw-Yobk,  AiuorANT-GnimBAi.'s  On-ion, 
Albany,  February  2,  1830. 

HE— 

I  have  the  honor  herewith,  to  transmit  to  you  the  annual  return 
€  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New-York,  for  the  year  1829. 

I  am,  Sir,  «, 

Yourobt  serv't,  v 

N.  F.  BECK, 
Adjutant-General. 
His  Ex.  Gov.  THROOP. 
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Annual  return  of  companies  of  Cavalry  and  Artillery 
attached  to  the  different  brigades  of  Infantry  for 
inspection,  in  the  year  1829. 
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COMPANY  OFFICERS. 


Commissioned. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Horse  artillery, 1788 

Cavalry, 6103 

Artillery, 11469 

Infantry,  (including  light  infantry  and  riflemen,) 164872 

Companies  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  attached  to  infantry 

for  inspection, 4003 

Total, 188175 

Total  according  to  returns  for  1828, 172293 

Increase, 15882 
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No.  202. 

IN  SENATE, 

February  25,  1830. 


» 


I 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Matthew  Gregory,  Isaiah  Townsend,  Si- 
meon De  Witt  and  others, 

Mr.  Woodward,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Gregory,  Isaiah  Townsend, 

*  Simeon  De  Witt  and  others,  praying  for  an  act  incorporating  them 
and  their  associates  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  citizens  of  Al- 
bany with  pure  and  wholesome  water, 

•  • 

RbPOETBI)  AS  FOLLOWS,  TO  WIT  : 

That  your  committee  ham  had  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  are  satisfied  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  memorial  are  true, 
and  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted.  The  act  of  the 
seventeenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  re- 
ferred la  in  the  memorial,  incorporating  the  persons  therein  named, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city  of  Albany  with  water,  does 
not  seem  to  your  committee  to  confer  on  that  company  the  exclusive 
right  or  privilege  of  supplying  the  citizens  of  Albany  with  water,  so 
as  to  inhibit  the  legislature  from  incorporatipg  another  company  for 
the  same  purpose;  but  if  that  construction  shall  be  contended  for, 
your  committee  is  of  opinion*  that  there  has  been  a  failure  to  a  very- 
great  extent  on  the  part  of  that  company,  in  supplying  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  city  with  water ;  all  that  part  of  the  city  lying  west  of 
Eagle-street,  and  a  number  of  lots  east  of  that  street,  have  never 
been  furnished  with  water*  The  preamble  to  that  act,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, states,  that  "  certain  persons  had  associated  for  supplying 
the  city  of  Albany  and  its  neighborhood  with  water,  and  for  that 
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purpose  prayed  to  be  incorporated."  If  then  the  object  held  out 
by  the  applicants,  of  supplying  the  whole  city  of  Albany  with  wa- 
ter, induced  the  legislature  to  make  the  grant,  the  supplying  a  part 
only  of  the  city  is  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  company  of  perform- 
ing their  part  of  the  grant — for  it  must  be  admitted,  that  if  that  act 
is  to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  an  exclusive  privilege  or  mono- 
poly to  the  company,  it  was  granted  on  the  representation  set  forth 
in  the  petition,  and  briefly  recited  in  the  preamble,  of  supplying  the 
whole  city  with  water,  and  not  merely  a  portion  of  it.  Nor  is  it 
just  and  equitable  on  the  part  of  the  company  created  by  that  act, 
to  supply  the  lower  put  of  the  city  with  water,  and  which  is  the 
least  expensive,  and  leave  the  citizens  of  the  other  part  to  supply 
themselves  at  a  much  greater  expense,  or  do  without  water.  It  is 
now  twenty-eight  years  since  that  act  was  passed,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  city  remains  yet  unsupplied.  Your  committee  have  pre- 
pared a  bill,  and  directed  their  chairman  to  introduce  the  same. 
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No,  203. 

IN  SENATE/ 

February  24,  1830. 

\ 

i^— — — — — — W— PW^— WMMPMBIffl^l^— ^WW^^WM 

REPORT 

*  • 

Of  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Insurance  Compa- 
panies,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Bank  for  Savings  in  the  city  af  New- York. 

Mr.  Allen,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  insurance  companies, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  bank  for  savings  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  together  with  their  memorial,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  powers,  in  relation  to  the  investing  of  the  money  of 
depositor 


REPORTED  AS  VOUOW0,  TO  W|T  : 

That  it  appears,  the  institution  alluded  to,  was  incorporated  by 
the  Legislature  in  1819,  antt  has  npw  been  in  operation  more  than 
teV*  years ;  during  which  period,  they  have  received  in  deposits  from 
the  laboring  and  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  more  than  five 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  number  of  depositors  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1829,  was, 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven ;  and  the  amount 
of  funds  held  by  the  bank,  exceeded  two  miitions  qf  dollars.  A 
portion  of  this  money  is  vested  in  the  stocks  issued  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  and  of  this  state,  in  the  stock  issued  by  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  the  canal  stock  of  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

That  part  of  the  funds  invested  in  the  stocks  created  by  the 
Uuited  States,  has  been  principally  returned  to  the  corporation,  by 
the  liquidation  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  other  securities  in 
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•which  they  are  now  authorised  tt>  vest,  are  held  at  a  premium  so 
much  above  their  par  value,  that  the  trustees  find  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  place  their  funds  in  a  situation  that  will  enable  them  to  pay 
to  their  depositors  the  usual  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum ; 
and  unless  they  can  obtain  the  relief  they  seek,  it  is  feared,  the  inte- 
rest must  be  reduced  to  four  per  cent.,  and  perhaps  less ;  which  will 
operate  with  peculiar  hardship  upon  the  industrious  poor,  who  com- 
pose the  great  mass  of  depositors. 

In  order  to  avoid  this  result,  the  trustees  request  of  the  Legislature 
an  extension  of  their  powers,  that  will  enable  them  to  loan  on  any 
stock,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  of  either  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  pledged;  on  the  bonds  of  the  corporation  of  New- 
York;  cm  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  public  school  society; 
and  on  temporary  deposits  in  any  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

It  is  further  requested  by  the  ttpstees,  that  the  accountant  of  the 
bank  may  be  authorised  to  administer  oaths,  for  special  purposes  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  the  institution.  Many  of  the  depositors 
are  ignorant  and  illiterate  persons,  and  among  so  great  a  number  as 
twelve  or  thirteen  thousand  individuals,  it  cannot  be  thought  strange, 
that  attempts  to  deceive  the  officers  of  the  institution  should  occa- 
sionally be  resorted  to  by  some  of  them.  One  description  of  eases, 
which  frequently  occurs,  is  the  loss  of  the  deposit  books.  These  books 
are  used  as  vouchers,  to  be  produced  on  the  making  or  withdrawing 
of  the  deposits;  and  it  becomes  necessary  therefore,  in  many  cases, 
when  they  are  lost  or  mislaid,  and  new  books  requested,  that  the 
person  should  testify  to  the  fact.  The  only  test  of  personal  identity, 
within  the  power  of  the  trustees  to  demand  from  persons,  such  as 
has  been  described,  is  their  name,  occupation,  place  of  residence, 
and  nativity.  The  answers  to  these  queries  are  noted  in  a  book, 
and  whenever  application  is  made  for  a  new  voucher,  to  replace  that 
represented  as  lost,  or  for  the  withdrawal  of  a  deposit,  the  aforesaid 
questions  are  put  to  the  applicant,  and  if  his  answers  agree  with 
those  noted,  he  is  considered  as  the  proper  person  of  course  ;  but 
if  they  disagree,  in  any  particular,  the  oath  of  the  applicant  is  the 
only  remedy  left  for  ascertaining  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Instan- 
ces have  oecvrred,  where,  by  the  collusion  of  parties,  and  other  illicit 
means,  attempts  have  been  made  to  withdraw  deposits,  by  persons ' 
who  had  no  claim  to  them ;  and  although  the  instances  have  bee* 
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few  in  number,  or  (he  amount  great,  it  nevertheless  becomes  neces- 
sary to  guard  against  their  repetition. 

The  present  accountant  of  the  institution  formerly  held  an  ap- 
pointment as  commissioner,  with  authority  to  administer  oaths,  but 
omitted  to  apply  for  a  re-appointment  until  the  vacancies  were  all 
filled ;  and  it  has  appeared  proper,  therefore,  that  a  provision  should 
be  made  to  remedy  the  omission ;  otherwise  these  poor  people  will 
be  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  applying,  in  aU  the  cases  that 
tnay  occur,  to  a  commissioner,  whose  charge  for  preparing  a  state- 
ment of  facts,  and  taking  an  acknowledgment!  will  operate  unneces- 
sarily hard  upon  persons  of  small  means,  such  as  this  institution  is 
intended  to  foster  and  protect,  and  which  may  all  be  avoided  by 
granting  the  power  requested  by  the  trustees. 

The  trustees  of  this  institution  are  highly  respectable,  and  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  station  gratuitously  without  fee  or  reward, 
except  it  be  what  may  arise  from  a  conscious  satisfaction  of  having 
protected  the  savings  and  thrift  of  the  poor  from  destruction  and 
waste,  and  from  the  encouragement  they  are  affording  the  industrious 
and  frugal,  whose  want  of  experience  may  lay  them  open  to  the 
imposition  of  fraudulent  and  designing  men.  Having  no  personal 
interest  to  gratify,  and  being  aetuated  only  by  a  wish  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  humble  and  industrious  people,  who  entrust  their 
hard  earnings  to  their  care,  the  trustees,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, cannot  but  exercise  the  power  granted  them  with  proper 
discretion,  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  depositors. 

The  moral  effects  of  this  institution  upon  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  community,  must  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  paid  any 
attention  to  its  operations ;  and  the  annual  increase  of  depositors, 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  trust  fund,  is  unquestionable  proof  of  the 
unbounded  confidence  reposed  in  the  gentlemen  who  manage  its 
concerns ;  the  committee  are  of  opinion  therefore,  that  no  evil  will 
result  from  granting  the  extension  of  powers  requested  by  the  peti- 
tioners ;  but,  that  the  authority  thus  conferred,  will  be  prudently 
managed,  and  by  that  means,  prove  a  benefit  ta  those  for  whose 
good  the  corporation  was  instituted.  They  have  accordingly,  in- 
structed their  chairman  to  prepare  a  bill,  and  to  introduce  the  i 
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No.  204. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

FebFuarj  16,   1830. 


COMMUNICATION 


From  Samuel  M.  Hopkins,  an  Inspector  of  the  State 
Prison  at  Mount-Pleasant. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Assembly  : 

The  subscriber,  inspector  of  the  state  prison  at  Mount-Pleasant, 
and  the  only  one  of  them  bow  in  office,  to  whieh  inspectors  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Mount-Pleasant  academy, 

REPORTS : 

That  on  receiving  the  order  by  which  the  said  report  now  refer- 
red to  the  said  inspectors,  he  immediately  wrote  to  the  president  of 
the  said  trustees  for  more  particular  information  regarding  the  kind 
of  occupancy  which  they  desired  to  have  of  the  dwelling-house  on 
the  state  prison  fanp.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  have  conferred  on 
the  subject  with  his  late  associates.  But  being  satisfied  on  further 
reflection,  that  in  no  case  could  he  report  in  favor  of  the  application 
as  presented,  he  thought  it  most  proper  not  to  defer  the  subject 

In  explanation,  the  subscriber  would  remark,  that  the  house  in 
question  is  situated  not  very  far  from  the  centre  of  the  farm. 

The  Ann  itself  extends  from  the  shore  of  the  Hudson  to  the  New- 
York  end  Albany  road.  The  prison  buildings  being  near  the  river, 
and  the  ascent  from  them  to  the  bouse  being  somewhat  steep,  the 
house,  to  some  extent,  though  not  entirely,  overlooks  the  prison 
and  quarries.  Any  absolute  right  of  occupancy  in  the  house  may 
be  the  means  of  introducing  near  to  the  prison,  persons  who  may  be 
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indiscreet,  troublesome  or  designing ;  and  in  proportion  to  danger* 
of  tins  kind,  the  precautions  for  safety  therefore  must  be  increased. 
One  useful  object  in  possessing  land  for  some  distance  round  the 
prison  is,  to  keep  away  dangerous  neighbors.  And  if  the  bouse 
*  would  pass  into  the  absolute  control  of  any  persons,  howevef  re- 
spectable, not  interested  in  the  prison,  it  might,  unsuspected  by  them, 
become  the  lodgment  of  a  conspirator. 

The  hotfse  may  also  not  improbably  be  wanted  by  the  tenant  who 
may  rent  the  farm.  It  might  happen  that  the  want  of  *  house  would 
sink  the  rent  of  the  whole  property  to  a  much  larger  amount  than 
the  separate  value  of  the  house  to  the  academy  or  to  any  one  else. 

In  possible  cases  also,  the  dwelling-house  might  be  very  useful  to 
accommodate  the  assistant  keepers;  several  of  whom  have  families, 
and  who  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  houses. 

Without  insisting  farther  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  sub- 
scriber would  observe,  that  should  the  Legislature  be  disposed  in 
some  way  to  assist-the  academy  by  the  avails  of  public  property  at 
Mount-Pleasant,  he  respectfully  submits,  that  it  would  be  much  bet- 
ter to  do  so,  by  authorising  a  payment  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
rents  of  the  prison  farm  and  premises.  But  even  in  doing  this,  it 
ought,  he  conceives,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  house 
and  barn,  having  now  stood  twenty  years  or  more,  need  occasional 
repairs :  That  the  fences  are  neither  wholly  durable  nor  good ;.  and 
that  unless  a  considerable  portion  of  the  rent  is  reserved  to  keep 
the  property  in  good  condition,  it  must  be  done  at  the  direct  charge 
of  the  prison  establishment,  which  will  make  the  grant  to  the  acade- 
my operate  as  a  new  draft  upon  the  treasury. 

Another  way  might  also  be  suggested.  There  is  only  about  one* 
half  of  the  land  which  contains  marble :  and  the  only  reason  for  buy- 
ing the  whole,  was,  that  the  owner  either  would  not  divide  it  at  all, 
or  only  upon  terms  so  exorbitant,  that  the  purchase  of  the  whole 
was  manifestly  better.  The  eastern  half,  adjoining  the  main  road, 
contains  no  marble :  It  is  so  remote  as  not  to  be  *  means  of  endan- 
gering the  prison  in  any  way :  it  would  be  rising  in  value  with  the 
increase  of  the  village ;  and  a  grant  of  some  part  of  that  front,  might 
therefore  be  a  useful  resource  for  the  academy  in  future  years. 

Finally,  if  the  dwelling-house  is  granted  at  all,  the  subscriber  sub- 
mits his  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  upon  terms  of  removing  it  whol- 
ly off  from  the  state's  land. 
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It  may  not  be  impertinent  for  the  subscriber  to  observe,  that 
having  been  much  at  Sing-Sing,  be  has  understood,  and  believes, 
that  the  academy  there  is  a  very  well  Conducted,  useful  and  me- 
ritorious institution. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  therefore,  the  subscriber  reports  his  opi- 
nion to  be,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for  such  relief  a»  is 
specified  in  their  petition,  ought  not  to  be  granted ;  and  that  if  any 
aid  is  granted  from  the  public  property  attached  to  the  state  prison, 
the  same  ought  to  be  in  some  of  the  ways  above  suggested,  or  in 
such  other  way  as  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  shall  direct. 

All  whifch  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  M.  HOPKINS. 


igiti^edby  Vj( 
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No.  205. 


IN  SENATE, 

February  26,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  recommending  a 

state  tax. 

Mr.  Todd,  from  tbe  committee  on  finance,  to  which  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  inst,  requiring  the  commit- 
tee "  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  authorising  a  state  tax ;"  and 
also  the  resolution  of  the  13th  inst.,  requiring  the  committee  "  to 
report  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
the  government  without  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  real  estate,  and  if 
practicable  to  report  a  plan  for  that  purpose9' — 

Reported  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

That  the  General  Fund  of  the  state  on  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  amounted  to  the  nominal  sum  of $1 ,344,268.65 

consisting  of  the  following  items : 

608  shares  in  the  stock  of  tbe  Bank 

of  America, $60,000.00 

300  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Hudson,  15,000.00 

50  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  20 ,  000 .  00 
845  shares  in  the  Merchants'  and 

Farmers' Bank, 10,140.00 

500  shares  in  the  Mohawk  Bank, . .  5, 000 .  00 

600  shares  in  the  N.  Y.  State  Bank,  16 ,  800 .  00 

Bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands  sold,  806 ,313.10 
Bonds  and  mortgages  for  loans  to                                      , 

individuals  and  companies,  •  • .  386 ,  895 .  93 
Bonds  and  mortgages    for  sundry 

debts  due  the  state, 23,319.62 


$1,344,268.65 


[No.  205.]  1 
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In  this  amount  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Hudson  and  also  that  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia  is  included,  making  together  the  sum  of  $35, 
000.  There  is  also  included  the  sum  of  $386,895.93  due  on  the 
loans  to  individulas  and  companies.  This  is  the  wholp  amount  of 
principal  and  interest  which  appears  from  the  books  of  the  Comp- 
troller's office,  to  be  due ;  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  losses  which 
have  been  sustained  on  the&e  loans,  or  the  probable  loss  which  will 
arise  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  security. 

Many  parcels  of  the  lands  ha va  been  sold  on  the  mortgages 
and  bid  in  by  the  Attorney-General,  in  some  instances  for  a  mere  no- 
minal sum,  and  only  the  amount  bid  is  credited  on  the  bonds,  and  that 
amount  in  some  instances  not  enough  to  pay  the  expenses  of  fore- 
closure. The  debt  in  such  a  case  is  continued  on  the  books,  when 
every  reasonable  hope  of  payment  is  gone.  In  some  cases  where 
the  lands  have  been  thus  purchased,  they  have  been  re-sold  for  a 
fair  value,  and  the  purchase  money  secured  by  new  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, which  are  included  in  the  "  amount  stated  to  be  due  on  bonds 
and  mortgages  for  lands  sold."  By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  the  old 
debt  upon  the  bond  as  well  as  the  new  one  secured  by  bond  and 
mortgage,  both  appear  on  the.  books,  presenting  an  apparent  amount 
far  beyond  the  actual  amount  belonging  to  the  general  fund,  which  . 
can  ever  be  realised.  This  arises  from  the  presumed  responsibili- 
ty of  the  persons  who  gave  the  bonds,  when  it  is  generally  under* 
stood  that  the  personal  security  is  of  little  or  n6  value. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  the  Comptroller  made  a.  de- 
tailed ^statement  of  the  situation  of  the  loans  to  individuals  ant 
companies.  The  amount  of  the  loans  was  not  far  from  the  sum 
above  mentioned  in  that  item  stated  in  the  general  fund  to  be  $386, 
895.93.  The  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages 
to  $221,667.33  has  been  attempted  to  be  collected  by  foreclosure  of 
the  mortgages.  On  that  amount  the  actual  loss  has  been  $1 17 ,  301 . 
03.  In  addition  to  this  actual  loss,  the  state  then  held  many  parcels 
of  land  which  had  been  bought  in  on  the  sale,  and  until  a  re-sale 
should  be  made,  the  final  loss  could  not  be  ascertained. 

In  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  last  year  to  which  we 
have  referred,  the  principal  there  stated  to  be  due  on  the  bonds  and 
mortgages,  which  had  not  been  attempted  to  be  collected  by  foreclo- 
sure and  sale,  amounted  to  $185,299.67.  This  amount  was  sup- 
posed to  be  better  secured  than  the  sums  for  the  collection  of  which 
foreclosures  had  taken  place.  The  difference  between  the  amount 
of  this  item  in  the  general  fund,  between  the  last  and  the  present 
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year,  is  $8,904.86.  That  amount  has  been  paid  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  Judging  from  the  result  of  the  experiment  to  obtain  the 
amount  due  in  those  cases  where  the  experiment  has  been  made,  we 
cannot  estimate  the  value  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  for  loans  now 
remaining,  at  more  than  $150,000,  as  a  part  of  the  general  fund 
from  which  revenue  may  be  derived.  If  this  6um  is  to  be  consider- 
ed as  the  productive  amount  of  loans  to  individuals  and  companies, 
the  balance  of  that  item  in  the  general  fund  must  be  deducted, 

which  is $236,895.93 

Stock  of  Hudson  Bank, 15,000.00 

Do.  of  Columbia  Bank, 80,000.00 

Sundry  debts  due  the  state, 23, 3 19 .  62 

Making  the  amount  of  $295 , 2 1 5 .  55 
to  be  deducted  from  the  general  fund,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
Comptroller,  to  determine  the  amount  upon  which  revenue  is  to  be 
derived.  The  productive  fund  will  then  be  $1 ,049,053. 10.  The 
item  of  "sundry  debts  due  the  state,"  amounting  to  $23,319.62  is 
deducted,  being  due  from  Benjamin  Butler.  It  is  the  balance 
due  on  a  bond,  the  payment  of  which  was  secured  by  a  mortgage 
on  lands  in  Chenango  county.  The  lands  have  long  since  been 
sold,  leaving  the  above  sum  unpaid,  and  the  debt  is  considered  of 
no  value. 

In  addition  to  the  general  fund  as  above  stated,  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  land  belonging  to  the  state,  and  constitutes  a  part  of  the 
fund.  The  quantity  of  land  is  stated  to  be  119,665  acres.  Of 
this  quantity  93,372  acres  have  been  sold  for  taxes,  and  purchased 
in  by  the  state.  This  circumstance  induces  the  belief  that  it  is  of 
little  value,  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  revenue :  18,964  acres 
have  been  bought  in  at  sales  made  on  the  foreclosure  of  mort- 
gages ;  the  remaining  7,329  acres  are  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 
Taking  all  these  lands  together,  we  do  not  put  much  confidence  in 
the  idea  of  deriving  from  them  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  government.  It  is,  however,  from  the  general 
fund,  of  which  these  lands  constitute  a  part,  that  we  look  in  the  first 
place  for  the  revenue,  applicable  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
government.  This  is  the  primary  source  ;  and  if  not  to  be  found 
here,  resort  must  be  had  to  other  means.  The  revenue  to  be  deri- 
ved from  the  general  fund  is  estimated  as  follows  for  the  year  1830; 

Dividends  on  stock  of  the  Bank  of  America, $3,200.00 

Do.  do.         Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank,  850.00 
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Dividend*  on  stock  of  the  Mohawk  Bank,  . .  ♦ $450 ,00 

Do.            do.         New-York  State  Bank, 1,400.00 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  sold, 75,000.00 

Do.        do.      for  loans  to  individuals, 25,000.00 

Do.        do.      for  debts  <Wthfe  state, 2,060.00 

Fees  of  public  officers, 600.00 

Pedlers'  licences, 1,500.00 

Miscellaneous  sources  of  revenue, '..  1,600.00 

Arrears  due  from  counties  for  taxes  on  non-resident 
lands,  which  the  state  has  advanced,  and  from  sales 

to  be  had  in  June,  expected  to  be  realised, • .  100,000.00 

Interest  on  the  same, 50,000.00 

Principal  of  bonds  for  lands  sold, 25,000.00 

Do.      of  loans  to  individuals, 10,000.00 

First  payments  of  sales  of  land, 5,000.00 


$801,600.00 


Several  items  in  this  estimate,  although  they  may  realise  our  ex- 
pectations the  present  year,  cannot  be  used  as  the  basis  of  calcula- 
tion for  the  future. 

The  item  of  interest  on  bonds  for  lands  sold,  is  put  at  $75,000,  and 
the  interest  on  loans  to  individuals,  at  $25,000.  The  interest  which 
constitutes  these  items,  has  been  suffered  to  accumulate  for  years ; 
proceedings  have  been  taken,  and  great  exertions  are  now  making 
to  collect  the  same.  As  collections  of  interest  are  not  enforced,  un- 
less there  has  been  an  omission  of  payment  for  several  years,  anoth- 
er collection  will  not  be  likely  to  be  made  for  the  next,  and  if  it 
should  be,  it  would  not  produce  the  same  amount,  indeed  the  same 
amount  would  not  be  due.  And  if  all  that  should  accrue,  should  be 
paid,  it  would  fall  far  short  of  the  estimated  receipts  from  this  source, 
for  the  present  year. 

The  amount  received  into  the  treasury  the  last  year,  from  this 
source,  was  only  $45,836.80,  less  than  one  half  of  the  sum  expect- 
ed to  be  received  during  the  present  year.  A  continued  and  perse- 
vering vigilance  in  collecting,  can  alone  realise  the  estimates. 

The  item  of  $150,000,  for  the  arrears  due  from  the  counties,  for 
monies  advanced  by  the  state,  for  the  taxes  on  the  lands  of  non-resi- 
dents, may  be  realised  at  the  expected  sales  in  June  next,  and  aid  in 
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satisfying  the  demands  on  the  government)  for  the  current  year,  but 
as  an  item  of  revenue  for  any  future  year,  should  not  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

.The  items,  principal  of  bonds  fe*  J^nds,  for  loans  to  individuals, 
and  first  payments  on  sales  of  lands,  may  be  all  received,  and  it  is 
no  further  important  to  be  mentioned  here,  than  to  be  remembered, 
that  it  is  taking  so  much  of  the  general  fund  to  aid  in  defraying  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  instead  of  taking  the  revenue  of  that 
fund. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  current  year, 
are  estimated  as  follows : 

*■' 
Salaries  of  officers  of  government,  and  office  expen- 
ses,  . $50,000.00 

Members  of  Legislature,  and  incidental  expenses  of 

the  two  houses, 75,000.00 

Court  for  correction  of  errors,  and  expenses, 7,500*00 

State  prison  at  Sing-Sing, 30,000.00 

Indian  annuities  and  expenses, 18,000.00 

Sheriff's  for  for  allowances  by  court  of  exchequer,  . .  7,500.00 

Printing  15,000,  brigade  inspectors,  $4,000, 19,000*00 

Commissary's  department, 6,000.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 40,000.00 

Apprehension  of  criminals,  and  incidental  expenses  of 

the  government,  by  the  executive, 2, 000.00 

Courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry, 1 ,500.00 

Support  and  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb, 6,000.00 

Postage  of  official  letters, 1,500.00 

$264,000.00 


The  committee  have  with  much  care,  compared  this  estimate  with 
those  which  have  been  made  for  several  previous  years,  and  also 
with  the  expenses  of  those  years,  which  were  intended  to  be  paid 
with  the  sums  estimated  as  necessary  to  meet  them.  They  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  it  is  made  with  as  much  accuracy,  as  under  the 
circumstances  can  be  expected. 

The  following  sums  will  be  chargeable  upon  the  general  fund  for 
the  current  year. 
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The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government, $£64,000.00 

The  amount  due  to  the  School  fund,  for  principal  and 

interest,  for  money  borrowed  from  that  fund, 145,091 .73 

Do.  do.  of  the  Literature  fund, 13,273.42 

The  deficiency  in  revenue  of  Seneca  and  Cayuga  ca- 
nal, for  1829, 9,697.50 

Do.  do.  of  Oswego  canal,  for  1829, 22,491 .65 

Damages  on  Seneca  and  Cayuga  canal,  ..••••••.•••  5,000.00 

do.     on  Oswego  canal, 10,000.00 

Estimated  deficiency  in  Seneca  and  Cayuga  canal  for 

1830, 19,550.00 

Do.  on  Oswego  canal,* 9,650.00 

$498,754.29 

To  meet  this  demand,  the  following  items  are  supposed  to  be 
available. 

Estimated  revenue  from  general  fund, • $301 , 600.00 

Balance  in  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Dec.  last, 44,793.56 

$346,393.56 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of  $152,360.73,  to  be  provided,  to  enable 
the  general  fund  to  meet  the  estimated  calls  upon  it  for  the  current 
year.  # 

In  addition  to  this  deficiency,  a  considerable  sum  will  be  required 
to  satisfy  such  appropriations  as  may  be  made  by  the  Legislature 
during  its  present  session.  We  have  no  means  of  estimating  any 
amount  which  may  be  thus  appropriated,  but  we  ought  not  to  omit 
the  expression  of  a  belief  that  it  will  be  considerable. 

In  what  manner  this  great  and  increasing  deficiency  shall  be  met, 
and  how  provision  shall  be  made  to  answer  future  calls,  is  an  inqui- 
ry of  great  moment,  and  attended  with  many  difficulties. 

#  The  Comptroller  has  it  within  his  power  to  raise  the  funds  which 
may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  calls  upon  the  treasury,  by  sale  of  the 
bank  stock  belonging  to  the  general  fund ;  by  forced  collections  of 
the  debts  due  to  the  state,  which  also  belong  to  that  fund,  or  by  tem- 
porary loans  on  the  credit  of  the  state.  A  sale  of  the  stock  or  a 
forced  collection  of  the  debts,  would  seem  to  imply,  that  the  gene- 
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rtl  fond  was  to  be  exhausted,  as  the  means  of  meeting  the  demands 
on  the  treasury,  before  resort  was  had  to  any  other.    A  temporary 
loan  would  relieve  our  present  wants,  and  means  might  be  provided  t 
to  repay  it  without  intrenching  further  upon  the  general  fund,  if 
such  relief  would  be  of  the  character  which  prudence  would  dictate. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  examine  the  ability  of  the  general  fund 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  for  future  years.  If 
it  would  meet  that  demand,  some  expedient  might  be  resorted  to  for 
that  relief  which  the  treasury  demands.  If  it  is  found  inadequate 
to  sustain  that  demand,  a  permanent  fund  must  be  derived  from  a 
source  as  copious  and  durable  as  the  deficiency  is  great  and  conti- 
nuing. 

The  estimated  receipts  from  the  general  fund,  for  the 

present  year,  are $301 ,600.00 

In  that  estimate,  are  included  the  following  items, 

which  will  not  be  produced  the  succeeding  year : 

The  arrears  of  taxes, ..., $150,000.00 

The  estimated  receipts  on  lands,  &c. 
will  not  produce,  next  year,  more 
than  the  last,  which  was  $45,836 .  80 ; 
the  difference  between  this  sum  and 
$100,000,  mcluded  for  this  year,  is . .      55 ,  164 .  29 

805,164.20 

Leaving  the  revenue,  to  be  derived  annually  from 

the  general  fund,  at $96,435.80 

as  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the  government  after  the  year  1830, 
if  the  fund  itself  is  not  diminished.  But  this  amount  can  hardly  be 
expected,  for  the  estimate  upon  which  it  is  made  includes  $40,000 
of  the  principal  as  revenue.  That  amount,  annually  transferred  from 
principal  to  revenue,  diminishes  very  perceptibly  the  amount  of  the 
general  fund. 

The  revenue  for  1831,  except  the  amount  to  be  derived  from  the 
sale  of  lands  belonging  to  the  general  fund,  would  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  $96,435.80.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government  for 
that  year,  will  probably  amount  to  the  same  as  for  the  current  year, 
with  the  exception  of  $30,000,  which  is  included  in  the  estimate  for 
1830,  as  being  necessary  to  finish  the  Sing-Sing  prison.  But  if  the 
plan  of  a  prison  for  female  convicts  is  carried  into  execution,  this 
item  ought  not  to  be  deducted,  but  increased,  in  the  estimate  for 
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that  year.  The  probability  of  such  a  measure,  or  the  extension  of 
the  Sing-Sing  prison,  induces  us  to  continue  it :  making  an  estimate 
of  expenses,  for  1831,  of  $301,600,  which  will  be  a  demand  on  the 
general  fund  for  that  year,  whilst  the  revenue  from  that  fund  amounts 
only  to  the  sum  of  $96,438.80 ;  leaving  a  deficiency  of  $205,161 .20. 
To  this  amount  must  be  added .  the  appropriations  which  may  be 
made  by  the  legislature  for  that  year,  and  the  probable  deficiency  in 
the  revenue  necessary  to  support  the  Oswego  canal,  and  the  Sene- 
ca and  Cayuga,  arising  from  these  canals  and  their  funds.  If  the 
deficiency,  which  has  already  occurred  in  the  revenue,  necessary  to 
sustain  these  canals,  and  the  contemplated  deficiency  for  the  present 
year,  are  provided  for,  the  deficiency  for  the  year  1831  will  proba- 
bly be,  on  the  Oswego  canal  $15,000,  and  on  the  Seneca  and  Cay- 
uga canal  $10,000 ;  making  a  deficiency  of  230,161 .20,  to  be  met 
by  other  means  than  the  revenue  of  the  general  fond. 

The  committee  do  not  consider  this  deficiency  temporary,  but  an 
enduring  burthen,  beyond  the  ability  of  the  general  fund  to  sustain. 
Temporary  relief  may  be  afforded,  by  converting  the  general  fund 
into  money,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  avails,  meeting  the  demands  as 
they  arise.  This  species  of  relief  would,  however,  only  postpone 
the  period  of  still  greater  embarrassment,  by  increasing  the  amount 
to  be  raised  in  proportion  to  the  decrease  of  the  fund. 

The  general  fond  of  the  state  has,  within  the  last  fifteen  years, 
undergone  a  very  important  change;  from  $4,396,943.97,  it  has 
been  reduced  to  the  amount  of  $1,049,053.10,  from  which  revenue 
can  be  derived,  This  diminution  has  arisen  from  appropriations  to 
the  school  fund,  literature  fund,  canal  fund,  and  the  payment  of  a 
debt  which  the  state  owed,  of  about  one  and  a  half  million.  We 
feel  the  less  regret  that  this  diminution  has  occurred,  as  we,  are  con* 
scious  of  the  noble  purposes  to  which  the  funds  have  been  applied, 
and  the  important  benefits  which  have  been  conferred  on  the  com- 
munity by  such  application.  During  this  period  of  the  diminution 
of  the  funds,  they  have  been  supported  and  aided  by  taxation,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  three  and  a  half  millions. 

It  seems  then  to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  state  to  fetch  to  the 
aid  of  the  general  fond  an  amount  equal  to,  or  rather  exceeding,  the 
amount  of  diminution  by  the  said  appropriations,  during  that  period, 
so  as  to  have  the  expenses  of  the  government  chargeable  upon  the 
general  fund  ;  and  this  charge  has  not  only  absorbed  the  income, 
but  has  gradually  consumed  the  fond  itself,  until  necessity  compels 
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us  to  resort  to  other  means  for  the  future  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, unless  we  deem  a  total  extinguishment  of  it  desirable,  or  ra- 
ther preferable  to  an  immediate  resort  to  other  means. 

Although  we  should  not  propose  the  creation  of  a  fund  which 
should  oppress  the  industry  of  the  country,  the  income  of  which 
should  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  calls  upon  the  treasury ;  neither  do 
we  believe  that  it  ia  expedient  totally  to  consume  that  which  has 
been  created  by  the  wisdom  of  former  legislatures.  The  small 
remnant  of  which  we  have  left,  we  think,  might  be  preserved  in  jus- 
tice to  the  memory  and  patriotism  of  those  who  created  it  for  the 
benefit  of  their  successors,  and  to  meet  sudden,  but  imperious  calls, 
which  are  sometimes  made,  but  cannot  be  anticipated.    * 

At  the  first  view  it  appears  strange  that  when  peace  pervades  our 
borders,  when  every  species  of  domestic  industry  is  prospered,  and 
when  the  state  is  not  engaged  in  the  construction  of  expensive 
works,  that  a  resort  to  taxation  should  be  necessary  to  defray  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  government.  This  appearance  is  removed  and 
die  necessity  made  apparent,  by  an  examination  of  the  means  avail- 
able to  the  treasury.  The  diversions  which  have  been  made  from 
the  general  to  the  canal  fund  will  be  obvious,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  two  items  thus  diverted,  the  auction  and  salt  duties,  have,  in 
the  last  three  years,  produced  to  that  fund  the  sum  of  $1,102,620.59 ; 
a  sum  greater  than  the  present  value  of  the  general  fund,  by  $58,- 
567.49,  and  greater  than  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  for 
(he  same  period,  by  the  sum  of  $186,120.59. 

In  the  year  1814,  a  direct  tax  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  was  im- 
posed on  the  taxable  property  in  the  state,  to  raise  the  means  of 
meeting  the  calls  upon  the  treasury.  The  necessity  then  was  not  so 
great  as  at  the  present  period.  That  tax  was  continued  for  three 
years,  when  it  was  reduced  to  one  mill  on  the  dollar.  It  continu- 
ed at  that  sum  for  six  years,  when  it  was  again  reduced  and  fixed  at 
one  half  of  a  mill,  at  which  it  continued  for  two  years,  when  it. 
was  wholly  discontinued.  Since  the  discontinuance  of  the  state 
tax,  the  revenue  of  the  general  fund  has  every  year  fallen  short  of 
satisfying  the  claims  upon  the  treasury,  and  that  deficiency  increas- 
es year  after  year.  From  the  time  of  that  discontinuance  to  the 
present  period,  the  officer  who  has  had  charge  of  the  fiscal  concerns 
of  the  state,  has  urged  upon  the  Legislature  the  necessity  of  im- 
proving and  increasing  the  revenue,  and  placing  it  in  a  condition  to 
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meet  the  calls  upon  it,  and  that  too  by  taxation.    The  reooi 
tion  so  often  repeated,  should  not  be  disregarded* 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  received  into  the  treasury 
from  the  state  tai,  which  was  imposed  in  1814,  for  each  year  of  its 
continuance,  whether  at  two  mills,  one,  or  half  mill : 

In  1816,  a  tax  of  two  mills  produced  $461,718  15 


1817, 

<< 

cc 

u 

491,137  81 

1818, 

u 

cc. 

u 

524,934  92 

1819> 

it 

one  mill 

produced 

263,887  20 

1820, 

a 

a 

<t 

233,172  90 

1821, 

cc 

cc 

cc 

229,577  11 

*1822, 

a- 

u 

« 

198,974 '38 

1823, 

it 

cc 

« 

202,266  11 

1824, 

a 

cc 

*    « 

241,090  91 

1825, 

cc 

half  mill 

produced 

134,692  47 

1826, 

cc 

c< 

« 

147,534  17 

According  to  the  estimate  of  the  committee,  the  deficiency  for  the 
present  year  will  be  $152,360  73 ;  and  this  sum  is  far  less  than  is 
expected  in  succeeding  years.  *  In  1831,  the  deficiency  is  estimated 
at-  $230,161  20,  without  including  any  thing  for  specific  appro- 
priations by  the  Legislature. 

From  1819  to  1824,  inclusive,  the  average  amount  produced  by 
the  one  mill  tax  was  $228,1)00  per  annum. 

The  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  several  coun- 
ties in  the  state,  has  undergone  some  change  since  1826.  There 
has  been  generally  an  increase,  {rat  in  some  cases  a  decrease.  From 
the  best  information  within  the  reach  of  the  committee,  the  total 
valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  within,  the  state,  is  about 
$330,000,000.  If  the  valuation  should  not  be  reduced,  a  tax  of  one 
mill  on  the  dollar  would  produce  $330,000.  But  some  diminution 
will  happen  for  fees  of  officers,  in  collecting  and  remitting,  and  from 
other  causes.  This  would  be  about  $100,000  more  than  the  esti- 
mated deficiency  for  1831.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  esi* 
mate  is  founded  upon  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  and  the 
great  variety  of  miscellaneous  expenses  which  occur  are  not  esti- 
mated. The  estimated  ordinary  expenses  of  government  for  1829; 
was  $291,500.  Th^ actual  expenses,  (not  including  the  charges  up* 
on  the  particular  funds,)  were  $486,779  12 ;  exceeding  the  esti- 
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mate*  by  $195,779  IS.  The  estimated  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  year  1888  was  $335,000.  The  expenses, 
$552,672  IS,  (not  including  the  charges  upon  the  particular  funds.) 
This  great  disparity  between  the  estimated  expenses,  and  the  actu- 
al expenses,  arises  from  the  great  variety  of  miscellaneous  charges, 
and  also  from  special  appropriations,  which  cannot  be  anticipated  so 
as  to  form  a  part  of  the  estimate.  In  the  two  last  years,  the  actual 
expenses  chargable  upon  the  general  fund,  exceeded  the  estimated 
ordinary  expenses  as  follows :  In  1828,  by  the  sum  of  $217,672  12. 
In  1829,  by  the  sum  of  $195,779  12.  We  refer  to  the  two  last  years' 
expenses,  to  show  that  the  ordinary  expenses  by  no  means  include 
the  whole  amount  that  is  usually  chargable  upon  the  general  fund. 

9 

If  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  is  imposed  upon  the  real  and 
personal  estate  which  is  taxable,  the  amount  which  it  will  raise  be- 
yond the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  will  not  be  a  sum 
exceeding  the  probable  calls  on  the  treasury  for  the  year,  but  it 
will  be  sufficicient  to  relieve  from  embarrassment ;  will  preserve 
the  residue  of  the  general  fund,  and  save  from  distress,  and  perhaps 
ruin,  many  who  are  indebted  to  the  state,  WKose  debts  are  due  on 
bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands  sold ;  a  collection  of  which,  although 
it  produce  their  ruin,  must  be.  made  to  aid  the  general  fund,  unless 
that  aid  is  procured  by  other  means. 

The  committee,  after  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  subjects  re- 
ferred to  them  by  the  resolutions,  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  authorise  a  state  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar,  on  the  real 
and  personal  estate  within  this  state ;  and  that  it  is  not  practicable 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government  without  taxation,  unless 
resort  is  had  to  the  credit  of  the  state ;  which,  as  a  matter  of  policy, 
they  cannot  recommend. 
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No-  206. 


IN  SENATE, 

February,   1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 
Mr*  Wheeler,  from  the  committee  on  the  militia, 

RcPOfeTXO  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

The  committee  are  well  aware,  that  theie  is  a  general  sentiment 
pervading  the  state  to  abolish  the  parades  and  rendezvous  of  the  mi- 
litia, or  to  reduce  the  number  of  such  parades  and  rendezvous.  The 
committee  believe  that  our  present  system  of  militia  trainings,  are 
onerous  to  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  that  they  add 
not  to  the  physical  strength  thereof,  but  on  the  contrary,  are  calcu- 
lated by  the  burthen  they  iippose,  to  induce  great  numbers  annually, 
to  get  rid  of  the  liability  to  perform  military  service ;  this  is  chiefly 
accomplished  through  the  facility  in  obtaining  office,  and  when  ob- 
tained, in  resigning  it.  We  believe  that  there  are  annually  struck 
from  the  rolls  of  your  militia,  numbers  sufficient  to  form  regiments, 
if  not  brigades.  We  think  we  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that  at  this 
day,  one-third  of  the  efficient  men  of  our  state,  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five,  do  not  perform  or  render  military  service  of 
any  kind  whatever. 

The  troubles  in  Europe,  after  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  out 
of  which  grew  the  French  revolution,  placed  bur  country  in  those 
days  gone  by,  in  a  far  different  situation  than  that  in  which  we  are 
now  placed ;  the  collisions  in  which  we  were  brought  with  the  belli- 
gerents, by  being  common  carriers  on  the  highway  of  nations,  left  it 
uncertain  whether  we  could  avoid  being  drawn  into  a  war,  and  which 
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finally  drew  us  into  one  with  Great  Britain*  Hence  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  have  our  militia  as  different  from  what  is  now  required-as 
would  be  the  peace  establishment  of  our  army,  with  that  of  a  war 
establishment,  yet  our  militia  system  is  the  same  now,  that  it  then 
was. 

The  state  of  die  civilized  world,  at  this  time,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  will  justify  and  demand  a  reduction  of  military  ser- 
vice required  of  the  citizen ;  to  obtain  this,  the  committee  propose 
to  simplify  the  militia  law,  so  as  to  require  of  the  militia,  other  than 
uniform  companies,  but  one  rendezvous,  and  that  for  inspection  in 
each  year,  and  of  uniform  companies,  one  ^training  in  addition 
thereto.     * 

It  is  intended  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  proposed,  should  be  a 
peace  establishment  for  the  militia,  and  in  that  view,  the  committee  , 
have  provided,  that  all  moneys  collected  from  delinquents,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  common  schools,  of  the 
town  in  which  the  delinquent  resides,  in  aid  of  education  to  the  ris- 
ing generation,  and  which  will  add  more,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  security  and  durabilty  of  the  liberties  of  our  country, 
than  the  most  rigid  discipline  which  could  be  enforced  on  our  mi- 
litia. 

Having,  as  we  supposed,  by  the  law  proposed,  lightened  the  bar- 
den  now  imposed  on  the  citizens  liable  to  perform  military  service, 
the  committee  have  provided  that  no  fees  should  be  allowed  to  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  militia,  for  services  rendered  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  other  than  to  a  constable  for  collecting  fines.  * 

The  prominent  alteration  of  chapter  ten,  part  first  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  proposed  in  the  act  herewith  submitted,  relate  to  title  five 
of  the  said  chapter ;  very  few  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  oth- 
er titles  of  that  chapter.  It  will  be  seen  that  courts-martial  are 
chiefly  dispensed  with,  and  a  summary  mode  adopted  in  imposing 
and  collecting  fines.  Temptations  have  been  removed  from  officers, 
in  imposing  unjust  fines,  and  an  inducement  held  out  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  them,  to  enforce  justice  on  all  delinquents. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend,  that  the  law  now  proposed,  is 
such  a  law  as  will  satisfy  all,  but  they  do  believe,  that  it  will  pre- 
serve and  increase  the  physical  force  of  the  state,  and  lessen  the  un- 
equal operation  of  (he  present  law  on  our  fellow  citizens. 
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The  committee  have  added  a  section,  exempting  persona  actually 
employed  on  the  canals  of  incorporated  companies,  from  military  and 
jury  service. 

The  herewith  submit  the  hill. 
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No.  207. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  26,  1830. 
ANNUAL  RETURN 

4 

Of  the  Dutchess  County  Bank. 

Dutches*  County  Bank, 

Poughkeepsie,  FA.  SS,  18S0 
SIR— 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  this  bank, 
I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit,  enclosed,  the  statement  of  its  funds. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  most  respectfully, 
Tour  ob't.  servant, 

W.  CUNNINGHAM,  Cashier. 
To  the  Hon.  Ebastus  Root,  ' 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  funds  of  the  Dutchess  County  Bank,  (of  Poughkeepsie,) 
February  15fA,  1830. 

DUE  FROM  THE  BANK. 

Stock  paid  in, , $75,000*00 

Bank  notes  in  circulation, 223,698  00 

Nett  profits  on  band, 9,565  98 

Balances  due  other  banks,. • 6,584  53 

Individual  credits, 97,237  90 

$412,036  41 

RESOURCES  OF  THE  BANK. 

Notes  discounted  and  other  sureties, . .  $275, 903  74 

Specie, $36,313  03 

Balance  due  from  Phoenix 

bank,  New-York, $68,923  41 

Phcenix  bank  certificates  of 

deposit 6,810  81 

7&,734  22 

Bills  of  New-York  and  other  specie  pay-  y 

ing  banks,. '  5,762  00 

Balances  due  from  specie  paying  banks,      6,241  78  ,     • 

— ■ 124,051  OS 

Banking-house  and  lot, 5,637  50 

do.  furniture,  &c 3,028  32 

Bills  of  Columbia  and  various  other  broken  banks,. ...  143  00 

In  suspense, 3,272  62 

$412,036  41 

Dutches*  County,  ss.     ± 

James  Emott,  president,  and  Walter  Cunningham,  cashier  of  * 
the  Dutchess  County  bank,  having  been  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that 
the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  account  of  the  funds  and  property  of 
the  bank ;  that  the  amount  of  capital  stock  subscribed,  is  $150,000, 
of  which  one-half  is  paid  in ;  and  that  the  amount  of  specie  above 
mentioned,  is  bona  fide  the  property  of  the  bank,  and  has  not  been 
borrowed  or  in  anywise  obtained  with  the  view  to  make  this  return. 
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And  these  deponents  further  say,  that  since  the  last  annual  return, 
the  bank  has  kept  an  account  in  the  city  of  New-York,  up  to  the  1st 
June,  in  the  North  Rivfer  bank,  and  after  that  day  in  the  Phoenix 
bank,  in  order  to  have  its  bills  receivable  and  current  in  New-York, 
so  that  such  bills  might  pass  in  the  state  and  elsewhere,  without  dis- 
count; and  the  directors  have  accordingly  ordered  such  surplus 
funds  as  were  not  needed  at  the  bank  for  its  ordinary  business,  to 
be  sent  to  the  said  city  banks  to  redeem  the  paper  there,  and  that 
the  sum  above  stated  as-  being  in  the  Phoenix  bank,  are  the  funds  of 
this  bank,  placed  there  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  with  the  ordinary 
meabs  of  the  bank/  And  these  deponents  further  say,  that  the  ba- 
lances due  the  other  banks,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  statement,  is 
for  collections  recently  made  for  such  banks,  and  not  yet  remitted. 

JAMES.  EMOTT, 
WALTER  CUNNINGHAM. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  22d  Feb.  1830. 
DAVID  V.  N.  RADCLIFP, 
Supreme  Court  Commiesioner. 
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No.  208. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Februarj23,   1830. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Expenditures  on  the 
Canals,  for  the  year  1829. 

Comptroller's  Ojtici,    ) 
Albany,  Feb.  22d,  18S0.  J 
Hon.  Ebastus  Root, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 
SIR— 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  report  made  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  sec.  42,  title  9,  chap.  9,  of  the  first  part  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  showing  the  expenditures  on  the  canals,  dur- 
ing the  year  182?. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WEIGHT,  Jm. 
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REPORT. 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK, ) 
Comptroller's  Omcs'.    ) 

Albany,  February  22, 1830. 
The  Comptroller  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  law  rela- 
tive to  the  funds,  revenue,  expenditures,  and  property  of  this  state, 
and  the  administration  thereof," 

Respectfully  Reports: 

That  the  annexed  statement  A,  exhibits  the  several  suma  paid  to 
the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  the  amount  expended  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  also  the  total  amoupt  expended  by  the  Superintendents 
of  repairs. 

B,  shews  the  several  sums  expended  by  William  C.  Bouck,  on 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  the  time  when,  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom,  and  the  purposes  for  which  the  same  were  paid. 

C,  the  same  by  Henry  Seymour,  on  the  Erie  Canal. 

D,  "  "  "      Oswego  canal. 

E,  "  William  C.  Bouck,  "      Cayuga  &  Seneca  canal 

F,  shews  the  amount  expended  by  each  of  the  superintendents 
of  repairs,  on  the  Erie  and  Champlain,  Oswego  and  Cayuga  and  Se- 
neca canals,  during  the  year  1829. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 
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DOCUMENTS. 


(A.) 

Statement ,  shewing  the  turns  received  and  expended  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  far  repairs  and  improvements  qf  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals,  and  far  the  construction  of  the  Oswego  and 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  canals,  during  the  year  ending  let  Janua- 
ry, 1830. 

DR.  WILLIAM  C.  BOUCK. 

1889.      To  balance  from  account, $37 .  44 

Jan.      29,    "  cash  of  com'rs  of  canal  fund,     4,000.00 
March   2,    "  do  do  10,000.00 

April      4,    "  do  do  4,000.00 

«        "     "do  do  2,400.00 

May     26,    "  do  do  10,000.00 

June     IS,    "  do  do  5,386.77 

July     15,    «  do  do  10,384.18 

Aug.    24,    "  do  do  3,235.19 

Oct.      21,    "  do  do  2,000.00 

1830, 
Jan.      14,    "  cash  received  of  Charles  T. 
Wbippo,  for  a  levelling  in- 
strument,  $60.00 

"  cash  received  of  Al- 
fred Barrett,  for  do.    42.00 

102.00 

"  Amount  of  a  voucher  taken 
of  David  Thomas,  for  amount 
paid  him  for  exploring  route 
of  Bath  and  Penn-Tan  canals, 
erroneously  credited,  there 
being  no  authority  to  allow 
the  same, 200.00 


$51,694  58 
Deduct  amount  repaid  to  the 
commissioners  25th  January. 
1830, 2,900.00 

$48,794.58 
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ERIE  AND  CHAMPLAIN  CANAL. 


1829. 

Feb.    21, 

By 

vouchers  produced  for  ex- 

penditure of . . 

$5,912.57 

March  SI, 

M 

do  - 

do 

2,045.56 

April     4, 
May     26, 

« 

do 

do 

2,400.00 

« 

do 

do 

6,712.04 

June    IS, 

U 

do 

do 

2,333.14 

July     15, 

U 

do 

do 

2,957.65 

Ang.     18, 

U 

do 

do 

2,140.00 

Oet     21, 

M 

do 

do 

850.00 

Noy.    17, 

U 

do 

do 

880.00 

1830. 

Jan.       5, 

<( 

do 

do 

64.14 

«        14, 

(( 

amount  of  his 
1829,  see  No. 

salary  for 
651  ofex- 

penditure  on  Erie  canal, . . 

1,500  00 

$27,795.10 


CR. 


CAYUGA  AND  SENECA  CANAL. 


1829. 
Feb.    21,  By  Touchers  produced  for  ex- 


nenditure  of  • . 

.     $5,558.35 

March  31, 

it 

do. 

do 

189.68 

May     26, 

U 

do 

do 

1,542.97 

June    IS, 

(t 

do 

do 

3,002.63 

July     15, 

cc 

do 

do 

7,426.53 

Aug.     18, 

u 

do 

do 

1,095.19 

Oet.     21, 

Ci 

do 

do 

2,034.25 

Nov.    17, 

<c 

do 

do 

100.00 

1830. 

Jan.       5, 

u 

do 

do 

33.90 

SO  983  SO 

$48,778  60 

DR. 

1829. 


HENRY  SEYMOUR. 


Jan. 


29,  To  cash  of  commissioners  of 

canal  fund, , $5,000.00 

March  2,  do  for  the  balance  of 
$2,000,  advanced  to  Sam'l 
Peck,  18th  Aug.  1828,  as 
superintendent  of  the  con- 
struction of  lock  No.  2,  Os- 
wego canal.  Mr.  Peck  died 
during  the  work,  after  ex- 
pending #500,  the  advance,       1 ,  500 .  00 

Amount  carried  forward, . . .  $  , 
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Amount  brought  forward,..  $ 
March   2,    "  cash  of  commissioners  of 

eanat  fund, 17,573.85 

"      27,   "          do                   do  10,000.00 

r4,    "          do                   do  3,553.37 

.        8,    "          do                   do  3,488.49 

"     "          do                   do  5,414.53 


"» 


« 


Aug.    24,   "  do  do  7,667.54 


CM.  OSWEGO  CANAL. 

1829. 
Feb.     19,  By  Touchers  produced  for  ex- 
penditure of $8,506.49 

5,875.61 
7,993.37 
3,482  49 
635.94 
2,298.54 

do  do  922.64 


March  2, 

u 

27, 

May 

8, 

u 

26, 

Aug. 

24, 

1830. 

Jan. 

14, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

CM.  ERIE  CANAL. 

1829. 
Feb.     19,  By  Touchers  produced  for  ex- 
penditure of $2,555.75 

March    2,    «  do  do  636.00 

a        27,    "  do  do  2,060.00 

May     26,    M  do  do  4,778.59 

Aug.    24,    "  do  do  5,269.00 

1830. 
Jan.      14,    "          do                   do  4,513.11 
"    amount  of  his  salary  for 
1829,  (see  No.  202  of  ex- 
penditures on .  Erie  ca- 
nal,)  1,500.00 


54,091.78 


29,715.08 


21,312  45 
$51,027.53 
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Summary  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  by  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, from  the  passage  of  the  "  act  respecting  navigable 
communications  between  the  great  western  and  northern  lakes, 
and  the  Atlantic  ocean,"  on  the  l&th  day  of  April,  1817,  to  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  in  January,  1880. 

RECEIPTS. 

Afyrqq  Holley  received,  as  stated 
in  the  report  made  by  the  Comp- 
troller, 20th  Feb.  1821,  (see  As- 
sembly Journal,  page 580,) ....  $1,414,416.63 

Do.  made  21st  March,  1822,  (see 

Appendix  B,  Assembly  Journal,)        386,008.95 

Do.  made  17th  March,  1823,  (see 
Appendix  E,  do.) 345,000.00 

Do.  made  16th  Feb.  1824,  (see 
Appendix  C,  do.) 370,020.00 

Do.  made  19th  Feb.  1825,  (see 
Appendix  F,  do.) 35,533.94 

To  which,  add  amount  paid  by 
commissioners  of  canal  fund,  pur- 
suant to  the  "  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  certain  notes 
given  by  Myron  Holley,  as  trea- 
surer of  canal  commissioners," 
passed  March  17th,  1825,  and 
also  to  the  "  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Thayer  and  Samuel  Learn- 
ed," passed  17th  March,  1826,.  17, 155.91 

$2,567,135.43 

Note — The  assignment  by  Myron  Holley,  of  his 
real  and  personal  property  to  the  state,  was  to  ope-  | 

rate,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  canal  fund,  as  a  discharge  of  any  balance 
which  they  might  find  against  hizn,  on  the  investi- 
gation which  they  were  directed  to  make,  pursuant 
tp  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Myron  Holley,  late  ca- 
nal commissioner,"  passed  21st  April,  1825.  The 
commissioners  found  a  balance  against  him,  of 
$30,965.27.  Since  this  examination,  Mr.  Holley 
has  been  charged  with  $1,347.33.  It  is,  perhaps, 
a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  this  charge  of  $1,347.53, 
was  discharged  by  the  assignment: 

William  C.  Bouck  received,  per 

report  of  1822, $1,589.80 

do  do        1823,        276,000.00 

Amount  carried  forward,. .  $ 
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William  C.  Bouek  received,  per 

report  of 1824,  #534,057.64 

do               do        1825,  1,045,250.69 

do                do        1826,  489,464.63 

do               do        1827,  78,890.48 

do               do        1828,  80,586.60 

do                do         1829,  150,697.29 

do               do        1830,  48,757.14 


Henry  Seymour  received,  per  re- 

portof 1821,  $192,375.34 

do                do        1822,  640,960.36 

do               do        1823,  805,040.97 

do               do        1824,  413,261.14 

do               do        1825,  185,125.00 

do               do        1826,  237,246.59 

do               do        1827,  301,212.79 

do               do        1828,  255,254.10 

oo               do        1829,  122,107.11 

do               do        1880,  54,091.78 


2,705,294.27 


$3,206,675  18 


Samuel  Young 

Received,  per  report  of  1821,  #410,168.47 

1822,  144,472.72 

1823,  518,767.05 

1824,  466,469.18 

1825,  105,870.46 

1826,  150,224.03 

1827,  199,000.00 

1828,  36,371.54 

1829,  3,054.20 


2,034,397.65 


Total  amount  of  receipts,  #10,513,502.53 


EX££KBlT\rBtfft. 

Tlie  above  sums  bave  been  accounted  for  as  follows : 
By  Myron  Holley,  agreeable  to 
report, made 20th  Feb.  1821,  #1,407, 444. 94J 
.     31st  Mar.  1822,        391,980.634 
17th  Mar.  1823,       349,036.16 
16th  Feb.  1824,        366,042.02 
19th  Feb.  1825,  19,475.66 

SSthMar.  1826,  843.41 


#2,535,822.83 


[No.  206.] 
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By  William  C.  Bouck, 

per  report  of  IMS,  $1,589.80                   > 

1823,  267,353.63 

1824,  542,704.11 

1825,  1,045,181.23 

1826,  489,957.78 

1827,  78,466.79 

1828,  82,933.44 

1829,  148,313.01 
Present  report,  48 ,  778 .  60 

#2,705,278. 2» 

By  Henry  Seymour, 

per  report  of  1821,  $194,525.69 

1822,  636,810.01 

1823,  806,805.63 

1824,  410,226.54 

1825,  186,424.78 

1826,  237,216,75 

1827,  297,836.58 

1828,  «69,649.80 

1829,  121,087.62 
Present  report,        518,027.53 

3,203,610.93 

By  Samuel  Young, 

per  report  of  1821,  $402,552.90 

1822,  152,088.29 

1823,  518,767.05 

1824,  466,475.17 

1825,  105,638.51 

1826,  150,224.03 

1827,  187,565.18 

1828,  50,860.56 

2,034,171.69 

Total  amount  of  expenditures, $10,477,883.74 

Balance  for  which  Mr.  Holley  has 
not  rendered  vouchers,  (see  for- 
mer reports  and  Comptroller's 
books)  32,312.60 

Balance  due  from  Mr.  Bouck, ....  1 5 .  98 

Do.    unexpended,  due  from  Mr. 
Seymour, + 3,064,26 

as^a^ss 

Amount  of  toll  collected  on  the  Champkdn  canal, 
in  1823,  charged*  to  commissioners  and. paid 
by  them, , 225.96 

$10,513,602.53 
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Ex^enditmreB^  the  Can«i\  Oommiaaioners. 

ERIE  &  CHAMPLAIN  CANALS. 

Total  amount  of  expenditures, 
agreeably  to  report  of  1821,  $2,004,523.63$ 

1822,  1,184,468.734 

1823,  1,941,962.87 

1824,  1,785,447.84 

1825,  1,856,720.18 

1826,  833,146.97 

1827,  868,103.51 

1828,  162,130.10 

1829,  91,902.72 
Present  report,          49, 107 . 55 


9,777,513.51 


OSWEGO  CANAL. 

Total  amount  of  expenditures, 

agreeably  to  report  of  1820,  $44,070.00 

1827,  188,445.57 

1828,  186,021.00 

1829,  86,579:37 
Present  report,  29,715.08 


CAYUGA  &  SENECA  CANAL. 

Total  amount  of  expenditures, 

agreeably  Ml  report  of  1826,       .  41,025.00 


534,831.02 


.7,319,47 
46,292.70 
90,918.54 
Present  report,  20,983.50 


1828,  46,292.70 

1819,  90,918.54 


165,539.21 


Total  of  expenditures  by  the  canal  commissioners,  $10,477,883.74 

ERIE  &  CHAMPLAIN  CANALS. 

In  1826,  per  report  made  to  the  Assent- . 

bly,  17th  Feb.  folio  560,  of  1827,  $182,162.19 
In  1827,  per  report  of  1828,    232,472.88 

1828,  do.  ■       1829,    225,846.44 

1829,  per  present  report,  232,931.05 

$873,412.55 
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OSWEGO  CANAL. 

In  1828,  per  report  of  1829,      #8,687 .  19 

1829,  per  present  report,  13,003.46 

21,640.64 

CAYUGA  &  SENECA  CANAL. 
In  1829,  per  present  report, 8,499.45. 

Total  of  expenditures  by  superintendents  of  repairs,  $903,662.64 


(B.) 

Accounts  rendered  by  William  C.  Bouck,  Canal  CommUeioner, 
Erie  and  Champlain  Canals. 

No.  780. 

ALFRED  BARRETT. 

Services  as  engineer. 

1829,  April 27, #242.90 

No.  806. 

Mcdonald  &  rice. 

Glen's  FaHs  feeder. 

Jan.    20,   1,600.00 

May    12, 700.60 

July      8, 784.00 

2,984.00 

No.  808. 

BORDWELL  &  BRAYTON. 

Rebuilding  three  locks  at  Fort  Ann. 

Jan.      6, 800.00 

Feb.    12, 1,000.00 

April    1, 1,600.00 

May    16, 637.00 

3,837.00 

No.  809. 
JOHN  VAN  NORTWICK. 
Services  as  engineer. 
Jan.    20,. » .    68.00 
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No.  811. 

STACKHOUSE,  RICE  &  Co. 

Guard-lock  at  the  head  of  Fort  Edward  feeder. 

WW,  Jan.    27, 600.00 

April    2, 600.00 

May    12, 900.00 

Aug.    14, 100.00 

Sept  21, 100.00 

2,800.00 

No.  812. 

D.  WEIGHT,  Treasurer  of  Florida  Bridge  Company. 

Towing-path  bridge  across  Schoharie  creek. 

Jan.    27, 1,000.00 

May     6, 760.00 

July   21,.. 1,000.00 

Oct       1, 750.00 

Nov.    14, 800.00 

— 4,300.00 

No.  818. 

DIBBLE  &  McGINNIS. 

Rebuilding  abutment  of  Fish  creek  aqueduct 

March  22,.. 800.00 

May   11, 892.48 

.    1,192.48 

No.  814. 

STACKHOUSE  &  GRIFFING. 

Guard-lock  at  the  head  of  Glen's  Falls  feeder. 

May    18,..; 800.00 

July      7, 500.00 

Aug.    14, 800.00 

1,100.00 

No.  815. 
KING  &  LIVINGSTON. 
Paddle-gates. 
June    10, 240.24 

No.  816. 
CANVASS  WHITE,  Pres't  of  Cohoes  Bridge,  Comp'y. 
Towing-path  bridge  across  the  Mohawk  river. 
June   18,.., 1,000.00 

No.  651. 
WILLIAM  C.  BOUCK. 
His  salary  as  canal  commissioner, . . .  1,500.00 
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No.  691. 

Miscellaneous  account*  of  payments  on  the  Erie 
and  Cbamplain  canals : 
1829,  Feb.    12,  John  F.  Clarkson,  for  erecting  crane, 

&c. ...............  #12d.57 

"      19,  George  Edson,  for  damages; 100.00 

«      20,  Ralph  Clark,            do             ......  40.00 

c<      J2,  Joseph  Waggoner,   do            ......  225.00 

«       IS,  Thomas  HiBhouse,  do            . . .  J . .  360.00 

"       17,  Sarah  Curtis,            do             60.00 

«       "    Elbert  Visscher,       do            60.00 

Feb.     3,  Richard  L.  Smith,    do            ......  100.00 

March  22,  Esek  Cowan,           do            1J862.00 

"       20,  James  Myers,  erecting  weigh  scales,  88.56 

April     4,  Uriah  Shearer,  for  damages, 80  00 

«         8,     "       do                  do         .    '620.00 

May     11,  Betsey  Jakway,       do            .......  :  105.00 

"        "   LodowecusL.Viele,do           .......  90.00 

«       14,  Elijah  Butterfield,    do            .. 200.00 

«        "  E.  &  S.  Butterfield,  do             800.00 

"        «   Josiah  Harris,  do  60.00 

"      18,  Richard  Burt,           do            156 .  50 

«        "   E.  &  8.  Butterfield,  do             in  full,  128.00 

"        «  Elijah  Butterfield,   do                do  119.00 

«        «   S.  Butterfield,          do 140.50 

«        h   Lyman  Litilefield,    do   •        ........  257.56 

«       «  Joseph  Campbell,    do           105  00 

«        «  Oliver  Griffin,          do            ......  100'£2 

«        «   Henry  Barnhart,      do            100.00 

"        "   William  Baker,        do            76 .00 

June     9,  Henry  Van  Schaick,  do.           850.00 

«        "  Gerard  Van  Sehaick,  do           ,'.,,•»  950.00 

«       10,  Samuel  Jackson,       do            50 .  00 

July      6,  Noah  Payn,              do 184.00 

"        0,  Daniel  Payn,            do            412.00 

«      10,  John  Smith,              do             ......  77 .  65 

«      12,  Jas.  Van  Der  Werken,  ex'r.,  &c.  do  80.00 

Aug.    14,  William  MoAuley ,  for  damages, ....  300 .00 

«        «   Stephen  V.R,  Sweet,  do          50.00 

«        "   Noah  Payn,              do            240.00 

«        "    Moses  Billings,        do            ......  40.00 

«        "   Samuel  Bennett,      do 50.00 

«        "   Zachariah  Reynolds,  do            30 .  00 

Nov.    6,  James  Rogers,          do 80.00 

May    18,  John  K.  Averill,  for  printing  notices,  2.00 

March  26,  Croiwell  ft  Van  Benthuysen,  do  14.50 
f<         "                       do                          do             .        11.56 

July     8,  James  Wright,                         do  2.00 

Sept.  22,  E.  Brainanl,  weighing  scales, 33 .08 

Blanfcbcffk,  ..,. I-0* 

Total  amount  expended  by  Wm.  C.  Bouek,  on 
the  Erie  and  Cbamplain  canals, #27,795. 1U 
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(€.) 

Account*  rendered  by  Henry  Seymour,  Canal  Commmioner. 

ERIE  CANAL. 

No.  701. 

DAVID  FITZGERALD. 

Mason-work. 

Feb.  12, 1,000.00 

April  85, •. 1,000.00 

June  20........... 500.00 

Aug,  4, 1,500.00 

Oot.6, «»..'.. ...... ....,, 1,800.00 

Dec.  17, 1,500  00 

— — ■ -        6,800.00. 

No.  348. 

JOHN  C.  BROWN. 

Embankment 

Feb.  24, ......»., »»  290.00 

. .  No.  561, 
DARIUS  EGGLESTON. 
Making  fence; 
March  20, 12.50 

No.  869. 
PLINY  DARROW. 
Garpentere  work. 

Feb.   2,. 1,500.00 

March  6, 1,500.00 

April  16, -.v..w 4..    £,000.00 

M     25, „ 778.59 

.?..,"  f 1,000.00 

6,778.59 

..    ,  ,  No.  899. 

HORATIO'  N.  HEWES. 

Building  dam. 
Joljr29,.» 467.00 

No.  900. 
JEREMIAH  BRAINARD. 
Erecting  scales  at  Utka. 
Aug.  19, 2,500.00 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


16 

No.  846. 
PAYMENTS  FOR  DAMAGES. 

Feb.  12,  James  Van  Volkenburgh, $50.00 

"  24,  Clement  &  Margaret  Fralick,. . .       274.00 

"    28,  Douw  B.  Slingerland, 72 .00 

Mar.   9,  John  Folta, .       300.00 

"     23,  Angelica  Schermerhorn, .......       247 .  50 

May  25,  Elisha  Beebe, 40.00 

"     "  Nehemiah  Tower, 60.00 

June  16,  Isaac  Nutmans,  administrator,.  •  •         12.00 

July  28,  John  Forster, 300.00 

Aug.  13,  Mary  Gumair,  administratrix,.  •  •      260.00 

Sept.  15,  Gideon  Raymond,  . . 1 ,000.00 

1830. 

Jan.         Alex.  Rbbb,  executor, 21 .00 

-r 2,626.50 

No.  847. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNTS  OF  PAYMENTS 
ON  THE  ERIE  CANAL. 

1827,  Oct  18,  Chauncey  Beach,  publishing 

notice, 3.00 

1828,  Nov  28,  Croswell  &  Van  Benthuy- 

sen, do. .  • 2.75 

1829,  Oct.  16,  Geo.  Williams  &  Co.  do.  3.45 
"    Not  20,  J.  D.  Daniels,  materials  for 

weigh  lock, ,       188.66 

1830,  Jan.    9,OrvilleW.  Child,  services 

&e.  as  engineer, 150.00 

. 347.86 

No.  202. 

HENRY  SEYMOUR. 

Canal  Commissioner. 

His  salary  for  1829, 1,500.00 

Total  amount  of  preceding  payments,  by  Henry  Sey- 
mour, on  the  Erie  canal,. $21,318.45 
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Accounts  rendered  "by  Henry  Seymour,  Canal 
Commissioner. 

OSWEGO  CANAL. 

No.  7. 

CADY,  CASE,  &  Co. 

Sections  6, 7  and  It. 

1889,  Jan.     15,...; $55.06 

No.  9. 

HENRY  &  JOSEPH  WARD. 

Sec.  3,  9,  and  10. 

March  21, $800.00 

April   14, 111.54 

311.54 

No.  13. 
NATHANIEL  ALLEN  &  Co. 
Lock  and  dam  contract 
Mareh81, 6)911.87 

No.  14. 
HIGGINBOTHAM  ft  HITCHCOCK. 
Lake  see.  No.  4,  and  sec.  No.  11. 
April     8, 3,400.38 

No.  16. 

JAMES  HOWARD. 

Hone-Shoe  dam. 

J«n.    19, 1,000.00 

"      31, 800.00 

Feb.    81, 318.38 

1,618.38 

No.  17. 
JOHN  COOK. 
Sec.  No.  3. 
March  IS, 635.94 

No.  18. 

JOHN  E.  SMITH. 

Sec.  No.  4  and  5. 

March  8, 534.34 

[No.  808.]  3 
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No.  19. 

SAMUEL  BRONSON. 

Lake  sec.  No.  2. 

1829,  Feb.    18, 8,489.81 

No.  20. 
THOMAS  ROSE. 
Work  on  lake  sec. 
Feb.    29, ...  818.87 

No.  22. 
JEREMIAH  CLARK,  jr. 
Sec.  No.  8. 
Feb.    18, 2,798.74 

« 

No.  28. 

THOMPSON  FALLEY. 

Sec.  No.  4. 

Marches, 881.50 

July       9, 200.00 


No.  24. 
PATRICK  B.  BILL. 
Sec.  No.  5.  - 

Jan.      8, 60.00 

Feb.    25, 1,098.06 

No.  26. 

CALVIN  MITCHELL. 

River  sec.  No.  I, 

Jan.    23...... 290.00 

Feb.    12, '."    616.82 

No.  27. 

ORVILLE  W.  CHILD. 

Engineer. 

Feb.    28, 818.14 

March  2, 694.58 

1880,  Jan.      9, 827.12 


1,081  50 


1,148.06 


906.82 


1,839.84 
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No.  28. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

For  timber. 

1829,  Jan.     IS, 826.59 

"       " 50.00 

876.59 

No.  29. 
NATHAN  EATON. 
Horse-shoe  dam. 
Aug.    10,. 2,043.48 

No.  31. 

WILLIAM  L.  CROSSETT. 

Lock  No.  2. 

1828,  Dec.    21, .*. 1,298.50 

1829,  Feb.      2, 650.61 

March   2, 95.52 

2,044.63 

No.  32. 
PLINY  DARROW. 
Labor. 
April   25, "... .j^.  920.63 


No.  30. 

Miscellaneous  account*  of  payments 
on  the  Oswego  Canal. 

1828,  Oct.       8,  Lewis  King,  for  lime,  , .       253.00- 
Dec.     19,  Luther  Palmer,  for  labor,        50.00 

1829,  Jan.       9,  Nathan  Huntly,  for  tim- 

ber, .... 176.16 

"        14,  Thomas  Beattie,  painting    + 

locks,  &c 105.00 

584.16 

Total  amount  expended  by  the  commissioners, 

on  the  Oswego  canal, •*.  $39,715.08 
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Paymente  made  by  WuVam  C.  Bouck,  en  the  Cayuga  and  Sene- 
ca Canal. 

No.  5. 

JOHN  L.  BIGELOW. 

Lock  No.  1 1,  excavating  canal,  and  for  labor. 

1829,  Jan.    21, 161.66 

"       " 600.00 

Feb.    16, 300.00 

April  16, 600.00 

Jane   26,.... 429.35 

—      1,890.91 

(No.  6.) 

PATRICK  B.  BILL. 

Allowance  by  canal  board,  on  bis  contract,  for  sec- 
tion No.  16. 

April       > 160.00 

No.  12. 
WILLIAM  GRIGGS. 
For  ne.  No.  2  and  6. 
Jan.    12 37.50 

No.  24. 
HOVEY  *  WINES. 
Look  No.  2. 
July   14, 49.00 

No.  29. 
LEWIS  McCLOUD. 
Lock  No.  1,  and  sec.  No.  10. 
Jan.     14,.*, _.  390.40 

No.  30. 

JACOB  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Labor. 

Feb.  IV,  ,. 643.92 

No.  36. 

DAVID  THOMAS, 

Engineer. 

Jan.  6* 7.06 

June" 10.00 

17.06 
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No.  38. 
HENRY  HILL  ft  Co. 
Allowance  made  by  canal  board,  on  their  contract  for 

section  No.  24. 
1829. 
June  11, 346.00 

No.  40. 

NOAH  DENNIS. 

Engineer. 

June  26, 240.00 

Oct,  30, 100.00 


No.  41. 

BAKER  ft  SMITH, 

Sec.  7, 13, 14, 15. 

Jane  «, 104.14 

**«6, 200,00 

Aug  17, 355.92 

«r  u 500.00 


No.  44. 

YOUNG,  WILLARD  ft  OLMSTEAD, 

Lateral  canal. 

'«•  »» 2,000.00 

?«*.  If. 500.00 

J™*™* 4,000.00 

0«*-  13, 2,000.00 


340.00 


1,159.86 


No.  42. 

TILLMAN  &  BROWN. 

See.  No.  11  ft  12. 

J« 309.57 

No.  43. 

BEARD  ft  BARCLAY. 

Sec.  No.  31  ft  32. 

J«n-   19, 500.00 

April  15, 300.00 

Jane  11,., 372.17 

"      M 1,600.00 


2,772.17 


8,500.00 
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No.  45. 
TILLMAN  &  BIGELOW. 
1829. 
June  25, 407.78 

No.  46. 

WILSON  N.  BROWN, 

Labor. 

April  17, 260.00 

May  SO, i 250.00 

June  25, 1,175.77 


1,675.77 


No.  87. 

Miecettaneaue  account  of  payments  on  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  carnal.  , 

Jan.      7,  David  Thomas,  exploring  canal  routes, $200.00 

Feb.    10,  John  F.  King,  for  cast  iron  wicket  gates,  ....  66.40 

Jan.      1,  E.  Martin,  for  building  fence, 135.50 

Feb.    27,  Benj.  Samout, Tor  labor, 54. 18 

April  16,  Sam'l.  Stowell,  for  lock  tending,  &c, 92 .97 

June  10,  King  &  Livingston,  for  paddle  gates, 73  •  36 

"    23,  Barclay  &  Sentell,  for  constructing  break  water,  430 .  83 

"   H.  W.  Dobbin,  for  making  fence, 104. 50 

26,  Danl.  Obermyer,  for  labor,. 29.80 

"   Nicholas  Morgan,  for  making  fence, . . 42 .  50 

«   John  E.  F.  Clarke,            do 123.00 

"   Solomon  P.  Jacobs,           do. 243 .00 

Aug.    15,  Stephen  N.  Bayard,  for  damages, 239.47 

Mar.  28,  Daniel  Rogers,  for  paddle  gates, 506 .  96 

Oct     13,  Lorine  Willard,  for  labor, 34.25 

Mar.    12,  John  Farrand,  for  trimming  tow-path, 10.00 

June    29,  Jno.  C.  Van  Buskirk,  for  removing  fence,. . .  6.84 

Total  amount  expended  by  the  commissioners,  on  the 
€ayuga  &  Seneca  canal, $20, 983.50 
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gj,joegoand  Cayuga  and  Seneca  Cattul*, 


tA 


14 


Dbbanaaoate. 


16,487.21 

13,688.40 

7,883.70 

8,504.14 

30,633.13 

36,438.61 

14,532.11 

11,765.97 

12,906.78 


17,897.27 
21,009.40 

21,581.25 

11,700.86 
719.49 


Total. 


17,187.21 
14,388.40 
7,683.79 
8,804.14 
31,383.13 
37,038.61 


15,132.11 
12,365.97 
13,506.78 


18,497.27 
21,609.40 

22,181.25 

12,200.86 
952.13 


$232,931.05 


1225,248.41 
QjjO\  12,403.45|13,003.45|       13,003.45 

JoX)|    8,049.45|  8,499.45|        8,499.45 


#254,433.95 


and  Boel. 
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No.  209. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February   19,  1830. 

r 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  cm  Courts  of  Justice,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Gershom  Stevens,  &c. 

Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  committee  on  courts  of  justice,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Gershom  Stevens,  end  the  report  of  the  Sur- 
veyor-General thereon, 

REPORTED— 

That  it  appears  from  the  documents  submitted  to  the -committee, 
that  in  May  1754,  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Broome*  in  the 
county  of  Schoharie,  was  patented  to  Ury  Bichtmeyer  and  others. 
The  patent,  after  describing  the  place  of  beginning  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Schoharie  creek,  in  the  northerly  extreme  of  the  tract,  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  cannot  be  mistaken,  and  about  which  there  is  no 
dispute,  gives  the  foUowibg  courses  and  distances. — "West  40 
chains ;  then  south  124  chains ;  thence  south  18  degrees  east,  136 
chains ;  thence  south  21  degrees  west,  135  chains ;  thence  east  40 
chains,  to  a  to  Ait*  itfMtrse  standing  on  die  west  side  of  said  creek ; 
thence  east  80  chains;  thence  north  88  degrees  east,  100 chains; 
thence  north  121  chains ;  thence  north  19  degrees  west,  185  chains ; 
thence  west  80  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  no  description  is  given  of  the  termina- 
tion of  any  course,  other  than  its  length ;  excepting  where  the  north 
and  south  bounds  of  the  tract  intersect  the  Schoharie  creek ;  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  bounds  inclosing  th*  tract,  had  not  been  survey* 
ed  before  the  date  of  the  patent 

[No  209.]  1 
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In  1805,  James  Cockburn  and  Jacob  Trumpbour,  jr.  were  deputed 
by  the  Surveyor-General  to  survey  and  allot  the  unappropriated 
land  adjoining  this  patent.  In  doing  which,  it  was  necessary  to  trace 
and  locate  so  much  of  the  bounds  of  said  patent  as  laid  east  of  the 
Schoharie  creek.  In  doing  which,  the  surveyors  commenced  at  the 
monument  designated  in  the  south  bounds,  and  followed  the  courses 
and  distances  laid  down  in  the  patent,  until  they  came  to  the  last 
line,  which  they  run  from  the  termination  of  the  preceding  course, 
straight  to  the  place  of  beginning.  This  line  they  found  to  be  north 
73  degrees  west,  80  chains. 

The  land  lying  along  the  northeast  side  of  this  line,  was  alloted 
out  by  the  said  surveyors,  as  belonging  to  the  state,  and  in  1810  was 
sold  by  the  Surveyor-General  to  'Asa  Starkweather,  who  assigned 
the  same  to  the  petitioner,  Gershom  Stevens,  who  has  made  improve- 
ments: find*  built  b  house  -  meteon,  'and  peaceably  occupied  the  same 
until  July  last,  when  bis  right  to  harvest  his  crops  was  denied  by  a 
part  owner  of  the  Richtmeyer  patent,  who  contended  that,  as  the 
last  line  in  the  patent  was  described  as  running,  "  thence  west  80 
chains  to  the  place  of  beginning,"  the  preceding  line  should  have 
been  continued  so  far  north  as  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  point  of 
termination,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  would  have  been  a  west  line, 
and  that  the  surveyors  erred  in  confining  the  length  of  that  line  to 
185  chains,  the  distance  given  in  the  patent ;  or,  in  other  words, 
they  insisted  that  the  course  mentioned  in  the  last  line,  should  con- 
trol the  length  of  the  former  one/although  it  was  mentioned  in  the 
patent 

The  merits  of  this  case  seem  to  depend  on,  whether  the  paten- 
tees are  right  in  their  construction.  If  the  line  spoken  of  is  to  be 
extended  north  to  the  point  contended  for  by  them,  it  would  in- 
clude the  land  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  state  ought  at  least  to  give 
up  the  bond  of  the  purchaser,  and  refund  the  money  which  has 
been  paid ;  this  being  a  portion  of  the  relief  asked  for  by  the  peti- 
tioner. 

The  committee  have  bestowed  their  attention  to  the  principle  con- 
tended for  by  the  owners  of  Richtmeyer  patent,  and  are  unanimous- 
ly of  opinion  that  it  is  not  sound. 

The  committee  understand  that  thepiinciple  pursued  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  presides  over  the  Surveyor-General's  department  with 
such  distinguished  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  state,  is, 
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that  monuments  and  well  defined  localities  must  control  courses  and 
distances.  The  location,  in  this  case,  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
principle ;  in  the  soundness  of  which  the  committee  fully  concur, 
and  they  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  he  have'leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 
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No.  210. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Februar/24,   1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Courts  of  Justice,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  gives  to  the 
vice-chancellors  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  certain 
cases." 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  on  courts  of  justice,  on  the 
bill,  entitled  u  An  net  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
as  gives  to  the  vise-chancellors  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  certain  ca- 


REPORTED: 

Thai  by  the  second  section  of  the  second  title  of  chapter  first,  of 
the  third  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  every  circuit  judge  is  de- 
clared a  vice-chancellor,  and  original  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  concurrently  with  the  chancellor,  in  the  following 
cases: 

1.  When  causes  and  matters  shall  have  arisen  within  the  circuit 
of  such  judge. 

t:  When  die  subject  matter  in  controversy  is  situated  withiajrach 
circuit. 

S.  When  the  defendants  or  persons  proceeded  against,  or  either 
of  thetn,  reside  within  such  limits. 
[No.  210.]  1 
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2 
The  fifty-fourth  section  of  the  same  title  provides  that  all  bills 
and  petitions  shall  be  addressed  to  the  chancellor:  such  as  re- 
late to  a  cause  or  matter  which,  according  to  the  provisions  of  that 
title,  may  be  heard  by  a  vice-chancellor,  shall  be  presented  to  such 
vice-chancellor,  and  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  residing  fir 
such  circuit,  except  that  in  the  thffd  circuit  bills  and  petitions  are 
to  be  filed  with  the  register,  and  in  the  first  circuit  with  the  assist- 
ant-register. 

4 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  provisions  of  the  second  and  fifty- 
fourth  sections  of  the  aforesaid  title  are  repugnant  to  each  other, 
the  second  section  giving  to  the  chancellor  original  jurisdiction  con- 
currently with  the  vieeehanceHors  in  the  eases  therein  specified, 
and  the  fifty-fourth  depriving  him  of  all  such  original  jurisdiction. 

>  By  the  act  entitled  "An  pot  concerning  the  Revised  Statutes," 
section  twelve,  it  is  declared, "  that  if  any  provisions  in  the  different 
parts  or  chapters  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  repugnapt  to  etph 
other,  that  which  sljall  be  last  in  the<order  therein  before  declared* 
shall  prevail,  and  so  much  of  any  prior  provision. as  is.  inconsistent 
>  with  such  fast  provision,,  shajl  be  deemed  to  be  repealed  thereby ;" 

arid  ihus  in  etfect,  the  second  section  of  the  aforesaid  title  is  re- 
pealed by  the  fifty-fourth  section,  and  the  chancellor  deprived  ol  all 

original  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein  specified. 

i  .  ...    «...  .  »• 

-  The  bill  referred  to  the  committee  consists  of  a  single  section, 
repealing  so  much  of  section  fifty-four,  above  mentioned,  as  con- 
fers upon  the  vice-chancellors  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  in 
said  section  mentioned. 

Without  a  particular  inquiiy  into  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
in  enacting  that  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  the  court 
of  chancery,  although  it  would  appear  that  the  Legislature  intended 
that  the  chancellor  should  detain  original  jurisdiction  concurrently 
with  the  vice-chancellors,  in  the  cases  specified  in  the  said  second 
section,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the 
fifty-fourth  section  aforesaid,  and  the  fiftyrfifth  section,  which  de- 
pends thereon,  and  thus  restore  to  the  chancellor  the  concurrent 
original  jurisdiction,  of  which  he  is  deprived  by  the  fifty-fourth  sec- 
tion. This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  in  connection,  with 
the  power  now  given  to  the  chancellor  of  sending  down  causes  to 
be  heard  by  die  vice-chancellors,  will  best  promote  the  interest  of 
suitors  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  it  is  presumed  will  be  in  coH- 
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family  with  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  their  enactments 
upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  committee,  so  amended  as  merely  to  re- 
peal section  fifty-four  and  fifty-five,  of  title  second,  of  chapter  first,         * 
of  the  third  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to 
become  a  law. 
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No.  211. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

Februarj  24,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improve- 
ments, on  the  petition  of  William  Harris,  Daniel 
Burt  and  George  M.  Burt 

*  Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improve- 
ments, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Harris,  Daniel 
Burt  and  George  M.  Burt,  praying  for  an  act  directing  a  re-appraise- 
ment  of  damages  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  them  in  con- 
sequence of  the  erection  of  the  Saratoga  dam  across  the  Hudson 
river, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  petitioners  represent  'that  they  were  the  owners  and 
possessors  of  a  valuable  mill  site  situate  upon  the  Hudson  river  at 
the  foot  of  Fort-Miller  falls,  upon  which  were  erected  mills  for  flour- 
ing, grinding,  &c.  and  that  the  same,  previous  to  the  erection  of  the 
Saratoga  dam,  were  estimated  to  be  worth  $6,000. 

That  in  the  year  1826,  the  canal  appraisers  examined  the  premis- 
es and  assessed  the  damages  sustained  by  the  petitioners  at  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars,  which  sum  was  duly  paid 
to  the  said  petitioners. 

The  petitioners  however  set  forth  that  at  the  time  of  the  appraise- 
ment of  their  damages,  it  was  expressly  averred  by  the  canal  ap» 
praisers,  and  so  understood,  both  by  them  and  by  your  petitioners, 
that  the  mills  and  privileges  of  the  petitioners-would  be  but  partial- 
ly injured  by  the  erection  of  the  Saratoga  dam,  inasmuch  as  a  power 
would  still  be  left,  which,  by  the  construction  of  a  re-acting  water- 
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wheel,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  operate  said  mills.  That  this 
consideration  formed  a  part  of  the  data  upon  which  the  canal  ap- 
praisers acted,  and  in  reference  to  which  their  appraisement  was 
made. 

For  the  correctness  of  these  allegations,  the  committee  were  re- 
ferred bj  the  petitioners  to  the  board  of  appraiser,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Young,  Woods  and  Selden.  The  committee  have  seen  and 
conversed  with  two  of  the  said  board  of  canal  appraisers,  Messrs. 
Young  and  Selden,  who  concur  in  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the 
appraisement  of  the  damages  of  the  petitioners,  the  practicability  of 
constructing  a  wheel  upon  the  principle  alluded  to  by  the  petition- 
ers, was  a  subject  agitated  by  the •  appraisers  :  that  it  was  by  them 
deemed  feasible,  and  that  this  consideration,  doubtless,  influenced 
them  in' their  estimate  of  the  damages;  though  how  much,  and'  to 
what  exteot,  they^were  unable  then  to  state. 

The  petitioners  further  allege,  and  introduce  before  the  commit- 
tee e  vide  bee.  to  establish  the  fact,  that  the  canal  appraisers  were 
mistaken  in  their  supposition  as  to  the  feasibility  of  erecting  a  re- 
acting water-wheel,  with  power  sufficient  to  operate  said  mills ;  that 
experienced  and  intelligent  mill- wrights  have  examined  the  premises 
with  a  view  to  this  object,  and  given  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  pow- 
er is  not  attainable  upon  the  principle  suggested  by  the  canal  ap- 
praisers ;  and,  in  short,  that  by  the  erection  of  the  Saratoga  dam, 
the  mills  of  the  petitioners  are  rendered  valueless,  and  the  site 
whereon  they  stand  utterly  destroyed. 

The  above  are  the  facts  in  this  ease  as  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee ;  and  from  a  review  thereof,  it  would  seem  to  be  one  in  which 
apparent  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  petitioners,  not  from  the  want 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  as  well 
their  interests  as  those  of  the  state,  but  from  what  subsequent  ex- 
amination has  shown  to  be  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts.  It  seems 
that  no  appeal  was  made  from  the  decision  of  the  appraisers,  owing, 
as  the  petitioners  allege,  both  to  their  then  "  straitened  circumstan- 
ces," and  to  the  fact,  that  they  were  not  fully  apprised  of  their  ina- 
bility to  avail  themselves  of  the  plan  suggested  by  the  canal  apprais- 
ers, till  after  the  lapse  of  the  time  provided  by  law  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  would  not  recommend  any  measure  which,  by  pos- 
sibility, could  be  considered  as  a  precedent 'for  opening  the  door  of 
legislation  upon  claims,  the  adjustment  and  decision  of  which  be- 
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long  to  departments  especially  created  for  that  purpose;  and  in  re* 
commending  a  re-examination  of  the  premises  in  the  present  case, 
with  a  view  to  the  exclusive  correction  of  an  admitted  error,  the 
committee  can  anticipate  no  such  result.  In  the  case  before  the  com- 
mittee, an  appraisement  of  damages  has  been  made  with  reference 
to  a  suppossed  fact,  the  supposition  of  which  the  appraisers  them- 
selves admit,  has  had  an  influence  in  the  estimate  of  those  damages. 
Subsequent  examination  having  shown  that  no  such  fact  existed,  it 
is  clear  to  the  committee  that  the  petitioners  are  sufferers  to  the 
amount  of  that  influence,  whatever  the.  same  may  be.  The  commit- 
tee, therefore,  with  reference  to  this  special  circumstance,  have  pre- 
pared a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  and  now  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  same. 
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No.  212. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  23,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  John 
N.  Quackenbush  and  others,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law,  authorising  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  inspector  of  lumber  for  the  City  of 
Albany. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  N.  Quackenbush  and  others,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorising  the  appointment  of  an  additional  in- 
spector of  lumber  for  the  citj  of  Albany, 

REPORTED : 

That  the  petitioners  are  lumber  merchants,  residing  in  the  said 
city,  and  that  most  of  them  are  extensively  engaged  in  that  branch 
ofbusiness. 

That  the  number  of  inspectors  of  lumber  for  that  city  is  by  law 
limited  to  four ;  and  that  three  of  the  incumbents  who  have  attend- 
ed before  this  committee,  agree  with  the  petitioners  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  an  additional  inspector  of  lumber  for  that  city. 

The  lumber  business,  which  has  become  a  very  important  branch 
of  trade  in  that  city,  has,  during  the  last  three  years  greatly  increas- 
ed; and  the  consequent  pressure  of  business  upon,  the  inspectors, 
has  frequently,  during  the  last  year,  subjected  the  dealers  to  much 
delay  and  inconvenience,  in  being  obliged  to  wait  their  turn  for  the 
inspection  of  their  lumber. 
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The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  an  addition* 
al  inspector  of  lumber  for  the  city  of  Albany,  would  facilitate  the 
operations  in  that  branch  of  business,  and  therefore  respectfully  re- 
commend the  same,  and  have  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  213. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  25,  1830. 

seBsssssesssssKsssssssssesscsssssssa 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,   on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Becker. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Henry  Becker,  a  revolutionary  soldier, 

Rsportsd  : 

That  the  petitioner  alledges,  that  he  enlisted  and  served  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  became  entitled  to  the  bounty  lands  assigned 
to  soldiers  under  similar  circumstances ;  that  after  the  war  he  ex- 
amined the  records  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  found, 
as  he  supposed,  that  lot  No.  31,  in  the  town  of  Ulysses,  was  drawn 
for  him ;  that  he  did  not  procure  his  patent  or  take  any  further  steps 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  till  some  time  in  the  year  1828,  when,  on 
further  examination,  it  appeared  that  there  was  so  much  doubt 
whether  the  lot  in  question  was  drawn  for  him,  or  for  one  Henry 
Baker,  another  revolutionary  soldier,  that  the  petitioner  was  in* 
duced  to  abandon  the  prosecution  of  a  suit  he  had  previously  insti- 
tuted against  the  occupants  of  the  lot. 

The  testimony  submitted  to  the  committee,  is  not  such  as  to  satis- 
fy them  that  the  claim  rests  on  a  legal,  or  an  equitable  basis,  as 
against  the  state ;  and  although  they  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  petitioner,  as  a  patriot  and  a  soldier,  and  although  his 
advanced  age  and  venerable  appearance,  call  forth  their  warmest  sym- 
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pathies,  yet  they  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  application 
is  not  well  sustained.  The  committee  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  he  hare  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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No-  214. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  23,   1830. 


.  REPORT 

Of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  against  amending  Sec- 
tions 8  and  9,  of  Chap.  20,  of  Title  1  of  the  1st 
Part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  from  the  committee  on  courts  of  justice,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  resolution  of  this  house,  directing  them  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  to  this  house,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  8th 
section  of  chapter  20,  of  title  1,  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
so  as  to  give  relief  to  the  wires  and  children  x>f  sueh  persons  as 
abandon  their  families,  and  neglect  to  provide  for  them,  and  do  not 
abscond,  within  the  meaning  of  the  present  laws, 

REPORTED— 

That  according  to  sections  8  and  9  of  the  chapter  and  title  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  referred  to  by  the  above  resolution,  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state,  may  apply  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  their  county,  for  a  warrant  to  seize  the  real 
and  personal  estate  of  any  person,  who  shall  abscond  from  his  wife 
and  children,  leaving  them  chargeable,  or  likely  to  beeome  charge* 
able  upon  the  public  for  their  support, 

It  is  contended  by  those  at  whose  instigation  the  attention  of  your 
committee  has  been  called  to  this  subject,  that  the  powers  of  the -over* 
seers  of  the  poor  and  justices  of  the  peace  ought  to  be  so  extended 
as  to  enable  them  to  seise,  for  the  support  of  their  families,  the  pro- 
perty of  those  who  abandon  their  families,  but  who  have  not  techni- 
cally absconded, 
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Your  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  obligation  that  rests 
upon  every  head  of  a  family  "  to  provide  for  his  own  household ;" 
but  while  on  the  one  hand  they  appreciate  the  sacred  character  of 
this  duty,  inculcated  as  it  is  by  an  authority  more  obligatory  than  any 
human  mandate,  or  legislative  enactment,  they  cannot  on  the  other 
hand  lose  sight  of  the  inviolable  character  in  which  private  property 
ought  ever  to  be  regarded,  and  of  the  great  caution  with  which  a 
summary  controul  over  it,  like  that  contemplated  by  the  resolution, 
ought  to  be  given. 

To  render  the  property  of  improvident  parents  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Revised  Statutes,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should 
abscond  from  those  who  are  the  legitimate  objects  of  their  support 
and  protection.  Every  omission  to  provide  for  them,  and  every  de- 
sertion of  his  home  or  hi3  family,  does  not  bring  a  parent  within  tfa^ 
letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  statute.  The  term  "  abscond"  has  acquired 
a  fixed  and  definite  meaning  in  our  law.  It  implies,  not  that  tempo- 
rary derilection  of  home  and  family,  which  is  so  often  occasioned  by 
dissipation  and  debauchery,  but  it  imports  that  abandonment  of  a 
man's  household,  which  is  evidently  designed  to  be  permanent,  and 
which  precludes  the  presumption  that  he  intends  to  return  to  his 
conjugal  and  paternal  duties.  Your  committee  cannot  but  believe, 
that  the  latter  is  the  sense  in  which  the  Legislature  intended  to  use 
it,  in  reference  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration ;  for  when 
the  summary,  if  not  arbitrary  proceedings  authorised  by  this  statute 
are  considered — the  power  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  seize  and 
sell  the  property  of  the  abscouding  party,  after  merely  an  ex  parte 
examination  before  two  magistrates,  it  is  hardly  presumable,  that  the 
Legislature  intended  to  extend  this  summary  means  of  stripping  the 
owner  of  his  possessions,  to  cases  in  which  another  remedy  existed, 
and  one  too,  fraught  with  less  oppression  to  the  delinquent  parent, 
and  with  equal  benefit  to  his  neglected  offspring. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that  a  legal  as  well  as  moral  obligation, 
rests  upon  every  parent  to  provide  his  children  with  sustenance  and 
support.  In  consonance  with  this  principle,  our  laws  have  provided, 
that  a  father  who  neglects  to  provide  for  his  wife  and  family,  subjects 
his  property  and  his  credit  to  the  use  of  his  family,  in  so  far  as  they 
are  essential  to  their  maintenance  and  support.  If  he  neglects  to 
provide  for  them  the  necessaries  of  life,  his  family  have  a  right  to 
purchase  and  procure  tbem  upon  his  credit ;  being  always  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  right,  regulated  by  the  parent's  circumstances  and  their 
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own  condition  in  life.  If  he  has  not  absconded,  in  the  legal  sense  of 
the  term,  but  wanders  through  his  neighborhood  to  gratify  his  unfor- 
tunate propensities,  his  person  and  his  property  are  amenable  to  the 
constituted  tribunals  of  the  state  for  that  support,  which  the  unnatu- 
ral father  has  neglected  to  furnish :  an  action  can  be  sustained  against 
him  in  favor  of  any  person  furnishing  those  necessaries,  which  the 
delinquent  father  has  omitted  to  provide. 

But  this  is  not  all :  the  drunkard  who  is  possessed  of  property  is, 
according  to  our  laws,  subject  to  another  proceeding  which  is  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  secure  his  effects  to  his  family — not  the 
summary  and  ex  parte  operation  provided  for  by  the  law  now  under 
consideration,  but  a  trial  before  a  jury  of  his  country,  where  he  has 
the  opportunity  to  controvert  the  charges  by  which  he  is  sought  to 
be  stripped  of  that,  which  it  may  have  cost  him  years  of  toil  and 
industry  to  accumulate.  The  ample  means  already  provided  by  law 
to  divest  habitual  drunkards  of  their  estates  for  the  benefit  of  their 
families,  furnishes  a  strong  argument  against  the  enlargement  of  the 
power  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  relation  to  the  subject  to  which 
the  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  directed.  It  is  against  the 
policy  of  our  law  and  the  genius  of  our  government  to  take  from  the 
citizen  his  property,  without  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  country ;  and 
the  extension  of  the  power  of  magistrates  to  the  cases  contemplated 
by  the  resolution,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  forbidden  by 
every  dictate  of  justice  and  sound  policy.  Your  committee,  there- 
fore, beg  leave  to  conclude  their  report  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion— 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  any  part  of  sections  8 
and  9,  of  chapter  20,  of  tide  1,  of  the  1st  part  of  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes. 
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No  215. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  23,   1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Petition  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Orange. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Smith,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Orange,  praying 
for  a  law  to  authorise  them  to  raise  the  sum  of  $5,000,  for  die  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  poor-house  in  said  county, 

REPORTED— 

Thtt  the  petitioners,  constituting  the  whole  board  of  supervisors 
for  4*i4  county,  represent,  that  they,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  Oc- 
tober last,  determined  to  purchase  one  or  more  tracts  of  land,  not 
exceeding  in  quantity  two  hundred  acres,  'and  thereon  erect  one  or 
more  buildings  suitable  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  of  said  county, 
pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  county  poor-houses,9'  which  determination  has  been  duly 
filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said  county :  that  in  pursuance  of  that 
determination,  said  board  of  supervisors  had  contracted  to  purchase 
a  farm  of  ope  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  or  thereabouts,  for  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars.  And  the  petitioners 
further  represent,  that  they  have  ascertained  the  number  of  paupers 
now  supported  in  said  county,  to  amount  to  almost  three  hundred ; 
and  thatjthe  determination  of  said  board  is,  to  erect  such  buildings  as 
will  at  all  times  fully  accommodate  all  of  the  poor  of  the  county. 
That  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  to  which  said  board  is  limit- 
ed by  the  present  law,  is  insufficient  for  the  purchase  of  the  land, 
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and  the  erection  of  such  large  and  permanent  buildings  as  the  county- 
will  require  for  the  accommodation  of  all  its  poor.  They  therefore 
pray  the  passage  of  a  law,  authorising  said  board  of  supervisors  to 
raise  by  tax  on  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  now  allowed  by  law  to  be 
raised ;  by  such  instalments,  and  at  such  times,  as  said  board  may 
-  judge  expedient  to  enable  said  board  to  erect  and  complete  said 
buildings. 

The  committee  have  devoted  to  this  subject  all  that  attention 
which  the  time  allotted  them  would  permit,  and  are  satisfied  that  the 
,  experiments  now  in  progress  for  improving  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
reducing  the  public  burthen  in  their  support,  and  eventually  diminish- 
ing their  number,  will  be  successful  if  fairly  tested.  They  regret 
however,  that  the  means  which  the  present  law  places  in  the  hands 
of  its  constituted  agents,  should  in  the  larger  counties  be  so  inade- 
quate to  the  object  desired. 

In  addition  to  the  erection  of  a  house,  the  purchase  of  a  farm  seems 
to  be  of  indispensable  importance,  to  enable  those  who  have  any 
ability  for  the  performance  of  profitable  labor,  to  contribute  to  their 
own  support,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  themselves  a  variety  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  which  in  those  secluded  parts  of  the  country  usually 
selected  for  establishments  of  this  kind,  are  either  not  to  be  purcha- 
sed, or  only  at  such  exorbitant  prices  as  place  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  poor.  With  inadequate  means,  the  merits  of  the  system  cannot 
bfe  correctly  ascertained ;  and  the  committee  are  not  disposed  to 
jeopardize  the  accomplishment  of  so  praiseworthy  an  object,  by  with- 
holding the  endowment  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  They  are 
satisfied  that  a  less  sum  than  that  named  in  the  petition,  would  be, 
utterly  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  farm  purchased,  and  erect  and  finish 
buildings  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  nearly  three  hundred 
individuals :  satisfied  also,  that  the  location  is  such  as  public  conve- 
nience requires,  and  public  sentiment  approves,  the  committee  see 
no  objection  to  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill. 
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No.  216. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  27,  1830. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

To  the  Hon.  Ebastos  Root, 

Uptdker  of  the  A$$taMyy 

SIR, 

'    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Regents  of  the  University  to  the  Legislature. 
.    With  great  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Ckancellor. 
Albany,  February  27, 1830. 
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REPORT,  &c. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ofNeuo-York. 

Pursuant  to  the  twenty-eighth  section  of  article  first  of  title 
first  of  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes of  the  State  of  New-York,  the  Regents  of  the  University 

Respectfully  Report  : 

That  during  the  present  year,  reports  have  been  received  from 
Union,  Hamilton,  and  Gene  var  colleges ;  from  the  college  of  physi-  ' 
dans  and  surgeons  in  the  city  of  New- York ;  from  the  college  of 
physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  western  district ;  and  from  fifty-five 
of  the  academies  subject  to  their  care  and  visitation.  The  report 
for  this  year,  from  Columbia  college,  has  not  been  received. 

The  following  summary  of  the  reports  received  from  the  institu- 
tions under  the  superintendence  of  the  Regents,  is  submitted : 

The  trustees  of  Union' college  report,  that  eighty-two  young  gen- 
tlemen were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  at  the  last 
annttal  commencement.  That  the  whole  number  of  students  for  the 
current  year  has  been  two  hundred  and  seventeen.  The  trustees 
add,  that  during  the  last  year,  the  students  of  the  institution  have 
generally  prosecuted  their  studies  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
been  exemplary  in  their  conduct. 

The  trustees  of  Hamilton  college  report  the  number  of  students 
in  college  actually  attending  at  the  time  of  their  report,  as  thirty- 
one,  all  of  whom  belong  to  the  three  lower  classes. 

The  trustees  of  Geneva  college  report,  that  the  whole  number  of 
students  who  have  received  instruction  at  the  college,  during  the 
past  year,  is  forty-one;  and  that  in  the  preparatory  school  con- 
nected with  the  college,  eighty-six  students  have  received  instruc- 
tion during  the  past  year. 

The  trustees  of  the  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the 
western  district  report,  that  the  number  of  students  attending  the 
lecture  during  the  term  ending  in  January,  1830,  was  one  hundred 
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and  sixty.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  board  of  trustees  of 
this' college,  by  the  death  of  Jonathan  Sherwood,  the  Regents,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  trustees,  have  appointed  Dr.  Moses 
Johnson  to  supply  his  place  ;  and  have  also,  upon  the  recommen- 
dation and  report  of  the  trustees,  conferred  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
medicine  upon  thirty-three  graduates  of  the  institution. 

The  trustees  of  the  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the 
city  of  New- York  report,  that  the  condition  of  thd  college  is  more 
prosperous  than  at  the  period  of  the  last  report,  and  indulge  the 
hope,  that  with  the  continued  care  of  the  Regents,  and  the  legisla- 
tive protection  which  the  state  affords  to  the  college,  recognised  by 
its  own  authority,  they  will  require  no  other  aid  than  the  well-earned 
reputation  which  the  present  faculty  have  acquired  for  talent  and 
research  in  the  various  departments  of  science.  That  the  number 
of  students  who  have  matriculated  the  present  session,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  showing  a  small  increase  since  the  last  year :  the 
whole  of  them,  however,  do  not  attend  the  lectures  of  each  pro- 
fessor, neither  do  all  of  them  pay  for  instruction.  The  trustees 
of  this  college  have  submitted  to  the  Regents,  a  memorial  address- 
ed by  them  to  the  Legislature;  which  the  Regents  transmit  with  the 
documents  accompanying  this  report. 

The  reports  received  during  flic  present  session  from  the  acade- 
mies, exhibit  an  aggregate  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  scholars  belonging  to  those  institutions  at  the  time  of 
making  their  report;  of  whom  two  thousand  and  thirty  are  or  have 
been  engaged  in  classical  studies,  or  in  the  higher  branches  of  En- 
glish education. 

An  abstract  from  the  academic  reports  is  herewith  transmitted, 
exhibiting  a  general  view  of  all  the  matters  embraced  in  them,  to- 
gether with  the  distribution  made  by  the  Regents  of  the  income  of 
the  literature  fund  for  the  preceding  year,  "the  names  of  the  semi- 
naries sharing  in  such  distribution,  and  the  amount  to  be  received 
by  each.99  A  similar  abstract  from  the  meteorological  returns,  re- 
ceived from  most  of  the  academies,  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

The  Regents,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  honorable 
the  Assembly,  of  the  15th  January  last,  requiring  them  to  lay  be- 
fore that  house,  in  their  annual  report  or  otherwise,  "  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  Hamilton  college,  showing,  among  other 
things,  the  grounds  of  the  difficulties  under  which  that  institution 
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ib  said  to  hare  been  suffering,  the  number  of  students  therein  dur- 
ing the  year  past,  the  number  of  graduates  at  the  last  commence- 
ment, the  salaries  paid  to  each  of  the  officers  of  the  college  during 
the  last  year,  and  the  general  prospects  of  that  institution,"  respect- 
folly  report : 

That  not  having  in  their  possession  any  documents  affording  the 
information  required  by  the  Assembly,  they  caused  a  copy  of  the 
resolution,  as  soon  as  the  same  was  received  by  them,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  college, 
with  a  request  that  the  information  required  by  it  might  be  trans- 
mitted  to  the  Regents,  to  enable  them  to  lay  it  before  the  Assembly 
in  their  annual  report.  In  answer  to  the  communication  thus  made, 
the  Regents  have  received  from  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  said  college,  the  usual  annual  report  of  the  college,  together 
with  an  acknowledgment  that  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  resolution 
had  been  duly  received,  accompanied  by  an  intimation  that  it  could 
not  be  answered  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of 
trustees  should  take  place,  which  would  not  be  before  the  month  of 
May  next :  but  the  Regents  have  been  since  informed,  by  one  of 
the  trustees  of  said  college,  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  was 
to  be  held  in  the  ensuing  month  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing the  information  required  by  the  said  resolution,  to  the  end 
that  the  same  might  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  its  present  ses- 
sion. The  Regents  will,  therefore,  retain  the  said  resolution,  and 
comply  with  it  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  enabled  so  to  do  by  the  trus- 
tees of  said  college. 

Hie  Regents  would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  the  difficulty  of  forming  a  board  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  from  the  circumstance  of  so  many  of  their  body  residing 
at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  suggest  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  quorum,  from  eight 
to  six. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Regents. 

SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Chancellor. 

O.  Hawlct,  Secretary. 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


STRA 

• 

Umver$itt/\ 


Algebra,  Fre&ehl 
.  Astronomy,  Hid 
grin*,  French  raj 


toiyU.S.,Wtfc] 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


1STR 


is 


Compensation  or  Mlmry  af  teaafatn. 


W^^,.*..^,-*,,.*-.*-*. 


to 


1452.1 


CT0« 


250  and  trtioa 
1662.25 

flZD. 


Digitized  by 


Googl 


-«• 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


AN  ABSTRACT 

OFTHI 
OF 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

UABM  TO  THB 

FOR  TBLU  YMAB  ISM. 
BY 

iv  oiBOixjros  to  nrtnvonowft,  baths 
MABCH  1,  18M, 

prepared  ir 
T.  ROMETN  BECK  AND  JOSEPH  HENRY. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


i,         .    •    * 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


27 


&&<& 


OB 

w 
w 


c 


.00 

is 

ss 

2* 


14 


! 


i 


e  ©  o  o  ©  ©  o  ©SJa  ©  ©  o  ©  o  oooeooocoija  ©  o  ©  o  © 


L 


« 


Q 

1 

I 


fllflTsff! 


I. 


iliil 


* 

i 

£ 
I 


inilli 


p-iflv|  ©)^iiO  CO 


«-»«gsss3ssj:as8aasaa»s8ass88S*s 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


Places. 


extending  to  the  Mohawk. 

;*j>d  250  store  the  canal  at  Port  Byron, 


iters  of  the  Snignehanaah  from  those  of  the  Mohswk. 


>  the  canal  at  Herkimer. 

}e  south-east,  the  highlands  of  Chaatanqne  are 

►f  the  canal  at  Utica. 

face  of  the  river. 


distant  7  miles. 


f  of  the  river 
to  be  from  200  to  800  feet  abore  the 


keenalatSattna. 
pore  the  canal  at  Saline. 

(of  the  canal  Is  236  feet, 
orgh. 

knration  48  feet  above  the  canal. 

}  surface  of  the  river. 


>       «% 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


33 


3 

ao 


828 


to 


msss 


VPN 


*t«8 


ssass 


38183 

s*c'fca 


i5i<«33es3fiSi!iM5aflsa2a333iii2idiiI| 


Digitized  by  VaO0Q IC 


34 


35 


:S883SS8RS$2S«g 

•  to  oi  1-4  ci  o»  o«  o»  o  oi  eo  eo  eo  v«  eo 


398$$68 

etc*  own*  com 


c 

s 


S 
S 

ft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35 


*» 


8 


&&9$8!g£SS!SS9SS9 


assesss 


•Moue 
pavinvg 


-«»©^«   •*■« 


AiOOg 


oem»-ic>9e<i^4f-««4^<eq9ieqe4^4«Koo   •«<N*H<oeq»^«^i<*»ioNoacr> 


M****    -n«whnm«hh    •ci*-4eotoeqg«    -co     cue*   -m,*w*hcoco    ••* 


to  to  »o  »oi5        1610,10     toioto        ioio     B5T5     10*010^1010      "To 


•4WD 


iqioio  toio         ioioio     kOio»o         io"i5     IOIO     ioioioioioio      '  tt 


*WK) 


I^MN 


IOIOIO 


io     io     io     *51oiS     5515         85     aTE  '  to     16       «io     £ 


1  I 

5 
! 

[ 

•war** 


OTS1S ETo- 


io     leioio 


cqeocot-team^^toio    oocq     toe* 


lotoioio     S  •  «*     55     1016     «o 


«O»OIOdkC05Q^®00^ 

lOkO          io    **o»o    .               "?"*"?      ^^ 

Oft 

.    .iOkO      i0 

iq          .io       '.t&^io       »WS 

.ioio       .16      - 

Mb    ;    ;    ;    ;i© 

NM     j    • 

fh»o  *  ^  :^,,hi 

IOIO     •    •    ;0 

i  i  i10 

ffica 

iot6  "  iB     ifi 

iqio   ■ 

•  ibibib   • 

IO'* 

(-4 

Ifi 

to     aioo 

~«  :  is 

io    :U»io      ""  "io  " 

IO     '•    't^p^^^l^ 

lOlOMd    • 
"•0 

INN 

ipiou 


i 


$38S3$8feS$88S^$8$98S8P!8fc$kKS£3Sfe8 


i 


c*io  cacq  ^ 

WODX50N05    I     IgaflJCOgOOCNftifW    f    I  «-*»0^    I  QD«^05C0«0Cq 


88S88£SSS8«88888988888£88S888888g8 


S888838SS8888$888888S66X8S8S8S8!£?8 
888888^8888888tia888»888888a88IS8888 


S898889888C98S998668IS8SS88388888Z8 
8888ts88^8888S88888888888X88l;888S835 


^Offllffiifiwfl 


i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


PI 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


S7 


[No.  216.]  3 


Digitized  by  G00gle 


38 


1  •    §8       IsSSSSfc  :8  :S8SS3»9SS93S9?St3  i«88S5S!8?  ?8 


i 


s 


s 


Digitized  by  VaOOQ IC 


39 


B« 


a&88$8 


8SS88SS8S8888S3 

ei  ^  ee  od  co  04 -« "«  ee  co  ie  eo  eo  09  ^ 


8fcS8SSfe 

10  00^00  00  99  09 


•JMMIS 

poinnrH 


•4UHIS 


•hwh 


*«  00  CD  09  00  «  00  ^»»©  O)  «© t*  »0  CO  «  "*  »  CD  CO  ©>»  ©  <0  O  00 *■  CO  M9  O IO  to  ©  kfi  IO 
lO      MS      55  IOIOK9IO      V^iOiO      IOIOIO  55      lOiOiO    '  «o      5  55 


A»°K> 


*B5     35     55  tokotoo     k»ioio     ««f»5         55     35To53     35     55         55 

c6a^r-oa«eoo^H^^oi«2*S2*lisi^*a*cS*»»<*^o9ooioei 


\w»K) 


jCkflkfi    .»© — B5TB — 25 — 3  5535      3T35  55    :«6«d "TT^ 

oieoei    'e4eoe4e9^e4aoo^e4o»o9u9eo^i^e4ooi^oo   :o6©^ooioai> 


»«*M\K 


OW5 


"35         SSioio     55     25~y55 
k^eoo«   'coioooop^co   «oo*»-<oo 


*V»M 


lOiOiO       IO 


loioto  5T5T55"     oioio   •     »o         io     io     io     io  ~"lo35T5 

eo»o>oeo<©cJoo>osN  *co©  — »oo   '^c4»o^cioi-4coc4ose9oo-«f*ooio«oo 

p*  1-4  ~4         p*  p4         »H  *-•  C4  f-4         P4*4         $1*5 


V»M  S 


55     7iio«o   •tototoio  Ho     ioioio«cie 

ocooxom^h    °ooio   '^^ciioeot-QOt-i   *oioo«-«eoi-«iooieo 


■ipw>S 


io     to  « s  »o  tOiOUd 

eoi-i   '^co^ooa  *^©i 


WI'S 


•*«a 


toieto 

OO'i-iiO 


f-«NC4FN 


*jnar 

"oO 


*6  ' 

•-4     *<N 


1616 
ooeot^ 


»o*o«o     5T 
*c4c*  "« 


•WB'M 


16  >6 


i6iq 


■arsr 


•V»>tf 


i 


88$£8SS9939088S9S;tS?$38998998a99883 


S3SSS$«09SS$8S8388S938S398955S98889 


88S88S3888Ss838S5888$8S8S8$3IS$;8888g3g. 


8S8SS88888SS988S3S88S8S8S833{3S8888S8 


3883S88Sg38&8feS8S&g88£S8838«SSS888 
888^8^S8^8^88888S8888338S838888388, 


au#* 


odpSfS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


998388 


40 


3S898&833S88sa8  :839fc88S 

•+ r*  c*  *&**  c*  ********  mi  *+i*c*   *ekcQcir*m*<4c* 


C5 

00 


s 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


41 


n 


pen<nv|g 


if 

M 

S 

H 


■w»H 


•ipnofo 


•1»10 


•*»M'N 


l^il 


w 

ft 
W 


INM'I 


1*»S 


TOTS 


v*a 


W3M 


•v»n 


i 


ji 


TOW 


55— 


55 — 


53"= 


«^«M««ft 


as 


vara- 


ssss 


•••ssa 


g 

anssss 


ciei 


5"OT 


0>«ft    "^<0 


T5T5- 


T85TS- 


SR$S9fl8lP* 


9S8SP88 


— SSi6     '      Z UJ16WJ     isib' 


— ara a — S73i   tss 

22aafluss3n*is;228Z3Sfc;&a 


t&q    ang  rg — ; — g  . — na 


•AAA        '     gggg        IB     B5 37 


W     ^ 


TTB- 


-»«r 


Ifi         ifl         VB    :    -fc> 


as—a 


Mf-«f|M    '91  r* 


— rer* 

*e   'ion 


«*8S8S8&88J8*8«b«888888P886«3S69Q8 


8883ft388888S«X88t8fc88S6fc88a88%8393 


I! 


I 


1 


38S3838;!383g8S88588838a88888888833 


3K83S838829S8 
8868888888388 


338*688 

8888383 


83888 
88888 


S38683838S8886888S86 
88S68S383883S9S88688 


88888888C38888es«Sfe8 
38388888883888668838 


[No.  816.] 


ffliilliifiiiii 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


I 


a? 


42 


9£858fe  :S  ::98!8aSS»SesafS6a8  :S3S88888    S_ 


i 


S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43 


5" 


S8888»e89fS«?fe|:8S8SS»g 

«  «d  ^  01  -*  ^ei  e»  ei  m  «*  *»  eo  oi  gtj  68  c*  ei  e*  o- 


98 


{nmu)*3[ 


H 


<**i«*«  ••»   •eoc9C90ieOfMiM   ^caw^^^i-r^coi-*!^ 


»*C8  •  •»* 


»*p4C*»*    -^C«M09 


,B1*H 


*Xpno|0 


W8^89etOf**«3>>tOe8ie»>a^tO«*GD<»*-<fWM»>tO'<*a4t>*>d>tOlOtO 

"35     toto*tot6  10  35         SS     55""""85  to     85         85         to 


•JWIO 


76     16161610 35 S3 35 — 35 — 35 35     35 65 3* 

«ttooa6>3j^iOM^<g^AMr*oo»^g^flOt<lu>^«^aoA«6Mi^fe*^^api^«o 


tfttA       :     Utfi         W3     ^■a*'    S     16     95    :     35         SSfa?      .     16 


•IWM.-U 


•JWM 


-      —  55  *^^^  ;8&tf»     to  10   -to  '      to         & 

»'*",*2;**k>*;^,*««,*'"«    '^ES  i^w^S^^g1®  :  3  *•  00  03  into-* 


1»M'8 


to         10  tototoio     10*0*0     35     35         *£*?*> 


•iflnog 


toto     to  35  to   ;toto«oto   •     3515  '•    ' 

«6«DAlOI«Mi^9Dt0^tOO    *>>2g*>0>    "i-itOCO    jflOMO 


•W8 


15 tbto     tottit*     to 3575" 


00 


OS 
H 
« 

w 

% 


•*«a 


^5" 


•»«iHN 


•iflWK 


OT — 


BfBT 


e*-* 


**« 


to     to 

rtH    *C8»«* 


5>ar 
•am*-; 


m5 tA     t6   • 


to  to  to 


to  *toto     3735* 


■6    ;tdtq      t6 


■?* •?* — 

Q    f    *fMt>n^M09 


OT5 


*57pT5 — 

08    *"^89 


totota*t* 


i 


?88883S38888839889833*998g8989«3383 


89aftSft,B,08a2sajsaaRssj;,n'-aaa,,,asssassas 


83883iS888398888838889S888888SSS3S&8 


1     I 


8SR8SS966898S8ae88IS88SS98!388t:8e988S 
88tS8888S8988888^Sit58&888888e8&888SSs8 


83888!5Ss;898S89St:8988S388888 
96888938888888(3898888888888 


838988S 
8S98888 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


38S&B8 


44 


'  c* 1^  ci  **  e4  t*  et »  co  »-t  c*  w  ei  ci  «  ©  « »«5  w  p*  «4  r-<cq  o»  « 


88 


as 

S 


i^^0dOQoaoHAhK«mtans4M^^xx«oofcH««DPlFK 


J 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


45 


e 

3 

ao 
H 


O 

M 

H 

P 
H 

o 

* 


1! 


-tftau 


99a 


fepnp 

-gp   IWitoq 


SaunpMj* 


i 


i«»«a 


•I4AO|I 


•nqopo 


m«J*»S 


•jtnSny 


•Xpf 


•»anf 


•Atr 


ludy 


-qMIJV 


XMipj 


Xjvninf 


[No.  216/ 


rlW  if 


««"  rifta 


Ik8  Mr  in 


•*<*a*«s'e58s3,,i8«ss 

& fa  ^  &.  *gfa 


?ti 


IT 


83S889388838 


§8S8|8Sa|8|2 


a*"*    S"'!sSS,D    82 


rrl'ilr!  •■] 

ggg     iafa   46      .   .^ 


fcS£8388863S8868& 


*S§§I§83g*S*8*S* 


i"7 1  i7"T7 1 1  ii  i  iT 


8SS8S26826&83S8S8888282888S88 


888883 
9898*39 


■ass  •» 
:SS  *3 


8888338889S3 


7I9T 
.:399 


S9£88838£38 
89998889939 


««*Si6* 


aid 


8B88S 


§9868 


8  sa 


1 1 


ftOoAww 


ESsiY 

83833 


888888888888l5S3S888f  883 


a,8Sa.38Saafa  :'9g98S88S88889 88S86 
8jB6jB2jJ2jB33  J88J3J88Jfe8J8J8j6fe8g 

fi8ats88s3fS888888a88sa8iS88888888 

8899^8^9889^89998^8^898828899 


3S893&8  :f5888P  :88888f:99a8SStM9 
6833388  jSSS'aS  [888888688888888 
6888338  :S3Sa88£8S83S88889882c: 
8686888  if!g86883'8St:88g38PPe8'88 


*p8T 
88688 


BStUiSg£gag^8S8$?g8$8gfc(:3&t:S3« 
8'6638883g88868'888g888888fi8633 

3S89838aa9SSs8S86Bfefe8&8fss8S88 

8888388gg86866@8RK36833888838 


98<sas8as8836a8a88388883688888 
3888g3fe83838888'8'88e8'888'8'88'88fe 
5^5515161518^5593^  :88&8S&S68s8 
93889399898393398  :99998898999 


S68(:83.8688863S?38&3i:368383868 
8888888888888888888888888338888 
88&8g3*2*8s9 


aa&aaaaaasaa 


888238 


29888 
88888' 


iiir 


W88SR5ESSIIS1I8T 
aaa'aaa'aaa'aga'aaaa 


i3nniBK631U6I 

8888888888888888 


•  ••••■•••• 


2188SS 
829282 


WEeT 

89899 


88888 
88838 


SfsTS  : 
38886 


88388: 
68883 


88C86 
68686 


ISI58" 
99399 


86888' 

SSaSs 
a'a'aaa 


68286 
88688 


H&6S& 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


3>  RESUj 


October.      N* 


*  '«*   * 


S.< 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


55 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


66 


>M 


)t»p;03 


H 

ao 
W 

0S 


o 


r»t»*-<e;gi*t»  *•!**•«»*» 


^hNMHbNNh®NSNNNNNNjJM*Ml 


*fc^&s2^ws8^s&fc»^«as^s 


saassass 


^  w  tm*  ^  ^h  d  ^h  ^      p^      «-« ^  pn  pn      *hM 


asaaxaaofaasasiissRa 


aaasasraaaaaaasaaaasasaaaaa 


8wS85«a8a«s338SKss88Sw85ssRs 


&&&&& 


QONQOU)  A 


fcsa&a 


NN^»^Wh«hhNNNm^m«^hhn 


SSfiS38*fi2SSSfc2S5fcSSSfffta 


»ao«»»aogoogoog|j»aooot»oooowo»o»oooo 


Ra82£22S5S8SSf5SR«a?i»wl3» 


^agasa^saassftgssssaasaasasss 


wS'"'S5a'"""ossw"'c,e,s'*'*e'a««»'-<a'«-" 


t»£<D<at»i»t.io<gt.<eioMte<ett*>t<.t»<eia»»nt»»t»>» 


2as-«aa«g58ais»as*s82?5aasaaas 


aaaaaaaassaaaaaaaaaasaaasaa 


SS2"gggwoo',£32a22'*222oe'«''*««'o© 


883822883888338 


g»»rt»CONOO»»h»gO 


CDC4^<C0lOCDOW»«e 


f38S8'88S53888885888S88888g88^«88a2 


afts^a-s^aass^sssasasss^-a^^a 


c*h- *»««<»£ 


538323 


88888 


asssa 


tsasaa 


'as0 


aaaaa 


sssas 


air 


t»t»t*i*i* 


82888 


aaaaa 


ooeooo 

1-4*4        P*»* 


38338 


'as^a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


57 


1»Jioq 


%™&M 


•iMiioq 


I 


*»**S«H 


lM9**ri 


1wq»!H 


j 


EH 


5 


injuri 


1MJI01 


t"H*!H 


[No.  tie.) 


sso>3»2ow382002*  i  ,oasass*,-,S!S^'r,•'•a•-'a•,•",, 


888S683883888Z886833S8883888886868S8 


aaasaa^aa 


asasass22fc"*-ssaa"*a 


8388968888  :98S88838S893886888 


asss&assaaaaaaasteafeaaaafcsaasa 


PPP586R8PS8CPSP8PiI8BSP86PSP88 


asssasa 


8698668 


8888838898688866593883 


383883888888388883888 


S8993388SS9968898S399 


S6388SS8886888S388888 


8SS88699S8998639SS98389939966 


S8S888888688868S888S88&8386&8 


3S939S989389SS88SS99389968999 


6888S85S888888866SS8S88688588 


88838938898838889883688898868 


S8S688S8S86888838888853688S88 


saasaaaaasaaaaaaa 


8PPRBPBP3P8S8RPRP 


88638883888 


P86PP8R8PPC 


TTST 


5T55  "™ 

na««eta  |  laetateegescMajN  i   |--'S2«  I » 

fN      »*    W     1   I  ««      »H«      ^«    ^     I   l««f"*     I 


88888638389888889883868888888 


»  a  a-'iss*  *s 
rT°1iTli*i  i 


999999889999 


POT6  a* 
7iVM7»*7i 


999896388939 


i*TT  1 1  i777u  1 1 1 7* 


9968S9988P989999 


x.o*i«»*»— o-ajiftW  S  (616.- 

iTTi  mi  m0i"i77 


9988993986898689 


t;=22ZS 


838886 


38686 


^ 


P8PRg 


88836 


ooooSaOw 


66899 


SB  a?  95  do  do 


69889 


83888 


AObOOwOO 


£3888 


£8S£S 


CO^CBOOO* 


88888 


»a  *« 
17*17 


88999 


iVnf 


89969 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


^ZMM*m 


BVATIONS,  1 


I 


lay  8. 


,y  17. 
lay  9. 


I 
S 

I 

e 
E 


May  21. 
May  21. 


.y  20. 
;y20. 
lay  a 
Jay  6. 


f  19. 

yia 

ay  2. 
lay  5. 
jrl2. 


May  26. 

May  20. 


May  21. 
May  27. 
May  13. 


July  6. 


May  17. 


►  18. 


24. 


May  17. 


iy7. 

«r8. 


V. 


May  19. 
May  25. 

May  26. 


May  21 


.1* 


July  1. 


Nor.  11. 
Nor.  13. 
Nor.  11. 
Nov.  14. 

Nor.  8. 
Oct.  20. 
None. 
Oct.  20. 
Not.  14. 
Not.  11. 
Oct.  20. 
Not.  11. 
Not.  11. 

Oct.  1. 

Not.  7. 
Not.  14. 
Not.  13. 
Nor.  14. 
Nor.  14. 
Not. 

Oct.  20. 
Nor.  12. 
Not.  26. 
Not.  14. 
Not.  11. 

Dm.  8. 

Oct-  20. 

Not.  8. 
Not.  14. 

Oct.  20. 

Nor.  14. 

Oct.  1. 

Not.  14. 


tt  half  past  5,  P.  M.    Next  to  the  sun  was  a  coloured  circle,  whose 
diameter  was  equal  to  a  chord  of  30°  of  the  sensible  horizon.    At 
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at  half  past  5,  P.  M.    Next  to  the  sun  was  a  coloured  circle,  whose 
diameter  was  equal  to  a  chord  of  30°  of  the  sensible  horizon.     At 
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the  north,  south  and  east  points  of  this  circle  were  luminous  spots 
of  considerable  magnitude,  the  west  part  of  the  circle  was  below  the 
horizon.  North  and  south  of  the  sun  (one  on  each  side)  were  two 
arcs  of  a  circle,  answering  to  a  radius,  about  twice  as  great  as  that 
of  the  inner  circle.  These  larger  arcs  were  coloured,  as  the  rain- 
bow, the  red  being  next  to  the  sun.  East  of  the  sun  or  above  it, 
and  at  the  same  distance  therefrom,  as  the  north  and  south  arcs, 
was  another  arc  coloured  like  them,  (though  less  bright)  but  mani- 
festly convex  towards  the  sun.  Directly  between  this  last  men- 
tioned arc  and  the  sun,  and  externally  tangent  to  the  eastern  part  of 
the  inner  circle,  was  a  luminous  and  broad  parabolick  curve.  Law- 
piUe. 

April  8.     Halo  round  the  moon,  at  Pompey>  Utica. 

May  15.     Bright  lunar  halo,  at  Utica. 

June  8.  Brilliant  circle  round  the  moon,  at  1 1  P.  M.,  with  a 
mock  moon  on  the  right  of  the  circle,  at  Utica. 

Sept*.  2,  A  bright  parhelion  seen  near  sunset,  about  8°  from  the 
sun,  at  Eraemu*~HalL 

Sept.  9.     A  beautiful,  large  halo  round  the  moon,  at  Delaware. 

Nov.  6.     Large  lunar  halo,  at  Lowville. 

Dec.  2.     Lunar  halo,  at  Lowville. 

Dec.  30.     Lunar  halo,  at  Cazenovia. 

MtorftOftS.— Jane  14.  A  splendid  meteor  noticed  about  8  P.  M.  at 
Delaware.    Bright  meteons  seen,  at  Hartwick. 

Oct.  2.  A  meteor  passed  from  north  to  south,  6  P.  M.,  at  Eras- 
tnu+HMl.    Meteors  seen  S.  E.  before  dark,  at  Hartwick. 

Oct.  5.  Brilliant  meteors  passed  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  6J  P.  M.,  a  lit- 
tle east  of  the  meridian,  apparent  size  about  9  inches,  at  Erasmus- 
Hall.  , 

Oct.  24.  A  brilliant  meteor  seen  in  the  east  at  an  ancle  of  40° 
above  the  horizon.  It  moved  south,  and  in  a  few  seconds  disappear- 
ed. Lansingburgh.  A  bright  meteor  passed  at  10  P.  M.,  easterly 
of  the  village  from  northeast  to  southwest.     Utica. 

Storms,  &c. — On  Sunday,  the  12th  July,  at  3  o'clock,  while  the 
bells  were  ringing  for  church,  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  accompanied 
With  some  thunder  and  lightning,  from  the  southwest,  passed  Over 
the  city..  This  storm  is  worthy  of  notice,  particularly  in  relation 
to  an  observation  made  by  Dr.  Franklin^  that  in  this  country  all  the 
N.  E.  storms  begin  first  in  point  of  time  in  the  southwest;  or  in 
other  words,  that  the  progress  of  the  storm,  over  the  face  of  the 
country,  is  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  of  the  wind  at  the  time. 
According  to  the  New- York  papers  the  above  mentioned  Worm  was 
much  more  violent  in  that  city  than  in  Albany  ;  and  began  some 
time  after  the  preaching  of  the  sermon  in  the  different  churches  had 
commenced.  It  must  therefore  have  happened  between  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  an  hour  and  a  half,  later  at  New-York  than  at 
Albany.  Dr.  Franklin  concluded  that  the  storms  observed  by  him, 
receded  in  this  manner  about  one  hundred  miles  in  an  hour.  [See 
Franklin's  Works,  vol.  3,  page  284.  J     Albany. 
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Sept.  2ft.  Two  thunder  storms,  P.  M.  On  the  same  afteraooa, 
the  papers  mentioned  a  violent  thunder  storm  passing  over  part  of 
Dutchess  county,  which  killed  a  number  of  sheep.    Albany 

Sometime  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  there  was  a  violent 
tornado  in  the  north  part  of  this  and  the  adjoining  town  of  Fenner. 
Its  course  was  about  S.  E.  by  S.,  and  its  extent,  ten  or  twelve  miles. 
Many  out-houses  were  overturned  or  unroofed,  trees,  three  feet  ia 
diameter  twisted  off,  and  large  limbs  hurled  five  or  six  hundred  feet 
in  the  air.  Its  path,  the  whole  of  the  above  distance,  was  visible 
by  its  effects  when  I  visited  it  some  two  months  afterwards.  Itt 
some  parts,  it  urged  its  way  through  strips  of  woodland,  leaving 
nothing  but  an  occasional  tree  dismembered  of  its  branches— in  oth- 
ers, it  was  more  elevated,  as  was  determined  by  the  limbs  of  trees 
and  dust  carried  with  it,  and  consequently  less  destructive*  It  suc- 
ceeded a  sudden  change  of  the  wind  from  south  to  N.  W.  by  welt. 
Cazenovia. 

Rain  and  Snow. — June  22.  During  28  days,  less  than  £  of  an 
inch  of  rain  has  fallen.    Oanandaigwu 

Oct.  5.  A  rainbow  appeared  in  the  N.  E.  from  clouds  which 
brought  too  rain.    Delaware. 

Feb.  86.  Snow  3  feet  deep  in  the  south  west  part  of  this  toWn. 
LowtiU. 

Winds. — The  situation  of  Homer  village  in  a  long  and  somewhat 
deep  valley,  produces  a  fluctuation  and  incessant  vacillation  of  the 
currents  of  air,  snch  as  I  never  witnessed  in  any  other  place. 

To  give  an  example :  in  the  morn  or  evening,  it  would  be  no  un- 
usual occurrence,  in  looking  at  half  a  dozen  vanes,  or  the  smoke  as- 
cending from  as  many  chimneys,  to  see  them  veering  in  as  many 
different  directions  at  the  same  moment ;  and  all  this  within  SO  row 
distance  of  the  observer.  Such  a  variety  may  be  seen  almost  any 
day,  and,  occasionally,  at  any  time  in  the  day ;  but  is  most  frequent 
pear  the  time  of  sunset  or  sunrise.  So  that  when  the  current  is 
strong  and  steady,  perhaps  all  the  day?  on  the  neighboring  hills,  ei-  ' 
ther  east  or  west  of  us,  a  person  in  this  vale  would  be  utterly  una- 
ble to  pronounce  from  what  point  of  the  compass  the  wind  was 
that  moment  blowing,  in  a  general  course,  in  this  section  of  the 
country. 

From  four  years9  experience  and  much  observation  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  this  vicinity,  I  am  Veil  assured,  that  while  upon  the  high 
grounds  in  this  region  the  wind  is  blowing  steadily  from  the  east  or 
west,  the  currents  are  here  betwen  S.  E.  and  S.  W.,  or  between  N. 
E.  and  N.  W. 

In  the  greatest  severities  of  weather  in  winter,  even  when  the 
mercury  stands  below  zero  in  Fahrenheit's  scale,  the  movement  of 
the  air  in  this  valley  is  almost  imperceptible ;  but  when  perceived 
in  the  morning,  its  course  is  almost  always  from  the  S.  or  S.  W. 
Such  a  phenomenon  I  never  noticed  in  any  other  {dace.  Cortland 
Academy. 

The  prevalence  of  westerly,  and  the  entire  absence  of  northerly 
winds,  at  Utica,  is  explained  by  an  attention  to  the  features  of  the 
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country*  Oar  observation  must  first  .be  directed  to  the  vast  e&teot 
of  level  country  surrounding  and  stretching  far  west  and  north  of 
lake  Oneida ;  over  which  the  prevailing  winds  of  our  country,  the 
west  and  northwest,  sweep  without  any  particular  obstruction,  till 
they  are  compressed  by  the  high  hills  of  the  Black  river  country  on 
the  north,  and  the  hills  on  the  westerly  and  southerly  side  of  this 
lake,  approaching  near  each  other  in  the  towns  of  Floyd  and  Rome, 
or  Whitesborough ;  and  forming  a  deep  opening  or  gap,  through 
which  runs  the  Mohawk  valley,  in  a  direction  a  lew  degrees  south 
of  east.  Immediately  on  passing  this  gap,  opens  to  the  south,  the 
extensive  vale  of  Oriskany  and  Saquoit,  which  may  be  termed  the 
Oriskany  basin ;— bounded  on  the  west  by  the  high  hills  towards 
Augusta,  and  on  the  south  by  a  chain  of  hills  extending  from  Madi- 
son county,  in  an  easterly  direction,  to  the  river  Mohawk,  at  a  point 
a  few  miles  below  the  village  of  Utica,  and  rising  to  an  elevation  of 
more  than  a  thousand  feet.  The  northerly  side  of  tbis  basin  is 
bounded  by  the  Floyd  bills,  which  extend  with  a  bold  elevation 
along  the  margin  of  the  Mohawk  to  some  distance  below  Utica. 
The  current  of  wind  after  entering  the  Oriskany  valley  spreads  in 
a  southerly  direction,  till  on  reaching  the  barrier  on  the  south,  it  is 
reflected  to  the  east,  and  continuing  its  coiirse  along  the  hills  by  the 
village  of  New-Hartford,  it  passes  the  village  of  Utica,  situated  al- 
most in  the  southeastern  extremity  of  this  basin,  in  an  easterly  di- 
rection ;  cutting  the  Mohawk  valley  a  little  transversely,  till  it  passes 
through  a  second  gap,  a  few  miles  below.  Hence  the  winds,  which 
in  other  parts  of  our  country  are  called  northwest  winds,  and  which 
blow  so  uniformly  from  that  direction,  when  not  particulatly  ob- 
structed, as  in  this  place,  that  they  constitute  a  distinguishing  fea- 
ture in  the  climate  of  our  country,  are  in  this  part  of  the  Mohawk 
valley,  almost  unknown.  For  similar  reasons  a  northeast  wind  u 
seldom  observed.     Utica. 

%  Tibmpbba*ure  op  Wells. — Examined   in  August,  51°.    Alba- 
ny.   In  September,  51°.    Albany. 

Examined  Sept.  2,  at  3  P.  M.,  stood  at  49°  in  a- well  18  feet  deep 
and. the  thermometer  immersed  10  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the . 

Sound.    On  the  following  morning,  at  sunrise,  the  thermometer  in 
e  same  situation  remained  at49°.     Lovoville. 

Rivkr  Hudson. — April  1.  Open  at  Albany.  April  3.. The  first 
steam-boat  came  up  to  Albany.     Albany. 

March  31.    River  opened.     Hudson. 

April  2.    River  opened.    Lansingburgh. 

Jan.  11.  River  closed  at  Poughkeepsie.  82.  Open  again  and 
steam-boats  came  up.  28.  Closed  again.  March  28.  River 
open.    Poughkeepsie. 

January  3.  River  closed  at  Kingston.  March  30.  River  open. 
Kingston. 

Rivkr  Mohawk. — April  6.    The  ice  left  the  Mohawk.   Albany- 
April  £.     Mohawk  clear  of  ice  and  in  full  flood.     Utica. 
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April  24.    Canal  navigation  commenced.     Utica. 

Lass  Erod.— -April  IS.  Hage  bodies  of  ice  floating  on  the  south 
shore,  making  the  weather  colder  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  SI. 
Ice  out  nearly  to  Cattaraugus.  May  14.  The  steam-boat  left  Buf- 
falo for  Dunkirk.    Fredonia. 

Accompanying  the  report  of  the  North-Salem  Academy,  is  a 
catalogue  of  plants  growing  in  its  vicinity.  The  following  are  se- 
lected as  among  the  rarest : 

Arum  dracontium. 
Cactus  opuntia. 
Eriocaulon  pellucidum. 
Euchroma  coccinea. 
Fumaria  officinalis. 
Helonias  dioica. 
Heuchera  americana. 
Hottonia  palustris. 
Xiatris  cariosa. 
Malaxis  liliafolia, 
Orobanche  uniflora. 
Rhexia  virginiea. 
Saururfts  annuus. 

The  reporter  mentions  that  the  catalogue  has  been  furnished  by 
Br.  Mead,  residing  in  the  vicinity. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


A  •    **    - 


W*. 


■    ft.* 


v        V 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  217. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  2, 1830. 

REPORT   •      -  ^    '•• 

Of  the  Committee  on  Medical  subjects,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  practitioners  of  medicine  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New- York. 

Mr-  Harrison,  from  the  committee  on  medical  subjects,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  practitioners  of  medicine  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New- York,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  present 
law,  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery,  uai  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New-York  state  society,  and  also  the  memorial  apd  re- 
monstrance of  the  Medical  society  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Medical  society  qf  the  county  of  Her- 
kimer, against  the  repeal  of  the  said  law,  beg  leave,  respectfully  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  that 
they  have  devoted  to  the  subject,  all  the  attention  which  its  intrinsic 
importance,  end  the  great  respectability  of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as 
the  acknowledged  weight,  influence  and  authority  of  the  several 
medical  societies,  required  of  them. 

The  subject  of  medical  education,  and  the  (pjqption  °*  *uit£le  re- 
gulations, for  practitioners  in  the  heeling  art*  have  been  objects  of 
interest  and  solicitude  to  the  Legislature  for  many  years ;  and  re- 
peated and  varied  enactments  are  to  be  found  upon  our  statute 
books,  having  in  view  the  promotion  of  medical  science,  and  the  in- 
terests of  that  profession,  which  is  deemed  of  vital  importance  in 
every  well  regulated  jtommuQity.  As  early  es  the  year  1760,  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  was  attracted  to  this  stibjfci,  and  it  was 
found  expedient,  by  certain  enactments,  to  regulate  tbf  practice  of 

[No*  217.]  t 
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physic  and  surgery  ;  and  although  your  committee  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  advert  particularly  to  the  several  acts  that  were  pass- 
ed, and  the  revisions  made  in  our  laws  on  the  subject,  between  that 
period  and  the  yeai  1813,  when  they  underwent  their  last  general 
revision,  yet  that  it  will  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  in  1792, 
the  former  act  was  considerably  modified,  and  new  provisions  to 
protect  the  community  against  irregular)  practitioners  introduced ; 
and  also  that  in  1797  a  general  law  was  passed  upon  the  subject, 
which  was  so  far  adapted  to  the  objects  had  in  view,  and  was  so  sa- 
tisfactory /both  to  the  profession  and  to  the  state,  as  to  remain  unal-  ' 
tered  until  1806,  when  the  whole  system  was  changed,  by  tho  in* 
Corporation  of  the  state  and  County  medical  societies.  This  impor- 
tant alteration  in  the  structure  of  our  laws  on  medical  practice, 
geemii  to  have  beefc  produced  by  a  conviction  on  (he  part  6f  the  LA~ 
gbiatutt,  4s  Well  as  of  the  state  at  large,  that  the  profession  ought, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  to  be  placed  upon  the  dame  ground  Wfch  that  of 
every  other,  and  that  its  members  should  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
regulating  their  own  immediate  concerns.  Public  sentiment  was 
guided  by  experience  on  this  occasion,  and  the  spirit  of  inquiry  was 
soon  led  into  the  true  channel.  Legal  and  ecclesiastical  tribunals 
and  associations  Were  familiar  to  every  one,  and  as  they  had  for 
ages  been  the  only  constituted  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  their 
respective  members,  and  had  been  allowed  to  exercise  the  power 
exclusively  of  admitting  them  to,  or  of  depriving  them  of  their  pro- 
fessional immunities,  a  rational  analogy  led  at  once  to  the  right  con- 
clusion, viz.  that  professional  men  only  were  properly  qualified  to 
regulate  professional  pursuits. 

In  tfce  incorporation  of  ike  state  and  county  medical  societies,  in 
1806,  the  state  transferred  the  power  of  judging  of  the  quatifip* 
turns  of  physicians,  and  of  granting  licenses  to  practise,  fcomibe  le- 
gal tribunals  and  authorities,  and  vested  it  in  the  members  of  the 
profession  themselves ;  and  to  give  efficiency  to  the  system,  and 
authority  to  the  prottgtfings  under  it,  the  diplomas  conferred  by  the 
-  Societies  secured  to'tbe  licentiates  all  the  immunities  which  the 
state  had  the  power  to  bestow. 

A  revision  of  this  act  was  made,  in  1813,  but  no  material  altera* 
tion  was  mads  is  its  features,  except  only  as  it  related  to  unlicensed 
practitioners.  The  penalty  against  them  was  preserved,  excepting 
however  from  its  operation,  those  who  made  use  of  the  indigenous 
productions  of  our  country  only ,  in  their  practice.    And  it  i»  these 
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lets  of  1606  and  of  181S,  which  together  with  the  amendments  in 
1818  and  1819,  that  constitute  essentially  the  medical  law  of  the 
state,  and  furnished  the  foundation  for  the  recent  superstructure  of 
theretisers. 

Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  either  to  analyze,  or  to 
state  in  detail  the  various  provisions  contained  in  the  Revised  Law 
of  1813,  and  in  the  amendments  afterwards  made,  as  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed) they  are  familiar  tp  every  member  of  the  House,  It  will  be 
sufficient  for  them  to  say  that  they  formed  collectively  a  body  of  re- 
gulations, which  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  seemed  to  embrace 
every  thing  that  was  required  to  elevate  and  dignify  the  profession, 
and  to  secure  to  the  community  all  the  advantages  which  a  weU  ma- 
tured plan  of  medical  education,  and  the  certainty  of  having  well 
instructed  physicians,  could  afford. 

Just,,  and  rational,  and  admirably  calculated  as  this  system  really 
was,  to  sustain  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  to  promote' the 
public  welfare,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  it  would  be  found 
perfect  in  all  of  its  provisions.  It  was  true  the  right  principle  had 
been  discovered,  but  it  was  in  the  application  of  this,  to  the  nume- 
rous and  diversified  objects  included  in  the  law,  that  error  was  to  be 
apprehended,  and  accordingly,  as  was  foreseen,  further  experience  was 
enabled  to  point  out  defects,  which  it  became  the  province  of  the 
Legislature  from  time  to  time  to  correct.  But  still  the  law  has  con- 
tinued unto  the  present  time  to  shed  its  benign  and  truly  happy  in- 
fluences, not  only  upon  the  profession,  but  upon  the  community  at 
large. 

In  the  late  revision  of  our  laws  in  1827,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
by  the  revisers  to  modify  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  former  act, 
and  to  introduce  additional  enactments,  the  better  to  regulate,  define 
and  strengthen  the  whole.  These  additions  by  the  revisers  have 
been  denominated  "  General  regulations  concerning  the  practice  of 
physic  and  surgery  in  this  state,'9  and  are  eddtarised  in  the  7th  title 
of  the  14th  chapter,  part  first  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  and  it  is  from 
the  introducton  of  these  new  provisions,  that  the  present  dissatis- 
faction and  complaints  have  originated,  and  which  have  now  reached 
the  Legislature  in  such  an  imposing  form. 

In  proceeding  to  investigate  the  causes  of  complaint  as  set  forth 
by  the  petitioners,  the  committee  propose  in  the  first  place  to  pass 
m  review  the  several  regulations  that  have  been  adopted  by  the  re- 
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Titers,  and  to  examine  how  Car  they  are  in  coafotmity  with  the  spi- 
rit of  the  previous  enactments,  and  in  what  respect  they  are  to  be 
considered  as  departing  from  it,  and  to  be  viewed  as  oppressive, 
odious,  or  derogatory  to  the  true  interests  and  character  pf  that  pro- 
fession which  they  were  designed  to  foster  and  protect.  And  in 
order  to  do  this  with  some  degree  of  perspicuity,  and  for  more  con- 
venient examination,  your  committee  will  divide  these  regulations, 
as  contained  in  the  above  named  7th  title,  chapter  14th,  R.  S.,  into 
four  distinct  classes.  The  first  class  of  provisions  presented  to  us, 
Stre  those  which  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  physicians  and  sur- 
geons Shall  become  members  of  the  respective  county  societies,  and 
designate  the  penalties  for  a  non-compliance  with  the  statute.  This 
head  comprises  two  sections  only. 

2d.  Those  provisions  which  relate  to  the  punishment  of  members 
for  "gross  ignorance  and  misconduct  in  their  profession,  or  immoral 
conduct  and  habits,"  from  the  3d  to  the  7th  sections. 

3d.  Such  provisions  as  relate  to  the  qualifications,  term  of  study 
and  license  of  students ;  the  conferring  of  degrees  by  the  regents, 
and  by  colleges ;  and  of  requirements  from  persons  who  may  come 
from  another  state  or  country  to  practise  in  this  state ;  from  the  8th 
to  the  21st  section  inclusive :  and  fourth,  of  such  provisions  as  relate 
to  unauthorised  practitioners ;  section  22<L 

With  regard  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  two  sections  in  the 
firstclass  of  regulations  referred  to,  which  provide  for  the  admission 
of  members  by  a  compulsory  process,  your  committee  feel  themselves 
obliged,  injustice  to  the  revisers  and  in  defence  of  these  provisions, 
to  observe,  that  those  of  the  former  law  upon  this  subject,  for  which 
these  two  sections  were  intended  as  a  substitute,  were  found  entire* 
ly  inoperative,  and  that  physicians  and  surgeons  became  members, 
or  not  of  the  county  societies,  as  best  suited  their  interests  or  incli- 
nation, as  no  penalty  was  affixed  to  this  violation  or  omission  of  dirty ; 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  revisers  to  affix  such 
penalties  as  promised  to  insure  a  due  observance  of  the  require- 
ment. It  is  this  part  of  the  law,  and  the  proceedings  under  it,  (and 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  has  been  very  imperfectly 
understood,)  that  furnishes  the  strongest  ground  of  objection  to  the 
petitioners,  and  the  strongest  arguments  by  which  the  present  law 
has  been  assailed. 
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The  objections  of  the  petitioners  to  this  part  of  the  lew  are-— 1st. 
That  it  compels  them  to  become  members  under  severe  penalties; 
and  2dly.  That  it  compels  the  society  to  receive  every  empiric  or 
other  irregular  practitioner,  if  such  apply  for  admission. 

These  objections,  at  first  view,  appear  to  be  valid  and  imposing, 
but  a  little  attention  has  convinced  your  committee  that  they  are  fal- 
lacious ;  although  they  have  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  with  which 
they  are  made,  nor  of  the  purity  of  motive  from  which  they  proceed. 
But  whilst  they  readily  award  this  tribute  of  justice  to  the  petition- 
ers, they  cannot  avoid  the  conviction,  that  these  objections  owe 
their,  origin  either  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
physicians  by  the  incorporation  of  medical  societies — a  wrong  con- 
struction of  the  law  itself,  or  a  misapplication  of  its  provisions  to  the 
several  objects  to  be  effected  by  them.  As  before  observed,  the 
state  in  transferring  its  powers  from  the  judicial  authorities,  in  whom 
they  were  previously  vested,  to  the  several  societies,  conferred  new 
rights  upon  the  profession,  and  in  return  for  these  privileges,  it  is 
fairly  to  be  assumed  it  was  intended  to  impose  new  duties ;  and  (hen 
that  the  subject  of  medical  education  and  medical  practice,  should  be 
carefully  guarded  and  faithfully  attended  to  by  those  in  whose  hands 
the  supervisory  power  had  been  placed ;  and  that  it  should  be  obli- 
gatory on  the  faculty  to  organize  societies  and  to  hold  meetings,  in 
order  that  such  societies  might  intelligently  and  judiciously  adminis- 
ter the  concerns  of  that  profession,  in  which  the  community  had  so 
deep  an  interest,  and  which  had  thus  been  confided  solely  to  their 
care.  But  the  provisions  of  the  former  law,  as  before  stated,  were 
found  inoperative  or  nugatory,  for  they  merely  required  physicians 
to  associate  together,  without  subjecting  them  to  any  penalty  for  a 
Aon-observanee  of  the  duty,  and  when  novelty  ceased,  they  became 
indifferent  and  inattentive,  and  the  petitioners  themselves  have  fur- 
nished the  evidence  in  support  of  the  fact,  that  many  attended  the 
meetings  but  rarely,  that  others  absented  themselves  altogether,  and 
that  a  rapid  tendency  to  total  dissolution  had  become  apparent  in 
many  of  these  institutions.  A  remedy  therefore  was  obviously  re- 
quired ;  and  as  this  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  previous  law,  the  duty 
of  providing  one,  was  imposed  upon  the  revisers ;  and  the  commit- 
tee cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  belief,  that  it  is  such  a  one  as 
the  good  of  the  profession,  and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  state 
required. 
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In  regard  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  law,  for  a  non-compli- 
ance with  its  injunctions,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
"  forfeiture  of  license"  is  intended  to  be  temporary  only ;  and  that 
the  law  does  not  contemplate  its  extension  beyond  the  tithe  of  the 
special  application  for  admission :  and  as  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
society,  of  admitting,  on  such  application}  is  clearly  implied.  This 
objection  therefore,  arising  as  it  does  from  a  misconstruction  of  the 
law,  cannot  be  considered  valid,  especially  as  the  disfranchisement, 
or  deprivation  of  privilege  can  continue  no  longer  than  the  contu- 
macy it  is  intended  to  correct. 

The  second  objection  made  to  this  part  of  the  regulations  by  the 
petitioners,  is,  that  the  societies  are  compelled  to  receive  every  em- 
piric, or  other  irregular  practitioner,  who  may  make  application  for 
admission :  and  the  committee  cannot  but  express  their  regret  that 
the  first  section  had  not  have  been  drawn  in  terms  more  definite  and 
less  equivocal,  and  that  the  words  duly  authorised  to  practise,  or 
others  of  a  similar  import,  had  not  have  been  employed  by  the  re- 
visers, to  have  vested  in  the  societies,  in  express  terms,  the  power 
of  rejecting  such  applicants  as  were  not  empowered  to  practise  by 
our  laws.  But  the  committee  are  nevertheless  of  opinion,  that  this 
power  is  fairly  implied  in  the  section  alluded  to,  and  that  the  words 
"ever j  physician  and  surgeon  not  already  admitted,"  &e.  ought  to  be 
so  crodtrued  as  to  include  those  only  who  are  legally  qualified.  And 
if  such  signification  is  given  to  these  words,  then  it  follows  that  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  must  be  exhibited  by  every  applicant  that  he  has 
regularly  studied,  and  has  been  duly  authorised  by  law  to  practise 
physic  or  surgery.  It  appears  to  the  committee  therefore,  that  a!- 
although  the  law  is  susceptible  of  amendment  in  this  particular,  yet 
that  the  societies  do  possess  the  power  of  judging  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  candidates,  and  of  rejecting  such  as  are  not  regularly  licensed* 

In  directing  their  attention  to  the  second  class  of  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  general  regulations  of  the  revisers,  which  relate  to  the 
punishment  of  members  for  "  gross  ignorance  or  misconduct  in  their 
profession,  or  for  immoral  conduct  or  habits,"  and  the  proceedings  to 
be  had  when  such  charges  are  made,  the  committee  have  to  observe, 
that' in  their  opinion  thesrprovisions  are  important  and  necessary, 
as  it  seems  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  originally, 
that  the  county  societies  should  possess  a  controling  power  over  th$ 
conduct^  of  physicians  in  the  respective  counties,  and  they  were  ac- 
cordingly authorised  to  expel  members  whenever  their  conduct  pro- 
fessionally or  morally,  was  such  as  to  require  or  justify  the  measure. 
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But  no  loss  of  professional  privilege  followed  such  expulsion;  and 
when  such  tui  occurrence  took  place,  physicians,  'and  the  public  in 
general,  were  more  disposed  to  look  upon  the  act  as  an  impotent  ex- 
prfcsston  of  personal  hostility,  than  as  a  deliberate  legal  decision  up- 
on the  professional  merits  or  demerits  of  the  individual  so  expelled. 
h  was  essential,  therefore,  to  the  preservation  both  of  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  the  county  societies,  that  expulsion  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  other  penalties;  and  although  suspension  from,  or  the  en- 
tire forfeiture  of  professional  immunity,  seems  at  first  view  harsh  and 
severe ;  yfet,  when  it  is  observed  that  the  "  members  of  the  other 
learned  professions  are  often  suspended,  or  permanently  degraded9' 
from  their  privileges  in  the  most  summary  manner,  and  "how  care-, 
fully  the  rights  of  physicians  in  the  case  before  us,  are  guarded  and 
protected  by  the  law,  in  requiring  the  concurrence  of  "two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  in  the  truth  of  the  charges  preferred,"  and 
in  taflbrding  a  full  opportunity  afterwards,  on  the  part  of  the  accused,. 
to  vindicate  himself  before  a  tribunal,  that  we  are  bound  to  believe, 
must  be  impartial  and  unprejudiced,  and  consequently  the  little  dan- 
ger, even  by  possibility,  of  these  penalties  being  visited  upon  inno- 
cent and  deserving  members  of  the  profession,  impel  your  committee 
to  express,  and  in  the  most  decided  manner,  their  entire  approba- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  law ;  and  to  add,  that  they  do  not  see  any 
thing  in  these  provisions,  either  u  dishonorable  to  the  profession,  or 
disgraceful  to  the  state, "  as  alleged  by  the  petitioners.     The  Dis- 
trict-Attorney is  to  be  viewed  in  this  case  in  no  other  light,  and  can 
have  no  other  interest  in  the  process,  than  as  the  representative  or 
agent  of  the  society,  and  through  him  the  evidence  is  to  be  embodi- 
ed, and  the  facts  exhibited,  as  the  president  of  the  society,  and  even 
the  accused,  jointly  with  him,  may  himself  require.    And  the  Judges 
of  the  county  court  are  required  to  hear  and  determine  the  truth  of 
the  charges,  upon  the  evidence  which  shall  he  laid  before  then).*— 
The  individual  accused  being  in  this  way  shielded  entirely  from  the 
effects  of  either  professional  rivalry  or  professional  prejudice  in  his 
judges. 

Your  committee  pass  now  to  the  third  class  of  provisions  embraced 
in  the  regulations  of  the  revisers,  or  such  as  relate  to  the  qualifica- 
tions, term  of  study,  and  license  of  students ;  the  conferring  of  de- 
grees by  the  regents  and  by  colleges ;  and  of  the  requirements  from 
persons  who  may  come  from  another  state,  or  country,  to  practise  in 
this  state. 
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These  regulations  prescribe  in  substance,  "That  the  regular  term 
of  study  of  medical  science,  shall  be  four  years  ;  but  that  if  the  sto- 
dent,  after  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  shall  have  'pursued  any  of  the 
studies  usual  in  the  colleges  of  this  state^  or  shall  hare  attended  a 
complete  course  of  all  the  lectures  delivered  in  an  incorporated 
college  in  this  state  or  elsewhere/'  in  either  case,  upon  giving 
satisfactory  proof  thereof,  one  year  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
term.  But  this  attendance  of  all  the  lectures  of  an  incorporated  col* 
lege,  is  not  made  the  condition  upon  which  is  to  depend  the  stu- 
dent's admission  to  an  examination  for  a  license,  nor  is  his  non-at- 
tendance on  such  lectures  to  be  considered  as  any  bar  against  such 
admission,  as  represented  by  the  petitioners.  The  law  only  e&» 
joins  upon  the  candidate  a  pupilage  of  one  year  more,  if  he  has  not, 
or  could  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  such  a  course.  This  provi- 
sion, therefore,  does  not  interfere  in  the  least,  with  the  rights  of 
private  lecturers,  as  stated  by  the  petitioners,  but  leaves,  as  it  ought, 
such  teachers  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  their  avocation,  and  to  stu- 
dents the  same  privilege,  of  choosing  for  their,  instructors,  those, 
whose  talents  and  professional  acquirements  may  entitle  them  to 
the  preference* 

Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  this  part 

of  the  subject    The  above  provisions  being  so  just  and  rational* 

and  calculated  as  they  are  to  be  made  so  conducive  to  the  interests 

of  the  profession  and  to  the  public  welfare,  that  they  are  persuaded 

a  mere  recital  of  them  is  sufficient  to  carry  the  conviction  of  their 

utility,  to  every  reflecting  mind. 

•*  * 
The  power  of  conferring  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  which 

shall  also  be  a  licence  to  practise,  is  vested  by  law  in  the  Regents 
alone,  and  this  honor  is  to  be  conferred  only  on  such  students  as 
shall  have  attended  the  lectures  in  the  incorporated  institutions* 
But  the  petitioners  do  not  complain  of  this,  but  of  the  inconsistency 
of  the  law,  which  denies  the  privilege  of  conferring  degrees,  which 
shall  be  a  license  to  practise,  to  the  colleges  not  incorporated  by  the 
state.  But  as  this  is  a  question  of  much  interest  to  the  faculty  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  as  well  as  to  the  community  at  large,  and 
more  especially  as  several  memorials  upon  this  subject,  as  your 
committee  have  been  informed,  have  been  sent  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  they  are  admonished  both  from  respect  to  that 
honorable  body,  as  well  as  from  the  great  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion, to  refrain  from  any  expression  of  opinion  thereon. 
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The  petitioners  also  object  to  the  law,  and  remonstrate  against 
the  facilities  which  it  affords  to  licentiates  of  another  state,  or  coun- 
try, who  may  wish  to  practise  in  this  state.  But  to  correct  this  er- 
ror it  is  only  "  necessary  to  refer  to  the  17th  section  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  revisers,  by  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  every  such 
licentiate  is  required  to  exhibit  to  the  medical  society  of  the  coun- 
ty,9' in  which  he  purposes  to  practise,  satisfactory  evidence,  that  he 
has  regularly  studied  physic  and  surgery,  according  to  the  9th  sec- 
tion of  the  regulations,  while  the  16th  section  also  makes  addition- 
al provision  in  such  cases ;"  thus  placing  the  emigrant  from  another 
state  or  country,  precisely  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  who 
may  have  pursued  their  studies  in  this  state.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  are  satisfied  that  the  regulations  in  this  respect,  cannot, 
and  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  either  "  odious,  invidious  or  op- 
pressive," as  Represented  by  the  petitioners.  But  that  on  the  con- 
trary, they  are  founded  upon  reasonable  and  just  principles,  which, 
whilst  they  secure  the  interests  of  the  profession,  reflect  honor 
upon  the  liberality  of  the  state.  , 

On  the  4th  and  last  division  of  the  subject,  your  committee  must 
be  brief.  No  argument  is  necessary,  in  this  enlightened  age,  to 
prove  that  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  health  and  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-men,  should  fit  themselves  for  their  functions,  by  some 
previous  course  of  preparation  and  study,  and  that  they  alone 
should  not  be  the  judges  of  their  qualification.  From  the  admitted 
necessity  of  this,  has  arose  that  system  of  regulations  which  your 
committee  have  now  passed  in  review.  But  apart  from  those  who 
conform  to  the  law,  and  study  and  practise  their  professions  under 
such  regulations  as  the  government  prescribe,  another  body  of  men, 
distinct  and  separate  from  them,  assume  the  name,  and  appear  at  the 
bed-side  of  the  sick,  in  the  garb  of  the  physician ;  and  the  cre- 
dulity of  mankind,  ever  ready  to  patronize  what  is  secret  and  mys- 
terious, has  countenanced  and  supported  their  pretensions. 

These  men,  whose  numbers  have  so  greatly  increased  within  the 
last  few  years,  in  our  state,  and  who  unreservedly  admit,  that  they 
possess  no  knowledge  of  the  art,  through  the  regular  channels,  and 
who  submit  to  no  test  of  their  qualifications  whatever,  now  also 
come  forward,  and  ask  for  the  repeal  of  a  portion  of  our  statutes, 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  deny  to 
them  the  privilege  accorded  to  every  other  class  of  citizens, 
to  wit :  that  of  engaging  in  such  employments  as  inclination,  or  a 
regard  to  their  own  interests  may  prompt  them  to  pursue. 

[No.  817.]  S 
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But  your  committee  are  persuaded  that  the  practice  of  empirical 
physicians  is  a  positive  evil,  and  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous 
consequences  to  the  community.  The  ignorance  of  these  practi- 
tioners of  anatomy,  or  of  the  changes  produced  in  the  human  body- 
by  disease,  and  their  evident  want  of  knowledge,  even  of  the  sci- 
ence from  which  they  have  borrowed  their  name,  ought  tb  satisfy 
every  reflecting  individual  of  their  utter  unfitness  to  practise  a  pro- 
fession, which  requires  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  these  subjects 
not  only,  but  with  many  others  relatively  useful  in  the  practice  of  the 
vyelt^ducated  physician.  But  although  your  committee  are  con- 
vinced that  for  the  good  of  society,  legal  restraints  should  be  impos- 
ed upon  this  class  of  practitioners,  yet  they  are  not  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  they  can,  or  that  they  ought  to  be  immediately  suppressed 
by  the  infliction  of  pains  and  penalties,  inconsistent  in  their  nature 
with  the  benign  spirit  of  our  laws,  and  the  genius  of  our  govern- 
ment, Fine  and  imprisonment  are  punishments  inapplicable  to  tbti 
offence,  as  they  carry  with  them  too  much  of  the  appearance  of  ty- 
ranny and  persecution,  and  the  objects  of  the  law  are  defeated  by 
the  severity  of  its'  penalties.  Your  committee  have  no  hesitation, 
therefore,  in  recommending  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  statute 
which  imposes  fine  and  imprisonment  upon  this  class  of  practition- 
ers, leaving  them  still  liable  to  the  other  disabilities  prescribed  by 
the  law. 

In  the  preceding  examination,  the  committee  trust  they  have  been 
guided  by  a  spirit  of  candor  and  impartiality ;  and  that  they  have  de- 
monstrated as  clearly  as  their  confined  limits  would  admit,  that  the 
general  regulations  adopted  by  the  revisers,  are  in  perfect  conso- 
nance with  the  spirit  of  our  former  enactments ;  and  that  they  are 
admirably  calculated  to  improve  and  strengthen  the  whole  system. 
That  they  clearly  define  the  duties,  and  indicate  the  responsibilities 
of  physicians ;  prescribe  the  period  of  pupilage,  and  create  a  stand- 
ard of  professional  acquirement,  without  being  oppressive,  unattain- 
ed  before,  and  which  hereafter  must  elevate  the  profession  to  the 
highest  degree  of  respectability  and  usefulness.  -  No  system,  sup* 
rior  to  it,  perhaps  could  be  devised ;  and  your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  that  of  any 
other,  either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  and  they  cannot  therefore 
withhold  from  it  their  entire  approbation  :  And  this  sentiment,  they 
are  persuaded,  will  be  responded  to  by  nearly  the  whole  profession 
in  the  ttate.  And  in  support  of  this,  your  committee  are  happy  in 
being  able  to  cite  the  resolution  of  the  State  Medical  Society  at  its 
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tate  meeting,  unanimously  adopted*  and  carrying  with  it  the  united 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  law,  of  every  county  represented  in  the* 
body,  to  wit: 

"  Resolved,  That  we,  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  extreme  practical  utility,  and 
beneficial  tendency  of  the  present  existing  law  of  this  state,  regula- 
ting the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery." 

No  petition  against  the  law  has  been  presented  from  *tvy  part  of 
die  state,  except  from  the  city  of  New-York,  which  also  affords  the 
strongest  evidence  of  the  favorable  light  in  which  it  is  viewed  by 
the  profession  at  large.  And  in  that  city,  your  committee  feel  war- 
ranted in  believing,  much  of  the  opposition  to  the  law  arises  from 
local  causes  and  circumstances  not  affecting  or  influencing  physi- 
cians in  other  parts  of  the  state.  The  unfortunate  division  existing 
in  that  city  on  the  subject  of  the  college  charter,  has  had  its  full 
share  in  producing  this  hostility  to  the  law ;  as  it  is  presumed  seve- 
ral of  those  who  are  most  distinguished  on  the  list  of  the  petitioners, 
would  have  been  found  the  warm  advocates  of  it,  but  for  the  unhap- 
py dissentions  existing  -between  the  rival  institutions  there.  Be- 
sides, the  very  injudicious  proceeding  of  the  medical  society  of  that 
city,  in  continuing  to  exact  an  inordinate  initiating  fee  on  the  admis- 
sion of  members,  after  the  alteration  in  our  statute,  compelling  phy- 
sicians to  become  members,  has  had  a  powerful  effect  in  exciting  op- 
position, and  rendering  the  law  odious. 

The  supreme  court,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  have  lately  decided  th^£>action  to  be  legal ;  but  it  will  not 
meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  profession ;  and  the  committee  cannot 
approve  of  any  attempt  to  enforce  a  mere  by-law  by  a  resort  to  legal 
measures.  It  would  be  alike  repugnant  to  sound  principles,  and 
sound  policy.  To  compel  individuals  to  join  the  societies  under  a 
penalty  no  less  severe  than  the  loss  of  their  licenses,  and  then  t# 
meet  them  at  the  threshhold  with  a  heavy  pecuniary  exaction  as  the 
price  of  their  compliance,  is  wrong  in  principle  and  wrong  every 
way.  Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  removing  this  cause  of  complaint,  by  abolishing  the  power  of  im- 
posing an  initiating  fee  altogether,  as  the  funds  to  be  derived  from 
the  annual  contributions,  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  made  fully  ade- 
quate to  all  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  societies. 
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Finally,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  that 
these  regulations  of  the  revisers,  have  been  in  operation  but  two 
years  only,  and  that  their  experience  for  that  short  period  has  sug- 
gested nothing  that  would  justify  your  committee  in  recommending 
a  change  of  the  present  system.  It  remains,  therefore,  for  them  only 
to  repeat  to  the  House  their  conviction  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  make 
any  alterations  in  the  law  at  the  present  time,  except  those  suggest- 
ed by  your  committee ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  have  directed 
their  chairman  to  askJe&ve  to  introduce  a  bill. 


.**-   vUM 
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No.  218, 

IN  SENATE, 

March  1,  1830. 


REPORT"        ^': 

Of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate- of  the  4th  Febru- 
ary, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New-York* 

The  Regents  of  the  University,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  "  requiring  them  to  re-r 
port  the  amount  of  money  belonging  to  the  Literature  Find,  by 
them  distributed  in  each  year,  from  the  year  1828,  to  the  year 
1830,  inclusive,  distinguishing  the  amount  distributed  to  each  Senate 
district,  in  each  year," 

BasracnuLLT  Report— 

That  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  contains  all  the  information 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Regents, 
SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Chancellor. 
Albany,  February  27, 1880. 


[No.  218.]  1 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


'-,*-  *  Jt  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


NT 

jeReg 

iedth 


-4, 

i. 


114  0 


82  a 


905  04 

i 


253 


■•1 

1 


J253  (X 


18.] 


J..* 


* 


* 


Digitized  by  VaOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


prr 

edth 
1140 


82  01 


V 


905  0< 


853  O 


53  0( 


fia] 


*(£***«.  4   >J 


i 


.Mi' 


•♦« 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


No  219. 

IN  SENATE, 

March  3,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Surveyor-General,  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 

Phares. 

The  Surveyor-General,  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Phares,  refer- 
red to  him  by  the  honorable  the  Senate, 

R  wu&cn  u  llt  Rbpobts  I 

That  the  superintendent  of  the  salt  springs,  by  virtue  of  authority 
vetted  in  him  by  law,  did  many  years  since,  lease  to  the  salt  manu- 
facturers at  Geddes,  sundry  seven-acre  pasture  lots  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  works,  for  a  term  to  expire  in  18*8.  In  1820  the  plan  of 
the  village  of  Geddes  was  formed,  and  the  ground  was  laid  out  into 
streets  and  lots,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  irregular  lines  of 
these  pasture  lots.  The  commissioners  of  the  land-office,  being  em- 
powered by  law  to  do  so,  offered  to  the  lessees  to  take  their  rights  at 
an  appraised  value,  for  which  they  would  be  credited,  on  any  pur- 
chases they  might  make  of  the  lots  laid  out  in  the  village.  Some 
availed  themselves  of  this  favorable  offer,  but  others  did  not. 
Among  them  was  the  tenant  of  pasture  lot  number  1 1,  to  which  the 
petitioner  refers.  The  surrender  of  this  lot,  on  the  proposed  con- 
dition, was  refused,  and  the  Tillage  lots  covering  it  were  withheld 
from  sale  until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  when  the  village  lots  on 
it  or  interfering  with  it  were  sold.  There  was  no  intimation  given 
at  that  time  that  there  was  any  improvement  on  it,  and  there  is 
now  no  proof  that  there  was  any  entitled  to  consideration,  and  even 
if  there  had  been,  there  was  no  law  existing  by  which  he  was  en- 
titled to  a  remuneration  for  it.    The  tenant  must  have  known,  that 
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at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  premises,  with  every  thing  on  it, 
would  revert  to  the  state.    He  has,  therefore,  no  legal  claim  for 
any  improvement  he  may  have  made  on  the  lot. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

SIMEpN  DE  WITT, 
Surveyor-  General. 
March  3, 1830. 
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No.  230. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  1,  1830. 

MESSAGE 

From  the  Acting  Governor. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

GwiLJuaur — 

I  have  recently  received  official  Information  of  the  condition  of 
our  state  penitentiaries,  which  I  feel  bound  to  lay  before  you. 

The  sooth  wing  of  the  Auburn  prison  was  constructed  upon  the 
model  of  the  old  New-York  state  prison,  with  rooms  sufficiently  ca- 
pacious to  contain  from  five  to  eight  convicts  each.  The  north  wing 
was  subsequently  built  upon  a  new  model,  and  contains  five  hundred 
and  fifty  cells,  adapted  to  the  separate  imprisonment  of  convicts. 
Since  the  construction  of  cells,  the  south  wing  has  been  considered 
useless  as  a  prison,  on  account  of  its  total  unfitness  to  the  system 
which  has  been  so  happily  adopted  and  successfully  pursued. 

The  agent  of  that  prison  repotted  to  me  ,t  under  date  of  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  January  last,  that  that  he  had  then  under  his  charge, 
six  hundred  and  forty-five  convicts,  twenty-three  of  whom  were 
females.  That  the  females  were  confined  together  in  one  room,  and 
that  he  had  been  compelled  to  confine  the  excess  of  males  over  five 
hundred  and  fifty,  in  the  south  wing ;  and  in  some  cases,  fbr  want  of 
otter  accommodations,  two  in  the  same  room. 

,    »' 
For  relief  againrt  a  farther  excessive  increase,  I  issued  an  order, 

in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  directing 
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the  future  convicts  from  the  counties  6(  Herkimer,  Oneida,  Otsego, 
Chenango,  and  Broome,  to  be  sent  to  the  prison  at  Sing-Sing. 

The  agent  of  the  Sing-Sing  prison  reports,  under  date  of  17th 
February  last,  that  there  were  then  six  hundred  and  three  convicts 
in  the  prison  under  his  charge,  and  that  that  prison  contains  eight 
hundred  cells.  He  estimates  that  there  will  probably  be  seven 
hundred  and  eighty -eight  convicts  under  his  charge,  at  the  close  of 
this  year,  without  taking  into  the  estimate  those  to  be  expected  from 
the  recently  added  territory.  Should  the  increase  of  convicts  from 
the  territory  assigned  by  law  to  the  Auburn  prison,  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  be  the  same  as  during  the  last  year,  there  will,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  be  in  both  prisons,  about  fifteen  hundred  convicts, 
and  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  cells. 

Being  fully  persuaded  that  the  discipline  which  has  enabled  the 
keepers  of  our  prisons  to  render  the  labor  of  the  convicts  produc- 
tive, and  above  all,  which  has  produced  the  moral  reformation  of 
offenders,  is  entirely  dependent  upon  that  feature  of  the  system, 
solitary  dormitories,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  propriety  .of 
authorising  the  immediate  construction  of  so  many  additional  cells 
as  may  be  necessary,  until  a  plan  of  more  extensive  enlargement 
or  other  relief  may  be  deliberately  adopted.  The  reports  of  the 
agents  of  both  prisons,  which  accompany  this  communication,  wiD 
furnish  you  with  important  information  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
improvements. 

I  am  informed,  by  the  agent  of  the  Sing-Sing  prison,  that  two 
hundred  cells  may  be  constructed  there,  by  adding  another  story  to 
the  present  building,  or  that  the  number  of  cells  may  be  otherwise 
increased,  in  harmony  with  the  original  plan  of  building.  If  die 
interior  of  the  south' wing  of  the  Auburn  prison  should  be  taken 
out,  a  block  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  cells  could  be  constructed 
within  the  present  exterior  walls,  corresponding  exactly  with  the 
north  wing.  In  this  event,  it  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
prison  yard  and  increase  the  workshops.  Whether  this  or  some 
other  alteration  should  be  adopted  there,  is  a  question  connected 
with  various  considerations,  and  which  cannot  be  satisfactorily  de- 
termined, without  the  knowledge  of  facts  whicfi  require  more  time 
to  procure  than  is  probably  at  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature  during 
its  present  session. 


E.  T.  THEOOP. 


Albany,  March  1, 1830. 
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LETTER 

From  L.  Lewi*,  Agent  and  Keeper  of  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn* 
to  hie  Excellency  Enos  T.  Throop. 

State  Prison,  Auburn,  Feb.  16,  1830. 

His  Excellency  E.  T.  Throop. 

Sib — The  following  statement  is  respectfully  presented,  in  an- 
swer to  your  Excellency's  interrogatories  of  the  lltb  inst 

The  number  of  convicts  received  into  this  prison  since  the 

date  of  the  last  annual  report,  is 25 

Received  during  the  year  1829, « 170 

Discharged  during  the  same  period — 

By  expiration  of  sentence, 68 

By  pardon, 27 

Died, 6 101 

The  number  of  convicts  whose  terms  of  sentence  expire 

during  the  year  1830,  is  . 80 

On  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  prison — it  is  presumed  that  a 
measure  involving  so  heavy  an  expense  and  such  consequences  as 
that  of  enlarging  the  whole  prison  grounds,  is  not  contemplated  in 
the  interrogatories,  and  will,  therefore,  be  passed  over  w^hout 
remark. 

The  present  enclosure,  of  five  acres,  is  not  too  large  for  the  com- 
modious employment  of  about  six  hundred  convicts.  It  is  my 
opinion,  however,  and  that  of  the  inspectors  whom  I  have  consulted, 
that  the  present  yard  room  will  possibly  admit  of  an  increase  of  the 
number  to  seven  hundred,  without  very  materially  affecting  the 
discipline  or  embarrassing  our  mechanical  operations.  Any  num- 
ber above  this,  it  is  believed,  would  be  highly  detrimental,  if  not 
destructive,  to  both.  # 

But  the  present  number  of  solitary  cells  is  only  five  hundred  and 
fifty  ;  and  in  what  way  can  provision  be  made  for  the  separate  con- 
finement of  an  additional  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  convicts? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  a  few  short 
paragraphs  from  an  original  draft  of  the  late  report  of  the  inspec- 
tors, which  was  intended  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  but 
was  afterwards  so  modified  as  to  recommend,  instead  thereof,  that 
any  surplus  of  convicts  above  our  present  number  of  solitary  cells, 
should  be  sent  to  the  prison  at  Mount-Pleasant.  The  following  is 
the  extract. 

"  It  will  be  recollected  that  we  stated  in  our  last  report,  that  there 
were  then  as  many  convicts  as  could  be  confined  separately  in  the 
north  wing.  The  increase  since  that  time  is  sixty-nine.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  north  wing  contains  all  the 
cells  designed  for  solitary  confinement.  The  agent  has,  however, 
by  making  use  of  some  large  cells  in  the  south  wing,  managed  to 
confine  all  the  convicts  separately,  until  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
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though  not  without  great  inconvenience  and  increased  expense. 
These  cells  are  at  length  all  occupied,  and  a  number  of  them  ne- 
cessarily with  two  convicts  in  each. 

"  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  it  is  no  longer  practicable  to  maintain 
this  all-important  feature  of  the  system,  without  an  additional  num- 
ber of  solitary  cells.  And  we  therefore  respectfully  but  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  the  Legislature  to  authorise,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  the  building  of  a  new  block  of  cells  in  the  south  wing. 

"  This  plan  is  recommended  as  at  once  the  least  expensive  and 
most  expeditious  that  can  be  adopted.  A  great  part  of  this  wing 
is,  in  its  present  state,  entirely  useless,  and  the  remainder  .so  ill- 
adapted  to  the  purpose  .as  to  be  used  only  from  necessity.  The 
whole  interior,  it  is  believed,  may  be  removed  without  injury  to  the 
external  wall  or  shell  by  which  it  is  enclosed.  This  will  afford  not 
J  only  a  suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  a  new  block  of  cells,  but 
also  the  means  of  making  some  necessary  improvements  in  the 
victualling  department,  which  has  all  along  been  attended  with 
very  serious  inconveniences.   . 

"  Although  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  reasonable  demand 
upon  the  treasury  for  a  purpose  so  important,  would  be  an  obstacle 
to  its  accomplishment,  yet  it  must  be  deemed  a  consideration  highly 
i-vorable  to  the  proposed  alteration,  that  the  expense  will  be  very 
inconsiderable,  compared  with  that  of  erecting  an  entire  new  build- 
ing. For  the  external  ^all  or  shell,  there  will  of  course  be  no  ex- 
pense ;  and  a  part  of  me  materials  required  for  the  new  interior 
erections,  will  be  supplied  from  those  which  are  proposed  to  beta- 
ken down.  With  these  materials  and  the  labor  of  convicts  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  profitably  employed,  the  expense  of  com- 
mencing and  carrying  forward  a  block  of  cells,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
meet  the  present  exigency,  would,  it  is  believed,  come  within  the 
compass  of  the  agent's  means,  with  the  aid  of  only  two  thousand 
dollars  from  the  treasury." 

The  above  extract  exhibits  the  views  of  the  inspectors,  as  well 
as  my  own,  as  to  the  practicability  and  best  method  of  enlarging  the 
prison,  and  also  estimates  the  expense  (exclusive  of  the  labor  of 
convicts)  of  building  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  "to  meet  the 
[then]  present  exigency." 

The  cost  of  each  cell  is  estimated  at  fifty  dollars.  The  proposed 
new  block  will  contain  from  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy  cells,  and  of  course  will  require  an  appropriation  of 
about  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Such  a  block  of  cells,  in  addition  to  those  in  the  north  wing,  will 
contain  as  many  convicts  as  can  be  employed  within  the  present  en- 
closure, and  leave  only  sufficient  space  in  the  south  wing  for  a  mess- 
room,  kitchen,  wash-room,  chapel,  and  .the  necessary  store-rooms. 

In  case  the  proposed  alteration  should  be  made,  it  will  be  very 
important  that  the  eighteen  female  convicts  whose  sentences  do  not 
expire  during  the  present  year,  should  be  removed  from  this  prison ; 
and  1  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  removing  them  to  New- 
York,  and  placing  them  with  the  other  female  convicts. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  £.  LEWIS,  Agent  and  Keeper. 
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LETTER 

jFVom  Elam  Lyncb,  Agbnt  and  Keeper  of  the  State  Prison  at 
Mount-Pleasant,  to  his  Excellency  Enos  T.  Throop. 

Albany,  nth  February,  1830. 
His  Excellency  Enos  T.  Throop, 

Sib — In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the  number  of  con- 
victs in  the  ^Mount-Pleasant  prison,  1  answer : 

There  is  now  six  hundred  and  three  convicts,  and  there  is  an 
average  receipt  of  twenty-five  per  month  ;  which  would  give  us,  on 
the  17th  February,  1831,  nine  hundred  and  three  men.  Allowing 
the  pardons  granted  at  twenty-five,  and  the  deaths  the  same  in  pro- 
portion as  last  year,  sixteen,  together  with  the  number  that  will 
leave  by  expiration  of  sentence,  which  is  seventy-four,  making  in 
all,  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  leave  the  prison  during  the  present 
year;  which  deduct  from  the  nine  hundred  and  three,  will  give  us 
in  one  year  from  this  time,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  men  to 
occupy  eight  hundred  cells.  This  calculation  is  made  without  re- 
ference to  your  Excellency's  late  order,  which  must  increase  the 
number  considerably  above  eight  hundred.  % 

There,  may  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  on  for  next  year;  but  when 
our  prisons  are  both  filled,  what  shall  v  %  do  with  the  convicts  we 
receive,  while  cells  are  building  for  ifieir  accommodation  ?  Permit 
me  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  construct  an  addi- 
tional number  of  ceils  at  Mount-Pleasant,  or  alter  the  south  wine  of 
the  Auburn  prison,  the  next  season,  so  that  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
confine  in  a  proper  manner,  such  convicts  as  we  may  receive  after 
the  present  number  of  cells  are  full. 

The  master  mechanics  at  the  prison,  estimate  the  cost  of  materi- 
als for  constructing  two  hundred  cells  at  Mount-Pleasant,  at  ten 
thousand  dollars.  The  support  of  the  convicts  and  the  pay  of  me- 
chanics to  superintend  the  work,  would  require  to  be  provided  for, 
as  the  convicts  could  not  earn  that  while  doing  the  work  on  the 
prison,  which  I  should  suppose 'would  be  equal  to  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  more,  for  food,  clothing,  and  bedding,  for  the 
convicts,  and  pay  of  the  mechanics. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 

I  am  sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  ELAM  LYNDS. 
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No.  231. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  2,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Assembly  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
better  security  of  mechanics  and  others,  erecting 
buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York, 
together  with  the  remonstrance  of  sundry  free- 
holders and  builders  of  said  city,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  said  MIL 

Mr,  Alien,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
biU  from  the  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  security  of 
mechanics  and  others  erecting  buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of 
New- York,"  together  with  the  remonstrance  of  sundry  freeholders 
and  builders  of  said  city,  against  the  passage  of  said  bill, 

RSFOBTSD  AS  FOLLOWS,  TO  WIT  : 

That  they  have  been  induced  to  delay  their  report  until  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  order  that  they  might  possess  as  much  information  on 
the  subject  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit. 

The  bill  referred  to  your  committee,  only  extends  the  benefit  of  a 
lira  to  contractors,  and  sub-contractors,  and  leaves  the  journeyman 
mechanic,  and  laborer,  to  depend  on  the  honesty  and  solvency  of 
their  employers,  as  at  present 

The  necessity  of  this  act,  giving  the  contractor  for  the  erection  of 
a  building,  a  Ken,  not  only  on  the  building  which  he  erects,  but  on 
[No.  SSI.]  1 
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the  ground  upon  which  it  may  be*  erected,  has  not  been  made  appa- 
rent to  the  committee. 

1st.  Because  (he  committee  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  that  any 
number  Of  eases  have  occurred,  where  the  contractor  has  sustained 
material  loss,  by  the  insolvency  or  fraud  of  the  owner.  The  com- 
mitted of  the  Assembly,  to  which  this  subject  was  referred,  declare 
"  that  the  severe  and  heavy  losses  sustained  by  the  mechanic  and 
kborfhg  interests,  have  arisen  far  more  frequently,  from  insufficient,, 
reckless  contractors,  having  nothing  to  lose,  than  from  the  owners." 

Sd.  Because  the  builder,  being  one  of  the  parties  to  the  bargain 
or  contract,  has  it  in  his  power  to  stipulate  for  payment  in  advance, 
or  in  such  portions  as  the  work  progresses,  as  will  insure  him  from 
los»  by  the  failure  of  the  owner ;  at  any  rate,  from  material  loss. 

The  petitioners  for  this  measure  contend,  that  inasmuch  as  ship 
builders  and  others,  have  a  lien  upon  the  vessel  for  work  and  mate- 
rials furnished,  the  same  principle  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  build- 
ers of  houses'  and  other  erections.  The  difference  in  the  cases, 
however,  are,  that  in  the  one,  the  property  is  moveable,  and  the  lien 
ceases  twelve  days  after  the  departure  of  the  vessel;  while  in  the 
other,  the  property  is  immoveable  and  permanent,  and  the  lien  con- 
tinues, upon  the  plan  proposed,  until  the  debt  is  paid.  The  ship 
builder  has  a  lien  upon  the  vessel,  until  his  bills  are  paid ;  but  he 
possesses  no  lien  upon  the  ground  upon  which  she  may  be  erected, 
while  the  law  under  consideration,  not  only  provides  for  a  lien  on 
the  building,  but  on  the  lot  upon  which  it  may  stand.  The  same 
principle,  as  the  committee  are  at  present  informed,  will  apply  to  all 
Kens  under  the  common  law,  for  services  performed,  or  materials 
^mish^d^namely,  that  the  subject  of  the  lien  is  moveable  and  not 
fast  property. 

The  committee  are  led  to  believe,  if  this  bill  should  pass  into  a 
law,  that  it  will  prove  a  source  of  much  expense  and  trouble,  and 
lead  to  endless  litigation  among  the  parties.  The  filing  in  the  regis- 
ter's office,  the  contracts  and  orders  for  work  or  materials,  with 
the  affidavit  affixed,  and  the  presentation  of  a  certificate  of  discharge, 
ip  which  (the  contractor  shall  acknowledge  satisfaction,  before  a  com- 
missioner authorised  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  will  not 
only  be  expensive,  but  a  source  of  trouble  to  the  contractor,  and 
vexation  to  the  owner. 
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The  difference  which  occasionally  arises  between  the  owner  and 
contractor,  on  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  on 
(he  quality  <of  the  work,  or  materials  done  or  furnished,  which  in 
most  cases  are  now  settled  by  amicable  reference,  will  then,  as  the 
committee  believe,  be  the  subject  of  a  suit  at  law ;  and  the  provi- 
sion which  directs  the  owner  to  retain  in  his  hands,  out  of  any  sub* 
sequent  payment  due  the  contractor,  the  amount  claimed  by  a  sub- 
contractor, until  they  shall  settle  any  difference  between  them,  by,, 
litigation  or  otherwisse,  if  they  shall  disagree,  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  lead  to  law  suits  without  number ;  prove  a  loss 
of  time  and  an  accumulation  of  costs,  that  will  swallow  up  most  if 
not  all  the  profits  of  (he  mechanic,  for  whose  benefit  this  measure  is 
ostensibly  intended. 

The  most  serious  and  alarming  evil,  however,  which  the  commit- 
tee are  apprehensive  would  follow  the  passage  of  the  act  in  ques- 
tion, is  the  ruin  it  will  entail  upon  the  young  mechanic  of  small  ca-  * 
pital.  The  natural  consequence  of  a  measure,  such  as  this  is,  wil 
be,  to  carry  nearly  all  the  business  to  the  wealthy  and  substantial 
builders,  who  are  enabled  to  afford  to  the  owner  an  equal  security 
.  for  fulfilling  the  contract,  to  that  given  the  contractor  by  the  lien, 
for  the  payment  of  the  amount  agreed  upon. 

The  petitioners  for  the  act  in  question  have  referred  the  Legis- 
lature to  a  similar  law  passed  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  pre* 
cedent.  This  law  of  Pennsylvania,  however,  only  authorises  a  lien 
on  the  building,  not  on  the  lot  on  which  it  is  erected,  as  proposed 
by  the  petitioners. 

The  committee  are  not  informed  that  any  other  state,  except 
Pennsylvania,  has  passed  an  act  such  as  that  alluded  to ;  and  a 
principal  object  in  delaying  this  report  has  been  to*  ascertain  tb* 
operation  of  the  Pennsylvania  act,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  committee  are  now  in  possession  of  that  information,  which 
they  beg  leave  briefly  to  state,  as  follows : 

"  On  inquiry  among  our  most  respectable  and  disinterested  citi- 
zens, I  find  there  is  but  one  opinion  respecting  the  operation  of  the 
Ken  Into,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  highly  injurious  to  the  best  interests 
of  young  mechanics j  who  are  masters  of  their  business,  but  with- 
out much  capital.  It  has  thrown  tfie  best  and  heaviest  buildings  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  wealthy  masons  and  carpenters,  and  compelled 
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the  young  and  enterprising  to  form  numerous  partnerships,  who  have 
purchased  lots  or  taken  them  upon  ground  rent,  and  erected  build* 
ings  on  their  joint  account,  on  speculation ;  and  after  expending  all 
their  own  small  capitals,  they  mortgage  the  buildings,  and  are  oblig- 
ed in  very  numerous  instances,  to  force  a  sale  or  allow  the  mortgage 
to  be  foreclosed,  and  the  property  to  be  sold  by  the  sheriff;  in  ei- 
ther ease,  at  a  great  sacrifice." 

Our  informant  refers  us,  as  proof  of  the  injurious  effects  of  the  Jim 
law  in  Philadelphia,  to  the  great  number  of  masons,  carpenters,  and 
plasterers,  advertising  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  and  states 
that  in  one  paper  of  the  last  year,  he  found  no  less  than  seventy  of 
these  advertisements,  the  most  of  whom,  in  his  opinion,  have  been 
ruined  by  being  compelled,  for  the  want  of  employment,  to  build 
houses,  in  the  hope  of  covering  their  expenses  by  the  sale  of  them. 
The  committee  will  barely  add  that  the  information  comes  from  a 
source  highly  respectable,  and  in  which  they  have  implicit  confi- 
dence* 

There  is  one  other  point  of  view,  in  which  the  act  in  question 
may  operate  injuriously  on  the  man  of  moderate  means  not  a 
builder.  It  has  been  an  every  day  business  almost,  with  the 
fire  insurance  companies  in  the  city  of  New-York,  tp  loan  to  persons 
of  this  description,  who  have  been  enabled,  by  economy  and  indus- 
try, to  save  sufficient  to  purchase  a  lot  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
and  pay  the  greater  part  of  the  purchase  money,  depending  upon  a 
loan,  to  enable  them  to  erect  a  building  on  it  The  premises  are 
mortgaged  to  the  company  for  the  necessary  amount ;  but,  the  mo- 
ney is  only  paid  in  instalments,  as  the  building  progresses.  Under 
the  proposed  law,  however,  there  will  be  no  safety  in  the  making  of 
such  loans,  for  how  shall  the  company  know  that  the  borrower  has 
fully  satisfied  *his  contractor  ?  They  can  only  be  safe  by  havihg- 
the  contract  in  their  own  possession ;  employing  an  agent  to  attend 
the  erection,  in  order  to  see  that  the  contract  is  fulfilled,  and  by  pay- 
ing (he  instalments  to  the  contractor  instead  of  the  owner,  as  they 
become  due.  This  they  cannot  be  induced  to  do,  and  money  will  not 
be  so  loaned,  should  the  proposed  law  pass.  Persons,  such  ta  have 
been  described,  will  not  be  able  to  improve  their  property ;  the  num- 
ber of  erectiofhs  will  be  reduced,  and  the  man  of  small  means  wil 
be  seriously  injured* 

If  this  act  is  to  operate  i&  New-  York  as  it  has  in  Philadelphia,  ru- 
inous to  the  young  and  enterprising  mechanic,  preventing  him  from 
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in  competition  with  his  wealthy  neighbor,  and  compelling 
him  to  continue,  during  his  life,  in  the  capacity  of  a  journeyman,  or 
to  resort  to  means  of  speculation,  in  the  hope  of  raising  his  drooping 
fortunes ;  and  if  it  is  not  only  to  bring  this  serious  injury  upon  me- 
chanics, but  to  prevent  the  man  of  small  means  from  effecting  loans 
that  will  enable  him  to  provide  a  dwelling'for  his  family ;  and  if  in  this 
way  it  is  to  retard  in  a  measure,  the  improvement  of  the  city,  with 
the  other  inconveniences  enumerated,  ought  the  bill  to  pass  ?  The 
committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not ;  and  they 
therefore  report  against  the  passage  of  said  bill. 
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No.  232. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  1,  1830. 


REPORT 

From  the  Comptroller. 

Extract  from  a  report  of  the  Comptroller,  made  on  the  1st  March, 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution,  requiring  "copies  of  the  lists  furnish- 
ed by  the  several  banks  of  the  city  of  New- York,  showing  the  resi- 
dence of  the  stockholders  of  said  institutions  not  residing  within  the 
county  of  New- York,  with  the  amount  of  stock  holden  by  such  stock- 
holders, and  their  residence  respectively." 
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of  New- York  in  the  year  1823 
he  state,  and  owned  by  the  state* 
said  Banks,  on  file  in  this  office. 


State. 
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Amount  owned   by  the 

>le  of  the  State  of 

cw-York. 
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Total  Capital 


$180,000  00 


60,800  00 


50,000  00 


290,800.  00 


i8o;ooo  oo 


-60,800  00 


50,000  00 
•16,00060' 


$300,800  00 


$3,000,000  00 

1,490,000  00 

965,000  00 

3,049,500  00 

1,000,000  00 

600,000  00 

500,000  00 

500,000  00 

2,050,000  00 

1,588,700  00 

600,000  00 


$13-,24S,200  00 
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1,000,000  00 
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500,000  00 

500,000  00 

2,050,000  00 

1,250,000  00 

510,000  00 

1,500,000  00 

500,000  00 

750,000  00 

700,000  00 
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No.  233. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  3,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Attorney-General,  on  the  petition  of  Gideon 

Castle, 

The  Attorney-General,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  Assembly, 
the  petition  of  Gideon  Castle, 

Rbsfbctvclly  Reports: 

That  the  petitioner  represents,  among  other  things,  that  in  the 
year  1807  he  purchased  of  Orremel  Gipson,  who  was  the  nephew 
and  only  heir  at  law  of  Robert  Gipson,  lot  number  ninety-seven,  in 
the  town  of  Camiflus,  for  which  a  patent  had  been  issued  to  said  Ro- 
bert Gipson,  in  the  year  1790 ;  that  the  petitioner  took  possession  of 
the  lot  and  sold  it  out  to  different  persons,  excepting  two  pieces,  one 
of  fifty,  and  one  of  six  acres,  which  the  petitioner,  in  the  year  1814, 
leased  to  Gilbert  Rose  and  his  wife,  for  their  lives,  reserving  an  an- 
nual rent  of  one  bushel  of  wheat ;  that  in  the  year  1819,  ejectments 
on  the  demise  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New- York,  were  brought 
against  said  Rose,  who  made  no  defence ;  that  the  petitioner,  being 
apprised  of  the  ejectntents,  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Attorney- 
Genefal  (Mr.  Oakley,)  to  take  the  affidavits  of  witnesses  to  the 
title,  and  that  the  Attorney-General  agreed  to  abandon  the  suits 
brought  against  the  settlers  on  the  lot,  upon  receiving  satisfactory 
evidence,  by  affidavits,  of  the  title ;  that  the  petitioner  procured  the 
necessary  affidavits*  and  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Oakley,  about  the 
month  of  May,  1620,  who  declared  himself  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  petitioner  had  the  title  to  the  lot,  and  promised  to  abandon  the 
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•oils ;  that  the  petitioner,  until  the  spring  of  the  year  IMS,  suppo- 
sed the  suits  had  been  abandoned ;  but  in  June  of  that  year,  he  wa» 
informed  that  the  lands  included  in  the  lease  to  Rose  and  wife,  were 
advertised  for  sale  by  the  state,  and  he  has  since  learned  that  they 
were  sold  for  the*  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars ;  that  Mr. 
Oakley  has  informed  him  that  the  affidavits  were  lost  or  mislaid,  and 
that  judgments  had  been  perfected  in  the  suits  by  mistake ;  that  but 
for  the  arrangement  with  the  Attorney-General,  he  should  have  de- 
fended the  suits,  and  has  no  doubt  he  could  have  done  so  with  suc- 
cess ;  and  he  prays  a  law  for  his  relief,  and  that  be  may  be  paid  the 
sum  for  which  the  fifty-six  acres  of  land  sold,  with  the  interest  there- 
en.  Accompanying  the  petition,  is  an  affidavit  ef  James  Herrick, 
going  to  confirm  the  statements  of  the  petitioner,  in  relation  to  what 
took  place  between  him  and  the  Attorney-General.  There  is  also 
a  quif-claim  deed  of  the  lot  in  question,  dated  the  third  day  ef  No- 
vember, 1807,  from  Crremel  Gipson,  (who  therein  claims  to  be  the 
heir  at  law  of  the  soldier,)  to  the  petitioner,  and  it  appears  that  the 
petitioner  paid  the  taxes  on  the  lot  for  several  years.  The  evidence 
submitted  to  prove  that  Orremel  Gipson  was  the  heir  of  the  soldier, 
is  not  of  a  very  satisfactory  character ;  but  the  petitioner  alleges  that 
he  fully  proved  his  title  by  the  witnesses  who  made  affidavits,  most 
of  whom  are  now  dead.  Those  affidavits  are  probably  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Powers,  who  was  the  agent  of  the  state  in  relation  to  es- 
cheated lands  in  the  military  tract. 

From  the 'register  of  Mr.  Oakley,  and  papers  and  proceedings  is 
the  public  offices,  it  appears  that  Robert  Gipson  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  died  in  service,  in  the  year  1778.  A  pa- 
tent was  issued  in  his  name  for  lot  number  ninety-seven,  in  the  town 
of  Camillus,  bearing  date  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  1790, 
which  was  delivered  to  Robert  Wilson,  as  his  administrator.  In 
September,  1819,  actions  of  ejectment  were  brought  against  the  se- 
veral occupants  to  recover  the  possession  of  the  lot,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  had  escheated,  by  the  death  of  the  patentee  without  leaving 
heirs  capable  of  inheriting  the  estate.  The  suits  were  afterwards 
consolidated,  and  the  tenants  appeared  by  their  attorney  and  plead- 
ed ;  and  in  May,  1820,  confessed  a  judgment,  which  was  perfected 
in  September  following,  and  a  writ  of  possession  was  executed  in 
the  month  of  October  of  that  year.  On  the  18th  day  of  November, 
1820,  the  Attorney-General  reported  the  recovery  of  this  lot  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  land-office :  and  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  18*8, 
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aeveral  parts  of  the  lot  were  sold  by  the  Surveyor-General :  two 
parcels  marked  with  the  name  of  Gilbert  Rose,  one  containing  fifty, 
and  the  other,  six  acres,  were  sold  to  Joseph  W,  Maynard ;  the  first 
for  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  second  for  thirty-seven  dollars, 
making  in  all,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars.  It  further 
appears,  that  a  suit  was  at  the  same  time  brought  for  the  recovery 
of  lot  number  thirty-five,  in  Camillus,  also  claimed  by  the  petitioner ; 
which  suit  was  discontinued  in  the  y-ear  1820,  but  in  what  month 
does  not  appear. 

Among  the  papers  accompanying  the  petition,  is  a  letter  froaallr* 
Oakley  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  dated  the  2d  day 
of  February  last ;  in  which  he  states,  in  substance,  that  suits  .were 
commenced  for  the  recovery  of  two  lots  in  the  military  tract,  with 
a  view  to  recover  them  as  escheated  land  ;  that  Gideon  Castle  re- 
presented that  he  had  some  right  or  claim  to  the.  lots,  and  engaged 
his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Herrick,  to  procure  evidence  of  the  fact,  that 
the  soldier  had  not  died  without  heirs-  That  several  affidavits 
were  procured  relative  to  one  of  the  lots,  which  were  considered 
satisfactory ;  but  as  they  had  been  taken  ex  parte,  and  as  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  characters  of  the  persons  sworn,  he  did  not  deem  it 
proper  to  act  upon  them :  that  the  affidavits  were  handed  to  Ger- 
shom  Powers,  Esq.  the  agent  of  the  land-office,  io  inquire  into  the 
the  facts,  and  report  to  the  Attorney-General,  but  were  never  re- 
turned :  that  the  suits  were  not  suspended  or  discontinued,  and  that 
judgments  were  finally  obtained  against  all  the  tenants ;  that  he  can- 
not now  say  with  certainty  to  which  lot  those  affidavits  related, 
though  his  impression  is,  that  it  was  the  Gipson  lot. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  statement  differs  in  a  material  point  from 
the  representations  of  the  petitioner :  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  petitioner  either  misapprehended  the  conversation  with  Mr. 
Oakley,  as  amounting  to  an  unqualified  agreement  to  discontinue 
the  suits,  or  that  such  agreement  related  to  the  suit  for  lot  number 
thirty-five,  which  was,  in  fact,  discontinued.  .  c< 

The  petitioner  does  not  state  that  he  made  any  inquiry,  efther 
about  the  suits  or  the  land,  during  the  seven  or  eight  years  that 
elapsed  between  the  time  of  delivering  over  the  affidavits  and  the 
sale  of  the  land  by  the  state  ;  but  he  says,  that  he  "  supposed*  until 
the  spring  of  1828,  that  the  suits  had  been  abandoned."  There  are 
two  affidavits  on  the  files  of  the  land-office,  which  bring  into  doubt 
the  correctness  of  this  allegation,  although  they  do  not  directly 
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prove  that  the  petitioner  knew  of  the  judgment  before  the  period  he 
mentions.  The  affidavits  were  made  by  Gilbert  Rose  and  Henry 
M.  Pulver,  in  January,  1822,  on  applications  made  by  them  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  land-office  for  grants  of  the  fifty-six  acres  of 
land  in  question,  upon  the  favorable  terms  allowed  by  law  to  the  oc- 
cupants of  escheated  lands;  Those  affidavits  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

The  petitioner  admits  that  he  was  informed,  in  June,  18*8,  that 
the  land  in  question  was  advertised  for  sale  by  the  state ;  but  he 
gives  po  reason  in  his  petition  why  he  did  not  then  apply  to  the 
Surveyor-General  or  the  commissioners  of  the  land-office,  to  correct 
the  error  of  which  he  now  complains.  Had  such  an  application  been 
made,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  sale  would  have  been  sus- 
pended, until  the  petitioner  could  have  moved  the  supreme  court  to 
vacate  the  judgment,  and  allow  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
validity  of  his  title. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  say,  that  the  petitioner  has  made 
some  verbal  explanations,  tending  to  obviate  the  difficulties  that 
have  been  suggested  in  relation  to  the  justice  of  his  claim.  Should 
the  Legislature  deem  this  a  proper  case  for  affording  relief,  it  is 
submitted  that  no  interest  ought  to  be  allowed ;  for  the  reason  that 
the  land  was  leased  to  Rose  and  wife  during  their  lives,  at  a  rent 
nearly  nominal,  and  the  petitioner  was  not  entitled  to  the  possession 
of  the  estate,  and  consequently  could  sustain  very  little  injury  un- 
til after  the  death  of  the  lessees.  And,  for  the  same  reason,  he 
should  not  be  allowed  the  full  value  of  the  land  at  the  time  it  was 
sold,  but  only  such  sum  as  the  annual  rent  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  and 
his  reversionary  interest  were  worth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON, 

March  3, 1830.  Attorney- General. 
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No.  234. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  3,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  on  the  resolution 
of  the  House  calling  for  information  relative  to 
hemp. 

The  standing  committee  on  agriculture,  who  were  required  by  a 
resolution  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  hemp  within  this  state, 

Respectfully  Report — 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  increase  of  sources  of  inddstry 
and  profit,  by  a  spirited  attention  to  the  great  variety  of  productions 
to  which  our  soil  and  climate  are  adapted,  is  beneficial  not  only  to 
agriculturists  but  to  community  at  large,— every  interest  being 
at  all  times  dependent  on  agriculture  for  subsistence ;  and  govern- 
ment itself  must  in  emergencies  at  any  rate,  place  great  reliance  upon 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  from  their  moral  as  well  as  numerical 
power. 

The  inquiry  your  committee  are  called  upon  to  make  merits  much 
notice,  as  it  refers  to  an  agricultural  product  not  extensively  culti- 
vated in  this  state,  and  which  at  the  same  time  forms  the  material 
for  a  large  amount  of  American  manufactures,  besides  annual  impor- 
tations amounting  to  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars.  Your  com- 
mittee have  directed  their  attention  chiefly  to  the  following  conside- 
rations : — The  adaptation  of  our  soil  and  climate  to  the  growth  of 
hemp — the  relative  intrinsic  valtie  of  Russian  and  American  hemp, 
and  their  relative  price  in  market — whether  hemp  may  be  exten- 
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sively  cultivated  in  this  state  without  diminishing  its  present  staple 
products. 

Did  not  actual  experience  convince  us  that  our  climate  suits  the 
hemp  crop,  the  fact  that  it  is  raised  in  great  quantities  in  a  much 
higher  latitude,  also  in  much  warmer  climates,  would  argue  that  this 
must  be  a  proper  medium.    This  state  possesses  as  great  a  variety 
of  soil  as  can  belong  to  an  j  country — from  the  strong  clay  and  gra- 
velly lands,  best  adapted  to  our  chief  staple,  wheat,  to  the  rich  loam 
and  alluvion  most  congenial  to  products  of  a  rapid  growth,  embra- 
cing all  the  varieties  of  summer  crops,  and  to  this  latter  class  be- 
longs hemp.    Various'  experiments  to  test  the  relative  strength  of 
Russian  and  American  hemp,  and  among  others  those  recently  made 
at  one  of  the  American  naval  stations,  give  the  American  hemp  a  su- 
periority of  twenty  per  cent  in  natural  strength,  and  notwithstanding 
this  fact,  Russian  sells  seventy  per  cent|higher  than  American  hemp. 
This  difference  is  attributed  entirely  to  an  imperfect  or  injurious 
process  made  use  of  by  our  farmers  after  the  crop  is  harvested,  in 
preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer.     In  regard  to  the  last  general  in- 
quiry to  which  your  committee  have  directed  their  attention,  wheth- 
er hemp  may  be  extensively  cultivated  in  this  state  without  lessen- 
ing its  present  staple  products,  they  would  remark,  that  so  far  from 
hemp  being  considered  as  impoverishing  to  the  soil,*  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  cultivated  on  high  lands,  as  preparatory  to  a  wheat  crop, 
and  has  this  advantage  over  many  products,  that  it  succeeds  well  on 
wheat  land,  but  is  best  adapted  to  rich  loams  or  alluvial  soil,  on 
which  the  culture  of  wheat  is  very  precarious.    And  it  may  be 
worthy  of  notice,  that  in  a  large  section  of  the  state  this  latter  class 
of  soils  will  constitute  every  year  an  increasing  and  very  important 
proportion  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  is  subdued  and  made  pro- 
ductive, not  only  from  extensive  operations  directed  by  the  legisla- 
ture in  reclaiming  the  low  lands  known  as  the  Cayuga  marsh,  but 
our  individual  farmers  are  now  making  arable  their  own  lands  of  the 
same  character,  by  draining,  from  which  object  they  were  deterred 
on  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  by  their  limited  means,  and  in- 
duced to  apply  their  labor  to  lands  more  easily  made  productive, 
and  with  a  view  to  a  more  speedy  profit.     The  United  States  pay 
annually  more  than  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  fo- 
reign hemp  in  an  unmanufactured  state,  besides  an  enormous  amount 
for  goods  and  shipping  materials  made  of  this  article.    The  hemp 
crop  is  said  to  be  abundant  in  its  yield,  and  might  be  very  profitable 
to  the  cultivator,  could  some  improvement  be  made  in  the  mode  of 
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^preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer,  to  make  the  American  equal  to  the 
imported  hemp,  which  its  natural  strength  fully  warrants.  Our  far- 
mers from  a  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  are  seldom  attracted  by 
novelty  within  the  sphere  of  their  own  pursuits,  and  are  generally 
opposed  to  innovation  on  systems  of  husbandry  which  have  hereto- 
fore afforded  them  a  support  if  not  profit.  This  is  owing  to  their 
being  generally  their  own  labourers,  the  tillers  of  their  own  land : 
poor  dependents  are  not  to  be  employed  in  this  as  in  other  countries 
for  a  mere  pittance,  but  he  who  hires  a  laborer  always  pays  the  full 
value  of  his  services,  and  generally  more  than  the  profits  of  the  la- 
bor performed  will  justify. 

This  state  of  things,  though  it  conduces  not  a  little  to  elevate  the 
character  of  New- York  farmers,  both  in  a  physical  and  moral  point 
of  view,  has  also  the  effect  to  attach  them  strongly  to  old  prac- 
tices and  old  systems,  from  a  fear  of  misapplying  their  labpr,  to 
them  so  valuable,  on  any  change  in  husbandry,  the  result  of  which 
is  involved  in  more  than  usual  uncertainty. 

Tour  committee,  after  a  careful  reference  to  all  the  facts  that  bear 
upon  this  subject,  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  deserving  of  legisla- 
tive notice;  and  since  nature  has  provided  us  with  the  means  of 
raising  hemp  equal  in  strength  and  durability  to  anyin  the  world,  a 
bounty  from  the  state  may  be  profitably  applied  to  bring  into  action 
the  enterprise  and  ingenuity  of  her  citizens,  in  devising  some  cheap 
and  effectual  mode  of  preparing  our  hemp  for  the  manufacturer,  to 
make  it  of  equal  value  with  the  Russian  hemp,  and  in  a  few  years  to 
supply  our  manufacturers,  and  thereby  retain  in  the  country  the  large 
sums  of  money  which  we  now  annually  pay  for  the  imported  article. 
They  accordingly  recommend  the  same — and  have  directed  their 
chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  235. 

•  IN  SENATE, 

March  3,  1830. 

•  •  i 

REPORT 

Of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Central  Asylum  at  Canajoharie,  and  the 
New- York  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  Senate  referred  the  memori- 
al of  the  directors  of  the  Central  Asylum  at  Canajoharie,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  also  the  annual  report  of  the 
New-York  institution, 

RxspEcrruLLT  bsfobts: 

I.  As  to  the  Central  Asylum  at  Canajoharie. 

The  petitioners  ask  for  such  pecuniary  aid  as  the  Legislature  may 
deem  fit  and  proper  to  grant:  and  the  printed  bill  which  is  attached 
to  the  memorial,  contemplates  an  appropriation  of  $4,600,  to  be  ap- 
plied in  erecting  a  suitable  building  or  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  boarding  and  lodging  the  pupils,  and  for  enlarging  the  pre- 
sent building  for  instruction.  And  further,  that  said  school  may 
be  permitted  to  receive  from  each  senatorial  district,  four  indigent 
pupils,  at  the  yearly  rate  of  ninety  dollars  each,  instead  of  two  from 
each  district  at  eighty  dollars  each,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

There  are  two  points  having  a  material  bearing  upon  this  subject, 
which  ought  to  be  considered  and  decided  by  the  Legislature,  be- 
fore the  grant  is  made  for  the  erection  of  permanent  buildings  for 
the  Central  Asylum :  and  these  are,  first,  whether  it  is  necessary 
and  expedient  to  erect  and  maintain  two  schools  for  the  instruction 
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of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  this  state :  and  if  so,  second,  whether  the 
Centra]  Asyloih  is  judiciously  located. 

So  far  as  the  experience  and  example  of  other  states,  in  regard  to 
this  description  of  schools,  is  to  have  an  influence  upon  this  question, 
it  would  be  in  favor  of  concentrating  the  patronage  of  the  state,  and 
building  up  one  good  school,  instead  of  keeping  alive  two  schools, 
indifferently  supplied  with  teachers,  and  circumscribed  in  all  their 
useful  operations. 

* » 
The  states  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New-Hampshire,  Connecti- 
cut and  Vermont,  have  provided  by  law  for  supporting  and  educat- 
ing their  indigent  mutes  at  the  American  Asylum  at  Hartford,  in- 
stead of  erecting  separate  schools  in  each  state.  The  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  one  school ;  and  the  state  of  Maryland  has  made  provi- 
sion for  sending  this  class  of  its  population  to  thai  school,  in  prefe- 
rence to  building  an  asylum.  •  If  it  is  best  for  the  interests  of  the  deaf 
mutes,  and  if  it  is  good  economy  for  several  distinct  and  indepen- 
*  dent  states,  to  unite. their  patronage  and  direct  their  efforts  to  the 
support  of  a  single  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  then  it  would  peem  reasonable  to  infer  that  it  must  be  injudi- 
cious for  this  state  to  divide  its  patronage  between  two  schools. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  1829,  which  is 
among  the  papers  referred,  it  is  estimated,  that  of  the  six  hundred 
and  twenty-five  deaf  mutes  in  the  state,  as  ascertained  by  the 
census  of  1825,  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  were  then  within  the 
proper  ages  for  instruction,  and  that  the  number  has  since  increased. 
Admitting  this  estimate  to  be  entirely  correct,  and  does  it  warrant 
s  the  inference  which  the  committee  seem  to  draw  from  it,  as  to  the 
expediency  of  two  schools  ?  In  making  permanent  provision  for  the 
instruction  of  this  class  of  our  population,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  ordinary  annual  increase  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  It 
is  justly  remarked  in  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  directors  of  the 
American  Asylum  at  Hartford,  that  "the  multiplication  of  schools 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  would  be  attended  with  an  expense  which 
would  be  so  great  as  to  result,  at  last,  in  the  entire  abandonment  of 
them  to  their  native  and  hopeless  ignorance."  "  It  might  seem  in- 
deed, at  first  sight,  to  justify  the  establishment  of  such  a  school  in 
any  section  of  the  country,  that  one  hundred  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons were  found  within  it.  But  these  one  hundred  have  been  ac- 
cumulating for  fifty  or  sixty  years.    Many  of  them  are  too  young, 
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and  some  too  old,  to  be  instructed.  Other  causes  too,  will  prevent 
fcnany  from  attending  the  school.  But  even  jsupposing  that  the  one 
hundred  were  all  assembled,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  edu- 
cated, it  is  obvious  that  afterwards  provision  would  have  to  be  made 
only  for  the  annual  increase  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  It  is  for  this 
only  that  permanent  institutions  need  to  be  established.  Just  as 
tar  common  schools  are  necessary,  not'  for  the  whole  population, 
but  only  for  the  rising  generation.9'  "it  will  be  found  that  the  an- 
nual cases  of  deafness  and  dumbness,  whether  at  birth,  or  from  any 
'subsequent  cause,  bear  a  very  small  ratio  to  the  whole  number  of 
deaf  and  dumb  persons,  within  any  district  of  country." 

IWprincipal  teacher  of  the  Pennsylvania  institution,  in  an  ad- 
dress delivered  at  Washington  in  1828,  states,  that  in  twenty-five 
counties  in  Pennsylvania,  it  appeared  by  the  census  of  1820,  that 
among  the  whole  white  -population,  the  proportion  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  was  precisely  one  to  every  two  thousand,  and  in  regard  to 
the  whole  population  of  the  state,  this  proportion  holds  very  near- 
ly. It  is  estimated  in  the  same  address,  "  that  in  a  population  of 
a  million,  after  making  all  due  allowances,  about  sixteen  only  will 
annually  become  suitable  subjects  for  instruction.9' 

In  the  state  of  New-York,  it  is  ascertained  by  the  census  of  1835, 
that  the  proportion  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  was  one  to  every  two  thou* 
sand  five  hundred  and  six,  of  the  whole  population,  showing  that  in 
this  state,  the  whole  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  is  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  less  than  the  ratio  assumed  in  the  address  alluded  to ; 
and  thus  adding  strength  to  the  position  of  limiting  the  number  of 
schools.  * 

But  on  the  subject  of  providing  for  the  instruction  of  the  present 
number  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  as  well  as  for  the  annual  increase,  we 
are  not  left  to  conjecture.  The  actual  experience  in  Massachusetts 
is  strikingly  in  point.  That'  state,  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the 
American  Asylum,  made  provision  .for  the  education  of  twenty  of 
twenty-five  mutes.  In  1826,  the  number  was  increased,  from  twen- 
ty-five to  fifty.  In  1829,  the  provision  for  instruction  was  renewed 
and  extended,  and  it  appears  by  the  message  of  th£  executive  of 
that  state,  that  "  although  every  degree  of  publicity  has  been  given 
to  this  munificent  act,  accompanied  with  a  solicitation  to  the  friends 
of  persons  who  were  within  the  intention  of  the  bounty  to  present 
therA  for  admission  to  its  ]benefits,  yet  but  nine  applications  have 
been  preferred  during  the  year.    The  number  being  so  unexpeet- 
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edly  end,  upon  the  reeemmendatidn  of  the  faculty  of  tW  institu- 
tion, twenty-three  of  the  class  whose  term  was  about  to  expire,  mod 
who  were  most  distinguished  for  talents  and  proficiency  in  acquire- 
ments, were  permitted  to  remain  another  year.  The  whole  num- 
ber now  at  the  asylum  on  the  charge  of  the  state  is  forty-five,  less  by 
eleven  than  might  be  supported  under  the  appropriation.  There  is 
good  reason,  from  many  circumstances,  to  believe  that  when  thes£ 
shall  have  completed  their  course  of  pupilage,  the  whole  deaf  and 
dumb  of  the  commonwealth,  of  suitable  age  and  capacity  to  be 
taught,  will  be  educated.  The  average  number  of  new  pupils  an- 
nually, will  not  probably  exceed  from  five  to  seven." 

In  1820,  Massachusetts  had  a  population  of  523,000,  which  on  the 
ratio  of  one  to  two  thousand,  would  give  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
mutes.  Of  this  number,  forty-two  had  been  instructed  for  four 
years  each,  and  had  left  the  asylum  prior  tc  1829,  and  fifty-four 
were  at  school  in  that  year.  Here  it  would  seem,  that  in  ten  or 
twelve  years,  ninety-six  were  instructed,  out  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one,  and  this  having  nearly  exhausted  the  mutes  who  had  ac- 
cumulated before  any  system  of  teaching  them  had  been  devised, 
the  annual  increase,  or  the  number  requiring  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vision for  instruction,  was  found  to  be  only  nine,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  when  the  accumulation  is  entirely  exhausted,  that  the  annual 
incre&se  of  the  number  will  be  reduced  to  from  five  to  seven. 

Estimating  according  to  the  data  which  is  furnished  by  the  expe- 
rience of  Massachusetts,  and  it  might  be  expected  that  out  of  the 
six  hundred  and  forty-five  mutes  in  the  state  of  New-York,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  would  require  instruction;;  and  that  after 
these  were,  educated,  the  number  annually  requiring  instruction 
would  be  twenty-two. 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Senate  in  1827, 
that  177  scholars  had  been  received  into  the  New-York  school,  and 
66  into  the  Central  Asylum,  prior  to  that  date,  giving  a  total  of  232, 
The  New-York  school  had  been  about  ten  years,  and  the  Central 
Asylum  about  four  years,  collecting  and  instructing  this  number  of 
scholars.  It  may  be  true,  that  if  more  ample  provision  had  been 
made  for  gratuitous  instruction,  a  greater  number  would  have  been 
sent  to  the  schools.  But  it  is  not  probable  that  any  enlargement  of 
the  provision  for  instruction  would  have  increased  the  number  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  have  any  material  bearing,  in  the  decision  of  the 
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question  is  to  die  necessity  ef  having  one  or  t&o  schools  in  the 
state. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  census  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  annexed  to  this 
report,  and  marked  A,  that  387  out  of  the  645,  support  themselves, 
and  that  258  are  supported  by  charity :  Of  the  former,  many  are  un- 
doubtedly able  to  pay  for  tuition  in  Whole  or  in  part :  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  provisions  of  the  law  would  not  increase  the  number  of 
scholars  from  the  class  of  those  whose  parents  are  of  sufficient  abili- 
ty to  pay  for  tuition  themselves ;  as  the  law  extends  only  to  those 
in  indigent  circumstances,  or  to  so  much  of  the  expense  as  the  pa- 
rent is  unable  to  pay.  There  has  existed  since  1822,  a  provision 
which  authorised  the  supervisors  of  the  several  counties  to  send  to 
the  deaf  and  dumb  school  at  New- York,  a  number  of  scholars  equal 
to  their  number  of  representatives  in  the  Assembly,  and  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  county  to  pay  the  expense.  If  there  had  been  any  consi- 
derable number  of  children  of  suitable  age  and  capacity  to  be  instruct- 
ed, it  is  to  be  presumed  that  benevolent  individuals  in  all  the  coun- 
ties would  have  been  found  to  interest  themselves  in  procuring  the 
aid  here  contemplated.  Although  the  boards  of  supervisors  would 
be  cautious  in  adopting  a  resolution  to  tax  their  counties,  still  it  is 
fair  to  believe  that  they  would  not  hesitate  in  a  case  where  the  chih) 
was  of  suitable  age  and  capacity,  and  its  parents  were  in  destitute 
circumstances.  It  is  fair  therefore  to  infer,  that  the  numbers  in  this 
situation  are  not  very  numerous  beyond  those  already  provided  for. 

The  facts  and  opinions  which  have  been  alluded  to,  give  the  strong- 
est assurance  that  one  school,  well  supported,  and  furnished  with 
competent  teachers,  would  be  abundantly  sufficient  for  the  present 
and  future  wants  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  this  state. 

In  relation  to  the  location  of  the  Central  Asylum  at  Canajoharie, 
the  Superintendent  feels  bound  to  reiterate  the  opinion  given  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  in  1828,  and  which  is  to  be 
found  on  the  Journals  of  that  year,  page  691.  The  present.site  is  at 
Bowman's  creek,  between  the  two  great  western  stage  routes,  and 
is  so  situated,  that  scholars  who  are  sent  to  the  school  in  charge  of 
persons  travelling  from  the  interior  to  Albany  or  New- York,  on  either 
of  these  great  routes,  are  necessarily  left  in  the  hands  of  strangers 
several  miles  from  the  school.  To  obviate  this  objection,  the  friends 
of  the  present  site  say,  that  it  is  "one-third  of  a  mile  from  and  in  fair 
view  of  a  stage  roa4  leading  from  Cherry-Valley  te  the  Erie  canal," 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


This*  however,  is  a  cross  route  from  one  to  the  other  of  the  two 
great  western  stage  routes,  and  does  not  obviate  the  objection. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  school  is  located  where  the  popula- 
tion is  so  thin  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  men  who  can 
give  their  attention  to  the  school,  to  form  even  a  board  of  directors. 
The  school  therefore  cannot  have  that  regular  supervision  and  atten- , 
tion  which  it  ought  to  have,  and  which  might  be  expected,  if  it  was 
located  at  a  place  as  populous  as  many  of  our  flourishing  western  vil- 
lages. 

Another  important  object  of  establishing  a  school  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  vicinity  of  a  place  where  business 
in  all  the  various  pursuits  of  life  is  carried  on,  is  the  fact  that  this 
class  of  scholars  are  instructed  by  objects  presented  to  the  eye.  By 
increasing  the  variety  of  these  objects,  additional  facilities  are  afford- 
ed for  conveying  instruction  to  the  mute. 

.  The  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  last  year  combat  this  objection 
by  saying,  "  the  object  of  educating  the  deaf  mutes  is  not  to  fit  them 
for  statesmen  or  rulers,  nor  for  any  of  the  learned  professions,  but 
it  is  to  fit  them  for  transacting  the  ordinary  business  of  life."  "Af- 
ter their  education  shall  have  been  completed,  their  lives  will  be 
most  probably  spent  in  the  pursuits  of'  agriculture  or  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  generally  in  the  humble  walks  of  life  among  their  friends 
in  the  country ;  their  education  therefore  should  be  directed  to  these 
objects." 

The  object  of  educating  the  mute  is  to  learn  him  the  use  of  lan- 
guage ;  to  instruct  him  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  &c. ;  and  die 
point  is,  not  as  to  the  station  which  he  shall  occupy  in  life,  but  as  to 
the  best  means  of  conveying  information  to  his  mind.  If  this  was  a 
question  as  to  the  kind  of  studies  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  should 
pursue  after  they  had  learned  the  ordinary  branches  of  education 
which  are  necessary  in  all  trades  and  professions ;  then  it  might  be 
urged  that  their  attention  should  be  directed  to  such  studies  as  would 
be  most  useful  to  them  in  the  pursuits  of  after  life.  This  is  purely 
a  question  as  to  the  best  means  of  conveying  information  to  their 
imprisoned  minds,  deprived  as  these  scholars  are  of  hearing  and  of 
speech,  and  the  greater  variety  of  objects  which  can  be  presented  to 
their  view,  the  greater  is  the  field  of  information  afforded  to  them. 
The  collections  in  the  museums,  and  the  great  variety  of  arts  and 
trades,  which  are  common  to  our  principal  villages,  all  furnish  faci- 
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-  for  giving  information  to  the  mute.  These  advantages  would 
be  useful  to  scholars  possessing  all  their  faculties ;  to  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  the  j  are,  in  a  measure,  indispensable. 

These  schools  ar*  under  the  patronage  of  the  state,  and  ought  to 
be  reasonably  accessible  to  such  of  our  citizens  as  might  desire  to 
visit  them  as  public  institutions.  They  should  also  be  surrounded 
by  some  men  of  leisure  who  can  give  their  attention  to  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  school.  This  care  and  attention  has  a  tendency  to  en- 
courage the  teachers  as  well  as  the  scholars,  and  aids  in  giving  the 
public  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  school,  and  a  just  idea  of  the  us%- 
fulness  of  instructing  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  population. 

The  location  of  the  Central  Asylum  at  Bowman's  creek,  was  made 
without  any  particular  investigation  as  to  the  advantages  or  disad- 
vantages of  the  site.  The  fact  that  20  or  SO  mutes  resided  in  that 
vicinity,  induced  the  parents  and  neighbors  of  these  unfortunate 
children  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  in  182S,  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
which  was  readily  passed;  and  this  was  accompanied  with  a  grant 
of  #1,000  in  aid  of  the  school.  The  site  was  entirely  at  the  option 
of  those  who  applied  for  aid,  and  in  this  way  the  location  of  an  im- 
portant public  institution,  which  should  have  been  governed  by  the 
interests  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  public  accommodation  was 
influenced,  in  a  great  measure,  by  local  causes. 

In  January,  1828,  the  Superintendent  visited  and  examined  the 
deaf  and  dumb  school  at  Canajoharie.  The  scholars  exhibited  a 
good  degree  of  proficiency  in  the  common  branches  of  education, 
and  their  countenances  gave  clear  indications  of  health,  happiness 
and  intelligence.  The  exercises  of  the  scholars  were  written4 
down  and  are  given  in  the  paper  marked  B.  The  superintendent 
had  then  recently  visited  the  Hartford,  New-York  and  Philadelphia 
schools,  and  pursued  the  same  course  of  examination  in  the  Central 
Asylum  as  in  the  other  schools.  The  scholars  at  the  Central  Asy-  . 
Ium  passed  as  good  an  examination  as  those  at  the  New-York  school. 
Those  who  wish  to  make  a  comparison  are  referred  to  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent,  in  the  Senate  Journals  of  1828,  appendix  D. 
The  state  pays  for  the  support  of  each  scholar  at  Canajoharie,  80 
dollars,  and  at  the  New-York  sohool,  150  dollars  annually,  for  each 
scholar.  The  total  amount  now  paid  to  the  New-York  school,  out 
of  the  treasury,  is  $4,800  per  annum,  for  thirty-two  pupils,  and  to 
the  Central  Asylum  $1,280,  for  sixteen  pupils.    These  payments  are 
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in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  chtpter  166,  Session  Laws 
of  1Q26,  which  law  expife*  on  the  finit  of  May,  1831. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  this 
case,  the  Superintendent  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  ad- 
visable to  make  a  grant  for  the  erection  of  permanent  buildings  for 
the  use  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  to  be  located  at  Canajoharie.  He  is 
also  of  opinion  that  the  New-York  asylum  is  sufficiently  large  to 
contain  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  who  will  attend  school.  This  build- 
ing will  accommodate  from  150  to  200  scholars,  and  the  state  has 
uaid  $10,000  towards  its  erection.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the 
directors  of  this  institution  will  procure  an  additional  number  of  well 
qualified  teachers,  and  place  the  school  as  they  now  have  the  pow- 
er of  doing,  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  either  of  the  schools  at  Hart- 
ford or  Philadelphia;  and  when  this  is  done  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  as  well  as  good  eco- 
nomy, to  concentrate  the  patronage  of  the  state,  and  the  efforts  of 
individuals,  in  building  up  one  good  school. 

It  is  a  matter  of  justice  to  say,  that  the  mdney  paid  to  the  central 
'asylum,  has  been  usefully  and  economically  applied. 

II.  An  to  the  New- York  institution  for  the  instruction  of  the 
vdeafand  dumb : 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  common  schools,  by 
Title  3d,  of  Chapter  15,  to  inquire  into  the  expenditures,  the  sys- 
tem of  instruction,  and  generally  as  to  the  situation  of  the  schools 
for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,,  in  this  state,  and  "  to  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  legislature,  on  all  the  matters  before  enume- 
rated, and  particularly  as  to  the  condition  of  the  schools,  the  im- 
provement of  the  pupils,  and  their  treatment  in  respect  to  board 
and  lodging." 

^pursuance  of  the  injunctions  of  this  statute,  the  Superintendent 
visited  and  inspected  the  school  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  N.  York, 
in  October  last  The  building  which  has  been  erected  for  an  asy- 
lum, is  about  8  J  miles  from  the  City-Hall,  and  1 J  miles  from  the 
suburbs,  and  about  mid-way  between  the  East  and  North  rivers. 
The  building  is  110  by  60  feet,  and  has  an  elevation  of  three  stories 
above  the  basement.  The  principal  teacher  has  rooms  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  family;  and  the  other  teachers,  the  matron 
and  the  steward  are  also  accommodated  with  rooms.    The  lodging 
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rooms  are  airy  and  pleasant,  being  in  the  third  story ;  those  for  the 
males  in  one  end,  and  for  the  females  in  the  other ;  separated  by 
partitions  and  intersecting  rooms  for  teachers.  There  is  a  common 
dining  room,  where  all  the  scholars  assemble  for  their  meals  in  com- 
pany with  the  teachers,  steward  and  matron.  The  accommodations 
of  the  scholars  "  in  respect  to  board  and  lodging,"  appeared  in  all 
respects  calculated  to  promote  their  comfort  and  health,  and  were 
such  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction.  The  paper  marked  C,  contains 
an  examination  of  two  of  the  classes  in  the  school :  these  exercis- 
es were  copied  from  the  slates  of  the  pupils  by  the  Superintendent. 
There  was  an  evident  improvement  in  the  arrangement  and  disci- 
pline of  the  classes  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Loof borrow  and  Gazlay, 
since  the  former  examination.  In  Miss  Stansbury*s  class  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  want  of  that  discipline  which  is  necessary  in  every 
well  ordered  school. 

Among  the  rules  which  have  been  published  by  the  directors  of 
the  asylum,  is  one  in  the  following  words :  u  The  state  pupils  shall 
be  required  to  engage  in  such  occupations,  employments  and  mecha- 
nic arts  as  may  be  reasonably  required  of  them  by  the  directors, 
during  the  hours  they  are  not  engaged  in  their  studies,  but  for  oth; 
er  pupils  the  consent  of  the  parents  shall  be  first  obtained." 

Why  is  this  distinction  ?  The  directors  receive  150  dollars  per 
annum  for  each  state  pupil,  and  there  is  no  reason,  so  far  as  the  di- 
rectors are  concerned,  why  these  children  should  not  be  put  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  with  those  who  are  supported  by  the  ladies'  so- 
ciety, the  corporation,  or  by  their  parents.  And  is  there  any  rea- 
son why  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  parents  of  state  pupils  should 
not  be  consulted  in  regard  to  all  matters  connected  with  the  wel- 
fare of  their  children,  about  which  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  consult 
the  parents  of  other  children  ?  There  is  no  harm  in  requiring  all 
the  children,  out  of  school  hours,  to  work  in  the  garden  or  at  other 
work.  The  labor  is  not  grievous,  but  the  distinction  is  odious.  In 
all  the  intercourse  of  life,  there  is  no  place  where  partialities  and 
distinctions,  work  so  great  an  injury,  as  in  a  school  of  any  descrip- 
tion. All  our  schools  ought  to  be  established  upon  such  principles 
as  to  bring  the  children  together  upon  a  footing  of  perfect  equality ; 
and  the  only  distinction  recognized,  should  be  for  good  behaviour 
and  scholarship.  At  the  school  established  by  the  mechanics9  socie- 
ty in  the  city  of  New- York,  (and  it  is  one  of  the  best  regulated  schools 
in  the  state,)  a  few  orphan  children,  or  those  belonging  to  poor  me- 
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mechanics,  are  instructed  gratuitously ;  but  instead  of  putting  a  mark 
upon  them,  they  are  treated  in  all  respects  like  the  other  scholars, 
and  their  dependent  situation  is  not  known  to  the  rest  of  the  school. 
There  is  in  this,  a  benevolence  which  does  not  wound  the  object  on 
which  it  operates ;  and  a  kindness  of  feeling,  which  does  great  cre- 
dit to  the  enlightened  liberality  and  just  principles  of  the  members 
ef  that  society.  One  of  the  best  features  in  our  common  school 
system  is,  that  the  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  brooght  to- 
gether upon  a  footing  of  equality,  sharing  alike  in  the  public  money ; 
and  if  any  one  is  released  from  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  he 
is  exonerated  by  the  trustees,  after  the  school  is  closed,  so  that  no 
discrimination  can  be  known  during  tie  term  of  the  school. 

By  an  act  passed  in  1827,  (chap.  97  of  that  session,)  it  was  made 
the  "duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  common  schools,  to  inquire  into 
the  system  of  instruction"  pursued  in  the  New-York  school ;  and  to 
"  ascertain  by  a  comparison  with  other  similar  institutions,  whether 
any  improvement  can  be  made,  and  for  that  purpose  to  appoint  such 
and  so  many  persons  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary, 
visitors  of  the  said  schools." 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  the  Superintendent,  in 
the  months  of  September  and  October,  1827,  visited  and  inspected 
the  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Hartford, 
New-York  and  Philadelphia :  In  this  service  he  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Dillingham  of  Pittsfield,  a  gentleman  whcTis  not  only  well  versed 
in  the  system  for  teaching  deaf  mutes,  but  who  has  devoted  much 
attention  to  the  business  of  instruction  generally,  and  is  in  all  re- 
spects one  of  the  most  skilful  teachers  in  the  United  States :  Mr. 
Dillingham  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  instruction 
practised  at  the  several  schools,  on  which  the  fullest  reliance  may 
be  placed ;  which  report  is  contained  in  appendix  D,  of  the  Senate 
Journals  of  1828,  and  to  which  the  Senate  is  respectfully  referred. 

,.  The  New-York  institution  has  now  an  asyhim  building,  in  all  res- 
pects as  commodious  as  the  one  at  Hartford  or  Philadelphia,  and 
the  time  has  arrived,  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent,  it 
is  of  the  first  importance  that  a  reform  in  the  system  of  instruction 
should  be  introduced :  It  would  afford  a  strong  additional  induce- 
ment to  (he  consolidation  of  the  two  schools,  and  the  concentration 
,  of  the  patronage  of  the  state,  if  the  New-York  institution,  in  its  sys- 
tem of  instruction,  was  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  the  schools  at  Hart- 
ford and  Philadelphia. 
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There  is  among  those  who  have  the  immediate  charge  of  the  New* 
York  school,  a  pertinacity  on  this  subject,  which  is  to  be  regretted, 
and  which  presents  a  strong  barrier  to  the  introduction  of  any  im- 
provements. Although  they  insist  that  the  art  of  teaching  mutes 
can  be  learned  sufficiently  from  books,  and  that  their  teachers  have 
thus  instructed  themselves ;  yet  it  is  known  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  their  school,  they  employed  as  a  principal  teacher,  a  person 
who  bad  been  engaged  for  one  year  to  take  charge  of  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  American  Asylum  at  Hartford,  and  who  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  business  of  instruction  there :  Aided  by  this  per- 
son, and  by  the  works  of  the  Abbe  Sicard,  the  teachers  and  the  pu- 
pils hare  made  as  great  proficiency  as  could  have  been  expected 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  school  at  Hartford  was  commenced  in  a  different  manner. 
Mr.  Oallaudet  spent  six  months  in  the  institution  in  Paris,  receiv- 
ing lectures  from  Massieu  and  others,  and  then  associated  with  him 
Mr.  Clerc,  who  had  been  eight  years  a  pupil,  and  seven  years  an  in- 
structor in  the  Abbe  Sicard's  school  This  is  a  brief  history  of  the 
commencement  of  these  two  schools,  and  on  this  state  of  facts  will 
any  man  who  admits  the  connection  between  cause  and  effect,  hesi- 
tate to  believe  that  the  Hartford  school,  commencing  with  an  in- 
structor who  had  been  trained  for  15  years  to  that  peculiar  mode  of 
teaching)  must  be  much  superior  to  the  New-York  school,  whotfe 
teachers  had  not  been  trained  at  all,  but  had  every  thing  to  learn 
from  books  ?  Those  connected  with  the  New-York  school,  insist 
that  there  is  no  mystery  in  teaching  the  mute ;  that  a  person  of 
good  sense  and  common  industry,  by  studying  the  works  of  Sicard, 
can  make  himself  a  competent  teacher,  and  that  their  teachers  have 
instructed  themselves  and  are  fully  competent  to  teach  others. 
They  are  not  willing  to  admit  that  any  alteration  is  necessary  in 
their  system  of  instruction;  and  hence  arises  the  great  difficulty  of 
introducing  any  improvement. 

It  will  be  conceded,  however,  that  there  is  more  mystery  or  in- 
tricacy, in  teaching  those  who  have  lost  their  hearing  and  speech, 
than  those  who  are  in  possession  of  all  their  faculties ;  and  it  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  training  of  teachers  would  be  highly  ben6ft* 
cial  even  in  our  common  schools.  If  our  citizens  in  any  of  the  coun- 
ties were  desirous  of  transferring  the  system  adopted  in  Dr.  Gris- 
comb's  high  school,  to  any  of  the  towns  in  the  country,  what  would 
be  the  course  adopted  to  effect  this  object  the  most  readily,  and  the 
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most  certainly  ?  Would  they  get  hi*  manual,  and  require  the  teach- 
er to  learn  the  system  from  the  book,  or  would  they  send  the  teach- 
er to  acquire  his  information  from  seeing  the  operations  of  the  school, 
and  associate  with  him  those  who  bad  been  trained  as  teachers  m 
the  school?  A  person  of  good  sense  and  industry  would  learn 
much  of  the  system  from  the  book,  and  would  be  able  to  instruct 
his  pupils  to  a  considerable  extent;  but  the  question  is  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  getting  the  system  of  instruction  the  most  readily  and 
the  most  effectually  ?  And  if  personal  instruction  would  be  useful 
in  so  plain  a  matter,  then  it  must  be  much  more  important,  if  not  in- 
dispensable, in  acquiring  the  system  of  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

There  is  no  longer  any  mystery  connected  with  the  art  of  print- 
ing :  But  if  a  person  desired  to  build  up  an  establishment,  would  he 
employ  an  experienced  printer ;  or  would  he  purchase  materials, 
procure  a  printer's  grammar,  and  attempt  to  instruct  himself, 
and  to  teach  his  apprentices  the  art  and  mystery  of  printing, 
aided  by  the  book,  and  his  good  sense  and  common  industry  ?  That 
he  would  get  along  by  slow  degrees,  and  eventually  learn  some- 
thing of  the  art,  is  not  to  be  questioned ;  but  is  this  the  mode  recom- 
mended by  usage  and  common  sense  ?  Would  it  i\ot  be  wiser  and 
better  for  him  to  spend  five  years  in  obtaining  the  trade,  of  those 
who  had  learned  it  before  him,  than  in  endeavoring  to  acquire  it  for 
himself,  and  those  under  his  tuition,  by  the  aid  of  books,  and  his 
own  unassisted  efforts  ? 

If  it  was  desired  to  teach  a  company  of  men  the  manual  exercise, 
would  it  be  accomplished  the  most  readily  by  requiring  their  com- 
manding officer  (himself  untaught)  to  read  the  school  of  the  soldier, 
and  then  learn  it  to  his  men  ?  Or  would  their  progress  be  most  accel- 
erated by  placing  them  under  the  tuition  of  an  experienced  drill  ser- 
geant, who  had  learned  by  actual  experience,  and  made  himself  fa- 
miliar with  every  movement  and  every  motion  ?  If  this  course  would 
be  beneficial  in  teaching  persons  of  mature  age  and  possessed  of  all 
their  faculties,  merely  mechanical  motions;  how  much  more  impor- 
tant must  it  be  to  have  persons  who  are  well  trained  to  the  business, 
in  order  to  communicate  information,  in  the  most  successful  manner, 
to  the  imprisoned  mind  of  the  deaf  mute. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  teachers  qf  the  New-York  school  have  ac- 
complished much ;  more  indeed  than  could  have  been  expected  with 
their  opportunities.  But  an  error  was  committed  in  the  manner  of 
commencing  the  school ;  and  a  zeal  which  would  ha ve  accomplished 
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great  good  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  if  it  bad  been  directed  in  searching 
out  the  right  path,  has  been  wasted  in  defending  the  error  which  was 
committed  at  the  outset. 

If  improvements  can  be  obtained  from  other  schools,  they  ought 
to  be  sought  after  and  thankfully  received.  It  is  the  unfortunate 
mutes  of  the  present  and  of  future  generations,  who  are  interested 
in  this  question  :  and  personal  altercations,  and  professional  pride 
of  opinion,  sink  into  insignificance,  when  placed  in  competition  with 
the  great  object  of  elevating  this  benighted  portion  of  our  population 
to  the  rank  of  useful  and  intelligent  members  of  society.  This  school 
has  received  $54,000  directly  from  the  state  treasury,  and  $27,000 
from  licenses  to  lottery  venders,  making  a  total  of  $81,000.  There 
is  annually  paid  for  the  support  of  the  school,  in  pursuance  of  legis- 
lative enactments,  about  $8,700.  There  has  been  at  all  times  a  li- 
beral spirit  manifested  by  the  Legislature,  in  giving  aid  and  instruc- 
tion to  such  of  the  mutes,  as  had  poverty  superadded  to  their  other- 
wise forlorn  condition.  Is  this  kind  feeling  and  commendable  liber- 
ality on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  and  which  pervades  the  whole 
community,  to  be  disappointed  and  checked,  by  a  failure  to  accom- 
plish the  utmost  good  which  is  attainable  in  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb  ?  If  there  is  only  a  faint  hope  of  accomplishing  a  little  more 
than  is  now  done  for  the  benefit  of  that  class  of  children,  it  is  impe- 
rative upon  those  who  have  charge  of  the  school,  to  make  the  trial. 
These  children  are  instructed  only  for  four  years ;  not  half  as  long 
as  children  possessing  all  their  faculties  are  generally  allowed  to  get 
a  common  education ;  every  moment  therefore  is  precious  to  them, 
and  every  additional  facility  which  can  be  afforded,  is  of  vital  impor- 
tance* 

The  Pennsylvania  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  was  commen- 
ced under  a  self  instructed  teacher.  But  the  directors  of  that  school 
in  1821,  discarding  all  local  feelings,  and  actuated  solely  by  a  regard 
to  the  best  good  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  applied  at  once  to  the  Hart- 
ford school,  and  induced  Mr.  Clerc  to  spend  a  few  months  in  organ- 
izing their  school ;  giving  lectures  to  their  teachers ;  and  in  this  way, 
and  by  procuring  experienced  teachers 'from  the  American  Asylum, 
the  school  was  at  once  placed  upon  elevated  ground.  This  is  a  pre- 
cedent worthy  of  all  acceptation,  and  one  which  the  directors  of  the 
New-York  school  might  beneficially  imitate.  The  promised  advan- 
tages are  worth  the  trial. 
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Tfce  directors  of  the  New- York  institution  passed  a  resolution  in 
1889,  requesting,  among  other  things,  that  their  secretary  and  teach- 
ers should  report  to  the  board  "  their  views  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  to  the  Senate  towards  the  close  of 
their  session  in  April  1828."  The  secretary  of  the  institution,  in 
giving  his  views,  selects  the  specimens  of  one  of  the  Hartford  pu* 
pils,  and  says  in  relation  to  them — "  I  have  been  too  long  conver- 
sant with  mutes  to  consider  them  as  genuine  examples,  and  I  am 
therefore  inclined  to  believe  that  Mr.  Flagg  has  been  imposed  upon. 
My  belief  is  founded  upon  the  fact,  that  the  youngest  scholar  has  giv- 
en the  best  specimens  of  composition ;  that  these  specimens  are 
without  the  least  appearance  of  deaf  and  dumb  idiom,  and  written  so 
correctly,  that  no  deaf  mute  of  two  years  instruction,  could  possibly 
have  composed  them."  That  the  scholars  in  all  the  schools  may 
have  written  sentences  which  they  recollected,  and  which  they  had 
written  before,  is  by  no  means  impossible :  but  that  the  specimens 
given  by  the  pupil  alluded  to,  are  as  genuinely  his  own,  as  the  ex* 
amples  given  in  any  of  the  schools,  does  not  admit  of  the  least  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  Superintendent.  The  pupil  whose  efforts  have 
been  called  in  question,  was  remarkably  quick  of  perception,  and 
probably  had  learned  as  much  in  two  years,  as  some  do  in  four. — 
This  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  among  scholars  possessed  of  all 
their  faculties ;  and  more  than  this,  the  high  and  honorable  character 
of  the  persons  connected  with  the  American  Asylum,  forbid  the  idea 
that  they  would  contrive  or  tolerate  an  imposition  of  the  kind ;  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  directors  of  the  New-York  school  should 
sanction  an  unkind  and  uncharitable  insinuation  against  the  conduc- 
tors of  a  neighboring  school,  without  the  slightest  pretence  for  it. 

But  the  exercises  of  the  pupils  in  writing  sentences  embracing 
certain  words,  was  only  one  branch  of  the  comparative  examina- 
tion which  was  made  by  the  Superintendent  In  order  to  ascertain 
how  thoroughly  the  more  advanced  scholars  were  instructed,  and  to 
compare  one  with  the  other,  the  Superintendent  held  a  conversation, 
in  writing,  with  George  W.  Loring  of  the  Hartford  school,  J.  H. 
Gazlay  of  the  New-York  institution,  and  Darlington  of  the  Phila- 
delphia school.  These  persons  were  all  teachers ;  The  first  had 
been  instructed  8  years ;  the  second  had  been  in  the  school,  as  pu- 
jril  and  otherwise,  since  1818,  and  the  third  had  been  instructed  $ 
years.  This  conversation  was  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  put 
the  pupil  entirely  upon  his  own  resources,  and  the  result  is  a  im 
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test  of  the  proficiency  of  each  pupil.  It  will  be  seen  by  tide  ex- 
amination, which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  and  marked  D,  that 
there  is  a  striking  difference  between  the  answers  of  Gariay,  in- 
structed in  the  New-York  school,  and  those  educated  in  the  other 
schools.  Gazlay  is  a  remarkably  fine  young  man,  and  has  all  the 
capacity,  activity  and  ambition  necessary  to  make  a  scholar  of  the 
first  order.  Why  then  is  there  this  difference  between  his  answers 
and  those  of  the  other  pupils  to  the  same  questions  ?  The  answer  is 
given  in  his  own  simple,  language,  when  he  says,  "  I  was  not  inform- 
ed that;99  and  it  affords  pretty  strong  evidence  that  the  pupils  in 
the  New- York  school,  are  not  as  thoroughly  educated  as  those  at  . 
Hartford  and  Philadelphia. 

It  is  not  designed  to  underrate  the  exertions  of  those  who  are 
connected  with  the  New-York  school :  Great  good  has  been  accom- 
plished by  their  efforts.  The  directors,  as  men  and  as  philanthro- 
pist, hold  the  first  rank  in  society ;  and  while  it  is  contended 
that  the  system  of  instruction  may  and  ought  to  be  improved,  it  is 
freely  conceded  that  the  directors  have  faithfully  and  conscientious- 
ly done  what  they  believed  to  be  their  duty. 

It  is  provided  by  the  present  law  in  relation  to  instructing  indi- 
gent mutes,  that  four  shall  be  received  from  each  senatorial  district, 
and  that  after  two  months  notice  of  a  vacancy,  if  there  is  no  appli- 
cation from  the  district  entitled,  the  vacancy  may  be  supplied  from  . 
any  other  district.  By  referring  to  the  census  of  die  deaf  and 
dumb,  (document  A,)  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  very  great  ine- 
quality in  the  number  of  mutes  in  the  several  senate  districts.  In 
the  second  district  there  were,  in  1825,  only  sixty-two  mules  out 
of  a  population  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand 
souls ;  whilst  in  the  fourth  district,  with  a  population  of  something 
more  than  a  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  souls,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  deaf  mutes.  The  city  and  county  of 
New- York,  with  a  population  of  one  hundred,and  sixty-six  thousand, 
had  fifty-six  mutes;  and  the  county  of  Montgomery,  (including 
Hamilton,)  with  a  population  of  only  forty  thousand  souls,  had  fifty- 
five  mutes.  Of  those  in  New-York,  forty-one  were  in  the  5th  and 
7th  wards.  The  1st  ward,  with  a  population  of  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand, had  only  one  mute,  and  the  Sd  ward,  with  a  population  of 
ten  thousand  eight  hundred  souls,  had  likewise  only  one.  These 
facts  afford  a  striking  illustration  of  the  necessity  of  so  changing  the 
law,  as  to  adapt  its  provisions  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.    The  provisions  for  equalizing  the  amount  of  instruction 
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among  the  several  districts,  was,  perhaps,  as  well  as  any  mode  which 
could  be  suggested,  in  the  absence  of  an  enumeration ;  but  the  num- 
ber and  location  of  this  class  of  our  population  haying  been  ascer- 
tained by  the  census,  the  fostering  care  of  the  state  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended equally  to  the  whole  number,  without  reference  to  the 
senate  district,  in  which  it  might  be  the  lot  of  any  one  to  reside. 
A  law  which  should  give  the  same  amount  of  banking  capital  to  the 
first  and  fourth  senate  districts,  without  reference  to  the  necessities 
of  either,  would  not  be  more  erroneous  in  its  policy,  although  it 
might  be  more  injurious  in  its  effects,  than  is  the  principle  on  which 
the  present  graduation  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  is 
based. 

It  is  desirable  to  extend  the  time  of  instruction  to  five  instead  of 
,  four  years.  The  mute  has  first  to  learn  a  language,  as  a  medium 
through  which  his  teacher  can  converse  with  him,  before  his  educa- 
tion can  be  considered  as  fairly  commenced.  Scholars  possessed 
of  all  their  faculties  when  they  are  sent  to  school,  have  this  lan- 
guage, and  can  converse  intelligibly  with  the  teacher ;  and  yet  with 
all  these  advantages,  very  few  parents  who  intend  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education,  would  think  of  restricting  them  to  four, 
or  even  five  years.  And  it  is  believed  that  many  attend  school 
eight  or  ten  years,  without  acquiring  any  thing  more  than  a  good 
common  education. 

The  directors  were  authorised  by  the  third  section  of  the  act 
passed  in  1827,  providing  for  the  erection  of  an  asylum,  to  retain  at 
their  discretion,  not  exceeding  eight  pupils,  for  a  period  of  two 
years  beyond  that  authorised  by  the  general  law.  This  provision 
has  not  been  considered  as  authorising  an  increase  of  the  pupils  be- 
yond the  four  from  each  senate  district ;  and  thus  construed,  if  the 
directors  give  effect  to  it,  the  operation  is  manifestly  unjust ;  be- 
cause the  pupil  who  has  received  instruction  for  four  years,  is  con- 
tinued two  years  longer ;  and  the  pupil  who  has  received  no  in- 
struction at  all,  is  consequently  delayed  in  the  commencement  of 
his  studies,  for  two  years.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the 
•  Legislature  intended  that  such  should  be  the  operation  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

The  annual  report  of  the  directors,  which  has  been  referred  to 
the  Superintendent,  states  that  the  asylum  buildings  are  completed ; 
but  the  total  cost  of  these  erections,  and  the  amount  of  indebted- 
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ness,  over  and  above  ttje  asylum  food,  is  not  stated  in  the  report. 
The  law  for  building  the  asylum,  appropriated  $10,000  from  the 
state  treasury,  on  condition  that  the  directors  of  the  institution 
should  raise  the  same  amount  for  the  same  purpose,  "  and  that  the 
price  of  the  ground  to  be  purchased,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings 
to  be  erected,  should  be  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools,  and  be  by  him  approved,  before  the  said  sum  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury ."  In  June,  1827,  the  plan  of  the  buildings, 
and  a  lease  from  the  corporation  of  a  piece  of  land  on  which  it'  was 
proposed  to  erect  them,  were  submitted  to  the  Superintendent^ 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  the  secretary  of 
the  board,  giving  the  most  unequivocal  assurances  that  the  Asylum, 
on  those  plans,  could  be  built  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $20,000;  the 
amount  which,  by  the  conditions  of  the  law,  was  then  provided. 
The  Superintendent  was  very  desirous  so  far  to  vary  the  planvas  to 
have  stone  steps,  (similar  to  those  in  the  Pennsylvania  Asylum,)  to 
the  different  flights  of  stairs  which  communicated  with  the  lodging 
rooms  of  the  pupils  in  the  third  story,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  escape,  in  case  of  fire ;  but  the  additional  cost  was  urge£  as 
an  objection,  and  rather  than  do  any  act  which  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  leave  the  Asylum  in  debt  after  its  completion,  he  approved 
of  the  plan  without  this  improvement.  It  is  now  stated  in  a  letter 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  board,  that  the  amount  borrowed  on  the 
Asylum  is  (11,000,  making  the  cost  of  the  building  (31,000  instead 
of  $£0,000.  It  has  appeared  to  the  Superintendent,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  that  the  directors,  in  their  annual  report 
of  this  year,  ought  to  have  given  some  explanation  of  the  causes 
for  this  difference  of  more  than  one-third  between  the  estimate' and 
the  expenditure ;  and  the  reasons  which  induced  them  to  incur  this 
heavy  debt,  and  to  mortgage  the  Asylum  for  its  payment. 

In  discharging  the  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  the  Legislature, 
in  relation  to  the  price  of  the  ground,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings, 
the  Superintendent  designed  to  take  every  reasonable  precaution 
to  have  the  Asylum  buildings,  as  far  as  practicable,  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  rents  and  other  debts,  and  protected  against  all  contin- . 
gencies  and  casualties  which  might  lead  to  future  embarrassment. 
It  was  with  this  view  that  he  objected  to  have  the  Asylum  built 
upon  leased  land  ;  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  corporation  of 
New- York,  with  its  characteristic  liberality,  gave  to ,  the  institution 
the  fee  of  an  acre  of  land,  worth  (1,000,  *m  -which  the  buildings  are 
placed.    The  correspondence  on  this  subjeet  is  annexed  to  tfcis  re- 
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pott,  marked  E,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Superintendent 
had  all  the  assurance  which  he  could  require,  that  the  cost  of  the 
Asylum  would  not  exceed  the  amount  which  had  been  provided 
for  its  erection. 

The  prevalent  practice  of  fastening  permanent  debts  upon  public 
institutions,  is  pernicious,  and  ought,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  be 
avoided.  The  Lunatic  Asylum  has  a  debt  of  $140,000  resting  upon 
it.  The  public  schools  in  the  city  of  New- York,  are  actually  mort- 
gaged for  $70,000,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  guards  of  the  Legislature, 
And  the  precautions  of  the  Superintendent,  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asy- 
lum has  a  debt  of  $11,000  entailed  upon  it.  It  may  be  said,  per* 
haps,  that  this  is  a  matter  which  concerns  only  the  corporation,  and 
that  it  is  intended  to  pay  this  indebtedness  without  calling  upon 
the  state.  But  if  the  institution  should  become  embarrassed, 
and  the  creditor  should  press  for  his  money,  an  application  would  be 
made  at  once  to  the  Legislature,  to  save  the  Asylum  buildings  from 
the  grasp  of  the  money  lender.  And  thus  the  mortgage  which  the 
directors  have  in  form  given  upon  the  Asylum,  would  be  foreclosed 
in  effect,  upon  the  public  charity  and  the  liberality  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. ; 

In  closing  this  report,  the  Superintendent  would  respectfully  urge 
upon  the  Legislature,  the  v^ry  great  importance  of  continuing  its 
patronage  and  protecting  care  to  the  deaf  and  dumb.  To  these  pecu- 
liar children  of  the  state,  instruction  is  every  thing.  Without  it  they 
are  mere  blanks  in  society,  and  a  source  of  anxiety  and  affliction  to- 
their  friends.  Instruction  releases  their  minds  from  its  thraldom,  and 
restores  them  at  once  to  the  social  commonwealth.  Instead  of  being 
shunned  and  treated  as  outcasts,  they  become  agreeable  associates, 
and  are  not  only  useful,  but  extremely  interesting  members  of  so- 
ciety. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 
"*  Superintendent  of  Common  School*. 
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Whole  number  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  persons  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  as  ascertained  by  the  census  of  1825. 
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Females. 

ClBCT7M0TAirCKI. 
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1st  Senate  District 
Suffolk.  •  •  •  •  • • « 

1 

3 
5 

.  •  .  • 
•  .  .  . 

3 

2 

•  •  .  a 

2 

e 

6 

7' 
9 

0*590 

Oueens.  • .  •  •  ••••«••• 

0.884 

icings.  .*••«•  ..••••• 

None. 

*m-11I5D>  ••»•••  •••*••• 

Richmond.  •  •  •  ••  •  «  •  •  •  • 

None. 

New-York,.... 

1 

31 

•  •  •  • 

24 

34 

19 

56 

0.664 

Total,.... 

2 

39 

— _ 

29 

36 

so 

72 

0.429 

td  Senate  District. 
Westchester,  ...... 

Putnam,  •  • 

Dutchess,  • 

Rockland, 

Orange, 

Ulster, 

Sullivan, .......... 

Delaware, ......... 
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i 
i 


13       7     20 


'  .  .  . 
i  .  .  . 


12 


11 
17 


44 


8 


17 

19 

1 

11 


62 


0.254 
0.338 
0.342 
None. 
0.814 
1.186 
0.192 
0.744 
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3d  Senate  District. 

Greene, . . . 
Columbia,  . 
Albany, . . . 
Rensselaer, 
Schoharie,. 
Schenectady, 


3 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
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,6 
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3 
6 
1 
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1 
1 
2 
3 

.... 
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1 
5 

4 
3 
1 
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2 

5 

7 

4 

,1 

3 

6 

10 

5 

,15 
18 
24 
IS 

1.15* 
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1.074 

0.574 

6  |  14 

....  1      4 

1.080 

y» 

0.622 

Total,. . . . 

13 

32 

12 

18 

19 

30     82 
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4f&  Senate  District. 

Saratoga, . . . . 

Montgomery  &  Hamilton, 

Washington, 

Warren, 

Clinton, 

Essex, 

Franklin, 

St.  Lawrence, 


7 

24 

10 

1 

4 


Total,.... 

6th  Semtte  District. 

Herkimer, 

Oneida, 

Madison, 

Oswego* 

Lewis, 

Jefferson,... 


13 


1 

10 
1 
2 


2 

20 
9 


8 

17 

1 


9 
30 
20 
4 
2 
3 


15     42 


13 

55 

25 

4 

12 

4 

5 

10 


0.660 
4.322 
1.274 
0.734 
1.658 
0.500 
1.254 
0.725 


31  72 


128 


1.390 


Total,.... 

6th  Senate  District. 

Otsego, 

Chenango,... 

Broome, 

Cortland, 

Tompkins, 

Tioga...... 

Steuben, 


19 


7 
10 


3 
15 


Total,.... 

1th  Senate  District. 

Onondaga, 

Cayuga, 

Seneca, 

Ontario, 

Wayne, 

Yates, 


25 


13 


Total,....      8 


18 


11 


21 


44 


5 
3 
4 
13 
2 
9 


12 
19 
12 
1 
5 
18 


0.726 
0.692 
0.662 
0.112 
0.686 
0.864 


26 


13 


56 


8 
18 

4 

9 

20 

2 


67 


26 
6 
5 
4 

17 
2 

14 


0.624 


1.082 
0.350 
0.718 
0.335 
1.034 
0.200 
0.958 


61 


74 


14 
25 

4 
16 
23 


0.668 


0.578 
1.170 
0.396 
0.802 
1.660 
0.302 


84 


0.818 
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8th  Senate  District 
Livingston, ........ 

Monroe,., 

Genesee^ 

Niagara,  ,•••••.••# 

Erie, 

Allegany, 

Cattaraugus,  ....... 

Chaatauque, 

Orleans, 


Total,... , 


• . .  < 

• . .  i 


5    •  • .  • 


23  !     6 


5 
4 
11 
•5 
6 
5 
6 
6 
3 


6 

8 

17 

5 
9 
8 
7 
8 
8 


31 


18 


60 


76 


0.626 
0.408 
0.486 
0.366 
0.740 
0.882 
1.618 
0.678 
1.098 


0.769 


RECAPITULATION. 


1st  Senate  District, 


84  do 

do 

3d  do 

do 

4th  do 

do 

6th  do 
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6th  do 

do 

7th  do 

do 

8th  do 

do 

Total  deaf  and  tomb  Id  each  diatriet 
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8 
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20 
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13 
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SO 
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16 
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31 
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9 

19 

3 

26 

8 

44 

67 

•  6 
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13 

21 

4 

66 

74 

8 

18 

11 

26 

13 

61 

84 

9 

23 

6 

31 

18 

60 

76 

68 

221 

67 

213 

141 

387 

646 

ole  po- 
pulation! 

2S072S 
213S96 
189887 
193436 
197727 
196381 
188744 
204166 


Wot*. — Taking  the  whole  State,  and  the  number  of  deaf  and  dumb 
to  every  2,000,  is  0.753.  This  proportion  has  reference  to  the 
whole  number  of  souls.  The  calculations  in  the  body  of  the  report, 
where  1  mute  is  estimated  to  every  2,000,  include  only  the  white 
population. 
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(B) 

Jin  Examination  of  the  Scholars  at  the  Central  Asylwn  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in  January,  1828. 

The  teacher,  being  himself  a  mute,  the  Superintendent  gave  him 
a  written  memorandum  in  the  following  words :  "  1  give  a  word,  say 
4  conquered,'  and  you  make  signs  to  the  whole  class  to  write  a  sen- 
tence which  shall  include  the  word  on  any  subject. '  The  scholar 
will  then  write, '  Bonaparte  conquered  Italy,9  or  *  Bdfiapftrte  was 
conquered  in  Russia,9  or  any  thing  else,  each  scholar  selecting  his 
own  subject.'9  [The  teacher  repeated  the  above  memorandum  in 
signs  to  the  class,  and  they  generally  wrote  down  one  or  the  other 
of  the  examples.  The  Superintendent  then  added  to  the  written 
memorandum  for  the  teacher,  as  follows:] 

"  The  above  is  riven  by  way  of  example  to  you,  and  you  are  only 
to  make  signs  to  the  class  to  write  a  sentence  embracing  the  word 
selected." 

[The  teacher  gave  another  explanation  to  the  class,  and  the  scho- 
lars ^fe  the  following  examples.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  ex- 
ampl^rhich  had  been  given  out  should  have  been  adopted,  after 
all,  by  several  of  the  class ;  nor  is  this  any  impeachment  of  the  in- 
telligence of  the  scholars.  At  all  events,  the  example  on  the  word 
conquered,  could  not  aid  them  in  regard  to  the  subsequent  exam- 
ples on  other  words.] 

On  the  word  "  Conqrtered." 

1st  scholar,  aged  18  years,  instructed  S  years.  "  Bonaparte  was 
conquered  by  the  English." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  S  years.  "  Bonaparte  conquered  in  Ita- 
ly." 

Ski,  aged  21,  instructed  1J  years.  "  Americans  were  conquered 
at  the  English." 

.   4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2  J  years.    "  The  army  of  Bonaparte  con- 
quered in  Italy  " 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "The  Bonepart  was  by  the 
Italy." 

6th,  aged  19,  instructed  1£  years.  The  army  in  Rome  was  con- 
quered by  German." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  3|  <  years.  "General  Jackson  conquered 
the  English  at  New-Orleans  about  IS  years  agos" 

8th,  aged  21,  instructed  Sj  years.  "The  army  in  Italy  was  con- 
quered by  Bonaparte." 

9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3$  years.  "  Pompey  was  conquered  by 
Julius  Caesar." 
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10th,  aged  16,  instructed  2  £  years.  u  Geo.  3d  was  conquered  by 
Washington." 

11th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  %  years.  "  Washington  conquered 
the  English.'^ 

12th,  girl,  aged  12,  instructed  S  years,  "  Bonaparte  was  .con- 
quered by  the  English." 

13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  England  was  conquer* 
ed  by  France." 

On  the  word  "Attention." 

1st  scholar,  aged  18  years,  instructed  S  years.  "  The  pupils  are 
receiving  the  attention  for  the  books."  ■ 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  attention  is  learning  of 
the  books." 

3d,  aged  21,  instructed  \\  years.  "  I  would  attend  the  attention  of 
the  asylum." 

4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2 \  years.  "  The  teacher  who  makes 
signs  with  an  attention." 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "I  read  the  book  with  atten- 
tion." 

6th,  aged  19,  instructed  \\  years.  "Levi  S.  Baokulj*  and 
Charles  Bowmanf  has  very  attention  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  in- 
dustrious to  their  learning." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  3}  years.  "Mr.  Levi  S.  Backus  and 
Mr.  Charles  Bowman,  are  very  happy  that  the  scholars  have  much 
attention." 

8th,  aged  21,  instructed  3f  years.  "The  attention  of  the  good 
people  thinks  and  hear  the  minister  preach." 

9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3$  years.  "  The  boy  is  a  very  good  at- 
tention towards  his  teacher." 

10th,  aged  16,  instructed  2$  years.  The  pupils  who  are  good 
attention." 

11th,  rirl,  aged  18,  instructed  2  years.  "He  is  attention  the 
reading  for  the  bible.5' 

12th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years.  "  We  must  to  attention 

of  the  books."  '  * 

13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "They  are  attention  for 
the  learn." 

On  the  word  "Benevolent." 

1st  scholar,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  gentleman  is  very 
grateful  and  benevolent  to  the  Legislature." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  3  years.  "He  is  benevolent  to  the 
poor." 

■         ■  ■■  ■  ■      ■ 

*  Principal  taaehcr.    t  Aiaufant  teacher. 
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3d,  aged  81,  instructed  1)  jean.  ' u  The  benevolent  woman  hare 
given  me  clothes*    I  was  very  grateful  to  her." 

4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2£  years.  "  God  is  very  benevolent  to 
all  of  us  beings." 

6tb,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  I  should  feel  very  grateftil  to 
the  directors  have  extended  their  patronage  to  the  deaf  and  dumb 
for  very  acts  for  benevolent*" 

6th,  aged  19,  instructed  \\  years.  "The  directors  are  very  be- 
nevolent for  the  pupils  feel  very  much  grateful." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  S|  years.  "  I  feel  very  grateful  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  state  because  they  are  very  benevolent  to  the 
deaf  and  dumb." 

8th,  aged  21,  instructed  3}  years.  "  The  gentleman  is  very  be- 
nevolent." 

9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3£  years.  "  The  Legislature  are  very 
benevolent  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  for  board." 

10th,  aged  16,  instructed  2  J  years.  "  They  are  very  grateful  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  state,  because  they  have  extended  the  support 
(unfortunate  beings)  indigent  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  for  very 
benevolent" 

11th* girl,  aged  18,  instructed  2  years.  "They  are  very  bene- 
volent to  the  Asylum." 

12th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years*  "  1  am  very  benevolent 
.to  her  friend." 

13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  They  were  benevolent 
for  the  pupils." 

On  the  word  " Deceived" 

1st  scholar,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  man  to  deceive 
for  stealing  the  book." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  thief  much  deceived 
from  the  horse." 

3d,  aged  21,  instructed  1$  years.  '<  The  young  thief  deceives  to 
steal  the  man's  watch." 

4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2  J  years.  "  The  man  who  have  deceiv- 
ed the  bill  for  counterfeit." 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  A  boy  has  been  deceived  the 
store." 

6th,  aged  19,  instructed  1$  years.  "  The  man  U  much  deceived, 
he  would  be  disfigured  and  return  to  company." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  2}  years.  "  A  viciotis  man  deceived  me 
because  he  would  go  to  the  great  city  of  Rome." 

8th,  aged  21,  instructed  3j  years.  "  He  deceived  them  that  the 
house  is  burned  by  fire." 
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9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3}  years.  "  The  sailor  deceived  the 
boy  that  the  girl  was  drowned  in  the  river." 

10th,  aged  16,  instructed  2}  years.  "The  boy  said  him  that  he 
should  go  with  him  to  his  friend,  but  he  deceived  him." 

11th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  2  years.  "The  sailors  were  mad 
because  Columbus  deceived  them." 

12th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  man  to  deceive 
from  the  lady." 

13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  The  girl  deceived  the 
minister." 

On  the  word  "Beautifully." 

1st  scholar,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "The  waggon  is  made 
beautifully." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  church  is  made  beauti 
fully." 

3d,  aged  21,  instructed  1$  years.  u  I  have  admired  the  coach 
because  it  is  made  beautifully." 

4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2\  years.  "  The  gentleman  admired  the 
side-board  beautifully." 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  The  sleigh  and  horses  are  a 
great  beautifully." 

6th,  aged  19,  instructed  1$  years.  "The  house  is  much  beauti- 
fully clean  which  the  man  is  pleased  with  a  pace." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  3}  years.  "  Gen.  Geo.  Washington 
wrote  beautifully." 

8th,  aged  21,  instructed  Sf  years.  "  I  admired  the  city  of  New- 
York  beautifully." 

9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3$  years.  "  Cicero  spoke  beautifully  to 
the  conspirators  as  an  orator." 

10th,  aged  16,  instructed  24  years.  "  He  sings  very  beautiful- 
ly" 

lltht  girl,  aged  1$,  instructed  2  years.  "  Queen  Mary  is  beauti- 
fully/' 

12th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  puppets  look  beau- 
tifully." 

.  13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.      "The  bureau  beautiful- 
ly, the  lady."  v 

On  the  words  "  Had  built.39 

1st  scholar,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "He  had  built  the 
house." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed'  3  years.  "  The  carpenter  had  built  the 
ship." 

[No.  235.]  4  ' 
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3d,  aged  21,  instructed  1£  years.  "  The  carpenter  bad  built  the 
barn  in  June,  1827,  at  Canajoharie." 

4th,  aged  19,  instructed  2£  years.  "The  skilful  man  had  built 
the  brick  church  of  St.  Paul's  in  England." 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  yeare.     "  The  carpenter  had  "built  the 
house."   . 
.  6th,  aged  19,  instructed  1£  years.    "  The  gentleman  had  built  the 
house." 

7th,  aged  18,  instructed  3|  years.     "Mr.  Kimball  the  carpenter 
who  had  built  this  asylum  about  5  years  age." 
,  8th,  aged  21,  instructed  8|  years.    "  Noah  had  built  the  ark  40 
years." 

9th,  aged  15,  instructed  3&  years.  "  The  servant  men  had  built 
this  Asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Canajoharie  centre." 

10th,  aged  16,  instructed  2}  years.  "They  had  built  the  large 
house.     Solomon  had  built  the  temple  in  Jerusalem.'7 

11th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  2  years.  "  The  man  had  built  the 
great  house." 

12th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years.  "  fie  had  built  the  house." 

13th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  The  man  had  built  the 
church." . 

On  the  word  "  dlthough." 

1st  scholar,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "Although  it  rained  I 
went  home." 

2d,  aged  20,  instructed  3  years.  "  Although  the  drunkard  fell  in 
the  mud  e  water.  Although  the  man  rides  on  horseback  and  he  fall 
on  the  ground  the  horse  runs  through  the  wood  from  him." 

3d,  aged  21,  instructed  1$  years.  "  Although  I  try  to  learn  my 
studies  when  I  wish  to  improve." 

4th,  aged  21,  instructed  2  J  years.  "  I  am  going  to  Cherry  Valley 
this  afternoon  although  it  is  muddy.!' 

5th,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  Although  it  is  rain  I  came  to 
the  Asylum  in  August  last." 

6th,  aged  IS,  instructed  3|  years.  "  Although  Mary  queen  of 
Scotland  was  very  beautiful  she  was  beheaded  by  Elizabeth  queen 
of  England." 

7th,  aged  21,  instructed  3}  years.  "Although  the  tempest  was 
very  violent  the  traveller  would  go." 

8th,  aged  15,  instructed  3 J  years.  "  Although  my  friends  do  not 
come  to  the  common  school  I  will  go  to  it  to  visit  the  bovs  and  girls 
who  are  very  curious  towards  me."  "  Although  a  girl  is  very  ugly 
and  awkward  the  gentleman  will  endeavour  to  marry  her." 

9th,  aged  16,  instructed  2\  years.  "Although  it  is  unpleasant  I 
shall  go  home  on  foot  next  Monday." 


digitized  by  VjI 


27 

10th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  2  years.  '"Although  it  is  muddy 
Azariah  C.  Flagg  came  to  the  Asylum.'9 

1 1th,  girl,  aged  25,  instructed  3  years.  "  Although  it  rains  I  will 
go  to  church." 

12th,  girl,  aged  22,  instructed  2  years.  "  Although  my  mother 
was  sick  I  went  to  the  Asylum.?* 

After  the  above  exercises,  the  Superintendent  gave  the  teacher  a 
paragraph  from  a  newspaper  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  as  follows : 

"  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Canandaigua  has  resolved  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  to  construct 
a  rail-road  from  that  village  to  the  Erie  <?anal."  * 

The  teacher  communicated  it  to  the  class  in  signs,  and  ten  of  them 
wrote  it  down  upon  their  slates  with  entire  accuracy.  The  other 
three  made  some  mistakes.  The  teacher  then  gave  them  several 
sentences  in  signs,  which  they  wrote  upon  their  slates  with  great 
precision.  On  these  they  might  have  practised  before ;  which  could 
not  have  been  the  case  with  the  paragraph  given  from  the  paper.  ' 
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(C) 
Exercise*  of  Mr.  Loo/barrow's  clues,  on  words  selected  by  him. 

On  the  word  "  Business." 

1st  scholar,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  4  months.  "A  few 
months  ago,  I  intended  writing  a  letter  to  my  father;  but  I  was  en- 
gaged with  business.'9 

2d,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "  A  gentleman  lived  in  the  city 
of  Albany,  who  was  affluent,  and  retired  from  business  into  the 
country.'' 

3d,  girl,  aged  16,  instructed  3  years.  "  My  father  is  business  for 
the  mill :  he  lives  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  county." 

4th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "  We  will  go  into  the  coun- 
try from  business." 

5th,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years,  nearly.  "  My  brother-in-law 
"business  to  a  wbeel-wright :  he  sells  many  wagons  which  are  ele- 
gant and  increase  money." 

6th,  girl,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years.  ','  A  man  retired  from  busi- 
ness, and  went  to  New-London,  where  had  a  farm  and  house  which 
yrtre  very  handsome." 

7th,  girl,  aged  20,  instructed  2  years  and  10  months.  "My  father 
lived  in  Argyle :  he  has  business  his  farm." 

On  the  word  "  Destruction.39 

1st,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  and  4  months.  "With  repen- 
tance of  our  transgressions,  we  will  obtain  the  admittance  of  God's 
pardon,  as  we  know  we  will  fall  into  great  destruction. 

2d,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "  I  saw  the  houses  were  in  de- 
struction by  firemen  in  the  street  of  Ann,  in  New-York,  some 
months  ago." 

3d,  girl  aged  16,  instructed  3  years.  "  Several  years  ago,  a  man 
came  to  destruction,  becaupe  he  was  very  drunken." 

4th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "  In  the  country,  I  saw  de- 
struction of  a  drunkard  man,  for  he  is  a  wicked." 

5th,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years,  nearly.  "  The  Russians  have 
recently  in  destruction  the  Turks,  who  were  conquered  by  the 
Russians :  they  thought  they  were  powerful  to  victory  over  the 
Turks." 

6th,  girl,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years.  "  I  saw  destruction  of  a 
*  ship  which  was  almost  worn  out :  some  people  were  in  the  ship ; 
they  were  drowned  into  the  sea." 

7th,  girl,  aged  20,  instructed  2  years  and  10  months.  "  My  friend 
told  me  that  he  heard  the  destruction  of  the  barn." 
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On  the  words  "  Might  have  been  protected"    , 

1st,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  and  4  months.  "  The  Israelites 
might  have  been  protected  by  the  Almighty  God,  if  they  had  con- 
tinued placing  confidence  in  his  promise." 

2d,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  .  "  If  Bonaparte  had  not  been  • 
ambitious,  his  country  might  have  been  protected  by  him." 

Sd,  girl,  aged  16,  instructed  3  years.     "  The  men  might  have  been 
t  protected  from  the  dependent  condition." 

4th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "  The  people  might  have 
been  protected:    God  always  commanded  them  obey  he  gives 


5th,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years,  nearly.  "  If  this  country  was 
ruined  by  the  British,  Americans  might  have  been  protected ;  they 
would  courage  destruction  of  our  foreign  yoke." 

6th,  girl  aged  15,  instructed  4  years.  "  Some  pious  people 
might  hare  been  protect  from  their  sins,  for  they  believe  are  de- 
pendent upon  God,  who  always  gives  them  the  blessing." 

7th,  girl  aged  20,  instructed  2  years  and  10  months.  "  The  per- 
sons might  have  been  protected,  they  wished  to  pray  God  gave 
blessing,  for  they  loved  him." 

The  following  sums,  given  by  the  superintendent,  were  written 
upon  the  slates,  and  no  signs  given : 

If  1  hat  cost  $2.50,  what  would  50  hats  cost? 

1st,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  and  4  months.  "  One  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars." 

The  other  six  scholars  in  the  class  gave  no  answers. 

I,f  27  pairs  of  shoes  cost  $37,  what  is  the  price  of  one  pair  ? 

1st  scholar,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  and  4  months,  went 
through  with  the  division,  and  answered,  "  One  dollar  and  forty- 
eight  cents." 

None  of  the  other  scholars  in  Mr.  L.'s  class  answered  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  the  reason  assigned  was,  that  they  had  not  attended  much 
to  arithmetic,  that  being  left  until  the  last  year  of  instruction. 

Mr.  Loofborrow,  at  the  request  of  the  Superintendent,  gave  the 
substance  of  the  following  paragraph  to  the  pupils,  in  signs : 

"  Last  night,  an  attempt  was  made  to  rob  the  New- York  bank,  by 
some  person  who,  it  is  supposed,  secreted  himself,  during  the  course 
of  the  day  previous^  the  yard  back  of  the  building.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  cut  one  of  the  lower  pannels  of  the  back  door,,  withfeome 
coarse  instrument,  probably  a  jack-knife,  from  the  appearances  pre- 
sented this  morning.  Before  cutting  out  the  pannel,  however,  the 
rogue  desisted  from  his  purpose,  whether  from  some  alarm,  or  from 
discovering  that  the  edge  of  his  knife  came  in  contact  with  a  sheet 
of  iron  in  the  door,  which  is  double  pannelled.  The  door  leading 
from  William-street  into  the  yard,  was  found  this  morning  shut,  but 
unlocked,  and  the  key  lying  within  the  yard,  on  the  steps  leading 
up  from  the  street.  All  the  doors  of  the  bank,  we  understand,  are 
double  pannelled,  with  sheet  iron  between  the  pannels." 
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The  scholars  wrote  upon  their  slates  as  fellows : 

1st  scholar,  aged  22,  instructed  5  years  and  4  months.  4<  The 
New-York  bank  was  attempted  to  be  broken  by  some  thieves,  and 
opened  the  door,  and  they  endeavored  to  cut  an  iron  box,  but 
they  could  not  find  money :  whilst  they  were  in  the  midst  of  fear 
of  the  persons  that  they  might  apprehend  them,  and  so  they  fled 
away :  the  door  was  unlocked  but  shut." 

2d,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "The  New-York  bank  was 
late  endeavored  to  be  broken,  and  opened  the  door :  the  thieves 
went  to  the  bank  and  broke  the  door,  and  they  might  thought  that 
gentlemen  came  there,  and  they  ran  from  there :  the  gentlemen  saw 
the  bank  was  broke. 

3d,  gifl,  aged  16,  instructed  3  years,  gave  no  example. 

4th,  girl,  aged  18,  instructed  3  years.  "New- York  bank  was 
just  endeavored  to  be  broken  the  door:  the  mischievous  men  were 
intending  to  steal  some<  things,  and  they  were  cowardly." 

5th,  girl,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years,  nearly.  "  New- York  bank 
was  lately  endeavored  to  be  broken  and  opened  the  door,  and  seve- 
ral thieves  cut  an  iron  box  and  a  half  door :  they  thought  some  per- 
sons may  catch  them,  they  run  away :  in  the  morning,  a  gentleman 
went  to  bank,  and  saw  the  door  which  was  broken  by  several 
thieves." 

6th,  girl,  aged  15,  instructed  4  years.  "New- York  bank  was 
lately  endeavored  to  be  broken  the  door,  but  some  mischievous  men 
were  intending  to  steal  somethings :  they  were  afraid  they  might 
have  been  supposed  to  seize  by  the  constable,  and  they  ran  away : 
next  morning,  a  man  discovered  the  door  was  not  locked." 

7th,  girl,  aged  20,  instructed  2  years  and  10  months.  "New-York 
bank  was  just  endeavored  to  be  broken  and  opened  door,  but  some 
thieves  heard  and  cowardly." 

Miss  Stansbury'a  Class. 

[In  the  following  exercises  of  Miss  Stansbury's  class,  she  par* 
sued  her  own  course,  and  the  words  on  which  the  sentences  were 
written,  were  not  given  out  by  the  Superintendent] 

On  the  word  "  Brings." 

1st  scholar,  aged  14,  instructed  2}  years,  jf  She  brings  a  basket 
foil  of  chesnuts  and  nuts  from  the  country." 

2d,  aged  10,  instructed  2  years.  "  Mr.  Flagg  brings  some  maple 
sugar  and  crackers  from  the  city." 

3d,  aged  14,  instructed  2J  years.  "  My  father  brings  some  new 
clothes  from  Esopus  Co.  for  me." 

4th,  aged  1 1,  instructed  i\  years.  "  He  brings  some  apples  from 
the  market  to  here." 

5th,  aged  15,  instructed  3  years.  "  Andrew  Mead  brings  a  bas- 
ket full  of  apples  and  peaches  here  from  the  city." 
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6th,  aged  13,  instructed  4  years.'  "  She  brings  a  basket  full  of 
apples  from  the  market." 

7th,  aged  19,  instructed  1  year  and  10  months.  "  Hfe  brings  my 
trunk  from  the  steam-boat." 

8th,  aged  14,  instructed  3$  years.  "  Ha  brings  the  basket  of  ap- 
ples from  the  market  to  the  house." 

9th,  aged  13,  instructed  2 \  years.  "He  brings  a  pitcher  full  of 
water  up  stairs  to  us." 

10th,  aged  11,  instructed  3  years.  "  He  brings  many  apples  to 
Mr.  Waldron,  for  he  gives  them  to  us." 

11th,  aged  13,  instructed  2£  years.  "He  brings  some  water- 
melons out  of  the  garden  for  dinner." 

12th,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "  He  brings  the  meats  from 
the  market  to  the  new  asylum,  for  dinner  every  day. 

On  the  words  "  Had  brought." 

1st,  aged  14,  instructed  2£  years.  "My  father  had  brought 
some  candies  and  apples  to  us  before  he  went  into  the  country." 

2d,  aged  10,  instructed  2  years.  "  We  had  brought  some  musk- 
melon  from  the  garden,  and  then  we  ate  them." 

3d,  aged  14,  instructed  2|  years.  "  The  man  had  brought  the 
coffin  from  the  house  for  the  grave,  and  then  they  buried  it  in  the 
grave." 

4th,  acred  11,  instructed  2 J  years.  "  Mr.  Mead  had  brought  the 
beets  and  potatoes  from  the  garden  to  Mrs:  Leek." 

5th,  aged  15,  instructed  3  years,  "  He  brought  a  barrel  of  ap- 
ples from  New-York." 

6th,  aged  IS,  instructed  4  years.  "  I  brought  a  new  frock  to 
Mrs.  Jones,  who  cut  it  out." 

7th,  aged  19,  instructed  1  year  and  ten  months.  "  My  father  had 
brought  a  new  vest  and  coat  from  his  house,  and  then  he  went 
1  home." 

8th,  aged  14,  instructed  3£  years.  "  She  tad  brought  the  mat- 
tress from  New-York  before  she  went  at  home." 

9th,  aged  13,  instructed  %\  years.  "  They  had  brought  the  cher- 
ries from  the  tree,  and  then  they  went  to  school." 

10th,  aged  11,  instructed  3  years.  *"  My  uncle  gave  some  apples 
and  pears  to  me,  and  I  had  brought  them  from  New- York,  and  I  put 
them  into  my  trunk." 

11th,  aged  13,  instructed  2£  years.  "I  had  brought  some  new 
white  forks  to  me  I  come  here." 

12th,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "  They  had  brought  the  bun- 
dle of  quills  from  Mr.  Wood's  store  to  the  new  asylum,  last  Tues- 
day, and  then  the  ate  dinner." 

[There  were  also  exercises  on  the  words  "will  #o,"  and 
"brought;"  but  the  above  are  deemed  sufficient  on  this  beAd.] 
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The  following  paragraph  was  given,  to  Miss  Stansbury  hy  the  Su- 
perintendent, which  she  communicated  to  the  class  in  sign  lan- 
guage, and  the  scholars  were  requested  to  write  it  down  upon  the 
plates,  from  the  signs  thus  given,  viz : 

"  In  the  name  of  the  society,  and  at  the  request  of  the  female  as- 
sociation, the  chairman  returned  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Jennings,  for 
the  gratuitous  use  of  the  largjc  room  in  which  the  meeting  was 
held" 

[It  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  above  paragraph 
was  contained  in  a  relation  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  at 
which  the  pupils  were  present;  and  "it  is,  therefore,  uncertain 
whether  the  wide  departure  from  the  copy  given,  was  owing  to  the 
imperfection  of  the  signs  in  conveying  the  language  correctly,  or 
whether  it  was  occasioned  by  mingling  the  recollections  of  the  scho- 
lars about  the  meeting,  with  the  translation  into  sign,  language  of  a 
paragraph  having  allusion  to  that  meeting.  In  giving  the  signs, 
Miss  S.  alluded  to  the  meeting,  and  to  their  being  present.  The 
only  assertion  made  in  the  paragraph  given,  is,  that  the  ladies  "  re- 
turned their  thanks  to  Mr.  Jennings  ;"  and  this  is  embraced  in  all 
the  answers.] 

1st  scholar,  aged  14,  instructed  2$  years.     "  Last  winter  all  the 
deaf  and  dumb  went  to  City  Hall,  Mr.  Jennings,  and  gentlemen  and 
ladies  come  and  saw  them,  the  preacher  addressed  them  and  the 
•  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings  for  room." 

2d  scholar,  aged  10,  instructed  2  years.  Last  winter  all  the  deaf 
and  dumb  went  the  Mr.  Jenning,  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
come  and  saw  them.  The  preacher  spoke,  thank  them  for  the  ho- 
tel.? 

v  3d  scholar,  aged  14,  instructed  *  2  J  years.  "  Last  winter  all  the 
deaf  and  dumb  went  to  Jennings'  City  Hotel,  and  then  they  saw4he 
people,  and  then  exercised  by  the  pupils,  who  saw,  and  the  people 
who  were  glad  to  see  the  deaf  and  dumb.  And  then  the  people 
gave  them  more  money  to  support  them,  and  then  the  people  were 
out  of  the  city  hotel  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jen- 
nings." 

4th  scholar,  aged  11,  instructed  2 J  years.  "  Last  winter  all  deaf 
and  dumb  went  to  Mr.  Jennings'  eity  hotel,  and  the  people  sat  row 
of  benches,  and  they  saw  them  and  then  they  gave  money  to  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings." 

5th,  girl,  aged  15,  instructed  3  years.  "  Last  winter  the  deaf  and 
dumb  went  to  Mr.'  Jennings',  and  give  room  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men one  and  saw  them.  The  addressed  spoke  to  the  people,  and 
the  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings  from  his  large  room." 

6th,  girl,  age  J  13,  instructed  4  years.  "  Last  year  all  the  deaf 
and  dumb  went  to  the  city  hotel,  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
come  ^nd  saw  them.  The  preacher  addressed  them ;  they  collect- 
ed money  for  deaf  and  dumb.  The  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings 
for  the  room." 

7th  scholar,  aged  19,  instructed  1  year  and  10  months.  u  Last 
year  all  deaf*  and  dumb  went  to  Mr.  Jennings'  city  hotel,  and  the 
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Sntlemen  and  ladies  set  on  benches,  and  the j  saw  the  deaf  and 
mb,  and  they  addressed  Mr.  Jennings  far  the  room  and  the  many 
candjfa." 

8th  scholar,  aged  14,  instructed  3}  years,  "  Last  winter  all  the 
deaf  and  dumb  went  to  the  city  hotel,  for  many  people  thanked  Mr, 
Jenning,  and  they  saw  the  dfeaf  and  dumb.  .  Many  sat  on  benches, 
and  gentlemen  collected  the  money  to  gave  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings  his  room. 

9th  scholar,  aged  IS,  instructed  %\  years.  "  Last  winter  all  deaf 
and  duqdb  went  to  Mr.  Jennings'  city  hotel,  and  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen sat  on  rows  of  benches,  came  and  saw  them,  and  they  gave 
money'to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  ladies  thanked  Mr.  Jennings  for 
the  room." 

10th  scholar,  aged  11,  instructed  S  years.  "  Last  winter  all  the 
pupils  went  to  the  city  hotel,  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  come 
here  and  saw  them,  and  the  preacher  addressed  us,  and  they  thank- 
ed to  Mr.  Jennings." 

11th  scholar,  aged  13,  instructed  2|  years.  "  Last  winter  all  the 
deaf  and  dumb  went  to  the  city  hotel,  Mr.  Jennings',  and  the  ladies 
thanked  him  for  room." 

12th  scholar,  aged  14,  instructed  4  years.  "  All  the  mutes  last 
winter,  several  gentlemen,  went  to  Mr.  Jennings'  city  hotel.  Those 

Entlemen  and  ladies  sat  on  rows  of  benches.     Mr.  Jennings  coi- 
ned the  money  for  deaf  and  dumb,  they  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jennings9 
candles." 


The  Superintendent  proposed  the  same  questions  to  Geo.  W. 
Loring,  of  the  American  asylum,  at  Hartford ;  to  Darlington  of  .the. 
Pennsylvania  institution,  and  John  H.  Gazlay,  of  the  New- York  in* 
stitution.  In  this  examination  the  Superintendent  wrote  the  ques- 
tion upon  a  sheet  of  paper  and  handed  it  to  the  pupil,  who  wrote 
his  answer  immediately,  under  it.  When  this  was  done,  another 
question  was  written,  and  the  conversation  thus  continued.  In  this 
examination,  the  pupil  was  put  entirely  upon  his  own  resources ; 
he  was  not  forewarned  of  the  question,  or  the  subject  in  relation' to 
which  he  might  be  called  to  answer.  There  could  be  no  special 
preparation  which  would  meet  such  a  case.  In  the  following  pa- 
per, the  question  which  was  put  to  all  the  pupils  is  given,  and  the 
answers  of  each  are  given  in  succession  below,  so  as  to  be  readily 
contrasted. 

1st  question.     Who  first  applied  steam  to  propelling  boats  ? 

Answer  by  Loring.    "  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Robert  Fulton." 

Answer  by  Darlington.    "  I  believe,  R.  Fulton,  esq. 

Answer  by  Gazlay.     "  Fulton." 

2d  question.     Had  steam  previously  been  applied  to  machinery, 
or  for  other  purposes  ? 

[No.  235.]     '  5 
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Answer  by  Loring.  "  If  I  am  not  mistaken  it  was  originally  ap- 
plied to  mechanical  machinery,  and  it  was  James  Watt  who  did  it ; 
*  and  this  led  Mr.  Fulton  to  employ  that  power  to  propel  vessels." 

Answer  by  Darlington.  "  I  think  Fulton  ascertained*  it  by  seeing 
the  lid  of  a  kettle  which  was  moved  by  hot  water  contained  in  it : 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  history  of  steam-boats." 

Answer  by  Gazlay.    "  I  cannot  tell.     I  was  not  informed  that" 

3d  question.     How  many  states  are  there  in  the  Union  ? 

This  was  correctly  answered  by  the  three. 

4th  question.  What  form  of  government  do  you  prefer,  and 
what  are  the  reasons  of  your  preference  ? 

Answer  by  Loring.  "  I  prefer  republicanism  to  all  forma  of  go- 
rvernment,  because  it  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  man ;  for  in 
""republics  the  rights  of  man  are  impartially  considered  and  authori- 
ty distributed  to  persons  who  seem  to  be  best  adapted  for  trust" 

Answer  by  Darlington.  "  Republican,  because  it  has  a  great  ma- 
ny excellent  laws;  no  despotism  exists  in  it;  it  has  been  warm  in 
E reserving  peace  and  preventing  war  with  foreign  nations :  wars 
ave  always  been  produced  by  kings." 

Answer  by  Gazlay.  "  I  understand  it,  canqot  answer.  The  re- 
public is  preferable." 

5th  question.  How  are  the  United  States  governed,  and  how 
are  the  several  states  governed  ? 

Answer  by  Loring.  "  They  are  governed  by  three  distinct  bo- 
dies, the  first  the  legislative  body,  called  congress ;  the  second  the 
judicial  body,  called  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
third  the  executive  body,  which  consists  of  a  president,  a  vice-pre- 
sident and  several  secretaries.  The  several  states  are  each  of 
them  governed  by  a  legislature,  a  council  and  a  governor." 

Answer  by  Darlington.  "  The  former  are  governed  by  their 
president,  and  the  latter  by  their  governor." 

Gazlay  was  asked,  How  are  the  U.  S.  governed  ?  To  which  he 
gave  no  answer ;  and  then,  How  is  this  state  governed  ?  to  which 
no  answer  was  given. 

6th  question*     What  is  love  ? 

Answer  by  Loring.  "  It  is  an  affection  that  we  have  for  objects 
which  charm  us." 

Answer  .by  Darlington.  "  It  in  general  is  a  high  degree  of  es- 
teen>  which  a  person  entertains  for  another,  on  account  of  his  admi- 
rable virtues.  I  think  it  is  a  strong  passion  applied  to.persons  of 
both  sexes." 

Answer  by  Gazlay.    "  It  is  to  treat  with  kindness,  &c." 
7th  question.    What  is  the  difference  between  liberty  and  licen- 
tiousness ? 
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Answer  by  Loring.  "  Liberty  is  lawful  and  decent ;  whereas  li- 
centiousness is  excessive  and  criminal." 

Answer  by  Darlington.  "  Liberty  means  freedom  from  slavery, 
br  which  persons  enjoy  their  rights,  and  are  enabled  to  do  their  bu- 
siness with  success  and  propriety ;  licentiousness  signifies  an  im- 
proper indulgence  in  what  is  produced  by  a  disregard  of  restraint." 

'  Apswer  by  Gazlay.    "  It  is  a  hard  question,  and  therefore  I  can- 
not answer." 


Letter  from  Dr.  Akerly. 

New-York,  16th  June,  1827.   * 
Mr.  A.  C.  Flagg,  Secretary  of  State : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  in  confor- 
mity to  the  act  of  23d  March,  the  directors  of  the  institution  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  have  deposited  $10,000,  and  in  a  few  days  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Milhor  will  be  at  Albany,  with  the  plans  and  necessary  docu- 
ments to  present  to  you  for  your  approbation,  in  order  to  draw  upon 
the  Comptroller  for  the  state  appropriation  of  $10,000.  .The  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  budding  upon  these  plane  wiU  be  within,  or 
not  exceeding  the  $20,000.  The  law  requires  your  approbation  of 
the  plans,  and  the  purchase  of  a  site.  But  in  order  to  preserve  the 
whole  of  our  means  for  the  buildings,  we  have  procured  of  the  cor- 

K>ration  of  the  city  a  leng  lease  of  a  five  acre  lot,  at  a  moderate  rent, 
r.  Milnor  will  present  the  plans  to  you,  as  they  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  our  board  of  directors,  subject  to  such  alteration  of  the  inter- 
nal arrangement  as  may  hereafter  be  found  necessary.  For  this 
furpose  Mr.  Thompson,  the  architect,  and  myself,  will  visit  the 
Pennsylvania  institution  to  ascertain  if  any  improvement  can  be 
made  in  the  interior  of  our  plan.  The  exterior  form  has  been 
adopted,  and  it  is  to  be  a  plain  stone  building,  rough  cast  on  the  out- 
side. The  interior  will  be  finished  plain,  more  lor  use  than  orna- 
ment; and  as  the  whole  of  the  stone  can  be  quarried  on  the  lot  we 
have  obtained,  a  large  and  commodious  buildiug  can  be  erected, 
with  the  necessary  out-houses,  at  a  less  expense  than  was  at  first 
contemplated,  and  within  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated. 

SAMUEL  AKERLY,  Secretary. 


Letter  from  A.  C.  Flagg  to  Dr.  Akerly, 

New- York,  Secretary 
Albany,  July  6,  1827 


State  or  New-York,  Secretary's  Office,  > 


Dr.  Samuel  Akerly  : 

Dear  Sir — I  regret  having  been  absent  when  Dr.  Milnor  visited 
Albany,  as  I  should  have  been  gratified  with  his  explanations  in  re- 
lotion  to  the  conditions  of  the  lease  of  the  premises  on  which  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  the  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

As  the  institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  is 
about  erecting  permanent  and  expensive  buildings,  it  is  very  desi- 
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rabie  that  the  fee  of  the  land  on  which  those. erections  kre  made, 
should  he  vested  in  the  institution,  unshackled  by  rents  or  annual 
charges  of  any  kind.  On  this  point,  the  lease  from  the  corporation 
is  objectionable.  It  is  for  twenty^one  years,  reserving  an  annual 
rent  of  seventy-five  dollars,  for  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  the  last  six  years,  payable  quarterly;  and. if  the 
rents  are  at  any  time  unpaid,  according  to  the  conditions,  for  the 
space  of  twenty  davs,  then  the  corporation  can  re-enter  and  re-pos- 
sess the  same,  as  of  their  former  estate.  There  is  a  covenant  to 
renew  the. lease  for  twenty-one  years,  at  a  rent  to  be  ascertained  by 
.sworn  appraisers ;  and  in  case  no  agreement  be  made  between  the 
parties,  then  the  institution  has  the  privilege,  within  ten  days,  of 
removing  the  materials  of  which  the  buildings  are  composed.-  And 
a  second  covenant  for  renewal  is  specially  excepted  in  the  lease. 
There  is  also  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  institution,  to  deliver  up 
the  possession  of  the  premises  on  the  last  day  of  the  term  demised. 

Is  it  wise  to  apply  the  benevolent  donations  of  the  state  and  of 
individuals,  to  the  erection  of  buildings  for  a  deaf  and  dumb 
school,  on  premises  which  are  not  free  and  clear,  and  perpetually 
set  apart  for  the  objects  of  the  institution  ?  Ought  not  the  build- 
ings to  be  secured  against  the  entanglements  which  might  grow  out 
of  the  conditions  of  the  present  lease  ?  By  the  laws  of  the  state, 
buildings  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  public  instruction,  &c. 
are  exempt  from  taxation,  and  consequently  secured"  against  the 
.casualties  of  being  sold  for  taxes.  It  seems  to  me,  that  the  same 
principle  ought  to  govern  in  this  case,  and  that  the  buildings,  as  far 
as  practicable,  should  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  casualty. 

I  will  be  in  New- York  on  the  12th,  (next  Thursday,)  and  will 
bring  the  plans  with  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 

[The  Superintendent  accordingly  visited  New-Vork,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  his  objections  to  the  directors :  they  made  a  se- 
cond application,  to  the  corporation,  and  obtained  a  gift  of  the  fee  of 
one  acre  of  land  y  and  then  the  Superintendent  approved  of  the 
plan  in  the  following  terms :] 

State  of  New-York,  Secretary's  Office,  \ 
.  *       *        -        Albany,  My  19,  1827.  J 

The  plans  (br  an  asylum  for  Jhe  deaf  and  dumb,  to  be  erected  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  having  been  submitted  to  me  in  compliance 
with  a  provision  in  the  second  section  of  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  building  an  asyliim  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  city  of  New-  • 
York,"  passed  23d  March,  1827,  and  the  corporation  of  New-York 
having  granted  in  fee,  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  institution*  one  acre  of 
land,  on  which  the  buildings  are  to  be  erected,  and  having  leased 
about  four  acres  in  addition,  on  favorable  terms ;  I  hereby  approve 
of  "  the  price  of  the  ground  to  be  purchased,  and  the  plan  of  the 
buildings  to  be  erected." 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 
,'        Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  the  members 
attending  this  House  from  the  county  of  Cayuga, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  Richard- 
son and  others. 

The  select  committee,  consisting  of  the  members  of  this  house 
from  the  county  of  Cayuga,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J. 
Richardson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  that  county,  praying  that  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  (An 
act  to  prevent  horse  racing,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  passed  April 
by  1828,  may  be  extended  and  apply  in  all  respects  to  the  county  of 
Cayuga, 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  the  act  above  named  regulates  the  race  course  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Dutchess,  and  may  be  found  in  the  Laws  of  1828,  page  210. 

From  the  best  consideration  your  committee  have  been  able  to 
give  the  Subject,  they  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioners.  ,,     . 

For  several  years  past,  courses  for  horse  racing  in  the  county  of 
Cayuga,  have  been  kept  up  and  maintained  in  open  violation  of  the 
existing  law  on  the  subject ;  and  it  has  now  by  a  sort  of  common 
consent  among  the  citizens  of  that  county,  been  deemed  dishono- 
rable to  inform  against  the  owners,  projectors,  aiders  and  abettors 
of  such  race  courses,  or  the  owners  of  the  horses  running  races. 

But  there  are  evils  attending  such  unlawful  races  far  greater  and 
more  demoralizing  than  the  mere  trials  of  the  speed  of  horses. 
[No.  236.]  1 
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Gaming,  in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  such  as  cards,  dice  and  wheels 
of  fortune,  are  the  sure  attendants,  and  as  now  practised,  the  insepa- 
rable concomitants  of  su$h  unlawful  races.  These  games  are  play- 
ed  in  the  open  streets  and  fields,  and  managed  by  a  set  of  desperate 
sharpers  and  cheats,  drawing  around  them  and  their  devices?  for 
picking  pockets,  crowds  of  the  unsuspecting  and  credulous  young 
*  men  of  our  country,  who  hazard  and  lose  more  or  less  of  the  earn- 
ings of  honest  industry. 

Gambling  is  not  the  only  vice  and  violation  of  the  laws  attendant 
upon  these  races.  The  sale  of  ardent  spirits  upon  the  course,  and 
the  consequent  intoxication  of  many  of  the  multitude,  follow  in  their 
train. 

Could  these  evils  be  prevented,  these  open  law  breakers  be  re- 
strained, and  a  race  course  established  under  the  control  and  ma- 

'  Mgetnent  of  gentlemen  of  known  honor  and  integrity,  your  commit- 
tee are  convinced  that. the  cause  of  morality  would  be  promoted, 
and  an  encouragement  afforded  to  the  farmers  of  the  rich  and  popu- 

-  lous  tounty  of  Cayuga  to  improve  the  breed  of  that  useful  and  no- 
ble animal,  the  horse. 

Tour  committee  have  looked  into  the  law  regulating  the  Dutchess 
county  course,  and  are  satisfied  with  all  its  provisions :  while  it 
strictly  guards  against  the  illegalities  and  excesses  above  enumera- 
ted, and  provides  for  the  prompt  administration  of  the  laws  by  the 
constituted  authorities,  and  affords  that  encouragement  for  impro- 
ving the  breed  of  horses  sought  for,  it  also  gives  to  the  lovers  of  the 
sports  of  the  turf  their  holyday. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

R.  L.  SMITH,  Chairman. 
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No.  237. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  19,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  911  the  existing 
law  relative  to  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for 
taxes. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  who,  by  a  re- 
solution of  this  house,  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any;  and  if 
any,  what  alteration  or  amendment  is  required  in  the  law  relative  to 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  in  cases  in  which  the  premi- 
ses sold  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 

REPORTED : 

That  sections  eighty-three,  eighty-four,  eighty-five,  eighty-six, 
eighty-seven,  eighty-eight,  of  title  third,  chapter  thirteen,  part 
one,  folio  412,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  contain  the  provisions 
to  which  the  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  called  by  the 
foregoing  resolution.  The  Comptroller,  in  his  late  annual  re- 
port, has  dwelt  fully  upon  the  topics  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion. .  He  has  clearly  and  fully  pointed  out  the  imperfections  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes ;  and 
your  committee  cannot  add  to  the  very  full  and  able  exposition  of 
the  existing  evils  under  the  above  law,  which  the  late  report  of  that 

able  and  faithful  officer  exhibits. 

« 

The  evils  which  manifestly  exist,  and  which  call  for  immediate 
legislative  interposition,  are — 

1st.  That  no  notice  to  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  lands  is  re- 
quired to  be  given  by  the  purchaser,  unless  the  lands  are  actually 
[No.  287.]  1 


Digitized  by  vLjOOQ l€ 


% 

occupied  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  from  the  Comptroller  to  the 
purchaser.  Though  they  may  be  occupied  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 
or  during  the  whole  term  of  the  two  years  given  for  redemption, 
yet  it  would  seem,  that  if  not* actually  occupied  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  and  delivery  of  the  deed,  the  purchaser  is  not  com- 
pellable to  give  notice  to  the  owner.  The  evils  resulting  from 
this  defect  of  our  laws,  will  be  more  apparent  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  time  of  taking  the  deed  is  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  pur- 
chaser, and  that  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  defer  his  application  for  a 
deed  till  he  finds  the  premises  vacant,  and  thus  deprive  the  owner 
of  the  benefit  of  a  notice. 

2dly.  The  notice  can  not  be  given  until  the  land  has  been  con- 
veyed, and  then  the  law  does  not  compel  him  to  serve  a  notice 
upon  the  owner  or  occupant  within  any  fixed  time.  And  according 
to  a  judicial  construction  which  our  supreme  court  have  given  to  the 
sections  above  referred  to,  t^e  owner  has  bo  right  to  pay  his  money 
and  thus  disencumber  his  lands,  until  the  actual  service  of  the  no- 
'tiee.  ;Cases  may  very  readily  be  imagined  in  which  this  discretion 
in  theA purchaser  may  tend  to  very  mischievous  results.  The  pro- 
prietor and  occupantjnay  be  anxiousto  sell  his  lands.  To  effect  an  ad- 
vantageous sale,  he  will  find  it  necessary  to  liberate  them  from  the  in- 
cumbrance created  by  a  tax  sale.  The  purchaser,  aware  of  the  favo- 
rable opportunity  presented  to  the  owner  to  dispose  of  his  lands, 
may  obstinately  refuse  to  give  the  notice  of  his  purchase,  and  thus 
lay  the  foundation  for  their  redemption.  %  He  may  continue  his 
cloud  over  the  owner's  title,  till  his  own  culpable  omission  and  obsti- 
nacy coerce  the  owner  into  a  compromise,  the  terms  of  which  are 
graduated  by  the  owner's  extreme  anxiety  to  sell". 

The  foregoing  are  the  most  striking  evils  that  have  occurred  to 
your  committee.  -Others  of  less  magnitude  exist  in  the  law  to 
which  their  attention  has  been  called,  and  which  your  committee 
propose  to  remedy  by  the  bill  which  they  have,  prepared.  Your 
committee  would  enter  more  fully  into  detail  but  fox  the  able  itoan- 
ner  in  which  they  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Comptroller.  To 
guard  against  the  evils  which  he  has  so  fully  pointed  out,  your  com* 
mittee  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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IN  SENATE, 

March  2, 1830. 


REPORT 

i 

Of  the  Committee  on  State  Prisons,  relative  to  the 
building  of  a  State  Prison  for  the  confinement  and 
employment  of  Female  Convicts. 

The  committee  upon  slate  prisons  herewith  ».  * 

report- 
To  the  Senate,  an  act  authorising  the  building  of  a  state  prison, 
lor  the  confinement  and  employment  of  the  female  convicts  of  this 
•tale. 

The  committee  consider  that  this  plan  of  providing  such  a  peni- 
tentiary, has  already  received  Unsanction  of  the  Legislature ;  they 
will  therefore  have  performed  their  duty,  by  reporting  such  a  bill  as 
in  their  opinion  is  best  calculated  to  carry  such  declared  intention 
into  effect,  and  afcti  by  presenting  in  one  view,  the  various  recom- 
mendations and  reasoning  which  led  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  this  subject,  and  induced  that  body  in  1888,  to  take  the  first  step 
towards  effecting  this  most  interesting  and  humane  project. 

In  1828,  Governor  Clinton  in  his  annual  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, notices  this  project  in  these  words.  "  The  establishment  of  a 
special  penitentiary  for  female  convicts,  is  deemed  an  object  worthy 
of  your  favorable  consideration  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  public  opin- 
ion, duly  enlightened,  would  sustain  this  measure,  as  coincident 
wifb  the  dearest  principles  of  humanity  and  policy.  In  the  prison 
erecting  at  Mount  Pleasant,  no  provision,  I  am  told,  is  made  for  the 
separate  confinement,  employment  and 'government  of  females.    No 
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such  arrangements  are  established  at  Auburn,  nor  can  they  be  effected 
without  an  expense  equal  to  the  erection  of  a  new  edifice.  In  the 
prison  atNew-York,alarge  number  of  female  convicts  are  incarcerat- 
ed. In  the  time  intervening  between  the  abandonment  of  that  pri- 
son, and  the  transfer  of  the  occupants  to  the  new  one  at  Mount- 
Pleasant,  a  provision  adequate  to  the  exigency,  ought  to  be  made. 
Female  convicts  are  rare  in  the  counties,  and  there  are  but  few  at 
Auburn.  After  the  relinquishment  of  the  state  prison  in  New- York, 
they  must  be  accommodated  in  the  local  or  county  prisons,  or  con- 
fined in  the  two  state  penitentiaries,  with  the  male  convicts,  or  plac- 
ed in  an  asylum  provided  for  the  express  purpose.  The  last  resort 
is  certainly  most  worthy  of  the  character  of  the  state,  and  best  adapt- 
ed to  the  spirit  of  the  age." 

The  condition  of  the  female  convicts  at  Auburn,  is  thus  depicted 
in  the  agent's  annual  report  of  that  year : 

"  The  females  are  all  put  together  in  the  attic  story  of  the  south 
wing,  and  the  steward  and  keeper  of  the  kitchen  department  has  the 
charge  of  this  also.  They  are  employed  mainly  in  picking  wool, 
knitting  and  spooling,  although  to  very  little  advantage,  as  no  means 
of  coercion  can  be  adopted,  nor  any  restraint  upon  conversation  with 
each  other,  they  being  left  alone  ;  except  once  a  day,  when  the  said 
steward  goes  with  three  of  his  kitchen  convicts,  and  takes  their  ra- 
tions and  other  supplies,  and  orders  out  the  work  they  may  have 
done,  and  other  things  that  become  daily  requisite.  They  are  visi- 
ted by  the  physician  when  sick,  and  sometimes  by  the  chaplain." 

He  further  remarks  u'pon  this  subject :  "  It  is  a  subjeet  of  surprise, 
that  in  this  enlightened  and  christian  age,  female  convicts  should  be 
confined  in  the  penitentiary,  with  male  convicts ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  distant,  when  that  wretched  class  of  beings,  shall  be 
placed  in  a  separate  asylum,  where  by  the  aid  of  matrons,  and  solita- 
ry confinement  at  night,  they  may  have  some  chance  of  improve- 
ment." 

The  very  intelligent  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of 
that  year,  in  their  report  upon  this  part  of  the  Governor's  message, 
present  the  following,  as  the  views  of  that  joint  committee : 

"  That  they  fully  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernor in  his  message,  as  to  the  humanity  and  policy  of  a  separate 
establishment  for  the  *  confinement,  employment  and  government  of 
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females,'  This  important  branch  of  our  penitentiary  system,  has 
been  hitherto  neglected,  probably  on  account  of  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  female  convicts,  and  the  impression,  which  it  is  to 
be  hoped  hassbeen  erroneously  formed,  that  reformation  in  female 
convicts,  can  rarely,  if  ever  be  effected.  Similar  impressions  for* 
merly  prevailed,  as  to  male  convicts,  and  practically,  a  sentence  to 
the  state  prison  was  a  moral  and  civil  death  to  the  victim  of  misfor- 
tune and  crime.  Most  happily  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  this  illu- 
sion has  been  dispelled.  Under  our  present  rigorous,  but  more  hu- 
mane system  of  prison  discipline,  reformation,  which  charity  distin- 
guishes as  the  first  object  of  human  punishment,  is  often  effected, 
and  the  convict  restored,  partially,  at  least,  to  the  confidence  of  his 
former  friends. 

u  From  the  system  hitherto  pursued  with  female  convicts,  no  such 
benefits  could  be  expected.  They  have  been  crowded  together  in 
the  aame  apartments — excluded  from  all  intercourse  with  the  repu-, 
table  part  of  their  sex — compelled  to  associate  only  with  criminals  ; 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  are  finally  discharged  from  prison,  adepts 
in  Vice,  and  destitute  of  every  moral  principle.  The  system  which 
the  committee  recommend,  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in 
separate  apartments,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopt- 
ed with  males,  placed  under  the  charge  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  ex- 
cluded from  all  associations  with  each  other.  Although  the  hope  of 
reformation  in  that  class  of  females,  whose  crimes  merit  so  severe  a 
punishment,  may  be  regarded  as  remote,  yet  possibility  of  reform 
exists  even  in  relation  to  them.  There  are  many  of  this  class, 
whose  misfortunes  may  be  traced — to  the  neglect  of  moral  instruc- 
tion, either  by  parental  precept  or  example — the  seductions  of  the 
artful  and  the  vicious — the  precipitate  abandonment  of  friends — 
and  despair,  and  often  absolute  distress,  drives  them  to  a  consum- 
mation of  their  guilt  and  infamy.  To  such,  the  kindness  and  sympa- 
thy, and  moral  instruction  of  a  reputable  matron  might  be  profitably 
applied.  The  experiment  is  at  least  worthy  of  a  trial,  and  should 
it  prove  successful,  as  we  are  informed  it  has  in  a  neighboring  state, 
we  shall  be  richly  rewarded  for  the  inconsiderable  expenditure 
trhieh  will  be  required." 

The  committee  further  state,  that  "  there  are  now  in  the  New- 
York  prison,  34  females,  and  in  the  Auburn  prison,  17.  Of  these 
IS  are  white,  and  38  coloured.  This  great  disparity  is  probably 
attributable  to  the  ignorance  and  degradation  of  the  colored  popular 
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tion ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  the  disparity  will  be  hereafter 
greatly  increased,  by  the  general  emancipation  which  has  recently 
taken  place.  It  is  however,  hoped,  that  the  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  and  the  efforts  of  humane  and  charitable  societies,  form- 
ed in  many  parts  of  the  state,  will  prevent  an  increase  of  female  con- 
victs, in  any  degree  proportioned  to  our  increase  of  population." 

That  committee,  in  pursuance  of  their  views  on  this  and  other 
matters  connected  with  our  state  prisons,  brought  in  a  bill,  which 
was  passed  into  a  law,  providing  and  directing  the  commissioners  for 
building  the  new  prison  at  Sing-Sing,  to  cause  a  plan,  and  estimate 
of  probable  cost,  to  be  made,  of  a  prison  for  female  convicts,  to  be 
erected  at  Mount-Pleasant,  and  report  the  same,  &c.  to  the  next 
Legislature. 

This  plan  and  estimate,  were  procured,  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nate at  their  last  session,  and  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
upon  state  prisons,  who  in  a  report  submitted  by  them,  to  the  Se- 
nate, remark  as  follows : 

"  The  commissioners,  in  further  execution  of  the  law  of  last  winter, 
have  procured  a  plan  and  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  prison 
for  female  convicts,  to  be  erected  at  Mount-Pleasant,  which  are  des- 
cribed in  their  report.  [This  report  is  found  in  the  Senate  journal 
of  1829,  commencing  at  page  38,  and  the  particular  description  of 
the  plan,  commences  at  page  45.]  One  estimate  by  a  master  build- 
er in  New- York,  contemplates,  that  the  builder  shall  furnish  all 
the  labor  and  materials,  except  stone,  and  amounts  to  $51,912,15, 
The  other  estimate,  by  the  head  mechanics  at  the  Mount-Pleasant 
prison,  all  the  labor  to  be  done  by  the  convicts,  is  stated  at  $38,673 
87,  of  which  the  sum  of  $5,159  91,  for  materials,  and  the  remainder 
is  the  estimated  value  of  the  labour  of  the  convicts.  The  commit- 
tee," however,  remark,  "  that  in  view  of  the  labour,  the  means  of 
profitable  employment,  and  the  required  seclusion  of  these  female 
convicts  from  the  males,  but  more  especially  in  hopes  of  their  re- 
formation, entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  proposed  prison  should  not 
be  attached  to  either  of  the  present  institutions,  and  accordingly 
their  attention  has  been  engaged,  and  their  exertions  have  been  di- 
rected to  interest  the  benevolent  individuals  of  some  of  the  princi- 
ple places  upon  the  North  River,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the 
location  of  such  prison  in  their  vicinity.  Such  application,  origina- 
ting from  the  charitable  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  reformation  of 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


these  wretched  individuals,  by  their  personal  attention,  and  by  sus- 
taining and  encouragiag  the  matrons  and  female  keepers,  who  most 
have  these  convicts  in  charge,  should,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  commit* 
tee,  received  a  favourable  notice  from  the  Legislature.  If  no  such 
application  should  be  made,  the  question  will  remain  with  the  Le- 
gislature, to  decide  what  further  shall  be  done  on  this  interesting 
and  embarrassing  subject." 

The  Senate  and  Assembly,  concurring  with  the  committee  in  thpir 
views  thus  presented,  the  same  general  opinion  as  to  the  location . 
having  been  submitted  by  the  commissioners  in  their  annual  report, 
referred  back  the  subject  of  locating  a  prison  for  female  convicts  to 
the  same  eomrntssioners',  directing  them,  by  a  concurrent  resolution, 
u  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms  a  site  could  be  obtained,  and  a  suita- 
ble prison  built,  in  the  vicinity  of  some  one  of  the  populous  villages 
or  cities  of  this  state,  which  should  combine  suitable  employment 
with  moral  instruction,  and  the  superintending  care  of  benevolent  fe- 
males, and  to  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  the  (then)  next 
Legislature." 

The  commissioners,  in  their  annual  report  to  this  Legislature, 
have  reported  their  proceedings  upon  this  concurrent  resolution,  in 
these  words : 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  the  commissioners  have  examin- 
ed grounds  in  the  city  of  Troy,  and  in  the  village  of  Utica,  where 
several  eligible  situations  may  be  had  for  this  purpose,  as  designated 
on  the  maps  of  these  places  respectively,  which  accompany  this  re- 
port. At  Utica  the  commissioners  have  been  offered  two  parcels  of 
land  of  two  acres  each,  and  one  of  four  acres,  either  of  them  to  be 
granted  to  the  state  in  fee,  free  of  expense,  upon  condition  that  the 
prison  shall  be  built  on  it.  Either  of  the  two  acre  lots  are  better 
situated  for  the  prison  than  the  four  acre  lot,  and  should  be  taken  in 
preference.  At  Troy  the  commissioners  have  also  been  offered  a 
plot  of  ground  of  two  acres,  in  a  convenient  situation  for  locating  the 
prison,  which  will  be  granted  also  to  the  state  free  of  expense,  opoti 
condition  that  the  prison  shall  be  built  on  it.  They  have  been  of- 
fered also  a  block  of  fourteen  building  lots,  of  fifty  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty  each,  containing  together  about  two  and  a  quarter  acres 
of  ground,  surrounded  on  every  side  by  streets  already  laid  out,  the 
consideration  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  per  lot.  Twelve 
of  these  lots  are  sufficient  for  the  prison  and  yard,  but  it  wouftlhave 
it  with  streets  only  on  three-sides. 
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The  expense  of  erecting  the  necessary  building  and  wall  at  either 
Troy  or  Utica,  will  be  nearly  the  same  in  the  one  as  in  the  other. 
At  Troy  the  estimates  of  several  respectable  builders  amounts  to 
from  $32,000  to  $82,500.  A  contract  could  now  be  closed  and  se- 
curity given,  to  build  at  Troy  a  prison,  with  all  its  appendages, 
agreeable  to  the  plan  and  specification  submitted  to  the  legislature 
at  their  last  session,  at  $32,600 ;  and  if  a  contract  could  now  be  of- 
fered to  build,  or  for  sealed  proposals  to  build,  it  is  not  doubted  but 
that  it  might  be  built  for  less,  and  for  a  sum  not  much  if  any  thing 
exceeding  $30,000,  the  contractor  to  find  all  the  materials  and  la- 
bor ;  and  the  commissioners  submit  their  opinion,  that  the  prison, 
if  built  at  all,  and  wherever  built,  ought  to  be  built  by  contract, 
keeping  a  superintendent  present  to  see  that  the  work  shall  be  done 
and  finished  according  to  contract. 

"  The  estimate  from  Utica  states  the  probable  expense  of  building 
at  $30,000,  the  builder  finding  all  the  materials  excepting  the  hard- 
ware, iron  and  iron-work,  and  they  put  the  iron-work  at  12}  cents 
per  pound,  which,  if  added,  would  raise  their  estimate  to  at  least 
$32,500.  But  as  the  expense  of  materials  and  labor  is  much  the 
same  in  both  these  places,  the  cost  of  building  cannot  be  materially 
different  in  either,  and  which  may  be  put,  including  a  suitable  al- 
lowance for  superintendence  in  either  place,  at  from  SO  to  #32,500, 

"  The  citizens  of  both  Troy  and  Utica  discover  a  willingness  to 
have  this  establishment  placed  in  their  respective  vicinities,  provi- 
ded that  the  convicts,  when  discharged  from  the  prison,  shall  be  re- 
turned forthwith  by  the  state  to  the  places  where  they  were  convict- 
ed. And  the  industrious,  moral  and  religious  habits  of  the  citizens 
of  both  places  warrant  reasonable  expectations  that  the  necessary  at- 
tentions for  reclaiming  and  improving  the  convicts  will  not  be  ne- 
glected. The  flourishing  and  growing  condition  of  both  those  places 
also,  renders  it  probable,  that  useful  employment  for  the  convicts 
will  as  readily  be  found  for  them  in  either,  as  in  any  other  which 
can  be  selected.  The  local  situations  of  those  places  must  be  per- 
fectly well  known  to  the  Legislature.  Troy  may  be  somewhat  the 
most  easy  of  access,  still  the  difference  cannot  be  very  material,  nor 
cap  the  expense  of  rations,  clothing,  and  generally  the  maintenance 
and  superintendence  of  the  prison,  be  materially  different  in  cither 
of  those  places ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  by 
the  Legislature  to  build  an  additional  penitentiary  for  female  con- 
victs, the  objects  in  view  may  be  obtained  with  about  equal  facility, 
effect  and  cheapness,  in  either  of  those  places." 
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By  the  commissioners  report,  it  appears  that  there  were  34  fe- 
male convicts  in  the  penitentiary  at  New-York,  on  the  20th  No- 
vember, 1829,  for  whose  keeping,  support  and  maintenance,  the  cor- 
poration of  New- York  is  paid  $100  a-piece,  annually,  out  of  the 
funds  appropriated  to  the  Sing-Sing  prison. 

The  inspectors  of  the  state  prison  at  Auburn  again  refer  to  the ' 
wretched  condition,  in  respect  to  moral  culture,  discipline  and  em- 
ployment of  the  female  convicts  at  that  institution.    Their  number 
aft  that  prison,  on  the  3 1st  December,  1829,  was  23. 

The  aggregate  of  female  convicts  of  the  state,  is,  therefore,  57 ; 
and  when  it  is  noticed  that  only  the  female  convicts  from  the  first 
and  second  senatorial  districts  of  the  state  are  confined  in  New- 
York,  and  the  remainder,  equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  state,  are  sent 
to  Auburn,  the  remark  of  the  late  Gov.  Clinton,  above  quoted,  that 
"  female  convicts  are  rare  in  the  counties,"  will  be  fully  sustained. 

It  is  supposed  by  the  committee  that  the  aggregate  number  of  fe- 
male state  convicts  will  not  materially  vary  from  that  above  stated ; 
but  this  annual  average  is  too  large  to  be  continued  in  their  present 
necessary,  but  most  unfortunate  condition.  The  experiment  so  suc- 
cessfully made  by  the  state  in  the  improvement  of  our  state  prisons, 
in  the  productiveness  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  in  their  govern- 
ment, the  efficacy  of  the  discipline,  and  of  the  reformatory  means 
applied  to  their  moral  and  religious  culture,  while  it  shows  great  ad- 
vances in  the  cause  of  humanity,  as  well  as  in  that  difficult,  and 
hitherto  unattainable,  art  of  governmen,  the  prevention  of  crimes 
without  capital  punishment,  encourages  the  belief  that  much  may  be 
done,  by  similar  means,  upon  female  convicts.  We  have  already 
attained  that  condition  when  the  public  treasury  is  released  from  the 
burden  of  supporting  the  male  convicts  of  the  state,  the  only  appro- 
priations required,  being  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings 
and  appurtenances.  When  they  shall  be  completed,  it  is  confident- 
ly believed,  that  the  funds  of  the  state  will  be  entirely  released  from 
all  calls  on  account  of  the  two  state  prisons,  and  that  a  surplus  will 
be  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  convicts. 

This  result  will  arise  from  a  course  of  government  and  discipline 
which  is  daily  and  hourly  operating  upon  the  habits,  temper,  and 
moral  sense  of  those  subjected  to  it ;  and  the  facts  annually  furnish- 
ed by  the  officers  of  the  Auburn  prison,  already  prove  that  the  re- 
formatory process  of  our  prison  government,  in  numerous  cases,  re- 
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tarns  to  society,  instead  of  the  depredator  upon  individual  fights  and 
property,  despising  all  moral  restraint,  and  trampling  upon  all  the 
principles  and  laws  of  society,  a  healthy  citizen,  whose  habits  are 
corrected,  whose  flagitious  temper  is  reformed,  whose  mind  is  in- 
structed, whose  moral  sense  is  elvated.  He  goes  again  into  society 
disciplined  and  subdued,  with  a  trade  enabling  him  tp  earn  a  subsist- 
ence, and  with  habits  of  order,  regularity  and  obedience,  which  in- 
duce him  to  ply  his  trade  for  such  useful  purpose.  The  sane  thing 
may  be  expected  from  similar  means  correctly  applied  to  the  female 
convicts.  We  do  not  mean  reformation  in  all  cases,  but  in  some; 
we  do  not  promise  ourselves  universal  success,  but  we  hope  for 
some ;  that  many  cases  of  this  class  of  perpetrators  of  crimes  may 
be  saved  from  the  utter  and  absolute  moral  destruction  which  at- 
tends  the  present  mode  of  their  punishment.  Humanity  forbids  die 
idea  of  simple,  unalloyed,  vindictive  punishment  on  the  part  of  the 
government.  Our  own  practice  proves  it  to  be  unnecessary  in  res- 
pect to  males,  and  calls  upon  the  government  to  no  longer  practice 
upon  such  a  principle  in  respect  to  females.  In  respect  to  them, 
however,  this  is  the  only  principle  which  can  be  traced,  so  long  as 
they  are  confined  in  the  same  prison  with  the  males,  subject  only  to 
the  government  and  admonitions  of  male  keepers.  In  such  a  state, 
no  more  can  be  done  for  them  than  to  confine  them  to  their 

eeiis to  keep  them  shut  up,  contaminated  and  contaminating  objects 

of  the  vindictive  power  of  the  government.  If  the  inquiry  could  be 
made  by  any  one,  why  this  is  so,  it  is  answered  by  the  fact,  that 
male  keepers  are  not  fit  for  the  duty  of  instructing  or  disciplining  fe- 
males of  this  class,  and  can  do  no  more  than  keep  them  confined  to 
the  apartments  provided.  If  it  be  suggested  that  female  keepers 
could  be  provided  at  the  prisons  for  male  convicts,  the  answer  is.  at 
band, that  no  benefit  can  result  except  from  the  care,  superinten- 
dence, instruction  and  government  of  females,possessing  the  requi- 
site qualifications,  of  a  high  sense  of  propriety,  and  of  their  own  va- 
lue ;  and  spch  will  not  go  into  prisons  for  male  convicts  to  perform 
the  unceasing  duties  which  such  places  will  require  of  them.  Be- 
sides, it  requires  no  reasons  to  be  adduced  to  satisfy  any  well  in- 
formed mind,  that  an  entire  separation  of  the  sexes  is  necessary  to 
produce  the  impressions  upon  these  convicts,  which  a  well  regula- 
ted and  exclusive  reformatory  system  of  discipline  and  government 
is  calculated  to  create. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that  the  committee  fully  agree,  in  opin- 
ion with,  the  opinion  expressed,  as  above  quoted,  by  the  joint  corn- 
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mitteeof  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  in  1888.  "  The  system  which 
the  committee  recommend  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in  se- 
parate apartments,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopted 
with  itiales,  placed  under  the  charge  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  exclu- 
ded from  each  other,"  and  that  this  can  only*  be  done  beneficially 
in  a  separate  penitentiary  for  females. 

The  law  herewith  submitted,  adopts  the  plan  which  seems  to  the 
committee  well  arranged,  and  the  estimates  of  the  commissioners, 
procured  under  the  law  of  1888 ;  providing,  however,  for  such  al- 
terations as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  reference  to  the  site  to  be 
procured.  The  committee  propose  that  the  final  location  should  be 
left  discretionary  with  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed,  who  must 
necessarily  close  the  contract,  notwithstanding  the  information  fur- 
nished under  the  joint  resolution  of  1829.  They  also  propose  to 
leave  this  discretion  unlimited,  except  that  the  location  shall  be 
made  in  some  one  of  the  cities  of  this  state,  or  in  the  village  of  Uti- 
c* :  believing  that,  although  the  greater  number  of  convicts  from  the 
cities  upon  the  Hudson,  including  New-Tork,  the  ready  intercourse 
by  that  river,  of  the  citizens  of  all  those  cities,  affording  probable 
means  of  employment  for  the  convicts,  and  the  cheapest  mode  of 
"  returning  them  to  the  places  where  they  were  convicted,"  and  va- 
rious other  considerations  indicate  the  advantage  of  a  location  upon 
the  Hudson  river,  yet  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  safely  entrust- 
ed to  the  new  board,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  state,  as  well  as  of 
the  institution,  may  be  subserved  by  so  wide  a  range  for  selection. 


[No.  238.] 
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No,  239. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 
REPORT 


Of  the  Comptroller,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes.9 


99 


Comptroller's  Office, 
Albany,  March  4, 1830. 

The  Honorable  Erasmus  Root, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

SIR— 

Herewith,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  upon  the  bill,  en- 
titled. "  An  act  concerning  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes,"  referred  to 
this  office  by  the  honorable  the  Assembly,  on  the  13th  February 
last 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 


[No.  839.] 
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REPORT,  &c. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 
Comptroller's  Office. 

The  Comptroller,  to  whom  has  been  referred,  by  the  honorable 
the  Assembly,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  sale  of 
land  for  taxes," 

Respectfully  reports  : 

That  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  only  affects  the  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  Senate  districts,  as  its  provisions  are  only 
extended  to  those  districts;  but  its  object  is  to  make  an  entire 
change,  within  those  districts,  in  the  place  of  pale  of  lanjls  for  ar- 
rears of  taxes ;  and,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  have  all 
such  sales  made  in  the  counties  respectively,  where  the  lands  to  be 
sold  may  be  situate. 

The  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  returned  to  this  office  for 
the  non-payment  of  taxes,  is  one  very  little  understood  by  the  pub- 
lic generally,  and  the  difficulties  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  those 
returns,  accompanied  with  an  intelligible  description  of  the  lands 
charged  with  any  given  tax,  is  much  less  understood.  Hence,  it 
will  be  found  that  any  material  change  in  the  mode  of  selling,  and 
particularly,  any  considerable  multiplication  of  the  number  of 
agents  to  be  employed  in  making  the  sales,  and,  especially,  if  those 
additional  agents  are  to  be  so  employed,  without  the  possibility  of 
acquiring  the  requisite  information  to  enable  them  to  understand  the 
business  in  which  they  are  employed,  and  without  any  previous 
experience  in  the  manner  of  keeping  the  tax  books,  or  in  the  mode 
of  conducting  those  sales,  will  be  likely  to  produce  serious  if  not 
irremediable  confusion,  and  very  much  to  endanger,  not  only  the 
interests  of  the  state  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  but  the  safety 
of  the  titles  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  charged  with  unpaid 
taxes.  That  difficulties  exist  in  the  present  system  of  selling  lands 
for  taxes,  is  no  doubt  true ;  and  that  cases  of  individual  hardship 
grow  out  of  these  sales,  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  experience 
derived  from  every  sale  which  has  ever,  taken  place.     But  that 
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these  eases  are  more  frequent  than  in  other  transactions  of  busi- 
ness equally  complicated,  and  passing  through  the  same  number  of 
hands,  and  with  the  same  impossibility  of  arriving  at  perfect  accu- 
racy, and  of  avoiding  all  mistake  and  all  error,  is  not  believed. 

It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  assessments  for  all  the  state  and 
county  taxes  returned  to  this  office,  are  made  in  the  town  respec- 
tively where  the  lands  are  situate,  and  by  officers  chosen  for  that 
purpose  by  the  persons  to  be  taxed,  except  as  to  owners  of  non- 
resident lands.  Three  of  these  officers  are  chosen  for  each  town, 
and  their  local  information  in  their  different  districts  or  sections,  is 
combined  with  the  information  they  can  obtain  from  the  records  of 
their *town,  from  the  several  individuals  assessed,  and  from  other 
sources,  to  produce  a  correct  description  of  the  lands.  They  then 
meet  together,  and  the  collected  information  and  judgment  of  the 
board  of  assessors  is  employed  in  making  out  the  assessment  roll 
for  their  town.  A  fair  copy  of.  this  roll,  thus  made,  is  left  with  one 
of  their  number,  and  public  notice  is  given,  for  the  period  of  twenty 
days,  of  the  place  at  which  the  said  copy  may  be  seen  and  examin- 
ed by  all  the  personB  interested  in  it,  or  who  may  be  desirous  of 
examining  it;  and  also  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
board  of  assessors,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  twenty  days,  to 
revietr  the  said  roll,  upon  the  application  of  any  person  u  consider* 
ing  himself  aggrieved." 

These*  are  the  precautions  now  secured  by  the  law,  to  insure  a 
correct  assessment  of  property  liable  to  be  taxed,  and  an  exemption 
tt  property  not  liable. 

After  this  review  and  correction  of  each  assessment  roll  by  the 
assessors  of  the  several  towns,  the  roll  thus  corrected  is  delivered 
to  the  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  by  him  presented  to  the  super- 
visors of  the  county,  at  their  annual  meeting.  This  body  again  are 
expressly  required,  "  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  descriptions 
of  the  lands  of  non-residents,  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  such 
descriptions  conformable  to  the  provisions  of  this  chapter;"  (mean* 
ing  the  tax  law;)  "and  if  sueh  alterations  cannot  be  made,  they 
shall  expunge  the  descriptions  of  such  lands,  and  the  assessments 
thereon,  from  the  assessment  rolls."  (See  chapter  thirteen,  title 
second,  section  thirty-second,  part  first,  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

To  perform  this  duty,  there  is  a  body  of  men,  consisting  of  one 
from  each  town  in  every  county,  selected  by  his  town  to  hold  the 
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lift  and  most  responsible  office  in  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  obser- 
vation will  prove  these  selections  to  be  of  the  most  judicious  cha- 
racter. Here,  then,  is  a  collection  of  local  information  from  every 
town  in  each  county,  as  wqII  as  a  collection  of  discreet  and  thinking 
men,  under  whose  supervision  these  assessment  rolls  are  all  to  pass, 
with  especial  reference  to  the  lands  liable  to  be  returned  to  this 
office,  and  consequently  to  be  sold  for  taxes. 

From  this  scrutiny,  each  assessment  roll,  with  the  amount  of  tax 
imposed  upon  each  individual  or  lot  of  land  mentioned  upon  it,  goes 
into  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  the  town  of  which  it  is  the  as- 
sessment. The  collection  of  the  resident  tax  compels  him  to  call 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  interest  of  each  indi- 
vidual, when  paying  his  tax,  would  seem  to  be  a  direct  inducement 
to  him  to  examine  the  property  upon  which  he  pays,  and  to»see  that 
it  receives  the  credit  of  his  payment. 

After  the  collections  are  completed,  the  collector  makes  his  re- 
turn to  the  treasurer  of  his  county.  If  any  taxes  upon  his  roll 
remain  uncollected,  he  is  to  make  an  account  of  them  upon  oath, 
setting  forth  the  taxes  and  the  property  upon  which  they  are  re- 
spectively charged ;  that  they  remain  unpaid,  and  that  he  has  not 
been  able  to  levy  and  collect  the  same ;  upon  the  delivery  of  which 
account,  so  made  upon  his  oath,  to  the  county  treasurer,  he  is  to 
receive  credit  for  such  unpaid  taxes.  It  is  then  the  4uty  of  the 
county  treasurer  to  compare  such  account  of  unpaid  taxes,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  contains  the  account  of  those  taxes  assessed  upon 
the  lands  of  non-residents,  with  the  original  assessment  roll  of  the 
town  in  which  the  lands  are  situate ;  and,  if  he  finds  it  to  be  a  true 
transcript  thereof,  to  add  to  it  his  certificate,  showing  that  he  has 
compared  the  account  with  the  assessment  roll,  and  found  the  same 
to  be  correct  He  then  is  to  send  the  account,  with  the  affidavit  of 
the  collector  and  his  own  certificate  of  its  correctness,  to  the  Comp- 
troller's office. 

These  accounts  of  unpaid  taxes  upon  the  lands  of  non-residents, 
being  received  at  the  Comptroller's  office,  are.  carefully  examined, 
and  the  descriptions  of  the  several  lots  and  pieces  of  land  mention- 
ed in  those  accounts  are  carefully  compared  witji  such  maps  and 
surveys  of  the  several  townships,  tracts,  and  patents  of  the  lands, 
as  are  on  file  in  this  office,  and  as  are  to  be  obtained ;  and  if  any  of 
the  descriptions. are  found,  upon  this  comparison,  defective  or  erro- 
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neous,  the  taxes  upon  such  lots  are  rejected ;  while  such  lots  and 
tracts  as  are  believed  to,  be  well  described,  together  with  the  taxes 
assessed  thereon,  are  entered  upon  the  books  of  this  office ;  and 
thus  is  formed  what  is  denominated  the  tax  book  of  each  year. 

These  are  the  guards  furnished  by  the  present  tax  law  against 
mistaken  descriptions  and  erroneous  assessments.  The  bill  referred 
proposes,  and  as  it  is  understood,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the 
safety  of  the  proprietors  of  non-resident  lands,  to  hold  the  sales  of 
those  lands,  for  the  taxes  chargeable  upon  them,  in  the  several 
counties  where  the  lands  may  be  situate. 

In  order  to  determine  how  far  this  change  from  the  present  mode 
of  collecting  these  taxes,  will  be  calculated  to  promote  the  object 
designed,  it  will  be  necessary  not  only  to  consider  the  guards  before 
mentioned,  thrown,  by  the  present  law,  around  the  rights  of  these 
individuals,  but  also  to  examine  the  alterations  which  will  be  pro- 
duced in  the  various  steps  to  be  taken  subsequent  to  the  time  of 
completing  the  tax  book,  and  before  the  completion  of  a  sale  for 
arrears  of  taxes.  The  present  tax  law  evidently  contemplates  a 
sale  once  in  two  years ;  but  it  will  be  seen,  by  an  examination  of 
the  different  provisions  of  the  law,  that  so  frequent  sales  are  nearly 
impracticable,  and  that,  if  attempted,  they  would  prove  a  severe 
burden  upon  the  purchasers  at  those  sales,  and  be  likely  to  produce 
great  confusion  in  the  titles  to  lands  charged  with  taxes  and  return- 
ed to  this  office. 

..  When  a  sale  for  taxes  is  to  take  place,  the  first  business,  with  re- 
ference to  it,  in  this  office,  is  to  make  a  transcript,  from  the  tax 
books  of  the  several  years,  the  taxes  for  which  are  to  be  included 
in  the  sale,  of  all  the  taxes  which  have  not  been  paid  at  the  time  of 
making  the  transcript.  The  amount  of  this  labor  may  be  estimated 
from  the  fact  that  the  tax  book  for  each  year  is  a  volume  of  the 
largest  leger  size,  and  containing  about  one  thousand  pages ;  and 
tone  such  volume  is  to  be  transcribed  for  the  taxes  of  each  year  in- 
cluded in  the  sale. 

The  object  of  making  this  transcript  is  to  bring  all  the  taxes  upon 
the  same  lot  together ;  and  consequently  it  will  be  seen,  that,  in 
making  it,  the  labpr  is  much  increased  by  having  to  resort  to  the 
book  of  each  year  for  every  lot  copied  into  it.  This  being  done, 
and  carefully  compared  with  the  original  books  and  corrected,  the 
book  denominated  the  sales  book  is  commenced.    This  is  made 
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from  the  transcripts,  upon  paper  of  the  same  size  with  the  tax  book, 
properly  ruled  and  prepared,  leaving  opposite  to  the  entry  of  each 
lot,  the  necessary  blank  columns,  to  make  the  entry  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax,  if  it  take?  place  before  the  sale ;  or  of  the  tax,  the 
interest,  the  charges,  and  the  total  for  which  a  sale  is  to  be  made, 
of  the  part  of  the  lot  sold,  of  the  number  of  acres  sold,  and  of  the 
name  of  the  purchaser,  in  ease  the  tax  is  not  paid  before  the  sale ; 
and  of  the  time  of  redemption,  the  name  of  the  person  redeeming, 
and  the  amount  paid  to  redeem  the  same,  in  case  the  part  sold  is 
redeemed ;  all  these  entries  being  made  in  separate  columns.  The 
whole  transcript  is  copied  on  to  sheets  prepared  in  this  manner,  and 
when  bound,  they  did  for  the  last  sale,  and  do  for  the  next,  consti- 
tute four  volumes  of  about  five  hundred  double  pages  each. 

Prom  these  books,  thus  prepared,  what  is  called  the  tax  adver- 
tisement is  made,  it  being  a  mere  abstract  from  the  sales  book,  con- 
taining the  number  and  some  very  concise  and  abbreviated  descrip- 
tion of  each  tract  and  of  each  lot,  the  greatest  number  of  acres  re- 
turned for  taxes  in  any  one  of  the  years  to  be  included  in  the  sale, 
and  some  designation  of  the  part  of  the  lot  returned  when  but  part 
has  been  returned,  or  of  the  part  charged  with  taxes  where  part 
has  been  paid.  But  this  advertisement  does  not  contain  any  men- 
tion of  the  amount  of  taxes,  interest,  or  cost,  chargeable  upon  any 
lot,  or  of  the  years  for  which  those  taxes  have  been  assessed.  It 
is  intended  as  a  notice  to  the  owner  of  the  lands,  that  taxes  are  un- 
paid upon  the  lots  mentioned  in  it,  and  that  sales  will  be  made  for 
the  arrears,  if  they  are  not  paid  within  the  period  specified  in  the 
notice ;  but  it  has  not  been-  expected,  by  these  advertisements,  to 
give  to  the  person  interested,  more  minute  information  than  is  ne- 
cessary to  warn  him  of  his  danger,  and  to  lead  him  to  the  place  of 
payment,  where  additional  information  is  to  be  found.  To  give 
these  particulars  in  the  notice,  would  add  to  its  bulk  in  a  ratio  at 
least  equal  to  its  present  size,  for  every  year's  tax  included  in  it, 
and  would  consequently  add,  in  the  same  ratio,  to  the  expense  of 
publishing  and  distributing  the  pamphlets,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
lands  advertised.  Copies  of  the  notices  for  the  coming  sale  have 
been  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  from 
which  they  can  judge  of  the  present  size  of  these  notices,  and  con- 
sequently of  the  inconvenience  of  enlarging  them. 

Copies  of  these  tax  advertisements  ate  now  sent  to  every  county 
treasurer,  and  to  every  town  clerk,  in  the  state,  at  least  eighteen 
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week*  before  the  sale  is  to  commence,  and  notices  jure  inserted  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  in  every  county,  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  informing  the  publie  that  these  advertisements  are  in  the  oflir 
ees  of  the  county  treasurers  and  town  cjerks,  and  when  the  3*les 
will  commence.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  every 
town  clerk,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  of  his  towq,  to  give  notice 
at  the  opening  thereof,  that  the  lists  or  advertisements  are  deposit- 
ed in  his  office,  and  that  they  may  be  there  seen  and  examined,  at 
all  reasonable  hours,  free  of  expense. 

Such  are  the  measures  now  to  be  taken,  to  put  the  proprietors  of 
lands  'Upon  their  guard  against  sales  for  arrears  of  taxes,  and  the 
foregoing  concise  history  of  the  preparations  for  one  of  these  sales, 
will  give  some  idea  of  the  labor  to  be  performed  at  this  office,  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  sale.  It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to 
remark,  that ^  in  doing  all  this  labor,  the  utmost  care  and  attention 
is  requisite,  to  avoid  mistakes  in  numbers,  descriptions,  amounts, 
and  quantities,  and  that  the  title  to  lands  may  be  disturbed  by  every 
error.  The  original  returns  from  the  towns,  received  through  the 
county  treasurers,  form  the  basis  of  the  whole  proceeding,  and 
every  increase  of  a  copy  from  them,  or  from  copies  taken  from 
them,  increases  the  danger  of  mistakes. 

At  this  stage  of  the  preparations  for  a  sale,  the  bill  referred  in- 
terposes its  provisions,  and  removes  the  place  of  sale  to  the  county 
where  the  lands  lie. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Comp- 
troller, after  distributing  the  general  pamphlet  advertisement,  in  the 
manner  before  described,  to  the  county  treasurers  and  town  clerks, 
to  "  cause  to  be  published,  once  in  each  week,  for  eight  weeks  sw- 
eessively,  in  one  at  least  of  the  public  newspapers  in  said  county,  a 
list  of  the  lots  of  land  in  that  county,  part  or  all  of  which  are  liable 
to  be  sold  for  taxes ,"  with  the  requisite  notice  of  the  jtime  /of  salt, 
and  fixes  the  place  of  sale  at  the  place  where  the  last  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  the  county  shall  have  been  held.  Ji  compliance  with 
this  provision  would  require  a  copy  of  the  tax  advertisement,  sp 
far  as  it  concerns  the  lands  of  each  county,  to  be  made  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  jmnterk)f  sooie  newspaper  in  the  county,  for  publica- 
tion. This  addition  to  the  labor  of  this  office  would  not  be  very 
important,  as  the  whole  would  constitute  but  one  copy  of  the  whole 
advertisement,  and  perhaps  r  printed  copy  from  the  general  list, 
with  the  mere  addition  of  the  necessary  notice,  might  be  made  to 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


answer  the  purpose.  It  should,  however,  be  provided,  that  no  er- 
ror in  these  newspaper  advertisements  should  be  held  to  vitiate  the 
sale  of  any  part  of  the  lot  in  relation  to  which  the  error  might  ex- 
ist, as  experience  shows  that  the  danger  of  errors  in  setting  the 
types  for  so  difficult  notices  is  by  no  means  less  than  in  making  a 
written  copy  ;  and  as  neither  the  Comptroller  nor  any  of  the  pei> 
sons  in  his  employ,  and  acquainted  with  the  subject,  can  have  an 
opportunity  to  correct  these  proofs,  a  care  never  omitted  in  the 
printing  of  the  general  lists.  The  printing  of  these  advertisements 
would  be  an  expense  in  addition  to  the  expenses  now  incurred  for 
this  object,  with  the  exception  of  the  very  short  notices  above  re- 
ferred to9  as  inserted  in  one  newspaper  in  each  county.  And  as 
the  notice  of  sale  to  be  connected  with  the  list  of  lands  for  each 
county,  would  at  least  equal  the  notice  at  present  required,  the 
publication  of  the  lists  of  lands  in  this  way  may  fairly  be  consider- 
ed as  so  much  added  to  the  expense  of  advertising.  That  some  es- 
timate of  this  expense  may  be  had,  the  Comptroller  has  calculated, 
from  actual  count  of  several  pages,  the  number  of  folio  of  one  hun- 
*  dred  words  each,  contained  in  the  list  of  lands  to  be  sold  at  the  com- 
ing sale ;  and  he  believes  the  number  of  folio  cannot  fall  short  of 
seventeen  hundred.  The  allowance,  by  law,  for  this  printing, 
would  be  fifty  cents  per  folio  for  the  first  insertion,  and  twenty 
cents  each  for  the  remaining  insertions.  The  expense  for  this  list, 
therefore,  if  the  whole  state  were  included,  would  be  as  follows : 

For  printing  1700  folio,  first  insertion,  at  50  cts.       $850  00 
For      «        1700    "      seven    "        at  20  cts.      2,380  00 


Total, $3,230  00 

This  would  be  an  additional  charge  upon  the  lands  advertised. 

The  third  section  of  this  bill  requires,  that  "  at  tl*e  time  and 
place  of  sale  designated  by  the  notice  mentioned  in  the  last  fore- 
going section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurer,  or  in  case 
of  his  inability  to  attend,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  the 
clerk  of  said  county,  to  attend  and  conduct  said  sale  of  lands ;"  and 
then  provides  for  the  continuance  of  the  sale  until  the  whole 
amount  of  taxes  charged  upon  the  lands  are  reaitfld.  It  will  he 
observed,  that  no  provision  has  as  yet  been  made}  and  by  examin- 
ing the  remaining  sections  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  seen  that  none  js 
made,  to  furnish  these  officers*  with  the  information  necessary  to 
render  it  possible  for  them  to  make  these  sales.    If  these  two  sections 
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of  the  law  are  complied  with,  and  nothing  more  is  done,  they  can  only 
be  in  possession  of  the  general  tax  advertisement,  and  of  the  list  of 
the  lands  published  in  their  county  paper.  Neither  of  these,  as  has 
been  shown,  will  contain  the  different  years  for  which  any  piece  of 
land  is  taxed,  the  amount  of  tax  in  each  year,  nor  the  whole  amount 
chargeable  upon  the  respective  lots.  Indeed,  a  sale  cannot*  be 
made  without  a  transcript  of  the  sales  book,  prepared  in  this  office, 
'  in  the  manner  which  has  been  before  described,  and  containing  the 
necessary  blanks,  to  be  filled  as  the  sales  should  progress*  This 
would  be  so  much  labor  added  to  the  present  duties  of  this  office ; 
and  its  magnitude  may  be  judged  from  the  description  of  those 
sales  books,  before  given,  containing,  as  they  do,  more  than  two 
thousand  double  pages  of  the  largest  size  of  leger  paper.  The 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  sending  these  transcripts  to  the 
counties  when  made,  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  special  messen- 
ger, will  be  apparent  from  the  size  of  the  paper,  and  from  the  fact 
that  the  transcript  for  some  single'counties  would  occupy  one  hun- 
dred sheets. 

But  other  difficulties  of  a  more  serious  nature,  exist  in  relation  to 
transferring  these  sales  to  the  counties,  if  the  foregoing  were  obvi- 
ated. A  pressure  of  calls  for  the  payment  of  taxes  is  always  ex- 
perienced, after  the  notices  for  a  sale  are  issued,  and  that  pressure 
will  naturally  increase  as  the  sale  approaches,  and  indeed  to  the 
very  commencement  of  it.  The  receipt  of  payments  would,  how- 
ever, necessarily  be  suspended,  during  the  time  required  to  make 
and  transmit  to  the  counties  the  before  mentioned  transcripts  of  the 
sales  books ;  and  the  performance  of  this  service  would  occupy 
nearly  the  whole  time  between  the  issuing  of  the  public  advertise- 
ments and  the  commencement  of  the  sale1,  with  the  aid  of  all  (he 
hands  which  could  be  employed  in  making  the  transcripts.  No 
payment  of  a  tax  could  be  received  in  the  county,  until  the  trans- 
cript should  be  received  by  the  officer  to  have  charge  of  the  sale, 
as  he  would  not,  till  then,  be  in  possession  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid ;  and  no  payments  could  be  received  at  this  office,  after  the 
tax  to  be  paid  should  have  been  transferred  to  the  transcript,  with- 
out producing  the  danger,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving  and  dis- 
charging the  tax  upon  the  books  of  this  office,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  of  sending  the  lands  upon  which  it  was' charged,  to  the  coun- 
ty, to  be  sold. 
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It  has  been  suggested,  that  the  sales  might  go  on  in  the  counties, 
and  at  the  same  time  payments  continue  to  be  received  at  this  office, 
without  any  considerable  impropriety,  in  as  much  as  if,  when  the 
return  of  sales  should  be  received,  any  of  the  taxes  should  prove  to 
have  been  paid  here,  for  which  sales  had  taken  place  in  the  county, 
the  purchaser  in  the  comity  could  have  his  money  refunded  to  him, 
by  calling  at  the  state  treasury,  as  in  case  of  redemption.  At  first 
view,  this  suggestion  appears  practicable,  but  when'it  is  considered, 
that  the  purchaser  at  the  tax  sale,  receives  no  interest  upon  his  mo- 
ney, paid  for  f  edemption  and  laying  in  the  treasury,  it  might  not  be 
exactly  just  to  him,  to  receive  his  money,  at  a  sale,  merely  to  put 
.  him  to  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  seat  of  government,  to  obtain  the 
same  money  in  return ;  the  tax,  for  which  he  ostensibly  purchased, 
having  been  paid  some  days,  and  perhaps  months  before  the  pur- 
chase. The  charges  of  the  sale  too,  which  are  made  only  upon  the 
lots  sold,  would  in  this  way,  fall  upon  the  state,  as  the  person  pay- 
ing the  tax  before  the  sale,  would  not  be  charged  with  them,  and  the 
purchaser  at  the  sale  would  at  least  be  entitled  to  the  money  he 
should  actually  pay. 

Another  difficulty  however,  would  seem  to  preclude  the  possibili- 
ty of  acting  upon  this  suggestion,  but  which  can  only  be  made  in- 
telligible, by  assuming  a  case/as  illustrative  of  the  difficulty  referred 
to. 

Suppose  a  mile  square  lot,  of  640  acres,  to  be  returned,  charged 
with  taxes,  and  to  be  sent  to  the  county,  upon  the  transcript  from  the 
sales  book  in  this  office,  to  be  sold  for  the  arrears  due  upon  it  In- 
structions would  be  given,  to  sell  from  a  particular  part  or  comer  of 
the  lot,  as  this  has  been,  and  in  all  future  sales  must  be,  necessary 
to  presence  a  uniformity  in  the  entries  in  the  sales  books.  Suppose 
then  further,  that  the  mile  square  lot,  is  the  property  in  severalty 
of  a  number  of  individuals,  though  returned  entire  at  this  office  for 
the  taxes,  a  case  by  no  means  unusual  upon  our  tax  books. 

The  sale  goes  on,  and  50  acres  of  this  lot,  in  a  particular  part  or 
corner,  are  sold  for  the  amount  of  taxes  and  charges  due.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  several  owner  of  this  50  acres,  calls  at  this  office, 
and  pays  the  taxes  upon  his  share  of  this  whole  lot,  being  the  very 
same  50  acres  sold  in  the  county,  for  the  taxes  due  upon  the  whole 
lot.  The  purchaser  at  the  tax  sale,  surely  cannot  hold  any  .of  his 
purchase,  as  in  the  supposed  case,  the  taxes  due  upon  that  part  will 
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hare  been  paid  before  the  sale,  and  of  course  that  part  will  have 
been  discharged  from  liability. 

What  then  would  be  the  power  to  refund  ?  Only  in  the  proportion 
which  the  payment  upon  the  part  upon  which  it  is  made,  bears  to 
the  whole  number  of  acres  charged.  The  result  of  such  a  case 
would  therefore  be,  that  the  purchaser  at  the  tax  sale,  would  buy  50 
acres,  and  would  pay  therefor  the  taxes  and  charges  due  upon  the 
whole  640  acres.  In  the  mean  time  the  owner  of  the  50  acres  sold, 
would  have  paid  the  taxes  thereon,  at  this  office,  and  by  such  pay- 
ment, would  have  discharged  the  said  50  acres,  from  a  liability  to  be 
sold.  The  purchaser  at  the  tax  sale  then  calls  at  this  office,  and 
finding  that  the  taxes  had  been  paid  upon  the  part  of  the  lot  purchas- 
ed by  him,  and  that  therefore  he  could  take  no  land  by  his  purchase, 
makes  his  application  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  paid  by  him 
for  the  purchase. 

He  will  find,  that  of  the  whole  640  acres  charged,  the  taxes  have 
been  paid  upon  but  50  acres,  and  that  no  more  money  can  be  refund- 
ed than  the  sum  paid  in.  He  will  therefore,  instead  of  the  money 
paid  by  him  at  the  sale,  only  obtain  a  portion  of  that  money  as  50  is 
to  640 ;  or  if  the  whole  is  repaid  to  him  out  of  the  treasury,  then 
the  state  either  discharge  the  whole  sum  due  upon  640  acres  ofAland 
for  the  proportion  due  upon  50  acres  of  the  same  land,  or  repay  the 
money  and  hold  the  remaining  590  acres  still  charged  with  their 
proportion  of  the  tax,  to  be  again  collected,  when  some  future  sale 
shall  take  place.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  it  is  believed  that 
this  suggestion  should  not  be  acted  upon. 

After  a  sale  should  take  place  in  any  county,  the  transcript  sent 
from  this  office,  with  the  blanks  filled  according  to  the  facts  trans- 
piring at  the  sale,  would  have  to  be  returned  to  this  office,  to  the 
end  that  the  same  blanks  might  be  filled  in  the  sales  books  in  this 
office.  The  danger  of  errors  in  these  entries,  even  when  made  at 
this  office,  and  by  clerks  acquainted  with  the  business,  has  been 
found  to  be  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  but  when  made  at  a  differ- 
ent office,  and  by  a  different  person  in  each  county,  and  altogether 
by  persons  having  no  acquaintance  with  the  keeping  of  these  ac- 
countant would  seem  to  be  insurmountable'/  It  is  nearly  indispensa- 
ble too,  that  a  perfect  uniformity  should  be  observed,  in  the  manner 
of  making  these  entries,  as  they  must  necessarily  be  made  in  a  very 
abridged  form,  and  this  could  hardly  be  expected,  if  the  sales  are  to 
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be  made  by  so  great  a  number  of  persons  having  no  concert  or 
understanding  wit{i  each  other. 

Other  important  difficulties  might  be  suggested,  in  carrying  the 
principle  of  this  bill  into  effect,  but  the  Comptroller  is  practically  so 
slightly  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  so  fully  sensible  of  his  ina- 
bility to  communicate  these  difficulties  intelligibly  by  writing,  that 
he  refrains  from  enlarging  upon  them,  and  respectfully  suggests,  that 
a  short  examination  of  his  office,  will  give  a  better  view  of  the  sub-' 
ject,  than  can  be  given  in  a  report  to  those  not  now  conversant  with 
the  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  non-resident  taxes  here. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  among  other  things,  provides,  that 
"  if  any  purchaser  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same,"  (allud- 
ing to  his  bids,)  "  when  demanded,  the  person  conducting  such  sale, 
shall  re-sell  the  land."  This  provision,  it  is  believed,  might  be 
found  very  inconvenient  in  practice.  The  person  superintending 
the  sale  might  find  it  very  troublesome  to  make  demand  of  all  the 
persons  bidding  at  the  sale,  and  in  case  mischievous  or  designing  in- 
dividuals should  choose  to  make  feigned  bids,  he  might  find  it  still 
more  troublesome  to  bring  his  sale  to  a  close.  The  present  law  re- 
quires the  bidder  to  pay  bis  money  into  the  treasury  within  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  sale ;  and  in  case  of  failure,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  Comptroller  to  state  an  account  against  him,  and  deliver  it  to 
the  Attorney-General,  who  is  imperatively  required,  forthwith  to 
institute  a  suit  thereon.  To  consider  the  sale  of  each  lot  or  piece  of 
land  contingent  until  the  bid  should  be  demanded  and  payment  re- 
fused, and  to  hold  the  sales  open,  in  order  that  a  re-sale  might  be 
made  in  case  of  non-payment,  would  endanger  the  accuracy  of  the 
accounts,  by  requiring  two  or  more  entries  of  the  sale  of  the  same 
piece  of  land;  would  give  to  the  bidders  great  .advantage,  by  ena- 
bling them,  in  case  competition  had  reduced  the  quantity  of  land 
sold  for  any  given  tax  below  their  wishes,  to  refuse  to  pay  the  bid, 
for  the  very  purpose  of  gaining  another  opportunity  to  make  a  bet- 
ter purchase,  when  the  competitors  might  be  absent;  and  would 
create  a  general  uncertainty,  as  to  every  sale,  entirely  incompatible 
with  accuracy  and  expedition  in  conducting  them. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  bill  is  conformable  in  its  provisions  tojthe 
present  law,  with  the  exception  that  the  certificate  of  sale  is  to  be 
given  by  the  person  who  conducts  the  sale,  instead  of  the  Comp- 
troller.   It  should  be  recollected,  that  each  of  these  certificates  must 
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correspond  exactly  in  its  description  of  the  piece  of  land  sold,  if  a 
whole  lot  or  piece,  as*  returned  with  the  description  of  that  lot  or 
piece  as  entered  in  the  books  of  this  office,  and,  if  but  part  of  such 
lot  or  piece,  must  be  consistent  with  the  description  of  the  whole, 
as  found  upon  these  books,  or  that  no  deed  can  be  given*  The  dan- 
ger of  variances  in  these  descriptions  is  found  to  be  very  considera- 
ble, when  the  sales  are  made  here,  and  the  certificates  are  delivered 
from  this  office.  The  increase  of  this  danger  will  be  estimated  by 
the  Legislature,  when  they  consider  the  change  proposed,  and  the 
great  number  of  persons  who  are  to  give  the  certificates,  all  of  whom 
are  practically  unacquainted  with  the  business  they  are  called  to 
perform. 

The  sixth  section  directs  the  mode  of  making  returns  of  the  sales 
and  of  accounting,  by  the  person  who  shall  conduct  the  sale  in  each 
county.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  inquire  whether  some  sure- 
ty for  the  faithful  execution  of  these  duties,  and  for  the  proper  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  to  be  received,  should  not  be  taken  from 
these  officers.  It  is  supposed  that  the  sureties  of  the  county  trea- 
surers, or  of  the  sheriffs,  given  under  the  existing  laws,  and  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  present  duties,  would  not  be  responsi- 
ble for  any  defaults  which  might  be  made  by  their  principals  in  the 
discharge  of  these  new  duties;  and  the  clerks  of  counties,  if  the 
management  of  the  sales  should  devolve  upon  them,  give  no  bail  for 
any  official  acts.  Still  this  bill,  if  passed,  devolves  upon  the  officer 
who  shall  superintend  any  sale  for  taxes,  a  pecuniary  responsibility 
far  greater,  in  many  of  the  counties,  than  any  now  attached  to  either 
of  the  offices.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  under  the  present 
law  all  payments  at  these  sales  are  made  into  the  treasury ;  that  the 
receipt  obtained  by  the  purchaser,  or  person  paying  a  tax,  is  the 
same  as  is  given  for  any  other  payment  due  to  the  state,  and  goes 
through  the  same  forms  of  check-entry  and  counter-signature  in  this 
office  ;  and  that  no  money  comes  into  the  hands  of  the  person  who 
makes  the  sales.  His  accounts  of  the  sale,  however,  are  checked 
by  those  of  the  treasurer  who  receives  the  bids,  while  the  treasu- 
rer's accounts  are  again  corrected  by  the  entries  at  the  sale,  and  both 
are  to  compare  with  the  tax  and  sales  books.  These  checks  will  be 
lost  if  this  bill  is  passed,  and  the  change  proposed  by  it  made  in  the 
sales,  as  the  duties  both  of  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  will  be  uni- 
ted in  the  same  person ;  and,  although  any  mistakes  he  may  make 
will  finally  be  detected,  when  his  returns  shall  be  made  at  this  of- 
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flee,  jet  it  may  then  be  too  late  to  make  the  corrections  without  in* 
jury  to  the  rights  of  individuals  or  loss  to  the  state.  For  these  rea- 
sons, as  well  as  to  secure  the  making  of  the  returns  and  the  payment 
into  the  treasury  of  the  state  of  the  money  collected,  it  is  respect- 
fully suggested,  that  prudence  might  require  some  guaranty  for  the 
correct  and  faithful  performance  of  these  duties. 

The  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  officer  who  shall  take  charge 
of  these  sales  is  left,  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Comptroller.  Although  it  may-be  difficult  for  the  legislature 
to  fix  upon,  this  compensation,  yet  the  question  is  one  of  so  much  im-  . 
portance  to  the  officers  concerned,  and  so  directly  interesting  to  the 
owners  of  the  lands,  to  be  charged  with  the  amount  allowed,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  and  the  necessity  of  having  that  compensation  uni- 
form, according  to  the  labor  to  be  done  or  the  amount  of  money" to  . 
be  collected,  is  so  great,  that  it  is  respectfully  urged  that  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  legislature  only  ought  to  regulate  the  allowance.  An- 
other and  an  imperative  reason  for  adopting  this  course,  will  be 
found  in  the  consideration  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  must  be  fixed  be- 
fore the  sale,  in  order  that  the  amount  to  be  charged  upon  each  lot, 
and  for  which  it  is  to  be  sold,  may  be  ascertained.  To  do  this  when 
the  sales  are  made  by  the  Comptroller,  is  not  difficult,  inasmuch  as 
the  only  additional  expense  created  by  the  sale,  under  the  present 
system,  is*  the  compensation  paid  to  the  auctioneer  employed  to 
make  the  sales,  who  is  hired  by  the  day  or  by  the  job,  and  at  a  low 
rate  of  compensation,  fixed  by  contract  before  he  enters  upon  the 
service.  The  clericservice  necessary,  and  which  must  be  a  very 
considerable  charge  under  the  proposed  mode  of  selling,  is  now  per- 
formed by  the  clerks  permanently  employed  in  the  comptroller's 
office,  and  for  which  no  charge  is  made  as  part  of  the  expenses  j>f 
the  tax  sale.  The  compensation  to  the  officers  superintending  the 
sales  will  also  be  in  payment  for  services  now  performed  by  the 
Treasurer  and  Comptroller,  and  for  which  no'  charge  is  made  to  the 
lands  to  be  sold.  These  being  new  charges,  to  be  incurred  by  the 
change,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  Legislature  can  as  welt 
fix  their  amount  as  the  Comptroller  can  do  it,  and  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  such  importance  as  to  require  their  sanction. 

Finally,  the  Comptroller  is  clearly  of  the  opinion,  from  the  consi- 
deration which,  during  the  pressure  of  his  official  duties,  he  has 
been  able  to  give  the  whole  subject,  that  the  change  proposed  by 
this  bill  in  the  mode  of  making  sales  of  lands  for  taxes  will  be  found 
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inconvenient  and  dangerous  in  practice  ;  that  it  would  enhance,  ve- 
ry considerably,  the  expenses  of  these  sales ;  that  it  would  contri- 
bute very  little,  if  at  all,  to  the  safety  of  the  proprietors  of  lands 
charged  with  unpaid  taxes,  either  by  calling  their  attention  more  ge- 
nerally to  their  danger,  or  by  enabling  them  more  easily  to  correct 
1  any  errors  or  mistakes  in  the  return  or  description  of  their  lands ; 
that  It  Jtould  diminish  very  materially  the  competition  at  those  sales, 
by  opening  them  at  thirty-seven  places  at  the  same  time  instead  of 
tine,  and  that  the  effect  of  lessening  the  competition  would  be  to  in- 
crease, in  the  same  ratio,  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  sold  to  pay  the 
same  tax ;  and  that  for  these  and  other  reasons  it  would  be  injuri- 
ous father  than  beneficial  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  concerned. 
So  far  as  relates  to  the  correction  of  mistakes  in  the  returns  of  the 
assessors  being  facilitated  by  making  sales  in  the  counties,  the  opi- 
nion above  expressed  is  formed  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that 
the  most  of  those  mistakes  proceed  from  misapprehension  as  to  the 
numbers  and  descriptions  of  lots  by  the  owners  themselves,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  they  do  not  recognize  their  own  lands  when 
they  see  them  advertised ;  and  the  further  fact,  that  as  many  of  those 
mistaken  sales  and  mistaken  returns,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
lots  returned,  are  found  in  the  county  of  Albany,  as  in  any  county 
in  the  state.  He  is,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  few  benefits  would 
be  derived  from  the  passage  of  this  bill  into  a  law,  and  that  great  ad- 
ditional labor  and  expense  would  be  incurred,  and  that  great  evils 
and  incurable  errors  would  be  hazarded  by  it. 

There  is  one  other  subject  which  may  be  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  in  case  they  should  conclude  to  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  bill  referred. 

/  It  has  long  been  customary  to  levy  local  taxes  for  local  objects, 
such  as  making  roads,  draining  swamps  and  the  like,  and  which  cus- 
tom will  probably  be  continued  by  the  Legislature..  In  all  these 
laws  provisions  are  contained  for  the  return  of  the  lands  upon  which 
the  taxes  remain  unpaid,  to  this  office,  and  for  their  advertisement 
and  sale. 

Several  of  these  cases  are  now  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  a 
sale  :  one  is  included  in  the  coming  general  tax  sale,  and  one  other 
-is  now  advertising  in  th*  newspapers.    Other  returns  are  but  just 
made,  and  time  has  not  yet  permitted  the  commencement  of  an  ad- 
vertisement.   It  is  respectfully  suggested,  whether,  if  there  is  a  ne- 
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cessity  for  making  the  general  sales  for  taxes  in  the  counties,  it  does 
not  apply  with  much  more  force  to  these  taxes  which  are  purely  lo- 
cal, and  generally  confined  to  a  few  contiguous  counties,  and  wheth- 
er the  provisions  of  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace these  taxes  also. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  «  -.  > 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jun.  \ 
Dated  Albany ,  4th  March,  \8$0. 
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No  240. 


IN  -ASSEMB^y, 

March  4,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board,  on  the  reference  to  that  Board 
of  the  petition  of  Andrew  P.  Tillman,  by  the 
Hon.  the  Assembly. 

The  canal  board,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  from  the  As- 
sembly in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Andrew  P.  Tillman,  for  extra 
allowance  on  a  contract  for  constructing  divers  locks  on  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  canal,  and  requesting  the  board  to  report  "  what  pro- 
ceedings were  had  by  said  board  upon  the  application  of  said  Till- 
man for  extra  allowance  made  to  him  in  1828,  or  at  any  time  since, 
and  upon  what  principles  said  extra  allowance  was  made ;  and  wheth- 
er said  extra  allowance  was  intended  to  embrace  all  extra  expenses 
and  labor  occasioned  by  the  new  directions  given  by  the  canal  com- 
missioners or  their  agents,  after  the  making  of  the  contract ;  also  all 
such  extra  expenses  and  labor  which  arose  in  consequence  of  the 
work  proving  to  be  of  a  different  character  than  was  contemplated 
by  the  commissioners  or  engineer,  at  the  time  of  making  the  eon* 
tract"— 

RBSPBCTItTLLY  RllPORT — 

That  on  the  19th  of  February,  1828,  the  case  of  Andrew  P.  Till* 
man  for  an  extra  allowance  on  the  contract  of  himself  and  Wilson 
N.  Brown  for  constructing  locks  Nos.  S,  4,  5,  6, 7,  9  and  10,  was 
heard  before  the  canal  boaid.  A  copy  of  the  testimony  taken 
in  the  case,  embracing  the  original  contract  and  the  estimate  of 
the  engineer,  is  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  A.  On  this  testi- 
mony an  allowance  was  made  to  Mr.  Tillman  of  $6,685,  over  and 
above  his  contract  price.    This  allowance  was  made  before  the  eon* 
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tract  was  completed,  and  after  the  petitioner  had  progressed  so  far  as 
*  to  afford  the  engineer  the  means  of  forming,  as  it  was  supposed,  a , 
pretty  fair  estimate  of  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  work 
from  what  was  contemplated  previous  to  the  contract.  And  the  al- 
lowance was  made  prospectively  as  well  as  retrospectively;  and  this 
was  done  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Tillman,  to  enable  him  to  go  on  with 
the  work.  s 

For  a  more  particular  statement  of  the  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  extra  allowance  in  1828,  and  the  principles  upon  which  said  al- 
lowance was  granted,  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  the  acting 
commissioner,  presented  t<?  the  Assembly  in  1829,  and  which  is 
among  the  papers  referred ;  and  also  to  the  estimate  of  the  engineer 
who  superintended  the  completion  of  the  locks. 

After  the  prospective  allowance  above  referred  to,  Mr.  Tillman  in 
completing  the  locks,  encountered  still  further  unforeseen  expenses, 
beyond  the  original  contemplation  of  the  engineer,  and  more  than 
he  expected  when  he  made  the  estimate  on  which  the  allowance  of 
$6,685  was  made ;  and  the  engineer  gave  a  second  estimate  for  .an 
extra  allowance  dated  September  23, 1828,  and  which  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  th6  papers  referred,  is  marked  No.  6.  In  the  fall  of  1828 
or  winter  of  1829,  Mr.  T.  presented  himself  again  before  the  canal 
board,  and  asked  for  a  re-hearing  of  his  case,  which  was  denied  by 
the  board,  in  respect  to  all  such  parts  of  the  contract  as  had  en- 
tered in  the  previous  estimate  of  the  engineer,  and  had  been  acted 
upon  by  the  board.  But  the  petitioner  was  given  to  understand, 
that  a  further  extra  allowance  for  the  difference  in  the  character  of 
tbe  work,  as  estimated  by  the  engineer,  and  which  might  amount  to 
7  or  $800,  would  probably  be  made  by  the  board.  On  this  state 
of  facts  the  petitioner  chose  to  present  his  whole  case  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  withdrew  his  papers. 

By  the  terms  of  the  general  law  the  canal  board  is  prohibited  from 
.  making  any  allowance  in  consequence  of  the  unfavorable  terms  of 
the  contract.  If,  for  example,  a  contract  is  made  to  excavate  rock 
at  twenty-five  cents,  when  in  the  contemplation  of  the  engineer  be- 
fore the  letting,  it  was  worth  fifty-cents;  and  if,  after  the  work  is 
cotnpleted,  the  engineer  estimates  the  actual  cost  at  seventy-five 
tents,  the  canal  board  can  make  an  extra  allowance  of  only  twenty- 
five  cents,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  not  foreseen  by  the  en- 
gineer, and  in  which  case  the  contractor  suffers  a  loss  of  twenty-five 
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tents  per  yard,  in  consequence  of  the  unfavorable  terms  of  his  con- 
tract. 

'J-  In  this  view  of  the  law  the  two  estimates  made  by  the  engineer, 
Mr,  Dennis,  were  "  intended  to  embrace  all  extra  expenses  and  labor 
occasioned  either  by  the  new  directions  given,  or  in  consequence  of 
the  work  proving  to  be  of  a  different  character  from  that  contempla- 
ted by  the  commissioner  or  engineer." 

It  is  believed  by  the  acting  commissioner,  that  the  petitioner  has 
sustained  a  loss  even  beyond  the  allowance  which  could  be  made  to 
him  on  the  last  estimate  of  the  engineer,  but  not  by  any  means  to 
the  amount  set  forth  in  his  petition. 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 
S.  YOUNG, 
H.  SEYMOUR, 
Wm.  C.  BOUCK, 
SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jb., 
GREENE  C.  BRONSON, 
A.  KEYSER. 
Albany,  March  4,  18S0. 
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DOCUMENTS. 


(A.) 


19*4  February,  1828. 


Testimony  taken  by  the  Canal  Board  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Jr.  Tillman,  for  an  extra  allowance  on  his  contract  to 
construct  locks  Nos.  3,  4, 5, 6,  7, 9  and  10,  of  the  Cayuga  and  Se- 
neca canal. 

(Petition  read.) 
Contract  read  in  evidence. 

Statement  of  Noah  Dennis,  engineer,  'marked  B,  admitted,  and 
read  in  evidence. 

Horace  Sexton  was  called,  and  testified — that  he  has  been'  enga- 

Sed  two  years  on  the  canals,  was  in  the  employment  of  the  petitioner 
tiring  the  construction  of  the  locks.  Witness  discontinued  work 
at  the  request  of  the  engineer,  because  the  work  could  not  be  pro- 
perly done. 

Vrm.  C.  Bouck,  canal  commissioner,  was  called,  and  testified— 
that  he  was  not  positive  twenty  cents  per  yard  was  a  sufficient  com- 
pensation for  the  excavation  of  the  lock  pits. 
Whereupon,  on  the  22d  February,  1828, 
The  board  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Andrew  P.  Till- 
man,  over  and  above  the  contract  price  for  the  building  of  locks 
Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 9  and  10,  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  the  sum 
of  {6,685,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  commissioners  pf  the  canal  fund, 
as  the  rtork  progresses,  and  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times  as  Mr. 
Bouck,  acting  canal  commissioner  on  said  canal,  shall  certify. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  28th  day  of  Au- 

Sist  in  the  year  1827,  between  Andrew  P.  Tillman  and  Wilson  N. 
rown,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  canal  commissioners  of  the  state 
of  New- York  of  the  second  part,  Witneseeth,  That  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  covenant  and  engage  to  construct  locks  Nos.  3,  4,  5, 
6, 7,  9  and  10  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  and  excavate  the 
lock-pits,  and  also  construct  sections  Nos.  11  and  12,  make  road- 
bridge  on  section  No.  11,  and  complete  the  locks  by  the  1st  day  of 
November  next,  and  the  sections  by  the  first  day  of  June  next. 
Every  part  of  the  work  comprised  in  this  contract  shall  be  done  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  and  directions  of  the  said  commissioners  or 
either  of  them,  or  of  their  engineers,  and  subject  to  such  alteration, 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  or  either  of  them  shall  direct.  And  the 
said  commissioners  agree  to  pay  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  for 
completing  this  contract,  as  follows,  to  wit :  for  all  necessary  exca- 
vation within  the  banks  of  the  canal  or  under  them,  at  the  rate  of 
9}  cents  per  cubic  yard,  for  embankment  10  cents  yer  cubic  yard, 
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for  grubbing  and  clearing  at  the  rate  of  $1 .75  per  rod  for  sections 
Nos.  11  and  12,  and  $187.50  for  road-bridge  on  section  No.  11 ;  and 
for  constructing  locks  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6, 7,  at  tbe  rate  of  $181  per  foot 
lift;  and  for  locks  Nos.  9,  10,  at  the  rate  of  $165  per  foot  lift,  which 
price  is  to  include  all  the  expense  necessary  to  a  full  completion  of 
said  locks,  in  every  respect :  and  for  excavating  lock-pits  at  the  rate 
of  20  cents  per  yard,  excepting  200  yards  in  lock-pit  No  6,  for 
which  75  cents  is  to  be  paid.  This  contract,  in  every  stage  of  its 
progress,  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  said  commission- 
ers or  either  of  them,  or  of  their  engineers ;  and  to  prevent  all  dis- 
putes and  misunderstandings,  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  commissioners 
or  either  of  them,  shall  be  authorised  to  appoint  such  person  as  Act 
or  he  may  think  proper  to  be  the  inspector  of  said  works :  and  such 
appointment  may  be  changed  and  made,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  said  commissioners  or  either  of  them.  And  the  in- 
spector thus  appointed  shall  be  authorised  to  estimate  the  quantity 
of  every  description  of  work  comprised  in  this  contract,  and  to  de- 
cide every  question  which  can  or  may  arise,  relating  to  the  execution 
of  this  contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  parties  of  tbe  first  part;  and 
his  estimates  and  decision  shall  in  all  cases  be  final  and  conclusive 
upon  the  said  parties  of  the  first ;  and  whenever,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  said  inspector,  this  contract  shall  be  fully  completed,  on  the 
part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  he  shall  certify  the  same  in 
writing,  together  with  his  estimate,  as  aforesaid.  Whereupon,  with- 
in sixty  days  after  notice  thereof,  the  said  commissioners  shall  pay 
to  the  said  parties  of  Jhe  first  part  such  sums  as  shall  then  be  due 
them.  Provided,  Said  sum  be  not  demanded  more  than  one  month 
before  the  expiration  of  this  contract.  And  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  do  further  agree,  that  if  at  any  time,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
.said  inspector,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  unreasonably 
neglect,  or  refuse  to  prosecute  this  contract,  or  shall  not  conform  to 
such  directions  as  may  be  given  by  the  said  commissioners  or  either 
of  them,  or  of  their  engineers,  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  any 
of  the  work  included  in  this  contract,  or  any  alterations  therein,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  made — in  either  of  such  cases,  the  said  inspector 
shall  have  power  to  determine  that  said  contract  is  abandoned;  and 
on  such  determination  the  said  commissioners  shall  immediately  be 
released  from  all  obligations  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and 
may  let  out  said  contract  or  any  part  thereof  to  any  other  person  or 
persons. 

ANDREW  P.  TILLMAN,  [*.  8.1 
WILSON  N.  BROWN,  [i>.  s.l 
Mm-  C.  BOUCK, 
In  beha{f  of  Canal  Commissioner*. 
Witness  present, 
.N.  Dxnhis. 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


February  4th,  1828. 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  I3ana\. 

Estimate  for  Locks  No.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  10. 

Lock-pit  No.  S.  1760  cubic  yards  excavation,  not  so  hard 
as  to  justify  extra  allowance,  but  the  extra  expense 
of  pumping,  in  which  a  great  number  of  hands  -  were 
employed  day  and  night,  is  estimated  at $1,000  00 

Lock-pit  No.  4.     760  cubic  yards  excavation,  not  so  hard    • 
as  to  justify  extra  allowance,  and  500  cubic  yards  do. 
•late  rock,  harder  than  was  expected,  and  on  which  25 

cents  per  yard  extra  price  should  be  allowed, 125  00 

This  lock  is  in  a  loose  soil,  and  descends  from  the 
level  which  feeds  W.  Mynderse's  flouring  mill.  While 
the  work  was  in  progress,  the  upper  level  was  filled  to 
supply  the  mill,  and  the  consequent  expense  to  the  con- 
tractor of  keeping  out  the  water  which  flowed  and  will 
flow  through  the  banks  and  dam  and  subsoil,  is  estima- 
ted at 200  00 

The  damage  from  a  breach  in  the  dam  which  Myn- 
derse  was  permitted  to  build,  at  the  head  of  this  pit,  the 
contractor  estimates  at 150  00 

Lock-pit  No.  5.  900  cubic  yards  excavation,  not  so  hard 
as  to  justify  extra  allowance,  but  the  expense  of  pump- 
ing is  estimated  to  be  $400  more  than  was  expected, . .     400  00 

Lock-pit  No*  6.  1270  cubic  yards  excavation,  not  so  hard 
as  to  justify  allowance  beyond  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
except  200  yards,  which  proving  to  be  much  harder 
than  was  expected,  is  estimated  to  have  cost  55  cents 
per  cubic  yard  extra, • 110  00 

Lock-pit  No.  7.  2700  cubic  yards  excavation  of  rock. 
240  cubic  yards  of  this  excavation,  was  of  lock  stone. 
To  preserve  which,  and  place  them  properly,  is  estima- 
ted to  have  cost  20  cents  per  yard, 48  00 

Lock-pit  No.  9.  630  cubic  yards  excavation,  not  so  hard  * 
as  to  justify  extra  allowance.  1200  cubic  yards  of  very 
hard  rock.  In  consideration  of  the  hardness  of  this  «. 
rock,  of  the  expense  of  a  crane  to  be  frorked  by  torse 
power,  necessary  from  the  difficulty  of  breaking  up  the 
rock,  and  of  the  probable  expense  of  keeping  out  the 
water,  an  extra  allowance  of  f  1  20  per  yard  will  be 
proper, • 1440  00 


Carried  forward,  ..*••••*••$ 
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Brought  forward, $ 

<  Lock-pit  No.  10.     1450  cubic  yards  excavation,  500  of 
which  was  more  expensive  than  was  expected,  by  50 

cents  per  cubic  yard, 250  00 

Locks  No.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  lift  40-65  feet, 708  00 

Locks  No.  9  and  10        "'  14-3      «     1,750  00 

Allowance  on  paddle  gates, 504  00 

$6,685  00 


Locks  No.  3,  4,  7  and  10,  are  constructed  in  all  respects  for  1 
*>  foot  extra  lift,  on  account  of  floods  of  the  outlet,  which  4  feet  ad- 
ditional lift  should  be  allowed  at  contract  price.  The  extra  timber 
and  plank  which  will,  be  required  (by  variations  from  the  model) 
to  finish  each  lock,  is  estimated  at  $250.  And  the  contractor  had 
no  reason  to  expect  that  his  paddle  gates  would  cost  mere  than 
those  generally  used  on  the  Erie  canal. 

NOAH  DENNIS, 

Resident  Engineer. 

Note. — The  preceding  estimate  is  made  for  the  completion  of  the 
works  mentioned  therein. 

M.  DENNIS. 
[Copy.] 


The  canal  commissioners,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Hon.  the 
Assembly,  the  petition  of  Andrew  P.  Tillman,  claiming  an  allowance 
on  his  contract  for  the  performance  of  work  on  the  Cayuga  and  Se- 
neca canal,  Respectfully  report : — That  the  petitioner,  and  Wilson 
N.  Brown,  entered  into  a  contract  on  the  28th  of  August,  1827,  for 
constructing  locks  No.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9  and  10,  and  sections  No.  11 
and  12. 

An  allowance  is  claimed  on  that  portion  of  the  work  which  apper- 
tains to  the  construction  of  the  locks. 

The  contract  prices  for  this  part  of  the  work  were  as  follows,  to 
wit :  for  constructing  locks  No.  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  at  the  rate  of  $181 
per  foot  lift,  and  for  locks  No.  9  and  10,  at  the  rate  of  $165  per  foot 
lift,  which  price  includes  every  expense  necessary  to  a  full  comple- 
tion of  the  locks,  except  excavating  the  lock-pits,  for  which  he  was 
to  receive  twenty  cents  per  cubic  yard,  excepting  200  cubic  yards 
of  lock-pit  No.  6  ;  for  which  seventy-five  cents  per  cubic  yard  was 
to  be  paid. 

Subsequent  to  the  execution  of  the  contract  the  plan  of  the  locks 
was  in  some  respects  changed,  which  increased  the  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, and  the  expense  of  their  erection. 

The  pits  of  locks  No.  3,  4,  5  and  9  were  located  near  the  margin 
of  the  Seneca  outlet,  and  required  to  be  sunk  several  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  water.    The  petitioner  experienced  serious,  and  no 
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doubt  unexpected  difficulties,  in  performing  this  part  of  the  work, 
and  particularly  in  excavating  the  pit  of  lock  No.  9,  where  the 
rock  was  found  near  the  surface,  and  of  the  most  difficult  charac- 
ter. 

The  pits  of  locks  No.  6  and  7  were  mostly  rock  excavation,  and 
also  a  portion  of  the  pits  of  locks  No.  4  and  10. 

The  petitioner's  contract  prices  were  considerably  below  the 
value  of  the  work.  He  also  claims  that  he  has  sustained  a  loss  on 
other  parts  of  his  work. 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  was  presented  to  the  canal  board  in 
February,  1828,  and  an  allowance  of  $6,885  was  made  on  such 
parts  of  the  work  as  were  rendered  more  expensive  by  new  direc- 
tions given  by  the  commisioner  or  engineer,  after  the  making  <rf 
the  contract,  or  where  in  consequence  of  the  work  proving  to  be 
of  a  different  character  or  description  than  it  was  contemplated  to 
be  by  the  commissioner  or  engineer,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
contract. 

By  a  reference  to  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  (which  is  here- 
unto annexed)  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  allowance  will  appear 
in  detail. 

It  is  believed  that  the  petitioner  has  sustained  a  loss,  but  not  by 
any  means  to  the  amount  set  forth  in  his  petition. 

WM.  O.  BOUCK, 
In  behatf  of  the  canal  commissioner*. 

February  18,  1829. 


(No.  240.] 
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No.  241. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  5,  1330. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  the  city  of  New- York,  remonstrating  . 
against  the  establishment  of  a  second  Medical  Col-  *<*- 
lege  in  the  city  of  New- York.  j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-  York, 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  convened. 

An  application  having  been  made  to  the  honorable  the  Legists* 
lure,  for  the  incorporation  of  a  second  medical  college  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  duty  devolving  upon 
those  more  particularly  interested,  to  inquire  whether  such  incorpo- 
ration ought  to  be  granted. 

If  it  should  appear  at  the  result  of  this  inquiry,  that  the  creation 
of  such  college  is  actually  required  by  the  existing  wants,  either  of 
the  profession,  or  of  the  public,  or  that  it  would  prove  of  essential 
benefit  to  either  or  both,  then  it  would  seem  to  be  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Legislature,  to  yield  its  assent  to  this  application.  If  on  the 
other  hand  it  should  appear  that  the  creation  of  a  second  college  in 
this  city,  is-  required,  neither  by  the  public  nor  the  profession,  and 
besides  this,  if  it  should  be  shown  that  positive  injury  would  result 
to  both,  then  it  would  seem  equally  clear,  that  the  Legislature 
ought  not  to  yield  its  assent  to  this  application. 

Believing  that  the  latter,  can  be  most  eoo«hwively  established,  * 
ike  trustees  of  the  college  of  physicans  and  surgeons,  feel  it  to  be 
a  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  medical  public,  as  well  as  the  institu- 
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tion  with  which  they  are  connected,  most  respectfully  to  protest 
against  the  prayer  of  the  application,  and  to  state  very  briefly  their 
reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  main  reason  which  they  would  urge,  and  which  would  seem 
of  itself  to  be  conclusive,  is  this,  that  the  number  of  students  resort- 
ing to  the  city  of  New-York,  is  not,  and  never  has  been  sufficient, 
competently  to  support  two  schools,  and  therefore,  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  second  college,  must  unavoidably  result  in  the  eventu- 
al ruin  of  one  or  both,  unless  supported  by  Legislative  aid. 

The  fact  upon  whieh  the  whole  of  this  argument  turns,  (viz.  that 
the  number  of  students  in  this  city,  is  not  adequate  to  support  two 
schools,)  is  so  well  known  to  all  who  havethe  slightest  acquaintance 
with  the  history  of  medical  affairs  in  this  city,  that  it  would  be 
wholly  superfluous  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject,  had  not  misre- 
presentations been  made  in  relation  to  it. 

On  this  account,  however,  it  requires  examination.  It  mast  ap- 
pear very  obvious  to  every  one,  that  a  large  establishment  like  that 
of  a  medical  college,  cannot  be  sustained  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
from  year  to  year,  without  a  very  heavy  expense,  even  where  the 
college  buildings,  library,  chemical  apparatus,  anatomical  museum, 
cabinet?  of  materia  medica,  &c.  &c«,  are  all  supplied  by  public  funds, 
-  the.  ordinary  current  expenses  necessarily  connected  with  a  compli- 
cated machinery  like  this,  amount  to  more  than  would  readily  be 
credited  by  those  not  conversant  with  the  facts.  But  when  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  all  the  foregoing  expenditures  are  defrayed  out  of  the 
receipts,  they  become  so  oppressive,  that  an  institution  with  no  lar- 
ger classes  than  those  which  have  hitherto  resorted  to  this  city, 
must  inevitably  sink  under  the  load. 

That  this  may  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  random  assertion,  we  shall 
enter  into  a  little  calculation  on  the  subject,  and  first  estimate  the 
expenses  and  then  the  gross  receipts  of  a  medical  college  in  the  city 
of  New-York. 

EXPENSES. 
Rent  of  college,  valued  at  $25,000,  at  7  per  cent, ......  $1 , 760 .00 

Bent  of  anatomical  museum,  •  •  •* 500.60 

Expense  of  chemical  laboratory,  besides  original  cost,. .        250.00 
Incidental  expenses  to  porter,  fuel,  printing,  repairs  of 
building,  &c, 750.00 

$3,250.00 
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RECEIPTS. 
Taking  one  hundred  students  as  the  basis  of  calculation,  which  at 
present  is  about  the  average  number  of  students,  the  receipts  will 
be  as  follows : 

Matriculation,  $5  for  each  student, 500.00 

The  average  of  pay  students  attending  each  professor, 
about  sixty.     From  whom  four  of  the  professors  re- 
ceive $15  a-piece,  and  the  other  two  $20  a-piece,  ma-         a '  *    '  «j 
king  $3,600,  for  the  first  four,  and  $2,400  for  the  two 

last, 6,000.00 

Graduation  fees  of  twenty  students, 500.00 

Receipts, $7,000.00 

Deduct  expenses, „..; 3,250.00 


$3,750,00 


This  divided  among  six  professors,  will  give  an  average  annual 
income  of  $625,  to  each.  But  even  this  small  sum  is  not  available, 
owing  to  the  necessary  expenses  to  which  each  professor  is  annual- 
ly put,  in  the  purchase  of  books,  specimens,  &c.  for  the  illustrations 
*f  his  course. 

In  the  preceding  calculation,  the  rent  of  a  building  has  been  in- 
cluded ;  at  present,  however,  the  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons, 
is  pot  under  the  necessity  of  paying  this,  and  this  is  perhaps  the  on- 
ly reason  why  it  has  thus  far  been  enabled  to  go  on.  From  the  suits 
however,  at  present  pending  against  the  college,  and  which  proba- 
bly will  be  decided  in  a  year  or  two,  every  vestige  of  property  will 
be  swept  off,  and  it  will  then  become  necessary  to  erect  a  new 
building.  As  the  trustees  are  desirous  of  doing  this  without  apply- 
ing to  the  Legislature  for  aid,  this  is  a  fair  item  in  the  future  expen- 
ses of  the  institution. 

With  this  simple  statement,  we  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  every 
candid  man  to  say,  whether  it  be  possible  for  two  colleges  to  be  sus- 
tained in  the  city  of  New-York,  unless  the  professors  labor  for  no- 
thing, or  the  Legislature  grant  them  funds  for  their  support,  neither 
of  which  is  desirable,  or  at  all  to  be  expected. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  in  relation  to  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  a  medical  sehool,  it  will  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
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that  so  &r  ap  the  public  is  concerned,  the  most  economical  plan,  cer- 
tainly would  be  not  to  incorporate  a  second  medical  college.  One 
college  can  support  itself  without  Legislative  aid,  two  cannot  do  it, 
and  therefore,  if  another  college  should  be  chartered,  one  or  the  oth- 
er of  them  must  break  down  in  a  short  time,  or  both  must  be  sup- 
ported. 

But  it  may  be  said,  supposing  it  does  fail,  let  the  experiment  be 
made  *by  those  who  choose  to  run  the  risk.  This  we  humbly  con- 
ceive to  be  a  very  limited  view  of  the  subject.  The  glory  of  a  na- 
tion or  state  is  as  much  identified  with  her  literary  institutions  as  it 
is  with  her  agriculture,  her  commerce,  or  her  canals,  and  a  failure 
in  -the  one  tarnishes  her  character  quite  as  much  as  a  failure  in  the 
ethers :  and  when  the  state  lends  her  sanction  to  an  institution,  by* 
giving  it  a  charter,  she  identifies  herself  with  it  so  far,  as  to  make 
the  ignominy  of  a  failure  a  common  discredit.  But  it  is  contended 
that  the  mere  fact  of  having  two  colleges,  would,  *by  the  salutary 
influence  of  competition,  increase  the  number  of  students,  and  thus 
enable  both  to  prosper,  and,  besides  this,  lessen  the  price  of  educa- 
tion. These  things  have  been  urged  so  repeatedly  and  assiduously, 
as  really  to  have  produced  in  the  minds  of  many  honest  men  a  sort 
of  conviction  of  their  reality.  On  this  subject  all  general  specula- 
tion is  misplaced,  and  an  appeal  to  facts  must  decide  it,  and  so  far  as 
these  are  admitted  as  testimony,  it  has  been  proved  most  conclu- 
sively that  such  are  not  the  necessary  effects  of  competition.  Four 
years  have  now  elapsed  since  two  medical  colleges  have  been  run- 
ning the  race  of  competition  in  this  city,  and  it  is  about  time  that 
some  of  the  boasted  effects  of  it  ought  to  begin  to  show  themselves, 
if  they  are  ever  to  appear.  And  what  is  the  fact  ?  Why  the  num- 
ber of  students  attending  the  two  colleges  this  season  is  about  fifty 
less  than  it  was  last  year.  The  truth  is,  the  existence  of  two  col- 
leges in  the  same  place,  so  far  from  augmenting,  will  generally  have 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  students,  by  the  incessant 
broils  and  contentions  to  which  they  inevitably  give  rise.  During 
the  last  season,  it  is  understood  that  at  least  twenty  students  left 
New-Tork  on  this  account :  and  so  far  from  competition  having  had 
the  effect  of  lowering  the  prices  of  instruction,  the  contrary  has  been 
the  result.  In  Rutgers  College,  during  the  present  session,  the 
ticket  of  the  professor  of  anatomy  has  been  raised  from  $15  to  $20 
for  each  student,  and  the  matriculation  fee  has. been  raised  from  $3 
to  $5,  for  each  student.  Indeed,  such  seems  to  be  the  unavoidable 
consequence.    Where  the  number  of  students  is  so  limited,  the 
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Ugliest  possible  prices  must  be  obtained  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment,  and  save  it  from  bankruptcy.  In  the  state  college  '" 
nothing  of  this  can  take  place.  The  prices  of  the  lectures  aire  esta- 
blished by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  and  cannot  be  raised  to 
suit  the  wishes  or  interest  of  the  professors.  A  system  of  checks 
and  balances  is  established,  by  which  both  the  student  and  the  pub- 
lic are  secured  from  imposition.  Having  shown,  as  we  think,  that  a 
second  medical  college  ought  not  to  be  established  in  this  city,  we 
might  here  rest  the  question.*  It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  say 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  present  applicants,  and  we  believe  it 
can  be  shown  that  even  were  a  second  college  necessary,  they  are 
not  (he  persons  entitled  to  the  charter— and  for  the  following  rea- 
sons : 

1.  Because,  previously  to  their  soliciting  a  charter,  the  applicants 
hare  appointed  themselves  to  all  the  offices  of  honor  and  emolument 
connected  with  the  institution,  and  they  now  ask  a  charter  simply 
to  be  protected  in  their  auto-appointments* 

Now,  we  believe  there  never  was  a  literary  institution  got  up  in 
this  state,  or  in  any  other  state  or  country,  upon  this  principle.  In 
the  establishment  of  institutions  of  this  sort,  it  has  always  been  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  right  that  the  ofices  in  their  gift  should  be  open 
to  the  competition  of  all  the  scientific  men  of  the  country ;  and  hence 
the  usual  course  has  been,  to  invest  the  charter  in  independent 
boards  of  trustees,  or  of  regents,  who  afterwards  fill  the  various  offi- 
ces with  the  first  talent  that  can  be  procured.  And  such  a  course  is 
perfectly  consonant  with  reason  and  justice.  Literary  institutions 
are -designed  for  the  accommodation  and  benefit  of  the  public,  and 
they  should  therefore  be  kept  open  for  general  competition. 

This  is  the  plan  upon  which  all  the  institutions  of  this  state  have 
hitherto  been  constructed.  If,  however,  the  principle  is  once  sanc- 
tioned, that  a  few  monied  individuals  may  first  appoint  themselves 
to  office,  and  then  obtain  a  charter  to  confirm  them  in  office,  all  com- 
petition is  at»an  end  :  men  of  science  will  be  disregarded,  and  all 
our  literary  institutions  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  monied  aristocracy.  If 
a  new  medical  college  is  required  in  the  city  of  New-York,  let  it 
be  established  in  the  usual  way.  Let  the  charter  be  vested  either 
in  the  Regents,  or  in  an  independent  board  of  trustees,  and  let  them 
have  the  right  of  filling  up  the  professorships.  It  is  only  in  this 
way  that  the  selection  of  men  competent  to  these  stations  can  be  se- 

•  See  a  report  to  the  honorable  the  Regent*  by  Mr.  Cochrane,  in  1817. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


cured.  Men  of  talent  and  science  in  different  parte  of  the  country*, 
will  then  be  enabled  to  compete  for  these  places  of  distinction,  and 
the  true  ends  of  competition  be  answered. 

2d.  But  there  is  another,  and  perhaps,  stronger  reason  why  the 
present  applicants  are  not  entitled  to  a  charter,  and  it  is  simply 
this  :  that  most  of  them  were  formerly  professors  and  trustees  of  the 
state  college,  and  that  during  the  time  they  had  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  it?  they  sunk  about  $60,000,  and  brought  the  college  in  debt 
to.  themselves  upwards  of  $20,000,  for  which  they  are  now  prose- 
cuting the  college  :  and  there  is  now  remaining  to  the  state  only  the 
college  buildings,  and  a  small  library,  valued  at  about  $15,000. 
What  shows  still  more  conclusively  the  impropriety  of  the  present 
application  is,  that  when  the  Regents,  the  rightful  governors  of  the 
institution,  attempted  to  exercise  a  wholesome  control,  the  present 
applicants  resigned  their  places  in  the  state  college,  with  the  avow- 
ed determination  of  breaking  it  down,  as  being  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  medical  science ;  and  it  is  to  aid  in  this  scheme  that  your 
honorable  body  is  now  called  upon  to  grant  them  a  charter,  and 
clothe  them  with  the  very  privileges  that  are  so  hostile  to  medical 
learning. 

For  the  foregoing  'reasons,  the  undersigned,  therefore,  respectful* 
ly  pray  your  honorable  body  not  to  yield  to  the  application  for  the 
establishment  of  a  second  medical  college  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  trustees, 

JOHN  WATTS,  Jun.  M.  D.,  Presidents 
Nicoll  H.  Debing,  M.  D.,  Registrar, 
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No.  242. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  6,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  for  a  law  de- 
claratory of  their  rights,  and  also  those  of  the 
citizens  of  this  state  as  it  respects  the  taking  of 
oysters  in  Staten  Island  sound. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  praying 
that  a  taw  may  be  passed  declaratory  of  their  rights,  and  also  of 
those  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  as  it  respects  the  taking  of  oysters 
in  the  waters  of  Staten  Island  sound,  and  on  the  oyster  beds  adja- 
cent thereto,  begs  leave  to 

REPORT— 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  thai  they 
have  examined  with  care  and  attention  the  several  causes  of  com- 
plaint set  forth  by  your  petitioners;  and  now  submit  to  the  house 
the  result  of  their  inquiries  upon  a  subject  in  which  the  citizens  of 
this  state,  but  more  particularly  those  of  the  county  of  Richmond, 
have  a  deep  and  an  abiding  interest. 

The  petitioners  represent,  "  That  the  rights,  immunities  and  pri- 
vileges of  a  large,  respectable  and  an  industrious  class  of  citizens," 
residing  in  the  above  named  county,  have  been  invaded  and  tram- 
pled upon  by  certain  citizens  of  New-Jersey,  called  "  The  New- 
Jersey  Oyster  company."  The  said  company  clausing  to  have  the 
exclusive  right  and  monopoly  of  planting  oyslers  on  the  Great  Beds, 
lying  in  Staten  Island  sound,  opposite  Perth- Amboy  in  the  state  ( 
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New-Jersey ;  and  that  the  said  company  continue  to  plant  and  lay 
down  oysters  there,  in  virtue  of  a  pretended  act  of  incorporation  of 
the  legislature  of  that  state,  granting  exclusively  this  privilege  to 
that  company,  which  deprives  the  petitioners  of  the  right  of  taking 
oysters  on  these  beds — a  right  which  they  have  always  enjoyed  un- 
til the  present  time,  and  this  deprivation  the  petitioners  consider  as 
c<  unjust,  unlawful  and  oppressive  in  the  extreme." 

They  also  represent  that  they  and  their  ancestors  have  always  en- 
joyed this  right,  and  that  there  is,  and  from  time  immemorial  has 
been,  a  natural  growth  of  oysters  upon  these  beds ;  and  that  they  lie 
in  the  mid  channel  between  the  states  of  New-Tork  and  New-Jer- 
sey ;  and  further,  that  while  they  were  engaged  in  what  they  had 
always  deemed  a  lawful  employment,  and  by  which  alone  tbey  sup* 
ported  their  families,  they  had  been  assailed  and  driven  away  by 
violence,  by  an  armed  force  from  New-Jersey ;  and  that  tbey  were 
actually  fired  upon  and  their  lives  endangered,  although  they  were 
themselves  unarmed  and  defenceless,  and  had  demeaned  themselves 
peaceably ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  New-Jersey  still  continue  to 
deprive  them  of  their  rights,  by  threats  and  menaces  of  further  acts 
of  violence. 

Complaints  so  novel,  and  involving  as  they  do  the  most  important 
questions  of  jurisdictional  right  between  the  two  states,  have  indu- 
ced your  committee  to  bestow  particular  pains  upon  the  investigation 
of  the  facts,  as  set  forth  by  the  petitioners. 

The  oyster  beds  referred  to  by  the  petitioners,  it  is  stated  to  your 
committee,  have  been  known  almost  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  as  the  Great  Beds,  at  Prince's  bay  and  Amboy.  They  lie 
at  the  head  of  Prince's  bay,  and  the  place  where  the  two  currents 
from  the  sound  and  the  Rariton  meet,  and  extend  obliquely  across 
the  sound  and  into  the  bay,  until  they  approach  within  300  yards  of 
the  Staten  Island  shore.  They  comprise  about  200  acres  or  more, 
.  as  is  supposed  by  some;  and  the  oysters  which  grow  upon  these 
beds  are  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  found  in  our  country.  The 
right  of  taking  oysterfs  upon  these  beds,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fwo  -states  mutually,  was  never  disputed  until  now.  The  oyster 
company  have  incorporated  powers  from  the  legislature  of  their 
state,  and  claim  an  exclusive  privilege  to  a_  large  and  a  valuable  pro- 
portion of  the  bed.  And  as  the  attempt  to  enforce  this  claim  led  to 
(he  outrages  complained  of  by  the  petitioners,  a  brief  narrative  of 
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the  transaction  seems  to  be  required  from  your  committee — especial- 
ly, as  from  the  erroneous  statements  given  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  much  injustice  appears  to  have  been  done  to  your  petitioners. 

It  has  been  stated  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioners,  pre- 
vious to  engaging  in  their  usual  employment  of  catching  oysters 
on  the  beds,  where  the  oysters  of  the  company  had  been  planted, 
gave  them  notice  of  the  unavoidable  necessity  which  existed  on 
their  part  of  commencing  their  business,  and  requesting  the  compa- 
ny to  remove  their  oysters  from  the  ground;  but  this  was  not  atten- 
ded to.  Another  proposal  it  appears  was  then  made  by  your  peti- 
tioners, to  wit :  that  they  would  themselves  remove  them,  if  permit- 
ted to  do  so,  and  without  expense  to  the  company.  This  also  was 
refused ;  and  no  alternative  seems  to  have  been  left  to  the  petition- 
ers, but  either  to  relinquish  their  business  altogether,  and  leave  their 
families  to  suffer  for  want  of  bread,  or  to  proceed  in  their  avocation, 
although  in  doing  so  they  must  unavoidably  take  up  some  of  the 
oysters  planted  by  the  company.  But  it  was  soon  perceived  that 
the  company  intended  to  resort  to  force  to  secure  .them  in  their  un- 
just pretensions ;  and  accordingly,  whenever  individuals  went  from 
the  island  to  the  oyster  beds,  they  were  seized  by  their  orders  and 
their  boats  and  implements  detained.  It  became  necessary,  there- 
fore, for  the  petitioners  to  associate  together  for  mutual  protection, 
and  instead  of  going  singly  to  go  in  a  body  collectively.  But  (al- 
though the  oyster  company  were  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  which 
existed  for  this,  and  that  it  was  done  with  no  other  design  than  to 
afford  protection  to  each  other,  they  determined,  even  at  the  hazard 
of  a  civil  commotion,  to  force  the  petitioners  from  the  ground  to 
which  they  certainly  had  an  equal  right  with  themselves.  And  al- 
though as  is  stated  to  your  committee,  the  petitioners  repeated  their 
former  proposal  of  taking  up  the  oysters  from  the  beds,  and  without 
expense  to  the  company,  and  of  planting  them  where  they  would 
direct,  yet  this  reasonable  offer  was  again  rejected ;  and  the  company 
proceeded  at  once  to  open  acts  of  violence,  by  calling  to  their  aid 
from  the  city  of  Amboy  and  the  adjoining  country  several  companies 
of  infantry,  who  with  some  pieces  of  artillery,  were  placed  upon  the 
banks  in  array  against  a  few  harmless  and  defenceless  individuals, 
engaged  only  in  their  lawful  and  accustomed  business.  ^And  the  out- 
rage was  finished  by  the  discharge  of  their  field  pieces  upon  these 
unarmed  citizens  in  their  boats ;  and  the  firing  was  continued  until 
it  was  put  an  end  to  only  by  command  of  the  governor  of  their  state. 
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Fortunately  no  lives  were  lost  upon  the  occasion ;  but  this  circuto- 
stance  it  is  fairly  to  be  assumed,  was  owing  more  to  accident  than  to 
the  good  intentions  of  the  company,  who  directed  the  assault  And 
your  committee  cannot  but  applaud  the  good  conduct  and  forbearance 
of  the  petitioners,  who  quietly  withdrew  from  the  ground,  and  now 
make  their  appeal  in  the  same  spirit  to  the  legislature  for  redress. 

Your  committee  have  been  thus  particular,  in  order  to  rescue  the 
petitioners  from  the  obloquy  industriously  thrown  upon  them  by  the 
newspapers  of  the  day,  and  those  among  the  citizens  of  New-Jer- 
sey interested  in  the  oyster  company. 

Your  committee  forbear  any  comments  upon  the  character  of  a 
transaction  like  the  one  described,  or  on  the  consequences  which 
might  have  ensued  from  it.  They  are  too  obvious  not  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  reflection  of  every  man  in  the  state,  and  point 
clearly  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  6ome  measures  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  scenes  which  sooner  or  later  must  involve  the  state 
in  difficulties  to  which  at  present  it  would  not  be  easy  to  assign  an 
issue. 

The  right  of  taking  oysters  on  these  beds  has  been  enjoyed  by 
the  people  on  both  sides  of  the  water  for  many  generations,  and  has 
never  been  controverted  until  recently ;  and  your  committee  are 
compelled  to  believe,  that  nothing  but  an  overweening  desire  of  gain 
could  have  prompted  the  people  of  New-Jersey  to  seek  in  this  man- 
ner to  appropriate  their  produce  to  themselves. 

It  will  be  understood,  and  your  committee  wish  so  to  represent 
the  fact,  that  this  planting  of  oysters  as  it  is  termed,  not  only  se- 
cures to  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  the  growth,  increase  and  im- 
provement in  quality  of  the  oysters  laid  down,  but  that  they  by  so 
doing  monopolize  the  natural  growth  upon  the  beds — as  no  person 
can  catch  oysters  there  without  taking  up  those  which  havfe  been 
laid  down  by  the  company ;  and  that  this  in  effect  excludes  the  citi- 
zens of  this  state  and  every  other  person,  from  oystering  there,  un- 
less they  take  up  the  oysters  belonging  to  the  company ;  in  which 
case  they  are  liable  to  indictment  for  a  misdemeanor  and  heavy 
penalties,  and  to  the  seizure  and  loss  of  their  boats  or  vessels. 

The  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  in  this  case,  to 
enter  upon  the  question  of  contested  jurisdiction  between  this  state 
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and  that  of  New-Jersey,  tt  is  sufficient  for  them  to  sty,  that  the 
territorial  limits  of  the  two  are  still  undefined,  and  that  these  beds 
lie  altogether  within  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  this  state,  and  that 
even  if  the  boundaries  were  settled  upon,  the  principle  of  adJUum 
aqua,  or  that  the  middle  of  the  stream  should  be  the  ling  between 
the  two  states — that  even  in  such  a  case  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion of  these  beds,  amounting  to  one-half  at  least,  would  still  lie 
within  the  limits  of  this  state,  and  which  renders  the  act  of  the  le- 
gislature of  New-Jersey  the  more  extraordinary  and  exceptionable. 
But  admitting  such  a  decision  to  have  been  made  by  a  competent 
tribunal,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  oyster  beds  had  passed  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  our  sister  state— even  in  that  case  your  committee  see 
many  reasons  to  doubt  whether  the  legislature  of  New-Jersey 
would  have  a  constitutional  right  to  vest  in  any  portion  of  her  citi- 
zens exclusive  privileges  with  regard  to  these  beds,  as  both  the  sound 
and  Princes'  bay  are  both  important  public  waters,  and  part  of  the 
national  highway,  in  which  all  our  citizens  have  an  equal  and  a  com- 
mon right ;  and  as  such,  neither  the  waters  nor  their  productions 
can  be  exclusively  engrossed  by  either  of  the  contending  parties. 
Tour  committee,  therefore,  without  further  argument  upon  a  case  so 
obvious,  feel  themselves  compelled  to  declare,  that  in  their  opinion 
the  right  of  taking  oysters  upon  these  beds  is  one  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  cannot  be  divested  of  by  any  legislative  enactment; 
and  more  especially,  not  by  any  legislative  act  of  a  neighboring  state. 
But  under  actual  circumstances  and  until  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
is  decided,  it  is  evident  to  your  committee  that  these  beds  lie  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  this  state,  and  that  the  rights  of  our  citizens 
have  been  invaded  by  this  grant  of  exclusive  privileges  to  the  New- 
Jersey  oyster  company,  and  that  the  case  of  the  petitioners  is  one 
that  calls  loudly  for  the  interposition  of  the  legislature  in  their  behalf. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  the  conduct  of  your  pe- 
titioners has  been  characterised  by  any  acts  of  violence,  or  that  they 
have  demeaned  themselves  otherwise  than  in  a  peaceable  and  order- 
ly manner;  but  that  on  the  contrary  they  have  exhibited  a  degree  of 
forbearance  highly  exemplary  and  commendable,  in  retiring  from  the 
threatened  contest,  and  then  in  this  way  appealing  to  the  justice  and 
wisdom  of  the  government  under  which  they  live,  for  the  protec- 
tion and  security  due  to  them  as  good  citizens.  Although  your 
committee  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  legislating  upon  this  subject 
in  any  way  that  will  carry  with  the  act  the  power  of  restraining  the 
people  of  New-Jersey,  or  of  affording  the  required  protection  to  our 
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own  citizens,  yet  they  nevertheless  believe  that  such  an  act  as  is 
asked  for  by  die  petitioners  may  and  ought  to  be  passed ;  and  this 
act  to  be  just,  your  committee  are  persuaded,  ought  to  embrace  pro- 
visions not  only  to  secure  the  petitioners  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  but  to  provide  the  means  of  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 
by  them,  and  to  be  incurred  in  defending  themselves  from  the  vexa- 
tious suits  commenced  against  them  by  the  oyster  company.  Your 
committee  believe  that  so  long  as  New- York  claims  jurisdiction  over 
the  waters  of  the  sound,  she  is  bound  to  protect  her  citizens  in 
rights  derived  from  that  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  that  the  petition- 
ers ought  to  be  sustained  in  their  enjoyment  of  these  privileges 
claimed  by  them,  until  a  decision  on  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  the 
two  states  has  been  had.  But  as  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust 
to  subject  the  petitioners  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  claims 
of  the  state,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Attorney- 
General,  or  the  district  attorney  of  the  county  of  Richmond  should 
be  authorised  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  attend  as  well  to  the  suits 
now  pending,  as  to  those  that  may  hereafter  be  brought  against  our 
citizens  on  the  part  of  the  oyster  company,  ^nd  your  committee 
in  accordance  with  these  views,  have  directed  their  chairman  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 


•\ 
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No.243v 

IN  SENATE, 

March  6,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  2d  inst. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, ) 
Canal  Room.      ) 

The  canal  board,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the 
Senate,  requiring  a  report  "  of  the  expenditures)  by  the  superinten- 
dents employed  on  the  Erie  and  Champlaio  canals,  during  the  last 
year,  specifying  the  number  of  superintendents,  and  the  compensa- 
tion for  services  allowed  to  each,  and  specifying  also,  the  objects 
and  items  of  expenditure  by  each  superintendent.  And  also  state 
whether  in  their  opinion  an  expenditure  equally  large  for  similar  pur- 
poses will  be  required  for  the  present  year." 

Respectfully  reports: 

That  a  report  made  by  the  Comptroller  to  the  Assembly,  on  tKe 
2$d  day  of  February  last,  will  be  found  to  contain  the  names  of  all 
the  superintendents  employed  upon  all  the  canals  during  the  last 
year,  the  extent  of  line  of  canal  under  the  care  of  each,  with  the 
commencement  and  termination  of  each  such  section,  and  the  lehgth 
in  miles  of  the  section  assigned  to  each  superintendent,  the  amount 
of  the  salary  of  each  of  those  officers,  as  fixed  by  the  board,  the 
amount  of  disbursements  by  each  superintendent,  during  the  year 
ending  8 1st  Dec.  1829,  and  the  total  amount  expended  upon  each 
section  during  that  year,  including  salary  and  disbursements.  To 
this  report  the  canal  board  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  containing  much  of 
the  information  called  for,  by  the  resolution,  and  derived  from  the 
only  source  from  which  that  information  can  be  derived,  in  as  moch 

[No.  243.]  1 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


as  the  accounts  of  those  officers  are  now  by  law  kept  entirely  in  the 
Comptroller's  office. 

The  objects  of  these  expenditures)  are  solely  for  repairs  to  the  ca- 
nals, and  the  works  connected  therewith,  and  for  such  works  as  are 
adjudged  necessary  by  the  canal  commissioners,  or  by  the  canal 
board,  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  canals,  and  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  system  of  revenue  established  upon  them. 

These  expenses  involve  an  almost  countless  number  and  variety  of 
items  for  every  year,  and  the  character  of  these  items  depends  so 
entirely  upon  the  thousands  of  contingencies  to  which  these  exten- 
sive works  are  subject,  that  to  give  thein  to  the  Legislature,  would 
be  but  to  give  copies  of  all  the  vouchers  returned  by  all  the  super- 
intendents, to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  period  pf  time  embra- 
ced in  the  resolution.  This  would  involve  an  amount  of  labour 
which  could  not  have  been  intended  by  the  Senate,  and  which,  if  in- 
'  tended,  could  not  be  performed  within  the  probable  limits  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  Legislature. 

Each  superintendent  upon  the  canals,  gives  bail  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  his  duties,  and  for  the  faithful  expenditure  of  the 
money  entrusted  to  him,  in  such  a  sum  as  this  board  direct  The 
sufficiency  of  the  sureties  is  left  to  the  Comptroller,  and  the 
bond  is  filed  in  his  office.  No  advance  is  at  any  time,  made  to 
any  one  of  these  officers,  beyond  half  the  amount  of  the  penalty  of 
his  bond.  All  advances  are  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  ca- 
nal fund,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  acting  canal  commissioner  up- 
on the  section,  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  advance  and  its  amount, 
and  every  superintendent  is  bound  to  account  to  the  Comptroller, 
once  in  sixty  days,  for  all  moneys  advanced  to  him,  and  for  all  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  during  the  sixty  days  embraqed  in  the 
account.  These  accounts  are  in  all  instances  rendered,  by  transmit- 
ting an  account  from  the  individual  or  company  by  whom  any  labor 
is  performed,  of  whom  any  articles  are  purchased,  or  to  whom  any 
money  is  paid,  setting  forth  minutely,  the  period  of  the  service,  and 
the  price  per  day  or  month,  the  number  and  description  of  articles, 
and  the  price  by  weight,  measure  or  count,  or  the  consideration  of 
the  payment,  whatever  it  may  be,  accompanied  by  the  receipts,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  account,  of  the  person  entitled  to  the  payment. — 
This  is  done  in  every  instance ;  and  as  to  all  the  expenditures,  except 
the  compensation  to  the  superintendent  himself.  If  any  money  is 
retained  for  himself,  an  entry  is  made  of  it  upon  his  abstract,  and  it 
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forms  a  charge  against  him  to  be  included  in  the  final  settlement  of 
his  accounts  for  the  year,  being  always  careful  that  no  greater  al- 
lowance is  made  for  such  retention  than  the  sum  actually  due  to  the 
officer  at  the  time  the  charge  is  made.  All  the  vouchers  so  taken 
by  each  superintendent,  are  regularly  numbered,  and  are  entered 
upon  an  abstract,  according  to  their  dates  aud  numbers,  the  abstract 
containing  the  number  and  date  of  the  voucher,  the  name  of  the  per- 
son signing  it,  the  consideration  for  the  payment  entered  under  some 
general  or  abbreviated  designation,  and  the  amount  of  each  voucher 
carried  out  in  figures. 

This  abstract,  with  the  vouchers,  is  presented  to  the  acting  canal 
commissioner  having  charge  of  that  part  of  the  canal  where  the  ex- 
penditures were  made,  and  after  sufficiently  examining  the  same, 
he  adds  his  certificate  at  the  foot  of  the  abstract,  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  I  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  preceding  abstract,  and  the 

vouchers  of  which  it  is  an  abstract,  purporting  to  amount  to 

that  the  several  disbursements  specified  therein  were  made  under 
my  direction  on  the  canal,  or  for  repairs  necessary  to  be  made  there- 
on ;  and  that  I  believe  such  disbursements  were  proper  and  reason* 
able,  and  have  been  made  as  charged  in  the  said  abstract  and  vouch- 


With  this  certificate,  the  abstract  and  vouchers  are  transmitted  to 
the  Comptroller's  office,  where  all  the  vouchers  are  carefully  com- 
pared with  the  abstract ;  the  prices  of  the  labor,  and  of  the  article* 
purchased,  are  carefully  examined ;  the  footings  of  the  abstract  cor- 
rected, if  erroneous,  and  all  exceptions  to  any  payment  are  noted 
and  inquired  into,  and  unless  satisfactorily  explained,  the  payment 
is  disallowed,  and  the  .unexceptionable  vouchers  are  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  superintendent,  and  go  to  account  for  any  money  then 
in  his  hands,  and  the  balance  in  his  favor,  if  any,  is  paid  to  him. 

This  is  a  concise  history  of  the  manner  in  which  these  moneys,  are 
advanced  to  the  superintendents  upon  the  canals,  and  accounted  for 
by  them.  The  general  objects  of  the  expenditure  are,  the  payment 
of  lock-tenders,  the  repairing  and  re-building  of  locks,  culveits, 
aqueducts,  bridges,  dams,  waste-weirs,  and  all  other  works  connect- 
ed with  the  canals ;  the  stopping  and  mending  of  breaches ;  the  lin- 
ing of  the  banks,  and  all  other  repairs  to  the  canals  and  feeders,  and 
all  works  directed  by  the  canal  commissioners  or  the  canal  board, 
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calculated  or  intended  to  preserve  or  improve  the  canals  and  their 
navigation,  together  with  the  building  of  lock- houses,  weigh-locks, 
collectors'  offices,  and  all  other  like  erections  ordered  by  the  canal 
hoard,  and  necessary  for  the  proper  superintendence  of  the  canals, 
and  the  collection  of  tolls  thereon. 

In  reference  to  the  sum  which  will  be  required  to  meet  those  ex- 
penditures for  the  present  year,  the  canal  board  can  only  give  an 
opinion  from  the  experience  derived  from  the  years  which  have 
passed.  That  experience  does  not  enable  them  to  offer  any  encour- 
agement that  the  expense  of  repairs  upon  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals,  for  1830,  will  fall  materially  short  of  the  expenditures  for 
that  object  in  1829.  Most  of  the  works  composed  of  wood,  upon 
such  parts  of  these  canals  as  were  first  completed,  are  going  rapidly 
to  decay.  Indeed,  many  of  the  bridges  and  aqueducts  have  requir- 
ed re-building  during  the  last  two  years,  and  several  others  are  to 
be  re-built  during  the  present  year.  Several  stone  locks  also,  have 
already  required  to  be  taken  up  and  re-laid,  and  several  others  are 
now  undergoing  the  same  process.  The  necessity  of  facing  the  in- 
ner banks  of  the  canals  with  wood  or  stone,  has  long  since  been  ful- 
ly manifest,  and  considerable  expense  for  this  object  was  incurred 
during  the  last,  and  will  be  during  the  present  year. 

Jn  short,  with  ordinary  good  fortune  in  passing  the  breaking  up  of 
ttie  winter  and  the  spring  floods,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  expect 
any  considerable  diminution  in  the  expense  of  repairs  upon  these 
canals,  at  least,  for  the  present  year. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jun. 

S.  YOUNG, 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 

H.  SEYMOUR, 

WM.  C.  BOUCK, 

A.  KEYSER, 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON,, 
Albany,  6th  March,  1830. 
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No.  244. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  24,  183(h 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  John 
T.  Bergen  and  others,  of  the  village  of  Brooklyn, 
relative  to  a  municipal  court  in  said  village. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition- of  John  T.  Bergen  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Brooklyn,  praying  for  an  act  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  muni- 
cipal court  in  said  village, 

REPORTED: 

That  by  an  act  passed  April  12th,  1824,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
better  and  more  speedy  recovery  of  debts  of  the  value  of  fifty  dol- 
lars," it  is  provided  by  the  sixteenth  section  thereof,  that  certain 
debtors  who  shall  have  been  committed  to  jail  by  virtue  of  said 
act,  may,  after  the  lapse  of  certain  periods,  and  on  complying  with 
the  provisions  contained  in  said  section,  be  discharged  from  further 
imprisonment. 

That  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  law  incorpora- 
ting the  village  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  there- 
of, into  one  act,  and  to  amend  the  same,"  a  new  court  was  constitu- 
ted for  the  village  of  Brooklyn,  under  the  name  and  style  of  "  the 
municipal  court."  This  court  was  made  to  consist  of  three  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  invested  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  of  justi- 
ces of  peace  for  the  county  of  Kings,  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  with- 
in the  said  village,  and  with  an  extension  of  their  jurisdiction  to 
cases  in  which  the  sum  demanded  should  not  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars. 
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The  fiftieth  section  of  the  last  mentioned  act,  provides  that  the 
forms  of  proceedings  then  in  use  in  suits  brought  before  single  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  should  be  adopted  and  used  in  the  said  municipal 
court  as  near  as  could  be ;  and  that  proceedings  in  the  said  court 
should  be  had  before  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  as  thej  were 
then  had  before  any  single  justice  of  the  peace,  &c. 

It  is  perfectly  clear  to  the  committee,  that  the  Legislature  did  not 
intend  by  the  act  establishing  the  municipal  court  in  the  village  of 
Brooklyn,  to  deprive  debtors  who  should  be  imprisoned  upon  judg- 
ments rendered  by  said  court,  of  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  se- 
cured by  the  act  of  1824,  to  debtors  imprisoned  upon  judgments 
rendered  by  any  single  justice  of  the  peace  previous  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  said  court.  And  the  committee  are  by  no  means  satis- 
fied but  that  your  judicial  tribunals  would  give  to  the  act  in  question 
such  a  construction  as  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  petitioners. 
But,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  not  free  from  doubt,  and  inasmuch 
as  one  of  the  petitioners,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kings,  has  been 
advised  by  legal  gentlemen  of  high  respectability,  that  he  cannot 
safely  discharge  debtors  who  have  been  imprisoned  by  the  munici- 
pal court,  although  they  may  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  of  1824 ;  and  as,  in  consequence, 
numbers  are  represented  to  be  still  imprisoned,  the  committee  are 
Of  opinion  that  the  matter  should  be  at  once  stript  of  all  uncertainty 
by  a  declaratory  enactment. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  justices  of  the  peace 
composing  the  municipal  court  in  the  village  of  Brooklyn,  are,  by 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  doubtless  through  inadvertence,  deprived 
of  all  criminal  jurisdiction  whatsoever.  Section  one  of  article  one 
of  title  four  of  chapter  two  of  part  three  of  the  Revised  Laws,  in 
enumerating  the  officers  who  shall  alone  have  power  to  execute  the 
functions  conferred  by  that  title,  speaks  of  justices  of  the  peace  ap- 
pointed for  any  city,  or  elected  for  any  town.  The  justices  of  the 
peace,  therefor,  appointed  for  the  village  of  Brooklyn,  are  not  em- 
braced within  the  number  so  authorised :  and  thus  the  village  of 
Brooklyn  is  left  without  an  officer  with  power  to  command  the  peace, 
unless  perchance  some  one  of  the  judges  of  the  county  coutts  should 
happen  to  reside  within  its  precincts. 

As  this  is  the  only  village  in  the  state  having  a  court  like  the  one 
in  question,  the  committee  are  persuaded  that  the  omission  to  con- 
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for  upon  its  justices  a  jurisdiction  so  absolutely  necessary,  was  the 
result  of  accident,  and  not  of  design. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  embracing  the  objects  sought 
by  the  petitioners,  and  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 


v  '       '  *> 
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No.  245. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  8,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  January,  1830. 

Mr.  Beaton,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whieh  was 
referred  by  *  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  of  January,  1830. 
the  oommunication  of  the  Surveyor-General,  made  to  the  Senate  on 
the  2d  of  April,  1829,  relative  to  the  claim  of  this  state  to  a  portion 
of  Coxa's  patent,  in  consequence  of  the  attainder  of  John  Tabor 
Kempe, 

RjcpraTXD  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

That  they  have  proceeded  to  examine  the  subject  alluded  to  in  the 
said  communication,  to  the  extent  of  the  means  afforded,  and  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  committee.  In  1811,  the  then  Attorney-Ge- 
neral of  the  state,  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Esq.,  made  a  report  to  the 
Assembly,  upon  a  referrence  to  him  of  "a  petitionjof  certain  settlers 
on  Coxe's  patent  at  Owego,  praying  that  the  title  supposed  to  be 
vested  in  the  people  of  this  state,  to  part  of  the  said  patent,  by 
means  of  the  attainder  of  John  Tabor  Kempe,  might  be  granted  to 
the  petitioners.9'  This  reference  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing that  title  investigated  by  him,  and  the  fact  submitted  to  the  Le- 
gislature. It  also  appears,  the  said  Attorney-General  then  made  a 
particular  examination,  and  gave  a  full  and  elaborate  statement  of 
the  facts,  connected  with  the  title  of  the  said  Kempe  and  Grace  his 
wife,  to  the  lands  in  question,  being  the  one-sixteenth  of  twenty- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  acres. 

[Mo.  146.]  1 
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gfije  to  collect  any  additional  facts 

^itee^^^Z^gmteriMy  ^ose  contained  in  the 

^  ^Trt*  '"^he  soon*  from  whence  he  collected  those 

lfc"te^^dGr#* 


^rtpo^  "  "r£*P"t    He  dM  however>  rfTe  tt  *■  ^  de" 

in/**  *Srf  i***  "  that  **  DameS  °f  the  8aid  J°hn  Ta" 
n^tet0d^rce  bis  wife*  in  the  patent  for  the  lands  at  Owego, 

toffe&P*     if  in  trost  for  others ;  that  the  said  Kempe  and  wife, 

rti*  a3e^0jle  9*&  Kempe,  before  his  attainder,  were  precluded 

w  the  ***'    ail  claim  of  interest  in  said  tract ;  and  that  a  court  of 

faeq1***?  orfd  have  obliged  the  said  Kempe  and  wife,  before  his 

cb&***  ip  execute  a  release  of  their  legal  but  nominal  interest  in 

Mtt*****  '  ^  ^e  other  grantees  in  the  patent.'9    The  committee 

<**  u  j«ftr  the  Senate  to  this  document.    On  application  to  the  pre- 

**7wf0rnej-General,  he  said  He  was  unable  to  give  anj  informa- 

*  upon  the  subject,  as  he  had  no  papers  in  his  possession,  to  his 

pledge,  relating  to  it. 

Jn  the  year  1819,  a  suit  was  commenced  in  the  court  of  chancery 
0f  this  state,  for  the  partition  of  the  lands  contained  in  the  patent, 
and  a  decree  was  pronounced  therein,  on  the  4th  January,  1320 — 
(4th  John  C.  R.  275.)  It  appears  from  this  reported  case,  that  the 
complainants  setup  in  the  bill, "  that  the  representatives  of  W.  Smith, 
were  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  tract  of  89,812  acres,  John  Red- 
man Coxe  to  five-sixteenth  of  the  residue,  D.  Coxe  and  Grace 
Kempe,  each  to  one-sixteenth,  the  representatives  of  W.  Coxe  to 
seven-sixteenths,  and  the  people  of  the  state  to  the  other  two-six- 
teenths. The  owner  denied  that  any  person  had  any  joint  or  equi- 
table claim  to  any  part  or  share  in  the  said  tract,  but  the  represen- 
tatives of  W.  Smith,  William  Coxe  and  Rebecca  Coxe,  except  such 
parts  as  Daniel  Coxe  and  Grace  Kempe  might  be  entitled  to,  as 
heirs  of  Rebecca  Coxe ;  and  that,  in  whomsoever  the  legal  title  to 
any  part  of  the  said  land  was  now  vested,  they  must  be  deemed  in 
equity,  trustess  for  the  legal  representatives  of  William  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Coxe  and  Rebecca  Coxe,  according  to  their  several  shares 
therein." 

The  cause  was  heard  upon  the  pleadings,  and  proofs  taken  there- 
in between  the  parties.  It  cannot,  we  think,  be  pretended,  that  the 
people  of  the  state  are  barred  by  this  adjudication  as  they  were  not 
parties  to  it,  nor  was  any  one  representing  the  state,  a  party  by 
whose  acts  the  people  could  be  concluded. 
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This  fact,  however,  may  not  be  important  to  a  final  disposition  oF 
this  subject.  The  right  of  the  state,  and  the  policy  of  enforcing  it, 
are  the  questions  now  to  be  considered. 

The  Chancellor  decided,  that  when  a  plaintiff  came  into  that  court 
for  partition  upon  an  equitable  title,  the  defendants  could  set  up  such 
title,  and  insist  that  it  was  operative  in  the  suit,  and  after  assuming 
this  position,  and  adverting  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  including  those 
contained  in  the  report  above  mentioned,  he  said,  there  was  "  de- 
cisive evidence  of  the  trust"  in  Kempe  and  wife,  and  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  of  "  part  performance  of  the  original  agreement, 
to  warrant  a  .decree  for  a  specific  performance."  The  consumation 
of  the  contract  might  have  been  enforced,  in  equity,  if  the  rights  of 
all  the  parties  remained  the  same  after  the  attainder  of  John  Tabor 
Kempe,  as  they  were  before.  If  the  people  at  the  attainder,  took 
the  estate  absolutely  discharged  of  the  trust,  then  it  is  not  perceived 
how  this  doctrine  can  effect  the  rights  of  the  state.  Then  disposing 
of  another  point  in  the  cause,  by  declaring  that  one  John  Redman 
took  the  legal  estate  of  Daniel  Coxe,  discharged  of  the  trust  by  the 
operation  of  a  conveyance  in  fee,  the  court  proceeded  to  pronounce 
a  decree,  by  which  partition  of  the  whole  patent  was  made  between 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  without  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  set 
up  by  the  bilL 

The  committee  would  observe,  that  Daniel  Coxe  is  claimed  to 
have  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  William  and  Rebecca  Coze  as 
Kempe  and  wife  ;  that  is,  he  had  a  legal,  but  not  the  equitable  es- 
tate and  interest  in  the  said  lands.  Upon  an  examination  of  the 
opinion  delivered,  and  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  partition,  the  com- 
mittee are  impressed  with  a  belief,  that  the  report  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  of  the  Sd  day  of  February,  1811,  was  relied  upon  to  show 
the  state  had  no  valid  title  to  any  part  of  the  premises. 

The  committee  have  examined  certain  papers  filed  in  the  Survey- 
or-General's office  by  one  Joseph  Crofoot,  in  the  year  1816,  under 
certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  relative  to  unappropria- 
ted and  forfeited  lands,  in  which  it  is  stated,  from  the  best  information 
that  can  be  obtained  from  those  who  are  particularly  acquainted  with 
the  premises,  that  the  occupants  went  on  to  the  lands  in  question, 
having  no  claim  or  title  whatever ;  that  the  reputed  owner  is  John 
Redman  Coxe ;  %and  that  the  same  had  not  been  settled  to  exceed 
thirty  years  anterior  to  the  year  1826.    The  late  Attorney-General, 
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on  the  20th  November,  1826,  certified  that  the  title  of  the  people 
of  this  state  to  one  undivided  sixteenth  part  of  the  premises,  by  the 
attainder  of  John  Taber  Kempe,  was,  iu  his  opinion,  sufficiently 
proved.  It  appears  that  Kempe  was  attainted  on  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber 1779.  We  are  unable  to  ascertain  what  were  the  facts  (other 
than  those  above  stated,)  upon  which  this  certificate  was  founded. 
There  were  none,  probably,  but  those  contained  in  the  papers  filed 
with  the  Surveyor-General,  and  it  is  not  perceived  in  what  respect 
the  evidence  in  the  chancery  suit  is  affected  or  varied.  If  the  late 
Attorney-General  had  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  detailed  in  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  and  in  the  said  suit,  at  the  time  he  gave 
the  certificate,  and  if  there  is  no  evidence  to  contradict,  explain  or 
vary  the  statement  of  facts  therein  given,  then  he  must  have  assum- 
ed, we  believe,  that  by  the  attainder  of  Kempe,  the  state  took  his 
legal  estate  discharged  of  the  trust. 

By  the  second  section,  article  first,  title  first,  chapter  first,  part 
second  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  (vol.  1,  page  718,)  "all  escheated 
lands  when  held  by  the  state  or  its  grantees,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  trusts,  incumbrances,  charges,  rents  and  services,  to  which 
they  would  have  been  subject  had  they  descended."  This,  with 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  section,  is  believed  to  contain  principles 
not  recognized  by  the  English  common  law.  If  the  rule  of  law  es- 
tablished in  this  section  should  be  deemed  not  applicable  to  the  case 
now  under  consideration,  and  the  rights  of  the  state  are  not  affected 
or  altered  by  it,  then  it  is  expedient,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  to  apply  the  old  rule  or  insist  upen  its  application?  It  is 
believed  that'  the  interest  of  the  state  does  not  exceed  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  of  land,  worth  about  five  dollars 
per  acre. 

The  Legislature  have  declared  (vol.  2,  Revised  Statutes,  page 
292,)  that  "  the  people  of  this  state  will  not  sue  or  implead  any  per- 
son for,  or  in  respect  to,  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or 
for  the  issues  or  profits  thereof,  by  reason  of  any  right  or  title  of  the 
said  people  to  the  same,  unless  such  right  or  title  shall  have  accru- 
ed within  twenty  years  before  suit  brought,"  &c.  This  provision  is 
prospective,  and  is  not  supposed  to  have  any  operation  whatever 
upon  the  rights  of  the  state  in  this  case.  Should  the  commission- 
ers of  the  land-office  proceed  in  the  usual  course  in  respect  to  these 
lands,  it  is  understood  the  lands  will  be  advertised  and  sold  by  the 
Surveyor-General ;  the  right  will  have  to  be  contested  by  the  pur- 
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chaser,  and  should  he  fail,  for  want  of  title  in  the  state,  the  conside- 
ration money,  with  interest,  must  be  repaid  to  him.  As  such  claim- 
ant is  not  now  limited  to  six  years  interest  on  the  consideration  mo- 
ney paid,  the  state  will  be  bound  to  refund  at  any  period  of  time* 
hereafter;  and  it  is  suggested,  whether  this  circumstance  would  not 
be  an  inducement  to  the  purchaser  to  be  negligent  and  careless  in 
prosecuting  the  claim  under  the  state,  rather  than  an  incentive  to 
prosecute  with  vigilance  and  skill.  In  consequence  of  the  report  of 
the  Attorney-General,  (Mr.  Van  Vechten,)  and  the  concurrence  of 
the  Assembly,  some  legislative  direction  seems  to  be  necessary  and 
proper,  either  to  abandon  entirely  all  claim  to  these  lands,  or,  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  to  direct  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  land-office  to  proceed  to  make  sale  of  the  one-sixteenth 
part  thereof.  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  enforce  the  claim 
of  the  state,  it  is  suggested  whether  it  would  not,  in  this  case,  be 
more  expedient  and  proper  to  direct  the  Attorney-General  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  first  instance,  and  try  the  right  of  the  state,  rather  than 
to  allow  the  ordinary  course  to  be  pursued. 

The  committee  herewith  submit  an  act,  directing  the  commission- 
ers of  the  land-office  not  to  sell  any  part  of  the  said  lands,  believing 
this  to  be  as  safe  and  proper  as  any  other  proceeding  which  can  be 
taken.  Should  the  Senate  determine  this  to  be  inexpedient,  the 
committee  do  not  perceive  any  objection  to  directing  the  Attorney- 
General  to  try  the  right  of  the  state,  other  than  the  expenses  con- 
sequent upon  the  prosecution  of  the  claim. 
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No.  246. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  17,  1830. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Israel.  Sloan,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  for 
the  County  of  Onondaga. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  report  of  Israel  Sloan,  jun.  of  the  town  of  Pompey,  in  the 
county  of  Onondaga,  an  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork  in  and  for  the 
count  j  of  Onondaga, 

RzsFBCTraxY  Shcwbth — 

That  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  January  instant, 
he  has  inspected  the  several  quantities  of  pork  and  beef  hereafter 
stated,  and  that  the  same  were  of  the  qualities  respectively  as  stated 
below,  to  wit : 

Of  mess  pork,  131  barrels,  valued  at  $1 1, #1,441  00 

Of  prime  "      153        "  «  9, 1,377  00 

tNo  beef. 

$*,818  00 
And  that  my  fees  for  inspecting  have  been 42  60 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISRAEL  SLOAN,  Jr. 
Dated  Pompey,  January  it,  1830. 

[No.  S46.]  1 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


.  y  •»:* 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


No.  247. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  17,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  Frede- 
rick P.  Gouverneur,  for  a  change  in  his  name. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Frederick  P.  Gouverneur,  for  a  change  in  his 
name, 

REPORTED: 

That  Frederick  Philips,  deceased,  late  of  the  town  of  Philips- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Putnam,  was,  in  bis  life  time,  seised  and 
possessed  of  a  large  estate,  real  and  personal ;  and  on  frequent  and 
divers  occasions  expressed  bis  will  and  intention  to  devise  and  be- 
queath unto  the  petitioner  (the  grandson  of  the  said  Frederick  Phi- 
lips) a  very  considerable  proportion  thereof,  with  intent  also  that 
the  petitioner  should  assume  the  name  of  Frederick  Philips  upon 

his  decease. 

* 

That  the  said  Frederick  Philips  died  on  the  third  day  of  March 
last,  intestate,  leaving  Mary  Oouverneur,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Gou- 
verneur,  of  the  city  of  New-Yotk,  who  are  the  parents  of  the  peti- 
tioner, his  daughter  and  sole  heiress  at  law,  in  whom  the  title  to  the 
whole  of  the  said  real  estate  is  vested. 

It  further  appears  that  the  said  Samuel  and  Mary  Gouverneur, 
are  desirous  of  confirming  the  intentions  of  the  said  Frederick  Phi- 
lips, and  that  the  petitioner  should  assume  the  name  of  Frederick 
Philips,  such  being  the  family  name* 

[No.  247.]  1 
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The  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  are  verified  by  the  oath  of  the 
petitioner,  and  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  is.  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

A  bill  has  accordingly  been  prepared,  which  the  committee  now 
ask  leave  to  introduce. 
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No.  *48. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  24,  1830. 


mm 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clay,  praying  for  an  act 
to  change  the  name  of  said  town. 

Mr.  Hall,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clay,  in  the  county  of  Onon- 
daga, praying  that  the  name  of  said  town  may  be  changed, 

REPORTED: 

That  it  appears  from  the  said  petitions  and  from  other  documents 
which  have  been  examined  by  the  committee,  that  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  in  1827,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Cicero, 
in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  petitioned  the  honorable  the  Legislature 
for  a  division  of  said  town  of  Cicero,  and  to  erect  a  new  town  from 
the  westerly  part  thereof,  by  the  name  of  Bolivar.  It  appears  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  division  of  the 
town  of  Cicero,  was  granted ;  but  in  consequence  of  there  being  a 
town  in  the  state  at  the  time,  by  the  name  of  Bolivar,  the  Legisla- 
ture, without  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  (as  your 
committee  are  informed,)  gave  the  new  town  the  name  of  day. 

It  appears  from  the  petition,  which  is  signed  by  many  of  the  most 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
them  are  dissatisfied  with  the  name  of  Clay,  and  would  have  remon- 
strated at  the  time  against  the  name  of  Clay,  had  they  been  inform- 
ed in  time  to  have  been  beard  before  the  final  passage  of  the  bill. 

[No.  848.]  1 
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-    The  petitioners  now  ask  to  have  the  name  of  the  town  changed, 
and  to  be  hereafter  known  by  the  name  of  Euclid. 

The  committee  see  no  reason  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
should  not  be  granted,  and  accordingly  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill. 
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No.  249. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  17,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  the  Su- 
pervisor and  Town  Clerk  of  the  town  of  Holland, 
in  the  county  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  supervisor  and  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Holland, 
in  the  county  of  Erie, 

REPORTED—  • 

That  it  appears  by  the  facts  set  forth  by  said  petitioners,  that  the 
sum  of  twenty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  belonging  to  said  town, 
was,  some  years  since,  paid  over  by  Arthur  Humphrey,  late  super- 
visor of  said  town,  to  Mitchell  Corliss  his  successor  in  office ;  and 
by  the  said  Mitchell  Corliss,  on  going  out  of  office,  to  Asa  Crook  his 
successor,  and  late  supervisor  of  said  town,  who  has  refused  to  pay 
the  same  to  his  successor  in  office,  the  present  supervisor  of  said 
town;  and  the  petitioners  pray  that  the  present  supervisor  may  be 
authorised  to  prosecute  for  and  collect  the  same ;  and  when  so  col- 
lected, pay  the  same  over  to  the  commissioners  of  common  schools 
of  said  town,  to  be  by  them  appropriated  to  the  use  of  common 
schools  in  said  town. 

'  So  far  as  the  investigation  of  your  committee  has  extended,  4hey 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  existing  statute  authorising  such  col- 
lection ;  but  they  can  see  no  reason  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers is  not  just  and  proper,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to 
be  granted,  and  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  accordingly. 
[No.  849.]  1 
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No.  250. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  18,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Courts  of  Justice,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
praying  relief  in  behalf  of  William  Frazer. 

Mr.  Allison,  from  the  committee  on  courts  of  justice,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  relief  of  William  Frazer, 

REPORTED : 

The  petitioners  set  forth  that  William  Frazer,  when  about  eleven 
or  twelve  years  of  age,  was  convicted  at  Kingston,  in  the  county  of 
Ulster,  by  a  court  of  special  sessions,  of  the  offence  of  petit  larceny 
for  taking  a  pair  of  shoes :  That  his  character  previous  to  the  con- 
viction was  beyond  suspicion :  that  he  has  ever  since  resided  in  the 
town  of  Shandaken,  in  the  said  county,  and  sustained  a  good  and  ir- 
reproachable character ;  enjoys  the  full  trust,  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides :  That  he  has  se- 
veral times  been  elected,  almost  unanimously,  to  fill  important  town 
offices.  The  petitioners  conclude  by  praying  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  restoring  him  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  free  mem- 
ber of  society. 

The  committee,  in  consideration  of  the  uniform  propriety  of  his 
conduct  both  before  and  since  his  conviction ;  and  of  his  having 
been  so  very  young  at  the  time,  have  unanimously  concluded,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  prepared 
a  biU,  which  they  now  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

[No.  250.]  1 
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No  251. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  9,  1830. 

i-i— Bsagggggg  =====    ,    j,    . 

STATEMENT 

Of  the  Funds  and  Property  of  the  New- York  Cht» 
mical  Manufacturing  Company,  1st  Feb.,  1830. 

DR. 

Chemical  manufactory, $100,000  00 

Bills  discounted, 705,135  86 

Due  from  foreign  banks, 9,660'  47 

Due  from  city  banks, : '.  65,663  47 

City  banks  notes  on  hand, 74,365  24 

Country  banks  notes  on  band,   1 ,617  00 

East  river  garden, 1 ,  136  60 

Banking-house,  &c.  &c, **9,499  74 

Specie, 48,611  77 

'  i 

$1,015,689  55 

CR. 

Capital  stock, $500,000  00 

Bills  in  circulation, 202,555  00. 

Due  to  foreign  banks, 1 30,043  68 

Due  to  city  banks, 29,651  13 

Dividends  unpaid, 17,785  53 

Individual  depositers, *. . .  218,674  95 

do            do        special  on  interest,. ........  6,608  00 

Profit  and  loss,  surplus, 10,371  26 

fl, 015,689  55 

(Errors  excepted.) 

New-Torky  Ut  February,  1830.     * 
We  certify  the  above  is  a  true  statement  according  to  the  books 
of  the  Chemical  Bank. 

B.  P.  MELICK,  President. 
Feb.  8,,  1830.  A.  CRAIG,  Oaehier. 

[No.  251.]  1 
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u  4th.  The  balances  remaining  annually  upon  settlement  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners,  including  the  year  18*9,  and  whether 
such  balances  have  been  invested  in  stock  or  other  securities. 
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"  6th.  The  amount  paid  from  this  fund,  and  at  what  time)  to  tike 
trustees  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquent* 
in  the  ckf  of  New-York. 

"  6th.  The  amount  collected  from  coasting  vessels  under  the  aet 
of  the  S9thof  April,  1829,  entitled  <  An  act  to  create  a  fund  in  aid 
of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  for  other  purposes ;'  and  the  commission  al- 
lowed thereon  for  collection. 

"  7th.  And  any  other  information  on  the  subject  of  hospital  mo- 
nies that  he  may  deem  useful  to  the  legislature" — 

Respectfully  Reports  : 

That  the  information  sought  by  the  resolution  is  given  in  the  pa- 
per hereto  annexed,  so  far  as  the  same  could  be  given  without  incur- 
ring an  amount  of  labor  which  the  press  of  business  in  this  office  at 
the  present  time  rendered  it  nearly  impossible  to  perform;  and  with- 
out consuming  a  period  of  time  which  would  be  likely  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  call. 

The  information  is  given  in  the  order  suggested  by  the  resolution ; 
and  it  is  believed  will  answer  the  objects  of  the  bouse,  though  by  no 
means  so  extensive  as  the  terms  of  the  resolution  would  seem  to  re- 
quire. 

The  answers  to  the  second  and  third  sub-divisions  of  the  resolu- 
tion are  confined  to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  last  year 
only.  This  limitation  to  the  answer  has  been  adopted  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  to  obviate  the  necessity 
which  otherwise  existed,  of  going  through  with  a  minute  examina- 
tion of  all  the  accounts  and  vouchers  rendered  by  the  health  com- 
missioners since  the  year  1823,  and  now  on  the  files  of  this  office; 
as  by  this  examination  only,  could  the  classifications  in  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  called  for,  be  made. 

Reference  may  be  made  to  two  reports  from  this  office,  to  be 
found  in  the  Assembly  Journal  of  the  last  year — the  one  at  p.  3  IS, 
and  the  other  at  p.  821,  for  most  of  the  information  sought  by  the 
resolution.  The  particulars  of  the  expenditures  of  the  last  year, 
♦with  a  full  abstract  of  every  voucher  rendered  by  the  commissioners 
and  audited  to  them,  will  be  found  annexed  to  the  latter  of  those  re* 
ports. 
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An  investment  of  $15,000  of  the  hospital  monies  in  canal  stock 
appears  to  have  been  made  in  July,  1825 ;  but  that  investment  was 
subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  money  was  paid  to  the  trustees  of 
the  House  of  Refuge  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

The  monies  collected  by  the  health  commissioners  from  ©casting 
▼easels,  and  for  the  collection  of  which  a  commission  of  ten  per 
eent  has  been  allowed,  is  said  to  be  the  tax  imposed  upon  a  particu- 
lar class  of  these  vessels  only,  and  from  which  no  collections  have 
been  made  which  have  yielded  any  thing  to  the  hospital  fund,  until 
the  last  year.  From  an  examination  of  these  accounts,  it  is  clear, 
that  the  money  upon  which  this  commission  is  charged  is  entirely 
distinct  from  the  collections  from  coasters,  generally;  and  no  trace  is 
found  among  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  any  receipts  from  this 
source,  except  for  the  last  and  the  present  year. 

The  reasons  for  the  allowance  of  this  commission,  so  far  as  they 
are  known  to  the  Comptroller,  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  from  this 
office  last  above  referred  to ;  and  it  is  presumed  those  reasons  indu- 
ced the  provision  for  its  allowance  found  in  the  act  of  the  29th  April, 
1889. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jb. 
Dated  Albany,  IQth  March,  1830.  * 
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DOCUMENTS. 


FIRST. 
Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Richard  L.  Walker, 
health  commissioner,  on  settlement  of  his  account, 
Dec  31,  1823, ; #6,041.71 

SECOND. 
Amount  of  moneys  received  during  the  year  1829,  from  captains, 
seamen,  steerage  and  cabin  passengers,  and  coasters,  as  follows,  viz : 

From  1,295  captains, $1,942.50 

"  26,528  seamen  and  steerage  passengers, 26,528.00 

"    2, 985 cabin  passengers, • 4,477.50 

"    coasters, ..  2,951.00 

$35,899.00 
Discount, 897.S9 

#35,001.61 

THIRD. 
The  amount  of  disbursements  for  the  year  1829,  expended  in  the 
erection  of  new  buildings,  wharves,  bulk-heads,  &c.  at  the  quaran- 
tine ground,  viz : 

For  bulk-head, #913.03 

u   building  small-pox  hospital,  materials,  labor,  &c,  as 

nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 15,992.54 

#16,905.57 

FOURTH. 
Statement  of  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  commission- 
ers annually,  from  Dec.  31, 1824,  to  Dec.  31.  1829,  both  inclusive. 

1824,  Dec.  31,  balance,  R.  L.  Walker, *#15, 174.01 

1826,  *     do  13,764.68 

1826,  do  2,927.00 

1827,  Dr.  Cutter, 2,156.66 

1828,  do  325.15 

1829,  no  balance, 

FIFTH. 
By  the  books  of  the  Comptroller's  office,  it  appears  that  there  was 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  house  of  refuge,  the  following  sums,  in 
each  of  the  following  years,  to  wit : 

(*#15,000inre«todin6pereeiitCMMUftock,Juljl825.      '  / 
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For  the  year  1886, $87,000.00 

u         1887, 8,000.00 

"         1828 : 8,400.00 

"         1829, « 6,000.00 

$49,400.00 

SIXTH. 

Amount  of  moneys  collected  from  coasting  vessels,  by  Jacob  Mor- 
ton, clerk  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  New-York,  for  the 
health  commissioners,  anctapon  which  a  premium  of  10  per  cent  has 
'  been  allowed  for  collection. 

Collected  in  1888, $1,073.50    Premium, $107.35 

«  1889,....     1,447.56  M       144.75 

SEVENTH. 
Miscellaneous  collections  in  1889,  to  wit : 
Amount  received  from  J.  S.  Westervelt,  for  hospital  moneys 

collected  by  him, $160.75 

deceived  for  1 J  years  rent  of  boat  house, 150.00 

"            oldbuildings, 95.00 

"           balance  of  Doctor  Havens'  account, SO .  48 

$486.17 
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No.  253. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  10,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  for  a  road 
from  Sherburne  to  Utica. 

Mr.  Enos,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Onei- 
da, for  a  law  appointing  commissioners,  and  authorising  them  to  lay 
out  and  alter  the  present  road  from  Sherburne,  in  Chenango  county, 
to  Utica, 

KXPORTXD  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

That  previous  to  the  construction  of  the  Erie  canal,  the  transpor- 
tation between  Albany  and  that  section  of  country  lying  along  the 
Chenango  river,  was  a  direct  land  transportation ;  that  since  the 
completion  of  said  canal,  all  the  transportation  between  Albany  and 
•aid  section  of  country,  as  far  down  the  Chenango  river  as  Sher- 
burne, and  partially  as  far  as  Binghamton,  is  diverted  to  the  Erie 
danal  by  the  way  of  Utica  ;  that  the  toads  usually  travelled,  from 
Sherburne  to  Utica,  were  first  laid  out  not  so  much  with  a  view  to 
transportation  to  Utica,  as  to  a  communication  with  the  several  vil- 
lages and  settlements  in  that  country,  consequently  they  are  cir- 
cuitous, and,  in  many  instances,  not  on  the  best  ground;  that  the 
increasing  transportation  from  the  valley  of  the  Chenango  river 
to  Utica,  imperiously  demands  an  improvement  of  the  route  of  the 
now  travelled  road ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
it  is  next  to  impracticable  to  have  a  road  laid  out  on  the  most  eli- 

[No.  253.]  1 
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gible  route,  from  Sherburne  to  Utica,  by  the  commissioners  of  high- 
ways of  the  several  intermediate  towns. 

Therefore,  your  committee  have  directed  their  chairman  to  pre- 
pare a  bill  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  the  same. 
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IN  SENATE, 

March  10,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller,  on  a  Resolution  of  the  Senate. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, ) 
Comptroller's  Office.    J 

The  Comptroller,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable 
tie  Senate,  directing  him  to  report  to  that  body,  "  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  monies  paid  to  the  special  counsel,  under  the  act 
passed  April  15,  1828,  and  the  act  to  continue  the  same,  passed 
April  6th,  1829,  designating  the  amount  paid  to  each  counsel  or 
person  appointed  under  said  acts ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  exhibited,  and  on  which  said  moneys  were  paid," 

Respectfully  Reports: 

That  the  paper  hereto  annexed  marked  A,  contains  copies  of 
all  the  accounts,  abstracts  and  vouchers  rendered  to  this  office  by 
the  special  counsel,  appointed  under  the  act  of  the  15th  April,  1828, 
up  to  the  date  of  this  report,  and  upon  which  any  moneys  have  been 
paid,  pursuant  to  the  said  act.  The  paper  annexed  marked  B,  con- 
tains a  recapitulation  of  the  respective  audits  of  those  accounts,  and 
shows  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  to  each  of  the  special  coun- 
sel appointed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  J*. 

Dated,  Albany,  9th  March,  1830. 

[No.  854.]  1 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


DOCUMENTS. 


(A-) 

Statement  of  disbursements  for  travelling  expenses,  board  and  mo- 
neys paid  to  witnesses  and  messengers,  and  for  officers  fees,  in 

execution  of  the  act  of  Ibth  April,  1828,  in  relation  to  the  abduc- 
tion qf  William  Morgan,  down  to  October,  1828. 

May  15,  Paid  stage  fare  to  Geneva, . . . . .  $2  12 

Expenses  for  board,  •' 1  25 

"            stationary,  (including  blank  books,)  2  50 

Paid  bill  at  Hemmen  way's,  $2  50,^50, .  S  00 

19,  Stage  fare  to  Canandaigua, . .'  62 

Bill  at  Blossom's,  $4  40,— 56, 4  96 

23,  Stage  fare  to  Enswortb's,  Rochester, 100 

On  the  way, • ........ SI 

Bill  at  Ensworth's, . .'  4  38 

28,  Fare  to  Lewiston, 4  25 

By  the  way, • 75 

Fare  to  Fort-Niagara,  and  board  at  Mann's, 6  72 

Paid  servant, 1  00 

Ferriage  and  expenses  to  Queenston, 50 

Fare  to  Falls, 2  00 

Bill  at  Forsyth's, 1  50 

Fare  to  Buffalo,  $1  00.     Way  25  cts., 1  25 

BillatRathbone's,$3  75,  do.  60, 4  25 

June    6,  Fare  to  Batavia,  $1  60.      do.  50, 2  00 

Bill  at  Humphrey's, 1  50 

Fare  to  Rochester  and  expenses, . . . . .  S»87 

8,  Bill  at  Enswortb's,  $7  85—50, '  7  85 

14,  Fare  to  Lockport  and  way, 2  56 

18,  Bill  at  Thompson's, 6  09 

Fare  to  Wright's,  8s.  Bill  2s., 62 

"      Gaines,  8s.     Way  Ss., .».  1  87 

"     Albion,  3s.    Bill  at  Sickles',  7s.  6d., ...  1  SI 

"     Brockport, 50 

Bill  at  Bristoll's  and  fare  to  Clarkson, 1  75 

"    Walbridge's,  $2  25.— 25, '  2  50 

Fare  to  Rochester, • 1  00 

Horse  to  Hanford's  Landing,  .  •  •  •  • 1  00 

Bill  at  Enswortb's,  $4  75,— 8s, 5  50 

Fare  to  Canandaigua,  8s.     Way  2s, »  1  25 

June  27,  At  Blossom's,  bill  $3  00.      do.  4s.. S  50 

Fare  to  Geneva,  5s.,  •  • 62 

Carried  forward, £ 
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Brought  forward, . .   $ 

June,        Hemmenway'd,  $1  75, — 25, 3  00 

Fare  to  Auburn,  8s.     Way  5s., 1  37 

At  Exchange, ......  % 1  00 

July    8,  Fare  to  Syracuse,  8s.     Way  4s.     Onondaga,  6s.  2  25 

Paid  officers  fees  for  taking  affidavit  &c, •  •  75 

"    for  postage,. 7 .......... .^  .  1  05 

August,     "    fare  to  Geneva,  $&  00.     Way  10s., 3  25 

"     At  Geneva,  8s., 100 

Fare  to  Canandaigua,  5s., 62 

"        Pittsford,  6s.     Way  6s., 1  50 

Paid  for  waggon  and  horse  to  go  to  the  mills,. . .  50 

Fare  to  Rochester,  4s.     Way,  50, 1  00 

At                do.       10s.     Fare  to  Niagara  co.,.  ••  3  50 

Way,  6s., T > 75 

At  Chapman's,  $2  12.     Way,  50, 2  62 

To^Lewiston,  .  • • 37 

Fare  to  Forsyth's,  after  Fox,  a  witness, 50 

Way,  48.     Fare  back  to  Lewiston,  4s., ....... .  1  00 

Paid  Bates  Cook,  $5  00,  to  give  Perry,  a  wit- 
ness,   .....*.... 5  00 

Bill  at  Mann's, 2  50 

Fare  to  Lockport, • 1  00 

At  Hughes,  108.     Fare  to  Gaines,  10s., 2  50 

Way,  Is.     To  Albion,  3s.     Way,  4s., 1  25 

Fare  to  Rochester, • 1  43 

At  Noyes',  4s.    Paid  Judge  Chapin,  fees,  4s., .  •  1  00 

Paid  messenger, 1  50 

Fare  to  Canandaigua,  8s.     Way,  3s., .  • 1  37 

Aug. -15,  (At  Canandaigua.)     Paid  Sarah  Wilder,  a  wit- 
ness,  ••• 5  00 

.     a  i      Paid  messengers,  24s., 3  00 

"     for  taking  recognizance  of  witnesses, 1  87 

Bill  at  Blossom's,. . . 11  25 

Paid  messengers  again, 100 

Fare  to  Geneva, 62 

At  Hemmenway's,  • ; 2  00 

Paid  a  messenger  to  go  and^see  a  juryman,  who 

had  sat  on  the  trial  of  Bruce, 500 

27,  Fare  to  Newark,  6s.     Way  2s., 1  00 

At  Newark,  6s., * ...... .  75 

Fare  to  Palmyra,  2s.     Way,  2s., 50 

At  Hull's,  8s.   Fare  to  Rochester,  8s., 2  00 

29,  At  Ensworth's,bill  $7  75.-25, 8  00 

Stationary,  8s.    To  a  justice  of  peace,  6s.,. ....  1  75 

To  two  messengers,  16s., 2  00 

Fare  to  Canandaigua, •• 1  00 

Sept   6,  At  Blossom's, 2  50 

Fare  to  Geneva,  5s.     Way,  1., 75 

At  Hemmenway's,  10s. .  Fare  to  Auburn,  8s.,  ••  2  25 

Carried  forward.......  $ 
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Brought  forward, $ 

Sept.  9,  At  Button's,  8s.     Fare  to  Onondaga,  8s 2  00 

Way,  4s., . 50 

Paid  J.  Chapmaq,  Esq.,  fees  for  taking  recogni- 
zance of  witnesses, . 1  12 

Paid  expense  of  securing  a  witness,  to  be  recog- 
nized in  Albany, •  •  •  • 5  00 

Paid  J.  Woodward,  constable  fees, ............  87 

Fare  to  Albany,  on  a  journey  to  attend  to  the 
question  reserved  in  the  case  of  Eli  Bruce  and 

the  people, • 6  12 

Way, : 2  00 

Fees  paid  recorder  of  Albany,  in  taking  recogni- 
nizance  of  Ezra  Piatt,  a  witness,  .  • 1  50 

$198  58 


City  and  County  of  Albany,  es. 

Daniel  Mosely,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  has  actually  paid 
out  the  moneys  as  mentioned  in  the  within  account,  excepting  the 
five  dollars  charged  for  recognizing  a  witness  in  Albany,  and  for  that 
he  is  liable,  and  that  said  disbursements  were  necessarily  made  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

DANIEL  MOSELY. 
Sworn  this  18th  day  of  Oct.  1828. 
W.  L.  MARCY, 

Comptroller. 

~  If  the  Comptroller  on  examining  the  foregoing  account  of  Daniel 
Mosely,  Esq.,  shall  audit  the  same  at  one  hundred  ninety-eight 
dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents,  he  will  please  draw  his  warrant  on  the 
Treasurer  of  this  state,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mosely,  for  that  amount. 

NATH'L.  PITCHER. 
Albany,  Oct.  224, 1828. 

State  qf  New-York, 

To  Daniel  Mosely,  Dr. 

Under  act  of  15th  April,  1828. 
1828. 
October.  To  cash  paid  in  procuring  Ezra  Piatt,  of  Albany, 

to  be  recognized  a  witness  the  second  time,  •  •       #2  50 
Expenses  at  Albany  on  attendance  at  term,  in  the 

case  of  Eli  Bruce, • 11  50 

Fare  and  expenses  home, 10  00 

Nov. 6.       *'    to  Canandaigua,  $2  62.    Way, $1  50,....         4  12 

"    at        do.        do.  messengers, 1  2o 

"    Justice  of  peace  Is.    Blossom's  8s 1  12 

"    to  Rochester  8s.    Way  2s 125 

Carried  forward, •   $ 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


6 

Brought  forward, $ 

At  Ellsworth's, * 1  63 

At  Albion,  16s.     Way,6s 2  75 

Pai4  Sarah  Wilder,  a  witness, 5  00 

.    "    Hiram  Hubbard, 2  00 

Expenses  at  court  in  Albion, .....-•••  5  87 

Fare  to  Lockport, 1  00 

"    to  Lewiston  and  back  to  Lockport,  ......  2  00 

Expenses  at  Mann's  Frontier  house, 1  50 

"         at  court   at  Lockport  for  messengers 

and  constables,.  • 4  00 

Nov.  (Niagara.)     Bill  at  Kersey's, 9  00 

To  a  boy , 50 

Sarah  Wilder's  board  at  Hughes', 3  00 

Fare  to  Buffalo, ' 1  00 

"    at  Rathburn's, 4  50 

"    to  Batavia,  10s.     Way,  2s 150 

"    at  Humphrey's, 3  00 

"    to  Le  Roy,  Se.    do.  at  Dwight's,  13s 2  00 

Paid  constable,  8s.    Justice,  2s 1  25 

Expenses  at  Ensworth's,  • 5  25 

Fare  to  Canandaigua, • 1  00 

At  Blossdm's,  12s.    To  Geneva,  5s 2  IS 

Hemmenway's,  lis.  To  Lyons,  6s.  Way,  2s.. •  2  37 

At -Price's,  12s.'   Messenger,  8s 2  50 

Boat  to  Syracuse  and  way, 2  90 

Fare  home,  75 

Sent  Bates  Cook  to  pay  expenses  in  obtaining  a 

witness  from  Canada,  •  • 15  00 

Fare  to  Canandaigua, 2  6S 

At  the  Exchange,  6s.    Geneva,  8s 1  75 

Paid  Willis  Turner,  witness,  for  stage  fare, ....  3  00 

Expense  at  Blossom's, • 1  50 

Fare  to  Rochester, 1  00 

AtNoyes',  2  75 

To  Lockport, 2  50 

Way, 1  00 

Expenses  at  Thompson's,   • 10  87 

For  messengers, 2  00 

Paid  Bates  Cook  for  additional  expenses,  in  ob- 
taining Isaac  Farwell,  a  witness,  from  Canada,  14  39 
Advanced  to  witnesses,  William  Murdock  and 

others,  $1  00,  7  00,  and  3  00, 11  00 

Constable, 1  00 

Fare  to  Rochester, •  •  •  • 2  50 

Way.6s.    Bill  at  Noyes',  12s 2  S5 

"  \M  At  Blossom's,  12s.    Messenger,  2s 1  75 

Fare  to  Onondaga,  20s.     Way,8s...« 3  50 

Postage  on  papers,  letters  and  documents  in  rela-    , 

tion  to  the  business,  •<• 6  00 

$185  01 
Ret'd  payment,  DANIEL  MOSELY. 
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Onondaga  county,  as. 

Daniel  Mosely,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  the  preceding  ac- 
count of  moneys  expended  tor  disbursements,  to  witnesses  and  oth- 
ers, and  for  personal  expenses,  under  the  act  of  15th  April,  1828, 
is  in  all  respects  true  ;  that  the  same  were  paid  out  as.  therein  set 
forth,  according  to  his  best  recollection  and  belief,  and  further  he 
saith  not. 

DANIEL  MOSELY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  ) 
day  of  April,  1829,  J 

NEHEMIAH  H.  EARLL, 

First  judge  of  Onondaga  com.  plea$. 

Comptroller's  Office, 
Albany,  June  3d,  1829. 
The  above  account,  audited  by  me  this  day  pursuant  to  the  3d 
section  of  the  act,  chapter  212  of  the  laws  of  1828. 

PHILIP  PHELPS, 

DepHy  and  acVg  CtwnpV. 

Pay  the  within  to  Daniel  Mosely,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  tor  the  payment  of  counsel  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  April  15,  1828,  the  same 
having  been  audited  by  the  Comptroller. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

JuneS,  1829. 

Onondaga  C.  JET,  May  18tt,  1829. 

To  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  of  New-Tork :  Pay  to  William 
Gould  &  Co.,  or  order,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ana  ninety-five 
dollars,  or  sueh  sum  as  my  account  may  be  audited  at,  being  the 
balance  for  disbursements  under  the  act  of  15th  April,  1828. 

DANIEL  MOSELT. 


$195  00 


Received  of  Daniel  Mosely,  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  his 
bill,  and  one  dollar  for  the  bill  of  Sarah  Wilder,  a  witness.  Nov. 
14th,  1828. 

Rec'd  pay't. 

$5  50.  S.  P.  BUCKLY. 

Mr.  Mosely's  bill  at  Exchange  Coffee  House — bill  for  six  day's 

board  and  room, * . . . $9  0 

Rec'd  payment, 

9    ,  T.  HENRY. 

Lockport,  Sl$t  Nov.  1828. 

« 

Received  of  D.  Mosely,  Nov.  20th,  1828,  three  dollars,  in  full 
for  board  and  room,  for  Miss  Wilder. 

WM.  HUGHES. 
Lockport,  Nov.  20*  »••« 
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Mr.  Mosely, 

To  Eagle  Tavern,  Dr. 

Board  and  lodging,  ..............  ..^.. $4  50 

Rec?d  pay't,  Buffalo,  24th  Nov.  1888. 

B.  HATHBUBN. 

Rec'd  of  D.  Mosely,  one  dollar,  for  serving  subpoena  on  witness, 
respecting  Wm.  King,  vs.  the  People,  Nov.  29th,  1888. 

SAMUEL  C.  HAWLEY,  Constable. 

$1  00. 

Bates  Cook, 

To  Rufus  Fanning,        Dr. 
Nov.  85th.    To  use  of  my  team  three  days,  in  removing  family 
of  Isaac  Farwell  from  Canada  to  New  Fane,  including  expenses 

and  ferriage.    Rec'd  pay't  of  Bates  Cook,  .  • . $9  76 

R.  FANNING. 
29*A  December,  1828, 

In  addition  to  above  I  paid  Perry,  in  Nov., ..........  #1  00 

Postage  last  summer, • 50 

Paid  Daniels, 5  00 

«    Fanning, 4  00 

$10  50 

Paid  Farwell's  expenses,   1  38 

Ferriage  and  expenses  going  over  myself  with    " 
horse  and  wagon,. 8  75 

'$14  63 
To  John  Daniels,  second  trip, 5  00 

$19  63 

Mr.  Mosely, 

To  Samuel  B.  Thompson,  Dr. 

To  8  day's  boarding  and  lodging,  at  8s • .  $8  00 

1  jneal,  2s.  6d.     1  lodging*  Is.  • ,  44 

Bar  bill, 38 

Room  and  fire  2s.  per  day, 2  00 

$10  82 
Rec'd  pay't,  Jan.  11, 1829,  per 

E.  G.  DILL  A. 

Received  of  Daniel  Mosely,  seven  dollars,  for  stage  fare  from 
New  Fane  to  Canandaigua  and  back,  in  attending  court,  on  the  trial 
of  Eli  Bruce,  a  witness  for  the  People,  in  August,  1828. 

S.  C.  WRIGHT. 

January  9«k,  1829. 
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Received  of  D.  Mosely,  one  dollar,  for  serving  subpoenas,  vs. 
William  King  and  the  People. 


November  7th,  1828. 
The  State  of  New-York, 


EDW'D  PARMELEE. 


To  Danl  Mosely,        Dr. 
For  compensation  for  services  rendered,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  April  15th,  1828,  to  January  16th,  1829,  one  thousand  dollars. 
$1,000  00. 

Received  payment, 

DANIEL  MOSELY. 
May,  1829. 

Comptroller**  Office,        \ 
Albany,  May  4, 1829.  \ 
The  above  account  audited  by  me  this  day,  pursuant  to  the  Sd 
section  of  the  act,  chapter  212,  of  the  laws  of  1828. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 

Pay  the  within  to  Daniel  Mosely,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  employment  of  counsel, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  April  15th,  1828,  the 
flame  having  been  audited  by  the  Comptroller. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

Dated  4th  May,  1829. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  John  C.  Spencer,  Special  Attorney  under  the  act  of 
April  16th,  1828,  for  expenses  incurred  in  dischar- 
ge the  duties  imposed  by  that  act,  and  actually  paid 


fine  tne 
y  nim, 


1829.  DR. 

March  27,  Paid  to  Phineas  P.  Bates,  for  his  expenses 
in  going  to  Harmony,  Chautauque  county, 
to  serve  subpeenas  on  Isaac  Farwell  and 
Esbon  Gregory,  to  attend  the  Orleans  oyer 
and  terminer,  held  March  23d,  and  for  mo- 
neys paid  out  by  him,  by  my  direction,  to 
enable  those  witnesses  to  proceed  to  that 
court,  and  to  secure  their  attendance  there,        $50  19 
23,  Paid  Israel  R.  Hall,  for  expenses  of  his  wife, 
Mary  W.  Hall,  in  attending  oyer  and  ter- 
miner of  Orleans  county,  at  Albion,  ••••••  10  00 

"  "  Paid  Esbon  Gregory,  a  witness,  expenses, 
&c.  attending  same  court,  and  *lso  at  Mon- 
toe  general  sessions, 7  00 

Amount  carried  forward, .  •        $ 
[No.  254.]  2 
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*                                                      Brought  forward, . .     $ 
March  85,  Paid  Israel  R.  Hall,  for  Mrs.  Hall's  attend- 
ing at  Monroe  general  sessions,  • 10  00 

"  "  Paid  Sarah  Wilder,  for  expenses  in  attend- 
ing Niagara  oyer  and  terminer,  Novem- 

;  ber,  1828, 5  00 

April     4,  Paid  John  Jefirison,  for  serving  subpoena  on 

Josiah  Bacon,  jr.  and  Leonard  Denison,  •  •  S  IS 

*  "  17,  Paid  Esbon  Gregory,  for  attending,  &c.  Ni- 
agara oyer  and  terminer,  appointed  for  14th 

April, / . 15  00 

May       6,  Israel  R.  Hall,  for  Mrs.  Hall  attending  at 

Niagara  general  sessions,  May,  1829,  . . .  •  10  00 

"         "  Paid  Sarah  Wilder,  for  attending  same  court,  9  00 

"  8,  Paid  Josiah  Bacon,  jr.  for  expenses,  &c.  in 
attending  both  Niagara  oyer  and  terminer, 
appointed  for  April  14,  and  the  general 
sessions,  held  May6,... .....*.  40  00 

u  '    15,  Advanced  to  Sarah  Wilder,  to  enable  her  to 

attend  Ontario  general  sessions,  May,  1829,  5  00 

il      16,  Paid  C.  Walker,  for  serving  subpoena  on 

James  Mather  and  Robert  .Anderson, . . . . .  S  00 

May  20,  Paid  stage  fare  of  Isaac  Farwell,  from  Lock- 
port,  to  attend  Ontario  general  sessions* 
May,  1829, •  $  00 

"      21,  Paid  Hiram  B.  Hopkins,  attending  Ontario 

general  sessions, 5  00 

"  "  Paid  B.  Wilcox,  jr.  expenses  in  bringing 
Fanny  Stiles  from  Albion,  to  attend  Onta- 
rio general  sessions,  and  serving  subpoena,  19  50 

u  22,  Paid  Sarah  Wilder**  expenses  at,  and  re- 
turning from  Canandaigua,  where  she  at- 
tended Ontario  general  sessions,  ........  8  75 

"  23,  Paid  Levi  W.  Sibley,  attending  Ontario  ge- 
neral sessions, ♦.;.>.  700 

"        "   Paid  Esbon  Gregory,  attending  same  sessions 
and  travelling  under  peculiar  cireomstan-  * 
ces,  (see  his  receipt,) ♦  8000 

tt  25,  Paid  Charles  6.  Hapimond,  for  going  from 
Canandaigna  to  Oswego,  with  a  warrant  for 
apprehending  John  Sheldon,  a  witness,  and 
his  own*  and  Sheldon's  expenses,  • 41  00 

"  "  Paid  George  W«  Fleming,  having  been  ad- 
vanced by  him  for  me  to  James  Voorbees, 
for  going  from*  Albany  to  Amsterdam,  to 
serve  a  warrant  on  Ezra  Piatt,  a  witness,  ••  10  00 

June  11,  Paid  J.  M.  Wheeler,  for  eonveyidg  Eli  Bruce 
under  habeas  corpus  to  Batavia,  to  testify  as 
a  witness  befofe  the  grand  jury, 19  72 

Carried  forward,..     $ 
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,i         'i>       •                  '         Brought  forward,..     $ 
Jane    11,  Paid  James  (Sanson,  attending  Genesee  ge- 
neral sessions  June  6,  as  a  witness, 5  00 

"        "  Paid  Hiram  B."  Hopkins,   attending  same 

court, • i .  5  Off 

Also  the  following,  for  which  no  receipts 
are  rendered :  '  ' 

Postage  bill  to  April  1,  1829 28  00 

do        do     July  1,1829, 80  00 

April    16,  Sent  to  Bates  Cook,  Esq.  to  advance  to 
Isaac  Farwell,  a  witness,  then  on  his  way 
from  Chautauque  county  to  attend  the  Ni- 
.  agara  oyer  and  terminer,  and  which  Far- 
well  informed  me  had  been  paid  him, . . . . .  8  00 
[If  a  receipt  is  required,  I  will  endeavor  to 
i       procure  it.]     .. 
"       17,  Pa{d  Judge  Howell,  for  taking  affidavits  and 
allowing  three  certiorari's,  intended  to  have 

beep  used  at  Niagara  sessions, 1  60 

Paid  him  also  for  taking  affidavits,  and  allow- 
ing habeas  corpus  for  Eli  Bruce)  +  • .  w . . . .  SO 
Paid  H.  Gardner,  for  allowing  habeas  corpus 

for  James  M uir, ' 37 

■  i 


$382  64 
J.  C.  SPENCER.5"3"*" 

Ontario  County  y  $8. 

'John  C.  Spenser, -being  sworn,  deposes,  that  the  preceding  amount 
of  payments  made  to  the  different  individuals  above  specified,  is  just 
ana  correct  j  -that  the  sums  charged  in  the  preceding  account  as  be- 
ing paid  to  persons  attending  courts  as  witnesses,  were  paid  in  each 
ease  to  persons  whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  in  the  judgment  of  this  deponent,  to  make  such 
payments  and  advances,  in  order  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the 
said  persons  respectively  as  6uch  witnesses  ;  that  the  said  persons 
were  all  necessary  and  important  witnesses  in  the  prosecutions  of 
complaint?  against  individuals  implicated  in  the  abduction  of  William 
Morgan,  or  on  the  trial  of  persons  indicted  for  that  offence  ;  that  the 
sums  so  paid  were  adapted  to  the  distance  the  witness  had  to  travel, 
and  his  actual  expenses  in  travelling  to,  attending  at,  and  returning 
from  court,  and  in  one  or  two  cases,  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  witness,  such  as  his  sickness  or  detention  at  a  distance  from 
his  residence  during  the  interval  between  different  courts  j  that  the 
sums  above  charged  far  postage  are  estimated  from  the  post-office 
bilk  against  this  deponent,  and  that  he  verily  believes  that  the  same 
is  lesp  than  the  sums  actually  paid  out  by  him  for  postage  on  letters 
received  and  written  exclusively  on  the  business  of  his  appoint- 
ment ;  that  a  very  extensive  correspondence  has  been  unavoidably 
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maintained  with  numerousperaons  in  the  western  part  of  this  state, 
and  particularlj  with  sheriffs,  district  attornies,  and  other  officers. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 

Sworn,  this  17th  day  of  July,  \ 
1829,  before  me,  \ 

JEREMIAH  B.  RUSH, 
Oomnd$akmerfor  Ontario  County. 

Comptroller's  Office, 
Albany,  My  23,  1829. 
The  foregoing  account  as  charged  in  this  abstract,  has  been  this 
day  audited  by  me,  upon  a  full  examination  of  the  Touchers  there- 
with rendered,  as  mentioned  upon  .the  abstract  and  upon  the  evi- 
dence contained  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  at  the  sum  of  $382^&,  the 
amount  charged. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 

Comptroller. 
I  approve  of  the  above  audit,  July  27th,  1829. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

SktU  of  New-York, 

To  Phineas  P.  Bates,       Dr. 
1829. 
Mar.  22.  To  expenses  in  going  to  Panama  post-office,  Har- 
mony, Chautauque  county,  to  serve  subpoepa 
on  Isaac  Farwell,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  ^the 
people,  to  attend  the  Orleans  oyer  and  terminer, 
at  the  request  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  at- 
torney ,&c,  and  to  insure  the  attendance  of  said 
Farwell,  per  bill  of  item  herewith,.  ........     $20  19 

Paid  sheriff  Sherman  of  Chautauque  county,  to 

bring  over  Farwell  to  court, 10  00 

Paid  Esbon  Gregory,  a  witness  subpoenaed  by 
me  on  the  same  occasion,  to  enable  him  to  at- 
tend court, ♦ 4  00 

14  to  22.  To  eight  days'  service  in  subpoenaing  Farwell 

and  Gregory,  at  $2  per  day, 16  00 

$60  19 


Received,  March  27th,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attor- 
ney, fee,  fifty  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 

P.  P.  BATES. 

Memorandum  of  expense  of  subpoenaing  Farwell  and  Gregeiy. 

1829. 

Mar.  14.  Paid  stage  fare  to  Buffalo, $4  00 

"     for  two  meals, 75 

Carried  forward,      $ 
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Brought  forward,    $ 

Mar.  15.    «    bill  at  Rathbone's, $100 

16.  «    stage  to  Westfield, 2  68 

17.  "    three  meals,  brandy,  lodging,  &c, •  1  25 

18.  "    fare  to  Meadville,  &c, 62 

19.  iC    bill  at  Ashville,  . ...  25 

"    for  horse  and  cutter, * .  1  00 

"    bill  at  Panama, 19 

"       "      Meadville, 25 

20.  "    stage  fare  to  Westfield, 38 

«    lodging, * 12 

21.  "    stage  lare  to  Buffalo,/. 2  38 

■     "    breakfast,  dinner  and  brandy, 88 

(<    horse  at  Siber  creek, 25 

82.    «    bill  at  Rathbone's, 1  00 

a    stage  to  Canandaigua, 2  50 

«•    bill  at  Batavia, 38 

"      «      Knowland's, 38 

Gave  sheriff  Sherman 10  00 

"    Gregory •  4  00 

$34  19 

Eight  days  at  $2  per  day, 16  00 

$50  19 


Received,  March  23d,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fee,  ten  dollars,  advanced  to  enable  Mary  W.  Hall  to  attend  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  held  for  the  county  of  Orleans,  as  a 
witness  for  the  people. 

J.  R.  HALL* 

Received,  March  23d,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fee,  seven  dollars,  towards  defraying  my  expenses  for  attending  a? 
witness  in  behalf  of  the  people,  and  travelling  from  Hanover  in 
Chautauque  county,  to  Albion  in  Orleans,  and  to  Rochester  in  Mon- 
roe, to  testify  against  persons  concerned  in  the  abduction  of  William 
Morgan,  and  without  which  advance  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me  to  have  left  my  home. 

ESBON  GREGORY. 

Received,  March  25th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fee,  ten  dollars,  advanced  to  enable  Mary  W.  Hall  to  attend  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  held  for  the  county  of  Mon- 
roe, as  a  witness  for  the  people. 

J.  R.  HALL. 

Received,  March  25th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fee,  live  dollars,  for  my  expenses  attending  the  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  at  Lockport,  in  November,  1828. 

SARAH  WILDER. 
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The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  John  Jemison,     . 
Constable  of  the  town  of  Hounsfield,  Jefferson'  ce.       Dr. 
To  serving  a-  subpoena  oh  Josiah  Baldwin,  Jr.  and  Leo-     ? 

nard  Denison,*. \ •      $2  00 

To  cash  paid  commissioner  to  certify  to  the  affidavit, IS 

$2  IS 
Received  pay  in  full, 

JOHN  JEMISON,  Constable. 
April  4,  1829. 

Received,  April  17th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
See,  fifteen  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  coming  from  Hanover  in  the 
Coufaty  of  Chaiitauque,  to  Lockport  in  the  county  of  Niagara,  to  at- 
tend the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  appointed  to  be  held  in  that 
county  on  (he  14th  inst,  and  returning  from  there,  having  attended 
at  that  place  as  a  witness  for  the  people,  under  a  subpoena  to  testify 
against  persons  indicted  for  the  abduction  of  Williaip  Morgan. 

ESBON  GREGORY. 

<  Received,  May  5th,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fcc,  ten  dollars,  advanced  to  enable  Mary  W.  Hall  to  attend  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  holden  for  the  county  of  Ni- 
agara, as  a  witness  for  the  people. 

J.  R.  HALL. 

•  Received  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  Stc,  three  dollars  16 
enable  me  to  attend  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  held 
for  the  county  of  Niagara,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  people. 

.  SARAH  WILDER. 

May  6th,  1829. 

Received,  March  20, 1829,  of  John  C.  Spencfcr,  special  attorney, 
kc,  twenty  dollars,  to  enable  me  to  attend  the  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  appointed  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  county  of  Niagara,  on 
the  11th  day  of  April,  1829,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  people  on 
a  complaint  against  Elisha  Adams,  for  being  concerned  in  the  abduc- 
tion of  WilliamJ  Morgan— to  attend  which  court  I  set  out  from  my 
residence  in  Sackett's-Harbor,  and  tiavelled  to  Rochester,  where  I 
.learned  that  the  said  court  would  fail,  in  consequence  of  the 
sickness  of  the  circuit  judge.  At  Rochester  I  was  subpoenaed 
to  attend  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held 
for  Niagara  county,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1829.  Being  taken  sick, 
in  consequence  of  my  exposure  in  travelling,  I  was  unable  to  return, 
and  was  obliged  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Lockport  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  said  court  of  general  sessions;  during. which  time  I 
received  from  the  said  John  C.  Spencer  the  furttier  sum  of  twenty 
dollars,  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  rte  to  continue 
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there  and  attend  the  said  court ;  and  the  first  advance  of  twenty 
dollars  herein  first  stated,  was  also  necessary  to  enable  me  to  set 

out  from  home. 

JOSIAH  BAQM,  Jb. 

Jfa^.8.  1829. 

#40  00 


Received,  May  15tb,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
&c,  by  the  hands  of  Levi  Pond,  Esq.  five  dollars,  to  enable  me  to, 
attend  the  ensuing  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held 
at  Canandaigua  on  the  19th  inst,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple against  John  Whitoej,  pursuant  to  a  subpoena  this  day  ferved , 

on  ine. 

SARAH  WIU)ER.  > 

Brockppfty,  16<ft  Jlfay,  1829. 

John  C.  Spencer.  Esq. 

*  '  ToC.  Walker,  Drv> 

To  stage  fare,  time,  &c.  to  Gaines,  to  serve  subpoena  on  . 

James  Mather  and  Robert  Anderson, $3  00 

Received  payment 

C.  WALKER. 

Received,  May  21, 1829,  of  J.  C.Spencer,  three  dollars,  for  the 
stage  fare  of  L.  Farwelt  from  Lockport  to  Canandaigua,  as  a  witness 
in  bekMf  6f  (hi  beople  against  John  Whitney. 

HIRAM  B.  HOPKINS 

Received,  May  21, 1829,  of  J.  C.  Speneer,  special  attorney,  &cv 
five  ctollars,  for  my  expenses  as  a  witness  at  the  general  sessions  of 
Ontario,  in  behalf  of  the  people  against  Eli  Bruce. 

HIRAM  B.  HOPKINS. 

Received,  May  21,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
fee.,  nineteen  dollars  fifty  cents,  for  my  services  in  serving  a  subpoe- 
na in  behalf  of  the  people,  on  Fanny  Stiles,  to  attend  the  general 
sessions  of  Ontario  county,  and  serving  a  warrant  on  her  as  a  wit- 
ness for  that  purpose ;  and  bringing  her  from  Albion  in  the  county  of 
Orleans,  to  Canandaigua,  including  her  and  my  expenses  in  travel- 
ling to  and  from  Canandaigua,  and  while  remaining  there. 

B.  WILCOX,  Constable  of,  Orleans  co. 

Received,  May  22d,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  eight  dollars  and  se- 
venty-five cents,  the  amount  of  my  expenses  in  attending  the  court 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  Ontario  county,  on  the  trial  of 
John  Whitney  and  James  Giilis,  and  travelling  to  and  from  JBrocfc-. 
port  in  Monroe  codiity. 

SARAH  WILDER. 

Received,  May  23d,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,' 
fcc.,  seven  dollars,  for  my  expepjep  in  attending  the  court  of  g^neraj 
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sessions  of  Ontario  county,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ef  the  oeopie 
against  John  Whitney  and  James  Gillis,  on  an  indictment  for  the 
abduction  of  William  Morgan,  and  which  advance  is  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  attend  the  said  court 

L.  W.  SIBLEY. 

I,  Esbon  Gregory,  certify,  that  pursuant  to  a  subpoena  served  on 
me,  and  at  the  urgent  request  of  John  C.  Spencer,  I  left  Hanover  in 
Chautauque  county,  on  the  15th  May  inst.  to  attend  the  court  of  ge- 
neral sessions  of  Ontario  county,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  that  I  was  so  sick  as  to  be  unable  to  travel  in  a  stage,  and  wis 
obliged  to  hire  a  private  conveyance  in  order  that  I  might  occasion- 
ally rest ;  that  I  attended  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  from  the 
19th  to  the  23d  May  inclusive,  and  was  sworn  as  a  witness  on  the  trial 
of  John  Whitney :  and  I  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  of 
J.  C.  Spencer  thirty  dollars,  to  defray  my  said  expenses,  which  sum 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  me  to  attend  the  said  court  as  a 
witness. 

ESBON  GREGORY. 

May  28<f,  1829. 

|S0  00 


Received,  Canandaigua,  25th  May,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer, 
Esq.  forty-one  dollars,  on  account  of  services  rendered  in  behalf  of 
the  people,  for  whom  the  said  John  C.  Spencer  is  special  attorney. 

Chas.  G.  HAMMOND. 

%  Received  of  Mr.  Fleming  ten  dollars,  for  expenses  and  services 
in  going  to  Amsterdam,  to  subpoena  E.  Piatt. 

JAMES  VOORHEES. 
Albany,  April  12th,  1829. 

Received,  May  25th,  1829,  of  John  G.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
ftc,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  paid  by  me  to  James  V oorhees,  for  ms 
expenses  and  services  in  going  from  Albany  to  Amsterdam  in  Mont- 

Emery  county,  to  subpoena  ISzra  Piatt  to  attend  as  a  witness  in  be- 
If  of  the  people  at  the  Niagara  general  sessions,  on  complaints 
Sainst  Eli  Bruce  and  others,*  in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  William 
organ,  which  sum  was  advanced  by  me  under  the  general  request 
of  the  said  Spencer. 

GEORGE  W.  FLEMING. 

The  State  of  New-York, 

To  J;  M.  Wheeler,  Dr. 

To  serving  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  Eli  Bruce, $1  60 

"  fifty  miles9  travel  to  Batavia,  at  one  shilling  per  mile,.  6  25 

"  cash  paid  for  expenses, 11  95 


Received  payment  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  fee. 


#19  70 


BULL,  Sheriff. 
Ame  Uth,  1829.  J.  M.  WHEELER,  Under  Sheriff. 
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Received,  June  1  lth,  1825,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  Special  Attorney,* 
&c.  five  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  attending  the  general  sessions' 
of  the  peace  of  Genesee  county,  from  my  residence  in  Pike,  in  Al- 
legany county,  under  a  subpoena  in  behalf  of  the  people,  in  a  com- 
plaint against  William  R.  Thompson  apd  others. 

JAMES  GANSON, 

Received,  June  11,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  Special  Attorney, 
&c.  five  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  attending  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  of  Genesee  county,  from  my  residence  in  Lock- 
port,  by  virtue  of  a  subpoena  in  behalf  of  the  people,  qn  a  complaint  r 
against  William  R.  Thompson  and  others. 

HIRAM  B.  HOPKINS. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  John  C.  Spencer,  Special  Attorney  under  th§  act  of 
April  15th,  1828,  for  expenses  incurred  and  actually 
paid  by  him,  since  the  rendering  of  his  account  of  Ju- 
ly 16, 1829.  ,      N. 
1829.                                   i                                                 DR. 
July     18,  Paid  by  Walter  Cushing,  for  serving  subpoena 
on  Esbon  Gregory,  an  extra  and  necessary 
expense, ♦ $1  00 

27,  Paid  Israel  R.  Hall,  to  defray  expenses  of  him- 

self and  wife,  Mary  W.  Hall,  in  attending  Ni- 
agara oyer  and  terminer,  at  this  date, '     25  00 

28,  Paid  Sarah  Wilder,  to  enable  her  to  attend  the 

same  court, * 5  Qd 

28,  Paid  Esbon  Gregory,  to  enable  him  to  attend 

the  same  court,  . . . . . •     9  00 

"   Paid  Roswell  Wilcox,  to  enable  him  to  attend 

the  same  court, 2  00 

Aug.     17,  Paid  T.  Weed,  to  go  in  pursuit  of,  and  to  dis- 
cover where  Orson  Parkhurst  was,  (a  most 

important  witness,) •       78  00 

19,  Paid  E.  Parmelee,  for  taking  T.  Weed  to  the 
residence  of  the  acting  Governor,  to  obtain 
demand  on  the  Governor  of  Vermont  for  Q. 
Parkhurst, • ....         3  60* 

26,  Paid  R.  Sedgwick,  for  going  to  Montgomery 

county  with  a  warrant  for  Prior  Hams,  as  a 
witness .- 20  Q0 

27,  Advanced  E.  Gregory,  to  enable  him  to  attend 

Monroe  oyer  and  terminer,  held  on  Slst  Aug.  5  00 
S?pt,     S,  Paid  Sarah  Wilder  expenses  of  attending  Mon- 
roe oyer  and  terminer, . .  • . .  4  00 

"   Paid  Ammon  Augur,  do.  at  same  court, 4  00 

u  Israel  R.  Hall,  expenses  of  himself  and  wife, 

and  Willis  Turner,  attending  same  court,  .  * .  12  00 

«        Carried  forward,. .      $ 
[No.  254.]  3 
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Brought  forward, . .    $ 
For  the  following  items,  I  have  no  receipts : 
Aug.    27,  Paid  Levi  Pqnd,  (hot  an  officer,)  to  serve  sub- 
poenas on  S..D.  Lute,  S.  Wilder  and  others,        S  00 
Sept.      3,  Paid  M.  P.  Parker  and  T.  F.  Talbot  expenses 
in  going  for  witnesses,  and  procuring  informa- 
tion of  their  residence,  names,  &c 6  91 

Postage  bill,  to  the  date  of  this  account, . . . . .       85, 00 

$203  44 

J.  C.  SPENCER =SSSSS* 

Comptroller's  Office, 
Albany,  Sept.  19ft,  1829. 
I  audit  and  allbw  the  foregoifag  charges,  as  made  by  the  Special 
Attorney,  finding  all,  except  the  three  last,  accompanied  by  a  pro- 
per voucher,  and  considering  the  residue  sufficiently  substantiated 
by  the  annexed  affidavit  of  the  Attorney.  The  whole  is  two  hun- 
dred and  three  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr. 
Comptroller. 
I  approve  of  the  above.audit,  Sept.  19, 1829, 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

Ontario  County  ,  ss. 

John  C.  Spencer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  that  the  preceding 
account  is  just  and  correct ;  that  the  sums  charged  therein  as  having 
been  paijl  to  persons  attending  court  as  witnesses,  were  paid  in  each 
case  to  persons  whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  render  it  pro- 
per and  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  this  deponent,  to  make  such 
advances,  in  order  to  procure  the  attendance  of  said  persons  respec- 
tively ;  and  that  the  said  persons  were  deemed  by  this  deponent 
necessary  witnesses  in  the  prosecution  of  complaints  against  indivi- 
duals implicated  in  the  abduction  of  William  Morgan ;  that  the  char- 
ges contained  therein  for  sums  paid  to  persons  who  went  in  pursuit 
of  witnesses,  were  paid  to  persons  employed  by  this  deponent  for 
that  purpose  ;  that  the  witnesses  referred  to  were  deemed  by  this 
deponent  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  prosecution  of  the  com- 
plaints before  mentioned :  that  the  sum  above  charged  for  postage, 
is  estimated  from  the  post-office  bills  against  this  deponent,  and  that 
he  verily  believes  the  same  is  less  than  the  amount  actually  paid  out 
by  him  for  postage  on  letters  received  and  written  exclusively  on 


the  business  of  his  appointment. 

Sworn,  this  16th  day  of  Sept. 
1829,  before  me, 
NAT.  W.  HOWELL, 
Firet  Judge  of  Ontario  county. 


J.  C.  SPENCER. 
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BecM  of  Jno.  C.  Spencer,  esq.  one  dollar,  for  serving  a  subpoena 
on  Esbon  Gregory,  to  attend  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  at  Lock- 
port,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  instant.  * 

WALTER  PUSHING. 

Fredonia,  July  18,  1829. 

Reo'd,  July  27th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  Special  Attorney,  &c, 
twenty-five  dollars,  advanced  by  him  to  enable  my  wife,  Mary  W. 
Hall,  and  myself  to  attend  the  Niagara  oyer  and  terminer,  now  sit- 
ting, as  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  people,  to  testify  in  relation  to  the  ' 
abduction  of  William  Morgan,  and  for  the  expenses  of  Wyllys  Tur- 
ner, in  going  to  the  same  court 

$25.00  I.  R.  HALL. 

Received,  July  28th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
&c,  five  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  coming  from  Brockport,  in  the 
county  of  Orleans,  to  the  town  of  Lockport,  in  Niagara  county, 
as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  people,  against  Jeremiah  Brown  and 
others,  in  remaining  at  Lockport,  and  in  returning  from  there  to 
Brockport.  SARAH  WILDER. 

Received,  July  28,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  &c. 
nine  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  coming  from  my  residence  in  Ha- 
nover, Chautauque  county,  to  Lockport,  in  Niagara,  as  a  witness 
under  a  subpoena,  to  testify  in  relation  to  the  Morgan  conspiracy, 
and  returning  to  my  residence.  ESBON  GREGORY. 

Received,  July  28,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  two 
dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  coming  to  Lockport,  as  a  witness  under 
a  subpoena,  to  testify  before  the  grand  jury  in  relation  to  the  Mor- 
gan conspiracy,  and  returning  to  my  residence,  in  the  town  of  Ala- 
bama, Genesee  county.  ROSWELL  WILCOX. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  Thurlow  Weed,        Dr. 

To  my  expenses  in  going  from  Rochester  to  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
thence  to  Windsor,  Reading  and  Wcathfersfield,  Vermont,  in  search 
of  Orson  Parkhurst,  upon  the  request  and  employment  of  J.  C. 
Spencer,  special  attorney,  &c,  travelling  from  the  4th  to  the  17th 
of  August,  being  IS  days, $62  00 

To  my  servfces  in  the  above  employment,  at  $2  00  per 
day  for  IS  days, 26  00 

$78  00 

Received,  Rochester,  August  17th,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  esq. 
special  attorney,  &c;,  seventy-eight  dollars,  in  full  ot  the  above 
account.  THURLOW  WEED. 

Received  of  John  C.  Spencer,1  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  full 
for  transporting  Thurlow  Weed  to  Auburn,  on  the  19th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1829.  E.  PARMELEE. 


tized  b^C 


Received,  August  26,  1889,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
&c.,  twenty  dollars,  towards  my  expenses  in  going  for  a  witness, 
Prior  Harris. 

R.  SEDGWICK. 

Received  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  five  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
expenses  on  my  way  to  attend  court  at  Rochester  in  behalf  of  the 
people  against  S.  B.  Jewett,  in  an  indictment  for  a  misdemeanor. 

ESBON  GREGORY. 

Le  Roy,  27th  August,  1829. 

Received,  Sept.  2,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  four  dollars,  for  my 
expenses  in  attending  the  Monroe  oyer  and  terminer. 

SARAH  WILDER. 

Received,  September  2,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
ftc,  four  dollars,  for  my  expenses  in  attending  the  present  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  in  Monroe  county,  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
people,  concerning  the  abduction  of  William  Morgan. 

AMMON  AUGUR. 

Received,  Sept.  1, 1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney ,  &c, 
twelve  dollars,  advanced  by  hito,  to  enable  my  wife  and  Mary  W. 
Hall,  and  myself  to  attend  the  Monroe  over  and  terminer,  now  sit- 
ting, as  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  people,  tcr  testify  in  relation  to 
the  abduction  of  William  Morgan. 

I.  R.  HALL. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  under  the  act  of 
April  15th,  1828,  relative  to  the  abduction  of  Wil- 
liam Morgan,  Dr. 
To  services  as  attorney  and  counsel  under  the  said  act,  from  the  3d 
day  of  March;  1829,  to  the  3d  day  of  September,  in  the  same  year, 
and  to  travelling  and  personal  expenses,  clerk  hire  and  other  mis- 
cellaneous  expenditures,   not  included    in    any  account   render- 
ed,  \ $1,000  00 

I  have  not  kept  any  account  of  sums  paid  for  stage  fare,  tavern 
bills,  &c,  and  other  personal  expenses,  although  I  have  little  doubt 
that  they  exceed  $200.  The  preceding  charge  is,  in  my  judgment, 
not  an  adequate  Remuneration  ;  but  it  is  put  at  the  sum  stated,  so 
as  to  conform  as  nearly  as  I  can  consistently,  with  a  proper  estimate 
of  my  time  and  labor,  to  the  charge  made  by  my  predecessor. 

JOHN  C;  SPENCER. 

Comptroller's  Office,  \ 
Albany,  \9th  Sept.  1829,     J 
I  hereby  audit  and. allow  the  above  charge  as  made,  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  said  special  attorney,  for  six  months,  including  per- 
sonal and  travelling  expenses,  the  sum  being  one  thousand  dollars. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr.  Comptroller. 
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E.  T.  THROOP. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York, 

To  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  under  the  act  of 
April  15th,  1828,  Dr. 

To  services  as  such  special  attorney,  and  for  travelling  and  per- 
sonal expenses,  affidavits  and  other  miscellaneous  expenditures*  not 
included  in  any  account  from  the  3d  of  September,  1829,  to  the  3d 

of  December,  1829,  three  months, $500 .00 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 

Comptroller's  Office. 
The  above  account  audited  at  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
this  19th  Dec.  1829. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr.  Comptroller. 

The  Comptroller  will  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  John  C.  Spen- 
cer, special  attorney,  &c,  for  the  above  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. E.  T.  THROOP. 

Dsc,  19, 1829. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York,     * 

To  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney,  under  the  act  of 
,    15th  April,  1828,  for  expenses  incurred  and  actually 
paid  by  him,  since  the  rendering  of  his  account,  of 
Sept.  16tb,  1829,  Dr. 

Oet.  17,  Sent  to  J.  M.  Canfield,  Srfckett's-Harbor,  and  to 
pay  for  serving  two  subpoenas  and  expense  of 
affidavits~of  service, $1  00 

20,  Paid  to  Sarah  Wilder,  to  enable  her  to  attend  at 

Orleans  circuit,  as  a  witness  against  Elihu  Ma* 

v    ther, 2  00 

Paid  to  Esbon  Gregory,  to  enable  him  to  attend 

the  same  court,. * 6  00 

And  while  there  to  defray  expenses,  ...••<#••        6  00 

21,  Paid  for  a  man  going  expressly  to  Clarkson,  to 

serye  papers  on  Simeon  B.  Jewett,.  • 2  00 

23,  Paid  T.  H.  Hubbard,  clerk  of  supreme  court,  for 
copies  of  returns  to  certiorari  in  the  case  of 

Elihu  Mather, 8  62 

31,  Advanced  to  Hiram  Hubbard,  a  witness,  to  at- 
tend Orleans  circuit, 5  00 

And  while  there,  to  defray  expenses, 3  00 

Nov.  0,  Paid  Philander  Bennett,  first  judge  of  Erie,  for 
services  in  taking  depositions, "  de  bene  6*ae," 
of  Samuel  L.  Russell.     See  receipt,  .......         5  75 

Paid  T.  C.  Love,  for  attending  as  my  agent,  in 
taking  those  depositions  at  Buffalo,  drawing 
and  engrossing,  &c.  .  See  receipt, >       10  00 

Carried  forward, $ 
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Brought  forward,. •••••  $ 
Paid  Ebenezer  Perry,  to  enable  him  to  attend  Or- 
leans circuit,  as  a  witness  against  Elihu  Ma- 
ther, ....'. 5  00 

3,  Paid  M.  P.  Parker,  for  going  to  Clarkson,  to 

Socure  affidavits  to  resist  motion  of  Simeon 
.Jewett, 5  00 

6,  Paid  I.  R.  Hall,  to  enable  himself,  wife  and  Wyl- 
lis  Turner  to  attend  the  Orleans  circuit,  as 
witnesses  against  Elihu  Mather,  and  to  defray 
his  and  his  wife's  expenses  there  and  return- 
ing,        38  00 

10,  Paid  Robert  Molyneaux,  to  defray  his  expenses 
in  attending  Orleans  circuit,  as  a  witness  against 

Elihu  Mather, 3  00 

Paid  Corydon  Fox,  for  do.  at  same  time, 6  00 

"    H.B.Hopkins,  do  4  00 

"    Jonathan  Gates,  do  6  00 

"    SilasD.  Luce,  do  150 

"    Dyer  Sprague,  do  • 4  60 

"    Frederick  B.  Moore,      do  recp'd 15  00 

"    Christopher  L.  Tayler,  do  6  00 

"    David  Seaman,  do  6  00 

"    Allen  Keny  on,  do  3  00 

"    Joseph  K.  Brown,         do  recp'd 7  00 

"    Ira  W.  Averill,  do  8  00 

"  Abrm.  T.  Crossman,  as  agent  specially  em- 
ployed for  going  twice  to  Lockport,  once  to 
Murray,  &c«,  in  pursuit  of  witness.     See  his 

receipt, • It  00 

Paid  the  same  person,  for  going  to  Lockport,  ac- 
cidentally not  included  in  his  receipt, 3  00 

Paid  B.  Wilcox,  jr.  an  agent  specially  employed 
in  going  to  Buffalo  for  a  witness,  and  transport- 
ing witness  to  court.    Receipted 5  81 

Paid  Henry  Howard,  for  going  to  Clarendon, 

&c,  for  a  witness, 2  00 

Paid Bumpus,  for  going  twice  with  hie 

carriage  to  Gaines,  to  bring  William  Moley- 

neaux,  a  sick  witness,  to  cotirt, 2  00 

Paid  Leonard  Denison,  to  defray  his  expenses 
in  coming  from  Sackett's-Harbor,  as  a  witness. 

Receipted • 20  00 

Paid  clerk  of  supreme  court  in  N.  Y.,  for  copies 

of  rule,  &c,  in  Mather's  case, 85 

Paid,  for  subpoenas  and  N.  P.  seals, 2  00 

Dec.    5,  Paid  Daniel  Cady,  esq.,  for  services  in  supreme 

'  court,  in  resisting  motion  of  S.  B.  Jewett, 

when  the  Attorney-General  and  myself  were 

Carried  forward, # 
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Br  ought  forward,...*....  $ 
both  necessarily  prevented  from  attending,  by 

official  engagements, 50  00 

Postage  bill  since  16th  Sept., 49  00 

Paid  clerk  of  Ontario,  for  exemplification  of  re- 
cord of  conviction  of  Eli  Bruce, 4  45 

$806  48 

Ontario  County,  as. 

John  C.  Spencer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes,  that  the  preceding 
account  is  just  and  correct ;  that  the  sums  charged  as  having  been 
paid  to  persons  attending  court  as  witnesses,  were  paid  in  each 
case,  to  witnesses  whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  render  it 
proper  and  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  this  deponent,  to  make 
such  advances,  in  order  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the  said  per- 
sons  respectively ;  and  that  the  said  persons  were  deemed  by  this 
deponent,  necessary  witnesses  in  the  prosecutions  of  complaints 
against  individuals  implicated  in  the  abduction  of  William  Morgan. 
That  the  charges  contained  therein,  for  sums  paid  to  persons  who 
went  in  pursuit  of  witnesses,  were  paid  to  persons  employed  by 
this  deponent  for  that  purpose ;  that  the  witnesses  referred  to  were 
deemed  by  this  deponent,  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  complaints  before  mentioned.  That  the  sum  above 
charged  for  postage,  is  estimated  from  the  post-office  bills  of  this  de- 
ponent, and  that  he  verily  believes  the  same  is  less  than  the  amount 
actually  paid  out  by  him  for  postage  on  letters  received  and  written 
exclusively  on  the  business  of  his  appointment. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 

Sworn  the  7th  day  of  December,  1829,  before  me,  Jefiry  Chip- 
man,  a  commissioner  of  Ontario  county,  under  the  act  of  19th  April, 
1828. 

Comptroller's  Office. 
The  above  account  audited  at  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and 
forty-eight  cents,  this  19th  December,  1829. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr.  Comptroller. 

The  Comptroller  will  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  John  C.  Spencer, 
special  attorney,  &c,  for  the  above  sum  of  three  hundred  and  six 
dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

E.  T.  THROOP: 

Received  of  John  C.  Spencer,  Esq.,  special  attorney  in  the  case 
of  William  Morgan,  fifty  dollars,  for  arguing  two  motions  in  relation 
to  an  indictment  against  S.  B.  Jewett,  at  the  last  term  of  the  supreme 
court. 

DANIEL  CADY. 

John$town>  5th  Dec.  1829. 

Received,  November  18, 1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
twenty  dollars,  paid  to  me  to  defray  my  expenses  in  coming  from 
Sackett's-Harbor  to  Albion  in  Orleans  county,  on  my  way  to  Lock- 
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port/in  pursuance  of  a  subpoena  issued  by  the  said  Spencer,  to  com- 
pel my  attendance  as  a  witness  at  the  circuit  court  in  Niagara  coun- 
ty, to  testify  on  the  trial  of  an  indictment  against  Elisha  Adams  and 
Ezekiel  Jewfett,  and  for  my  expenses  in  returning  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor; and  I  further  certify/  that  the  said  payment  is  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  bear  the  said  expenses. 

LEONARD  DENISON. 

Mr.  Spencer, 
Dear  Sir — You  no'doubt  will  be  willing  to  allow  my  expenses  in 

fling  to  Buffalo,  which  was $3  81 
or  conveying  Shelley  to  this  place, . . . . 75 

Boarding  Luce  and  Sprague, . . . . . • 50 

Transporting  Sprague, ♦ .' 75 


By  sending  this  bill  by  Mr.  Crossman,  you  will  oblige 


$5  8"! 


Tours,  &c.  B.  WILCOX,  Jr. 

Received,  November  22,  1829,  the  *bove,  of  J.  C.  Spencer. 

A.  T.  CROSSMAN. 

The  People  of  the  Sto/e  of  New-  York, 

To  Alvin  T.  Crossman,  Dr. 

Going  to  Lockport  to  subpoena  H.  B.  Hopkins,  in  the 

night, $5  00 

Going  to  Murray  and  Clarendon,  travelling  one  night 
ana  a  day,  and  expense  of  an  assistant  in  pursuit  of 
Hannah  Farnsworth,  to  serve  "a  subpoena  and  warrant 

on  her, .  • • 5  00 

Going  to  Lockport  for  Hannah  Farnsworth, . . .  ^ £00 

$12  00 
Received,  November  22d,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attor- 
ney, &cl,  twelve  dollars  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 

A.  T.  CROSSMAN. 


$12  00 


Received,  November  21,  1829,  of  John  C.  Spencer,  special  attor- 
ney, &c,  seven  dollars,  for  my  expensed  in  attending  the  present 
circuit  in  Orleans  county,  as  a  witness  against  Elihu  Mather,  the 
same  being  necessarily  paid  me  to  enable  me  to  defray  the  said  ex- 
penses. 

JOSEPH  K.  BROWN. 

Received,  November  19,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attorney, 
&c,  fifteen  dollars  for  my  expenses  in  coming  to,  attending  at,  and 
returning  from  the  circuit  court  now  sitting  at  Albion,  in  and  for  Or- 
leans county,  as  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  an  indictment  against  Eli- 
hu Mather,  the  same  being  necessarily  paid  me  to  enable  me  to  de- 
fray the  said  expenses. 

Fm'k  B.  MOORE. 
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John  C.  Spencer,  Esq. 

To  M.  P.  Parker,  Dr. 

1889. 
Oct.  84.  To  paid  J.  Christopher' for  horse  and  sulkey  to  go 

toClarkson,  ...*.... $2  00 

To  going  to  Clarkson  and  expenses,. S  00 

$5  00 
Received  payment,  3d  Nov*  1889. 

M.  P.  PARKER. 

Received,  November  4th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attor- 
ney, &c,  ten  dollars,  for  services  in  obtaining  order  for  the  exa- 
mination of  Lieut.  Russell,  as  a  witness  in  the  cause  of  the  people 
against  Elisha  Adams  and  Ezekiel  Jewett,  and  against  P.  Whitney 
and  others,  in  serving  the  said  order,  in  attending  his  examination 
as  a  witness  before  judge  Bennett,  and  drawing  certificate  and  depo- 
sitions, which  services  were  rendered  at  Buffalo,  at  the  request  of 
the  said  Spencer. 

THOMAS  C.  LOVE. 

The  State  of  New-Fork, 

To  Philander  Bennett, 
First  judge  of  Erie  county  court,  Dr. 

1829. 
Oct.  16.  Order  for  examining  Lieut.  Russell,  as  a  witness 


lining . 
in  the  cause  of  the  People  vs.  Elisha  Adams 


and  Ezekiel  Jewett, fO  37} 

Attendance  on  motion  for  such  order, •  62$ 

Order  that  Lieut.  Jtussell  appear  to  be  examined, 

and  attendance  thereon,. 1  00 

Attending  on  his  examination  as  a  witness,  62}, 

oath  to  him  1 2  $ , 75 

To  same  services  in  the  cause  of  the  People  vs. 

Parkhurst,  Whitney,  Noah,  Beach  and  others,  2  75 

Taking  affidavits  of  service  of  two  subpoenas,. .  25 

•       *5  W 
Received,  November  5th,  1829,  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  special  attor- 
ney, &c.  five  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 

P.  BENNETT. 

[No,  854.]  4  " 
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Itac&^ituiation. 

Daniel  Moaely,  aeeooot  audited 

.  23d  October,  1828,    #198  58 

«  «  «         4th  May,      1889,1,000  00* 

a  «  «     .    SdJunc,        **•  185  01 

#1,385  59 

John  C.  Spencer,  account  audited 

^                       SOth  July,  1829,  #382  64 

«             «             "        19th  Sept.      <(  203  44 

t«             m             «         «      «          «  1,000  00 

«             «           ,«       19th  Dec,      •*  500  00 

«             «             «         «      «           «  306  48 

— — —    2,392  56 

#3,776  15 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


No.  255. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  1 1 ,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed 
a  hill  from  the  Assembly,  repealing  parts  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  re-com- 
mitted a  bill  from  the  Assembly,  repealing  so 'much  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  as  authorises  the  commissioners  of  the  Mount-Pleasant 
state  prison,  to  act  as  inspectors  of  said  prison,  for  one  year  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  18S0, 

Rbfobtxd  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

That  the  commissioners,  above  mentioned,  state  in  their  report  to ' 
the  present  Legislature,  that  their  doty  in  relation  to  the  "  locating, 
building,  fcc."  of  said  prison,  has  ceased  with  the  completion  of  said 
buildings,  or  rather,  by  their  near  approach  to  completion ;  and  two 
of  said  commissioners,  viz.  Messrs.  Tibbits  and  Allen,  resigned 
their  offices,  both  of  building  commissioners  and  inspectors  of  the 
prison.  , 

The  other  commissioner,  Mr.  Hopkins,  in  a  communication  to  the 
Legislature,  signed  by  himself  alone,  intimates  that  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  office  of  inspector  of  the  prison  until  the  Legisla- 
ture may  signify  its  wishes  and  opinions  on  the  subject 

The  communication  which  contains  the  above  intimation,  is  an 
elaborate  document,  charging  the  keeper  of  the  prison  at  Mount- 
Pleasant  with  mal-practice  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

[No.  865.)  1 
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He  also  states,  that  kid  colleagues  differ  in  opinion  from  himself, 
in  relation  to  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  regarding  the  keeper r 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Hopkins  is  of  opinion  that  his .  - 
duty,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  prison,  require  him  to  continue 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  inspector,  until  the  proper  authority  shall 
have  investigated  and  decided  upon  the  charges  made  by  him, 
against  the  keeper,  which  investigation  involves  also  a  decision  of 
the  question  on  which  himself  and  his  colleagues  differ. 

Tour  committee  have  arrived  at  a  different  conclusion,  and  be* 
Keve  that  the  public  interest  will  be  best  promoted  by  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Hopkins  with  his  colleagues,  and  by  confiding  the  in* 
spection  of  this  prison  to  an  entire  new  board.  They  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  detail  their  reasons  for  this  opinion  at  length. 

It  seems,  however,  to  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Hopkins  would 
find  himself  in  a  delicate,  if  not  an  embarrassing  situation,  as  inspec- 
tor of  a  prison  whose  keeper  he  had  charged  with  mal-practice,  and 
whose  removal  he  had  sought,  but  failed  to  accomplish,  and  at  a 
time,  too,  when  bis  chaiges  against  the  keeper  were  undergoing  an 
investigation. 

The  committee  do  not  intend,  by  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
law  referred  to  them,41  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  while  commissioner  or  inspector  of  the  prison,  and  wish 
to  treat  him  and  his  opinions  with  all  the  delicacy  due  to  his  stand- 
ing, and  the  arduous  and  responsible  trusts  which  have  been  confid- 
ed to  him  by  the  state ;  andijiey  regret  he  should  have  thought  hia 
duty  required  his  continuance  in  office  pending  the  investigation 
which  he  had  himself  invited. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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No.  256. 

i  ■  -- 

IN  SENATE, 

March  11,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Solomon  Devendorff. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  tbe  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Solomon  Devendorff,  praying  for  remuneration 
for  lands  sold  to  him  by  the  state,  which  are  deficient  in  quantity, 

Reported  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition  and  accompanying  documents, 
that  in  the  year  1804,  Jacob  H.  Devendorff  purchased  of  the  state,  lot 
No.  70,  in  the  north  west  part  of  the  Oneida  reservation,  and  in  tbe 
same  year  sold  the  said  lot  to  the  petitioner.  The  lot,  according  to  the 
original  survey,  contained  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres,  and  it 
was  so  afterwards  patented  to  the  petitioner,  who  paid  the  state  six 
hundred  dollars  for  the  same.  The  petitioner  also  paid  to  the  occu- 
pants, which  he  was  compelled  to  do  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  for  their  improvements.  He  also 
paid  to  Jacob  H.  Devendorff,  for  his  interest  in  the  lot,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  making  in  the  whole,  nine  hundred  and  eight  dol- 
lars. 

The  petitioner  has  since  sold  the  land,  and  given  a  deed  of  warran- 
ty. By  a  recent  survey,  satisfactory  to  the  Surveyor-General,  it 
has  been  found,  that  the  lot  contains  only  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres,  and  ninety-seven-hundredths  of  an  acre.  He  has  there 
fore,  paid  for  ten  acres  and  three-hundredths  more  than  he  receiv- 
ed by  the  patent  He  has  been  called  on  to  make  good  this  deficien- 
cy, and  in  consequence  asks  remuneration  of  the  state.  The  com. 
ndttee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  claim  is  equitable,  and  that  the  state 
is  bound,  by  a  strict  regard  to  justice,  to  pay  the  petitioner  the  valu* 

[No.  266.]  1  ' 


often  acres  and  three-hundredths,  at  the  rate  of  the  original  cost, 
including  (he  improvements,  and  the  amoutat  paid  to  Jacpb  H.  De- 
vendorff,  together  with  lawful  interest  on  the  same. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  some  remuneration  should 
be  made  to  the  petitioner,  for  his  trouble,  occasioned  by  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  quantity  of  land. 

The  cost  of  the  ten  acres  and  three-hundredths,  in  1804,  was  about 
forty-nine  dollars.  Add  the  interest  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
and  it  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  and  for  this 
sum,  with  a  remuneration  for  his  expenses,  the  committee  hare  pre* 
pared  a  bill  which  they  herewith  introduce. 
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No.  257. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  20,  1830. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  John  C.  Dobson,  an  Inspector  of  Leather  for  the 
county  of  Erie. 

7b  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-  York, 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  convened. 

The  undersigned,  inspector  of  sole-leather  for  the  county  of  Erie, 
begs  leave,  respectfully,  to  report  to  your  honorabe  body,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  his  official  duties  during  the  year  immediately 
preceding  and  ending  on' the  first  day  of  January,  1830,  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

Of  quality,  best,  number  of  sides,. . . .   232 
«•  good,  «  ....  785 

"  damaged,       "  ....     SO 

Total,....   1047  at4cts $41  88 

for  my  fees. 

That  the  quantity  of  sole-leather  in  this  county  has  increased  one- 
fourth  part  in  amount,  and  one-third  in  value  in  quality;  and  the 
%  prospect  is  fair  that  the  amount  and  value  will  be  much  greater  the 
ensuing  year.  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  that  will  tend  to  the 
improvement,  further  than  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  rigid  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  inspector. 

AIT  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  DOBSON. 
Dated  Buffalo,  February  17, 1880. 
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* 

Erie  County,  m • 

John  C.  Dobson,  being  duly  sworn,  aaith,  that  he,  on  account  of 
sickness,  hath  not  been  able  sooner  to  make  the  above  foport,  and 
further  saith  not. 

JOHN  C.  DOBSON- 
Sworn,  &c.  this  17th  day  ) 
of  Feb.  1880,  before  me, J 

STEPHEN  O.  AUSTIN,  Justice  Peace. 
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No.  258. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  18,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  Elias 
Hawley  and  others,  in  relation  to  Glen's  Falls 
bridge  company. 

*  Mr.  Fox,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Elias  Hawley  and  others,  proprietors  of  the  toll  bridge 
across  the  Hudson  river  at  the  village  of  Glen's  Falls, 


REPORTED: 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find  that  the  petitioners  state  that  the  present  charter  was  granted 
in  1803,  and  expires  in  1833. 

That  the  said  bridge  is  important  to  the  interest  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  from  its  present  decayed  condition,  repairs 
become  necessary ;  and  the  petitioners  pray  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter,  that,  instead  of  temporary  repairs,  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments and  preparations  may  be  made  for  re-building  the  same  in  a 
permanent  manner. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition 
are  true,  and  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable  and 
ought  to  be  granted. 

They  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill,  and  directed  their  chairman 
to  ask  leave  to  present  the  same  to  the  house. 
[No.  858.]  1 
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No.  259. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  17,  1830. 


-As 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  N.  Wilson,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork  for  the 
County  of  Greene. 

Retain  of  the  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork  of  the  county  of  Greene, 
for  the  year  188& 

Inspected  4,170  bbls.  prime  beef. 
"  687    "    mess    do. 

"  189    «    cargo  do. 

4,886    «    beef,  worth #26,848  00 

1}    «    prime  pork, 14  00 


$86,868  00 


Inspection  fees, $733  18 

Charges  for  labor,  building,  &c 844  37 

Nett  amount  of  fees, $488  75 

N.  WILSON. 
CaUkiU,t5tk  January,  1830. 
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No.  260. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  11,  1830. 

MEMORIAL  AND  REMONSTRANCE 

Of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New- York. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  qf  New-Fork. 

The  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New-York, 

Respectfully  Represents  : 

That  your  memorialists  have  examined  the  provisions  of  a  certain 
bill,  reported  in  the  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
several  counties  in  this  state,  other  than  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York,  from  the  support  of  foreign  poor,"  and  they  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty,  to  protest  and  remonstrate  against  the  passage  thereof.} 

The  said  bill,  in  substance  declares,  that  whenever  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  poor  in  any  county  other  than  the  city  and  county 
of  New- York,  shall  suspect  or  believe  any  pauper  who  may  have 
become  a  public  charge  on  such  county,  to  be  a  foreigner,  and  to 
have  landed  originally  in  the  city  of  New- York,  within  the  previ- 
ous two  years,  the  commissioners  of  the  alms-house  and  bridewell 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  shall  be  bound  to  provide  for  the  support, 
not  only  of  such  pauper/ but  of  any  child  or  children  which  he  or 
she  may  have,  within  two  years  after  having  arrived  in  this  state, 
provided  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York  shall  either  have  been  indemnified,  or  shall  have  compounded 
for  the  support  of  such  pauper,  of  which  indemnity  or  compounding, 
the  report  in  writing  to  the  mayor  or  recorder  of  the  said  city,  by 

[No.  160.] 


any  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel,  as  by  law  provided,  shall 
in  all  cases  be  conclusive  evidence. 

If  there  were  no  other  objection  to  the  said  proposed  bill,  your 
memorialists  respectfully  submit,  that  the  species  of  proof  upon  which 
the  city  of  New- York  would,  according  to  its  provisions,  be  saddled 
with  the  burden  of  supporting  such  paupers  pnd  their  children, 
ought  to  condemn  it. 

It  is  certain  that  if  such  a  bill  should  become  a  law,  all  foreign 
paupers  in  the  other  counties,  will  be  suspected  of  haying  arrived 
and  been  reported  in  the  city  of  New-York ;  and  if  it  should  so  hap- 
pen, that  a  name  similar  to  that  by  which  any  such  pauper  may  pass, 
should  be  found  recorded  on  the  book  of  alien  passengers  reported 
in  this  citf  according  to  law,  such  fact  is  to  be  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  such  suspicion,  and  of  the  consequent  liability  of  this 
city.  In  this  manner  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  will  be  charged 
with  the  maintenance  of  numerous  paupers,  who  never  had  arrived 
or  been  reported  here  ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  emigrantswho  come  to  this  country,  and  who  find  their  way  into 
this  state,  bear  the  same  names,  or  names  so  similar,  that  it  is  impoe* 
sible  to  distinguish  with  certainty  between  them ;  and  whenever  a 
case  of  that  kind  should  occur,  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt*  by 
personal  identification,  to  determine  whether  the  pauper  suspected 
by  the  county  superintendent,  and  the  alien  passenger  reported  in 
this  city,  were  the  same  or  different  persons.  In  distant  counties, 
such  investigation  would  be  impracticable,  and  the  result  would  be, 
that  numerous  impositions*  would  be  practised,  and  much  expense 
unjustly  visited  upon  this  city. 

But  even  if  m>  such  cases  as  the  above  should  occur,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  said  law  would  be  unjust  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
this  city. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  of  the  large  number  of  aliens  who  ar- 
rive and  are  reported  in  the  city  of  New- York,  a  portion  proceed  to 
the  country,  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  latter  are  generally  the 
most  useful  and  industrious  class,  and  that  those  most  likely  to  be- 
come charges  upon  the  public,  remain  in  the  city.  On  the  other 
hand,  numbers  of  aliens  find  their  way  to  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
are  there  maintained  at  public  expense,  for  whom  neither  indemnity 
nor  commutation  money  can  be  obtained.  Many  of  the  latter  de- 
scription arrive  in  other  states,  and  are  attracted  to  this  city  by  the 
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superior  facilities  which  it  is  supposed  to  afford,  for  gaining  a  liveli- 
hood, but  a  very  considerable  portion  come  from  the  British  territo- 
ries, through  the  interior  of  this  state. 

"  It  is  notorious,  that  the  British  government  in  order  to  obtain  set- 
tlers in  Canada,  holdout  peculiar  facilities  to  poor  emigrants  for  get- 
ting there,  by  which  many  are  induced  to  take  passages  for  that  pro- 
vince who  either  intend  from  the  outset  to  come  to  the  United 
States,  or  after  their  arrival  determine  upon  so  doing,  from  a  natu- 
ral preference  for  our  form  of  government  and  institutions,  'or  from 
other  causes.  Those,  whose  previous  occupations  have  not  been 
agricultural,  whose  dispositions  are  vicious  or  lazy,  or  whose  habits 
are  idle  or  dissipated,  are  prone  to  seek  a  large  city,  and  thus  the  ci- 
ty of  New-York  becomes  the  resort  of  numerous  emigrants*  general- 
ly of  a  worthless  description,  and  many  of  whom  sooner  or  later  be- 
come a  charge  to  the  public,  while  those  of  more  industrious  and, 
useful  habits  remain,  with  views  of  settling  in  other  parts  of  the 
state. 

If  the  proposed  law  does  not  actually  take  it  for  granted,  that  no 
alien  paupers  find  their  way  into  this  state  through  any  other  chan- 
nel than  the  city  of  New-York,  it  at  least  assumes,  that  none  who 
become  burthens  upon  that  city  ever  come  there  from  any  other  part 
of  the  state,  and  upon  such  erroneous  and  unjust  principles,  it  ad- 
mits of  no  reciprocity  or  fair  distribution  of  whatever  evils  that  class 
of  persons  may  bring  with  them,  but  imposes  upon  the  city  all  fo« 
reign  paupers  and  their  offspring,  for  whose  support  it  shall  be  pre- 
sumed, upon  circumstances  slight  and  fallacious  in  themselves,  that 
indemnity  has  been  received,  in  addition  to  the  burthen  of  maintain- 
ing all  other  paupers  of  the  same  character,  who  cannot  be  pre- 
vented from  coming  there  in  various  ways  that  admit  of  no  .such  in- 
demnity* 

The  support  of  alien  paupers  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  burthens 
most  reluctantly  borne  in  every  community,  and  it  is  natural  that 
every  county  in  the  state  should  endeavor  to  throw  off  as  much  of 
it  as  possible ;  but  your  memorialists  trust  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  state,  bound,  as  it  is,  to  protect  equally  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  will  not  sanction  a  measure,  the  certain  result  of  which 
must  be  to  increase  the  burden  of  pauperism  with  which  this  city  is 
already  unduly  oppressed. 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


The  expenditures  for  the  alms-house,  bridewell  und  (tenkeatiary 
departments  in  the  citj  of  New-York,  amounted,  for  the  year  1829, 
to  about  #125,000,  of  which  enormous  sum  more  than  one  half  was 
expended  on  foreigners,  while  the. amount  of  commutation  money 
received  for  alien  passengers,  during  the  same  year,  was  only 
$8,700.  Formerly  a  considerable  amount  was  received  for  the  sup- 
port of  foreign  poor  in  this  city  from  auction  fees,  but  the  sum 
derived  from  that  source  is  now  reduced  to  $10,000  annually :  com- 
merce is  depressed,  and  the  consequence  is,  want  of  employment 
for  the  laboring  poor ;  and,  from  the  same  cause,  nothing  can  be  col- 
lected, in  many  instances,  upon  the  bonds  of  indemnity  taken  to 
guard  against  alien  passengers  becoming  a  public  charge  to  the  city. 

The  expense  of  supporting  foreign  paupers  must,  from  obvious 
causes,  be  increasing  every  year  in  this  city,  in  an  unequal  propor- 
tion with  the  rest  of  the  state.  Against  this  there  is,  perhaps,  no 
remedy  ;  and  although  the  necessary  consequence  must  be,  increas- 
ed taxation  upon  the  inhabitants,  it  must  be  borne  as  an  incident  to 
the  condition  of  things  in  a  large  city.  But  when  a  law  of  the  state 
is  applied  for  from  another  quarter,  the  plain  and  undisguised  object 
of  which  is,  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  every  other  part  of  the 
stpte  from  the  comparatively  small  share  of  this  evil  which  falls  up- 
on it,  and  to  throw  it  as  much  as  possible  upon  this  city,  and  that, 
upon  the  mistaken  presumption  that  this  city  is  the  only  medium  of 
its  introduction  into  the  state,  your  memorialists  would  be  remiss  in 
their  publil  duty  if  they  neglected  to  resist  such  an  attempt,  by  an 
appeal  to  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body  against  it. 

As  the  bill  in  question  appears  to  have  been  reported  upon  an 
application  from  Kings  county,  your  memorialists  would  simply  re- 
mark, that  if  it  be  true  that  the  contiguity  ef  that  county  to  the  city 
of  New- York,  has  increased  its  number  of  foreign  poor,  it  is  also 
true,  that  to  the  same  cause  it  owes  its  increasing  prosperity  and 
importance.  From  this  cause  has  the  village  of  Brooklyn  almost 
grown  into  a  city ;  deriving  a  large  portion  of  benefit  from  the  trade 
and  enterprize  of  this  city,  without  being  directly  subject  to  the  loss- 
es and  public  incumbrances  which  are  their  inevitable  attendants. 
The  burden  for  the  support  of  foreign  poor  in  that  county,  bears  no 
proportion  to  that  which  falls  upon  the  city  from  the  same  somjee ; 
and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  your  memorialists  can  hardly  believe 
that  the  supervisors  of  that  county  could  have  anticipated  such  a  bfll 
as  that  now  before  the  Legislature  as  the  remedy,  or  that,  upon  a 
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fall  consideration  of  its  effects,  they  would  approve  of  a  law  of  that 
character. 

Your  memorialists  conclude,  by  respectfully  praying  that  neither 
the  said  proposed  law,  nor  any  other  of  a  similar  tendency,  may  be 
passed  by  your  honorable  body. 

By  the  Common  Council, 

WALTER  BOWNE, 

J.  MoBTOir, 
Clerk. 
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No,  261, 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  27,  1830. 

I  ssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssss 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  relative  to  the  division  of 
the  town  of  Brookhaven,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  divide  the  town  of  Brookhaven,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,"  and  also  the  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  said  town  against  the  same, 

BEPORTED— 

That  the  petition  sets  forth  as  a  principal  reason  for  dividing  said 
town,  its  large  extent;  being  about  twenty  miles  in  width  across  the 
island,  twenty-three  miles  on  the  south,  and  about  fifteen  on  the 
north  side,  in  length. 

That  said  town  contains  upwards  of  six  thousand  inhabitants ;  and 
that  the  place  for  holding  town-meetings  being  at  the  centre  of  the 
town,  great  inconvenience  is  necessarily  occasioned  to  those  who 
live  at  the  extremities.  They  therefore  ask  for  a  division  of  said 
town,  by  a  line  running  nearly  east  and  west  through  the  middle  of 
the  island ;  which,  if  the  map  furnished  your  committee  be  correct, 
would  give,  upon  either  side  of  said  line,  an  extent  of  territory  about 
equal,  and  from  aught  that  appears,  an  equal  amount  of  population 
also. 

The  committee  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  a  division 
of  said  town,  in  the  manner  sought  by  the  petitioners,  would  essen- 
tially lessen  the  inconvenience  complained  of:  For  while,  by  the 
contemplated  division  of  the  town,  some  would  be  brought  nearer 
to  the  centre  of  the  different  towns,  yet  others  would  be  removed 
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still  faither  than  they  now  are.  Indeed  it  is  obvious  from  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  the  town,  that  no  other  than  a  division  into 
four  towns  would  accomplish  the  avowed  objects  of  the  petitioners : 
Still,  if  it  was  the  manifest  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  town,  that  such  a  division  should  take  place  ;  or  if  such  were 
the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  in  either  of  the  contem- 
plated towns,  and  the  same  could  be  done  without  interfering  with 
the  privileges,  or  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  those  who  should 
be  opposed  to  such  a  measure,  the  committee  would  see  no  good 
reason  why  the  bill  referred  to  them  should  not  become  a  law. 

It  seems,  however,  that  by  a  patent  issued  by  Governor  Dongan 
in  1686,  incorporating  the  town  of  Brookhaven,  certain  fisheries 
were  vested  in  the  trustees  and  their  successors  for  the  benefit  of 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  said  town,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  "certain  quit-rents  therein  mentioned.  That  from  their  fisheries 
no  inconsiderable  revenue  is  derived,  which  goes  very  far  toward 
defraying  the  expenses  of  said  town. 

That  some  years  since,  the  trustees  of  said  town  commuted  for 
those  quit-rents ;  and,  among  other  things,  as  your  committee  are 
advised,  it  was  stipulated  in  the  agreement,  that  in  case  said  town 
should  be  divided,  they  would  pay  to  the  individuals  interested  in 
those  quit-rents,  certain  sums,  whieh,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to 
about  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Now  it  should  be  observed,  that  those  fisheries,  or  by  far  the 
most  valuable  of  them,  are  contiguous  to  the  south  bay  on  the  south 
side  of  this  town.  And  it  should  also  be  observed,  that  those  who 
ask  for  this  division,  to  a  man,  live  on  this  same  south  side  :  And  by 
the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  befeke  your  committee,  it  is  very  modest- 
ly declared  that  all  the  rights  of  fishing,  fowling,  &c,  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Brookhaven,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  here- 
after be  and  remain  the  property  of  the  town  in  which  they  may 
lie,  &c.  The  consequence  of  all  this  would  be,  though  vastly  con- 
venient no  doubt  for  the  petitioners  inhabiting  the  south  side  of  the 
town,  that  the  good  people  on  the  north  side  would  be  deprived  of 
the  right  of  fishery,  and  the  revenue  derived  therefrom  not  any ; 
but  if  this  town  should  be  divided,  would  actually  be  compelled  to 
pay  their  share  of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  as  the  price  of  such 
division. 
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Without  adverting  to  the  question  whether  the  Legislature  would 
pass  any  law,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  disturb  rights  secured 
by  charter,  unless  upon  request  of  the  corporation,  and  that  too  ex- 
pressed in  the  only  legitimate  way,  your  committee  deem  the  pre- 
sent measute  so  glaringly  unjust  and  oppressive,  as  to  require  but  a 
simple  statement  of  the  facts  to  end  all  further  legislation  on  th* 
subject. 

The  committed  would  further  remark,  that  wttle  the  petitions  for 
this  division  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty  manes,  and  them  ex- 
clusively being  on  the  south  side  of  the  line,  the  remonstrance  con- 
tains the  names  of  upward  of  five  hundred,  of  whom  a  number  great- 
er than  those  attached  to  the  petitions,  *lso  live  on  the  south  side. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law,  and  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition* 
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No.  262. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  27,   1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Brooks  and  others,  collectors  of  the  several 
wards  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Lush,  from  the  select  committee  consisting  of  the  members 
of  this  House  from  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Anthony  Brooks  and  others,  collectors  of  the 
several  wards  in  the  city  of  Albany, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  collectors  represent  in  their  petition  that,  on  account  of 
the  extreme  scarcity  of  money  at  this  season  of  the  year,  they  will 
be  unable,  without  an  extension  of  time  can  be  obtained  in  the  man- 
ner solicited  in  their  petition,  to  collect  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
amount  authorised  by  their  several  warrants  to  be  collected,  without 
creating  great  distress  among  the  poorer  classes  of  people  in  this 
city. 

Your  committee  have  taken  the  pains  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
their  collections,  and  have  ascertained  on  investigation,  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  taxes  still  remaining  due  and  uncollected,  are,  in 
the  event,  to  be  paid  by  that  class  of  the  community,  and  that  an 
immediate  pressure  on  them  by  levy  and  sale^  would  cause  the  sa- 
crifice of  a  large  amount  of  personal  property,  consisting  of  such  ar- 
ticles as  are  necessary  in  their  families,  and  would  bring  with  it 
great  distress,  if  not  ruin,  on  a  considerable  portion  of  our  citizens. 
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Impressed,  therefore  with  these  considerations,  jour  committee 
have  concluded,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable  and 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  263, 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  1,1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  Grievances,  on  the  petition  of 
Edmund  Simpson. 

Mr.  Granger,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Edmund  Simpson, 

REPORTED— 

* 

That  the  petitioner  represents' that  he  is  the  lessee  of  a  theatrical 
establishment  in  the  city  of  New-York,  commonly  known  as  the 
Park  Theatre :  that  the  lease  thereof  was  taken  by  him  with  refer- 
ence to  the  laws  as  they  existed  anterior  to  the  passage  of  a  law  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  create  a  fund  in  aid  of  the  society  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  juvenile  delinquents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  April 
29,  1829  :  that  by  said  act  an  annual  tax  of  five  hundred  dollars  is 
imposed  upon  each  theatre  within  said  city ;  which  tax  the  petition- 
er considers  "  oppressive,  partial  and  unjust." 

From  the  formation  of  our  government  to  the  present  time,  the 
Legislature  has  vested  in  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  several  ci- 
ties and  incorporated  villages,  the  power  to  grant  licenses  for  shews 
and  exhibitions,  upon  such  terms  as  might  be  established  by  said  au- 
thorities, or  as  should  be  declared  by  legislative  enactment ;  the 
committee,  therefor,  have  confined  themselves  to  the  single  ques- 
tion, whether  the  tax  demanded  by  the  lftw  of  the  last  session  is  un- 
justly severe  in  its  amount. 

.  To  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  upon  this  point,  your  committee 
have  been  greatly  aided  by  the  conduct  of  the  petitioner. 
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The  same  Legislature  that  created  the  law  of  which  the  petitioner 
complains,  also  declared  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  aet  for  the  preven- 
tion of  masquerades,1'  passed  April  25,  1829,  that  it  should  not  be 
lawful  for  the  manager  or  keeper  of  any  theatre  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  to  permit  within  said  theatre  any  masquerade,  or  masquerade 
ball,  and  inflicted  a  penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  any  infraction 
of  said  law ;  yet  it  is  well  known  that  the  petitioner,  Edmund  Simp- 
son, has  recently  permitted  the  said  Park  Theatre  to  be  used  for  the 
purposes  prohibited  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  can  neither  suppose  tjhat  an  annual  tax 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  can  be  considered  as  oppressive  upon  an  es- 
tablishment whose  proprietor  can  seek  pecuniary  advantage,  by  the 
payment  of  a  penalty  to  double  that  amount,  for  the  profits  of  a  sin- 
gle night ;  nor  do  they  find  in  the  facts  set  forth,  or  in  the  manner  in 
which  that  theatre  is  conducted,  sqch  peculiar  regard  for.  the  laws 
of  our  state,  and  for  the  public  morals,  as  to  make  it  an  object  of  le- 
gislative sympathy.  They  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  report 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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No.  264. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  12,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Hackney. 

The  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Hackney, 

REPORT—  . 

That  the  petitioner  claims  bounty  lands,  or  a  compensation  there- 
for, on  account  of  revolutionary  services.  He  states  in  his  petition, 
that  he  enlisted  into  the  army  of  the  revolution  in  the  fall  of  1782, 
for  three  years,  at  the  German-Flatts.  Soon  after  his  enlistment  he 
was  marched  to  West-Point,  and  attached  to  the  regiment  of  New- 
York  artillery,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lamb.  He  was  retained  in 
service  during  the  period  of  his  enlistmnnt,  and  when  that  expired 
enlisted  again,  and  was  marched  to  Muskingum,  Ohio.  He  continued 
attached  to  the  army  nearly  six  years  after  he  was  marched  to  the 
west,  and  has  resided  in  that  section  of  country  ever  since. 
Having  been  successful  in  business  after  he  left  the  army,  and  far 
removed  from  his  native  state  w^ch  he  had  left  at  an  early  age,  be 
made  no  application  for  bounty  lands,  thinking  them  of  little  conse- 
quence. A  change  in  his  circumstances  has  brought  him  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  an  applicant  at  your  doors. 

These  facts  are  proved  by  the  oath  of  the  petitioner,  of  whose  re- 
spectability your  committee  have  the  most  satisfactory  evidence.  It 
is  shown  to  your  committee,  that  he  is  now  and  has  been  for  several 
years  a  judge  of  the  county  courts  in  a  neighboring  state.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  own  affidavit,  he  supports  his  claim  by  the  evidence  of 
William  Hackney,  of  Canajoharie  in  the  county  of  Montgomery* 
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This  witness  appeared  before  jour  committee,  and  was  duly  examin- 
ed on  oath.  His  statements  confirm  all  the  material  allegations  in 
the  petition.  He  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  revolution,  having  enlist- 
ed at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  served  in  the  same  company  and 
regiment  as  Joseph  Hackney,  the  petitioner.  Being  a  during4he- 
ipor-mcm,  he  was  discharged  at  its  close,  and  returned  home.  Wil- 
liam Hackney  has  received  a  patent  for  his  bounty  land,  but  Joseph 
Hackney  has  not,  as  is  evident  from  the  balloting  book  and  the 
testimony  adduced. 

>  Your  committee  believe  this  to  be  a  case  in  which  there  can  be 
very  little  doubt  as  to  the  facts  or  the  equity  of  the  claim.  It  pre- 
sents an  opportunity  to  do  justice  to  one  who  early  in  life  embarked 
in  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  has  since  shown  himself  worthy 
of  her  confidence  and  regard.  Your  committee  have  prepared  a  bill 
for  his  relief,  which  they  ask  leave  to  introduce. 
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No.  265. 

IN  SENATE, 

•  March  11,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petitions  of  the  Long  Island  Sound  Harbour  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  Masters  and  Pilots  of  vessels  na- 
vigating the  waters  of  the  Long  Island  Sound. 

Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  select  committee,  consisting  ot  the  Sena- 
tors from  the  first  senate  district,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  Long  Island  Sound  Harbour  Company — and  also  the  petition 
of  the  masters  and  pilots  of  vessels  navigating  the  waters  of  the 
Long  Island  Sound, 

RSPORTSD  AS  FOLLOWS,  TO  WIT  : — 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  be- 
rftowtf  upon  it  that  attention  which  the  nature  of  the  ease  re- 
quire* 

The  object  which  the  petitioners  have  in  view  is  highly  meritori- 
ous and  interesting,  not  only  to  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Suffolk  county,  but  to  the  extensive  navigation  carried  on  and 
conducted  through  the  Long  Island  Sound* 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  emanating  from  both  of  these 
interests,  that  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Sound,  for  a  distance  of 
more  than  seventy  miles,  has  been,  and  still  is,  entirely  destitute  of 
a  harbour  for  the  shelter  of  vessels,  or  a  landing  place  for  produce. 
Thi*  deprivation  subjects  a  great  portion  of  the  raisers  of  produce 
to  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  expense  in  transporting  their  articles 
by  land j  to  the  northern  part  of  the  island  to  find  a  harbour,  in  or- 
der to  send  the  same  produce  southerly  to  the  city  of  New-York. 
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This  harbour  to  which  they  are  obliged  to  resort,  is  at  the  head 
of  an  inland  bay,  connected  with  the  Sound  by  a  long,  serpentine, 
narrow  inlet,  of  dangerous  navigation ;  yet  bad  as  it  is,  an  exten- 
sive trade  is  carried  on  between  it  and  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
other  places,  and  keeping  in  employ  about  sixty  vessels  of  various 
descriptions,  transporting  the  productions,  and  supplying  the  wants, 
of  that  part  of  the  island. 

These  vessels,  together  with  a  number  of  others  plying  between 
eastern  ports  and  this  place,  and  New-Tork,  have  long  been  sub- 
jected to  the  inconvenience,  loss  and  damage,  arising  from  the  want 
of  an  intermediate  harbour  of  easy  access,  into  which  they  can  en- 
ter, and  escape  the  perils  of  an  approaching  storm. 

Such  a  harbour  and  landing  place  wbuld  extend  great  relief  and 
many  advantages  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  farming  interest,  by 
shortening  the  distance  of  land  transportation.  To  a  great  portion, 
it  would  save  a  travel  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  and  at  the 
same  time  furnish  a  place  of  deposit  twice  that  distance  nearer  by 
water,  to  the  destined  market. 

This  subject  is  presented  in  a  more  public  and  general  point  of 
view,  as  appears  to  the  committee,  by  the  second  petition  signed  by 
the  masters  and  pilots  navigating  the  Long  Island  Sound.  This 
Sound  is  the  great  thoroughfare  for  ships,  and  vessels  of  all  de- 
scriptions, belonging  to  different  states  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  fo- 
reign nations.  The  number  in  sight  is  often  immense — traversing 
the  Sound  in  different  directions ;  and  the  navigation  is  considered 
as  safe  as  any  other,  in  ordinary  weather.  But  in  inclement  and 
stormy  seasons  of  the  year,  or  when  theatened  with  tempest,  and 
sudden  danger,  a  harbour  is  their  only  hope  and  safety — and  many 
vessels  not  having  been  able  to  reach  one  in  time,  have  been  driven 
on  shore  and  destroyed.  Much  property,  and  many  lives  have 
been  lost,  and  are  lost  almost  annually,  for  want  of  such  adjacent 
accommodation.  In  this  respect  the  navigation  of  the  Sound  is 
more  perilous  than  the  ocean  side ;  where  vessels  can  stand  out  at 
sea,  and  clear  the  dangers  of  the  coast. 

The  petitioners,  impressed  with  these  considerations,  employed 
an  engineer  to  survey  the  eastern  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  most  eligible  situation  for  a  harbour — and  very  soon 
fixed  upon  a  spot,  which  nature  seemed  to  point  out  for  that  pur- 
pose.   An  inland  water  or  pond,  850  feet  from  the  shore,  situated 
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in  the  town  of  Southold,  was  ascertained  to  be  of  sufficient  depth 
and  extent,  to  accommodate  about  one  hundred  vessels,  of  almost 
any  tonnage.  From  this  pond  to  the  shore  of  the  Sound  the  peti- 
tioners propose  to  cut  a  channel,  or  ship  canal,  which  will  cost  about 
forty  thousand  dollars.  And  the  petitioners  pray  for  the  passage 
of  an  act,  incorporating  them,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Long  Island 
Sound  Harbour  Company,"  with  a  capital  of  the  above  sum,  to  be 
divided  into  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  ef- 
fecting their  object 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
is  reasonable  and  proper,  and  ought  to  be  granted — and  for  that 
purpose  the  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  and  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  same. 
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No.  266. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  12,  1830. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the   Female  Association  of  New- York,  praying 
for  pecuniary  aid. 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-York,  in  Senate  and 
Assembly  convened: 

The  memorial  of  the  female  association  of  New- York, 

RS8PBOTT0XJ.T  RsFBBSSHTS  *• 

That  their  institution  was  founded  in  the  year  1798,  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sick  poor ;"  that  in  the  course  of  their  visits  of  mercy, 
among  this  peculiarly  suffering  portion  of  the  needy,  they  early  be- 
came convinced,  that  however  strong  the  claim  of  these  for  physical 
relief,  the  call  for  the  moral  and  literary  melioration  of  their  chil- 
dren was  eminently  greater,  as  but  few  schools  for  their  benefit  ex- 
isted in  the  city,  and  those  were  under  the  immediate  care  of 
churches,  and  conducted  on  sectarian  principles,  excluding  a  large 
portion  of  the  population,  and  also  entirely  inadequate  to  the  num- 
bers and  wants  of  the  poor. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  turned  their  attention  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  school  for  female  children,  to  be  conducted  on  per- 
fectly catholic  principles,  and  open  to  all  who  were  proper  objects 
of  a  gratuitous  education,  whatever  might  be  the  religious  opinions 
of  the  parents.  They  accordingly  commenced  a  school  of  this  de- 
scription in  the  year  1800,  and  as  no  seminary  of  the  kind  had  pre- 
viously existed  in  this  place,  the  Female  Association  may  be  justly 
considered  as  the  pioneers  in  the  great  work  of  dispersing  the  heavy 
cloud  of  moral  and  literary  darkness  which  pervaded  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  under  the  shadow  of  which,  a  large  portion  of  its 
poor  population  were  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice. 
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With  limited  funds,  the  association,  for  several  years,  pursued  its . 
silent  and  unobtrusive,  but  meritorious  and  useful  labors,  confined 
to  the  support  of  a  single  school.  But  after  the  "  Public  School  So- 
ciety,91 of  which  noble  institution  the  Female  Association  may  be 
deemed  the  parent  stock,  had  been  some  years  in  operation,  your 
memorialists  being  assisted  by  the  trustees  of  that  society  with  the 
gratuitous  use  of  two  rooms  in  their  buildings,  were  enabled  to  en- 
large their  operations,  and  for  several  years  supported  and  conduct- 
ed three  female  schools,  containing  about  seven  hundred  children. 

In  the  year  1813,  the  association  was  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature, and  some  years  after  was  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the 
common  school  fund,  by  the  aid  of  which,  they  were  able  success- 
fully  to  continue  their  schools  for  a  series  of  years,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  thousands  of  the  children  of  the  most  destitute  poor  of 
the  city. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  law  of  1824,  relative  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  common  school  monies  in  New-York,  and  the  ordinance 
of  the  corporation  which  followed  said  law,  your  memorialists  were 
deprived  of  all  further  participation  in  those  funds,  and  thus  were 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  discontinuing  one  of  their 
schools,  and  shortly  after,  of  giving  up  another.  Under  various  dis- 
couragements, the  association  persevered  in  the  support  of  their  on- 
ly remaining  establishment,  until  within  two  years,  when  they  found 
their  resources  so  much  exhausted,  that  it  became  expedient  either 
to  give  up  the  school  entirely,  or  to  make  seme  change  in  the  made 
of  operation  which  would  admit  of  a  curtailed  expenditure. 

Unwilling  to  quit  the  field  of  usefulness  in  which  they  had  been 
so  long  engaged,  your  memorialists  thus  circumstanced,  were  induc- 
ed to  turn  their  attention  to  a  younger  class  of  the  children  of  the 
poor,  and  to  adopt  the  infant  school  system. 

That,  with  the  first  dawning  of  intellect,  and  so  soon  as  the  facul- 
ty of  speech  is  developed,  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  infant  are  ^sus- 
ceptible  of  receiving  instruction,  and  of  being  trained  in  habits  of  mo- 
ral order;  that  education  consequently  cannot  be  commenced  at  too 
early  a  period  of  life ;  and  that  with  respect  to  the  children  of  the 
poor  this  is  of  pre-eminent  importance,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
protected  from  the  contaminating  influence  to  which,  in  a  large  city, 
they  are  po  greatly  exposed,  your  memorialists  consider  such  plain 
truths  as  not  to  require  argument. 
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Id  reference  to  the  peculiar  system  of  instruction  which  has 
been  introduced  within  a  few  years  for  very  young  children,  the 
association  can  adopt  the  language  of  the  trustees  of  the  public 
schools.  "  They  have  become  satisfied  of  its  superior  advantages  in 
unfolding  the  infant  intellect,  and  that  the  system  is  applicable  to 
children  of  all  classes ;  but  to  those  of  the  poor,  there  are  incidental 
circumstances  which  render  it  particularly  appropriate.9'  With 
these  views,  your  memorialists  commenced  an  infant  school,  which 
is  now  attended  by  nearly  two  hundred  children  of  both  sexes,  and 
which,  in  its  operation  and  results,  has  been  highly  gratifying  to  the 
association. 

But  the  pecuniary  means  are  wanting  to  carry  their  views  into  ef- 
fect, and  aware  of  the  deep  interest  which  the  Legislature  of  New- 
York  has  always  evinced  in  the  great  cause  of  education,  your  me- 
morialists are  induced  respectfully  to  submit  their  wishes  to  the 
consideration  of  the  fathers  of  the  state,  with  an  earnest  desire  that 
such  a  donation  may  be  granted  them  as  will  enable  them  to  continue 
this  useful  and  commendable  charity. 

Witness  the  seal  of  said  Female  Association,  this  sixth  day  of 
[i*  a.]     March,  1830. 

MARY  MINTURN, 

First  Directress. 
Sarah  C.  Hawxhurst, 
Secretary. 
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No.  267. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  24,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Establishment  and  Im- 
provement of  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  the  Incorpo- 
ration of  Turnpike  Companies,  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Clinton. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  on  the  establishment  and  im- 
provement of  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  incorporation  of  turnpike 
companies,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Clinton, 

BEPOBTED: 

That  the  petitioners  pray  for  the  passage  of  an  act,  authorising 
them  to  draw  from  the  treasury  three  thousand  dollars :  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  to  be  repaid  to  the  state  in  three  years, 
by  a  tax  on  said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  working  a 
road  through  a  part  of  their  county. 

That  on  examining  the  papers  referred  to  them  on  this  subject, 
the  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  any  notice  of 
such  application  has  been  given,  as  required  by  law  in  such  cases. 
They  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

_  9 

Retolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 
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No.  268. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

February  26,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Establishment  and  Im- 
provement of  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  the  Incorpo- 
ration of  Turnpike  Companies,  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Johnsburgh,  in 
the  county  of  Warren. 

Mr.  Mott,  from  the  committee  on  the  establishment  and  im- 
provement of  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  incorporation  of  turnpike 
.  companies,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Johnsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  praying  for 
money  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  west  branch  of  the  Hudson  ri- 
yer, 

REPORTED: 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  is  to  obtain  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  bridge  across  the  west  branch  of  the  Hudson  river,  in  the 
county  of  Warren. 

The  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  in  justification  of  their  claim, 
not  having  been  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  induce  the  committee  to 
recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, they  directed  their  chairman  to  introduce  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Jtoofoed,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 
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No.  269. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 

99aKae9sssss=-9sassssBBa=as 

^  REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  on  the  petition  of 
Gotlieb  Kraick. 

Mr.  Granger,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Gotlieb  Kraick, 

REPORTED : 

That  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
petitioner,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1790,  obtained  letters  patent  for 
lot  No.  85,  in  the  town  of  Cicero,  in  the  Military  tract  The  peti- 
tioner represents,  that  owing  to  his  poverty  he  was  for  a  long  time 
unable  to  explore  said  lot,  which,  upon  examination,  proves  to  be 
wholly  unsusceptible  of  cultivation ;  which  averment  is  sustained 
by  an  affidavit  accompanying  the  petition,  and  relief  is  asked  from 
the  state. 

Without  dwelling  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  proof  in  this  ease, 
and  that  your  committee  may  not  create  the  delusive  hope,  that 
should  the  fact  stated  by  the  petitioner  be  substantiated,  he  might 
expect  remuneration  from  the  state,  they  feel  it  due,  as  well  to  him 
as  to  the  House,  to  declare  that  they  cannot  suppose  that  the  Legis- 
lature would  ever  sanction  a  doctrine  by  which  it  would  be  called 
upon  to  pass  in  judgment  upon  the  respective  value  of  the  lands  that 
the  just  bounty  of  die  state  has  awarded  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution. 

The  petitioner,  in  common  with  others,  took  the  equal  "  hazard 
of  the  die ;"  and  while  all  will  regret  that  the  intended  justice  of  the 
state  has  not  carried  to  him  a  reward  more  adequate  to  the  services 
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he  has  rendered,  your  committee  cannot  believe  that  there  is  any 
one  who  will  contend  that  it  is  either  necessary  or  safe  for  the  Le- 
gislature to  attempt  to  equalize  the  value  of  this  wide  spread  bounty 
among  its  many  recipient*  >-  Tbey  have  directed  their  chairman  to 
report  the  following  resolution : 

R&olvedy  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
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No.  270. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 

-  REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace,  &c. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Shepherd,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled *  An  act  concerning  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace/  pass- 
ed May  4,  1829,"  as  also  a  resolution  passed  by  this  House  direct- 
ing that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  fill  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  death  or  otherwise, 

REPORTED : 

That  they  have  examined  the  same,  together  with  the  law  of  the 
4th  of  May  last,  to  which  it  is  intended  as  an  amendment. 

The  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  biU  submitted 
for  their  examination  ought,  with  some  alterations,  to  be  passed  into 
a  law.  The  sole  object  of  the  bill  is  to  supply  vacancies,  which  may 
from  time  to  time  occur  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  nine  or 
ten  months  earlier  than  they  can  be  filled  by  the  present  law,  which 
in  many  towns  is  frequently  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  in- 
habitants. And  as  it  is  desirable  to  provide  for  every  case,  which 
by  *ny  means  may  occur  that  would  cause  unnecessary  expense  or 
delay  in  the  administration  of  justice  ;  and  as  one,  two  or  more  of 
the  officers  of  justice  of  the  peace,  might  possibly  beeome  vacant  in 
a  single  town  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  annual  town-meeting,  the 
committee  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  strike  out  the  3d,  3d 
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and  4th  sections  of  said  bill,  and  have  also  introduced- a  new  section 
which  becomes  necessary,  on  account  of  the  delay  that  has  attend- 
ed the  passage  of  this  bill ;  and,  with  these  alterations,  they  recom- 
mend that  it  be  passed  into  a  law ;  and  now  ask  leave  to  introduce 
the  same. 
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No.  271. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 

t 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  on  the  petition  of 

Junia  Curtis. 

'  Mr.  Granger,  from  the  committee  on  grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Junia  Curtis, 

REPORTED : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  in  the  year  1825,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Simeon  Ford,  the  engineer  of  the  pump-works  at  Salina, 
to  build  new  pump-works  at  said  Tillage,  and  to  perform  other  ser- 
vices, involving  heavy  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner. 
The  bill  for  which  labor  and  materials  were  from  time  to  time  pre- 
sented by  the  petitioner  to  the  said  engineer,  who  made  no  objec- 
tion until  after  the  whole  work  had  been  completed.  That  after  the 
completion  of  said  works,  he  often  requested  said  engineer  to  settle 
said  accounts,  which  he  neglected  to  do ;  and  that  after  several  fruit- 
less attempts  to  make  a  settlement,  he,  the  petitioner,  agreed  to  sub- 
mit said  accounts  to  John  Maynard,  then  inspector  of  salt  at  Salina. 

The  petitioner  further  represents,  that  the  accounts  between  the 
engineer  and  himself  were  presented  to  said  inspector,  and  that  then 
for  the  first  time,  the  said  engineer  objected  to  the  charges  made  by 
your  petitioner,  who,  after  much  trouble,  substantiated  items  of  ac- 
count to  the  amount  of  about  $6,600,  and  that  the  account  of  said' 
engineer  amounted  to  about  $3,300,  leaving  a  balance  due  to  the  pe- 
titioner of  $3,200.  That  before  the  final  adjustment  of  said  accounts, 
the  petitioner  was  taken  severely  and  dangerously  sick;  during 
which  time,  the  said  inspector  partially  audited  said  accounts,  and 
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certified  a  balance  of  one  hundred  and  nine  dollars  as  due  to  the  pe- 
titioner. 

The  petitioner  further  represents  that  he  has  since  requested  a 
re-examination  of  said  accounts  by  the  superintendent  and  inspector, 
but  that  said  Qfficers  have  doubted  their  right  under  the  existing 
laws  to  re-examine  said  accounts,  or  to  make  any  further  adjustment 
thereof;  and  the  petitioner  prays  that  the  said  superintendent  and 
inspector,  or  either  of  them,  may  be  authorised  ta  re-examine  said 
accounts,  and  to  make  such  determination  in  the  premises  as  they 
may  think  just. 

The  facts  above  recited  are  made  upon  the  oath  of  the  petitioner, 
and  are  supported  by  several  affidavits  from  persons  whose  situation 
and  employment  at  the  sah  work*  .gave  them  opportunities  to  be 
well  informed  as  to  the  fycte  sfctfed  bjr  him,  and  one  of  whom  was 
employed  as  agent  to  the  engineer,  and  who  all  concur  in  the  opin- 
ion and  belief,  that  a  large  sum  of  money  yet  remains  due  and  un- 
paid to  the  petitioner  for  the  labor  done  and  materials  furnished  at 
said  works. 

Upon  a  full  view  of  the  facts  thus  set  forth  and  substantiated,  your 
committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner is  reasonable  and  should  be  granted.  They  have  directed 
their  chairman  to  prepare  and  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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No.  272. 

j—— 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  15,  1830 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  General  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mechan- 
ics* and  other  Working  men  of  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  qfthe  State  of  New-York. 

The  memorial  of  the  general  executive  committee  of  the  mechan- 
ics' and  other  working  men,  and  those  friendly  to  their  interests,  in 
the  city  of  New- York, 

RESPECTFULLY  ShSWBTH  : 

That  your  memorialists  have  learned  with  deep  concern,  that 
there  is  a  bill  before  your  honorable  body,  to  repeal  the  present  law 
imposing  a  tax  on  bank  stock ;  against  the  passage  of  which  your 
memorialists  respectfully  remonstrate. 

The  impolicy  as  well  as  the  injustice  of  such  a  measure  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  your  memorialsts  will 
endeavor  to  show. 

The  substitute  offered  in  lieu  thereof,  to  tax  individual  stockhol- 
ders, has  been' found  inoperative,  and  can  reach  but  a  small  part  of 
the  capital  invested  in  the  monied  institutions  now  subject  to  taxa- 
tion in  this  city ;  in  proof  of  which  your  memorialists  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  facts  :  In  1822,  the  year  immediate- 
ly {Receding  the  present  law  to  tax  stock  companies  going  into  ope- 
ration, the  whole  amount  of  personal  property  assessed  and  subject 
to  taxation,  was  $17,958,570.  In  1828,  the  present  law  went  into 
operation,  and  the  amount  of  personal  property  arose  to  $83 ,  846 ,941 , 
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making  a  difference  of  $15,288,370,  the  first  year,  arising  from  the 
different  mode  of  taxation. 

.  The  whole  amount  of  capital,  including  insurance  and  other  incor- 
porate companies  returned  this  year,  1828,  was  $18,643,700.  If 
the  increase  as  above  stated,  be  deducted  from  this  amount)  it  will 
give  the  probable  amount  of  the  capital  of  these  companies  which 
paid  a  tax  in  1823,  when  stockholders  only  were  subject  to  taxation, 
which  would  be  $3,365,329. 

The  capital  of  the  thirteen  banks  in  this  city  which  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  present  law,  as  returned  by  the  assessois  in 
1829,  was  $11,991,447,  and  paid  into  our  treasury  $54,039  02. 

The  amount  of  bank  capital  assessed  in  1829,  was  only  $5,967,123 
less  than  the  whole  amount  of  personal  property  in  1822. 

The  whole  amount  of  stocks  exclusive  of  real  estate,  assessed  in 
1829,  was  $21,944,235,   being  $3,985,664  more  than  the  total* 
amount  of  personal  property  returned  in  1822.  '  The  amount  i 
ed  on  this  stock,  was  $98,960  96,  of  which  $54,039  02  was  i 
ed  on  bank  stock,  the  greater  part  of  which  your  memorialists  con- 
ceive will  be  lost  to  the  city,  provided  the  present  law  should  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  former  mode  of  taxing  stockholders  adopted. 

m 

The  personal  property  of  this  city,  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
for  the  last  eight  years,  has  been  as  follows : 

Pereond  property.  Real  eitate  faring  fame  period. 

In  1822,  $17,958,570, 1822,  $53,000,000 

«  1823,    33,246,941, 1823,  50,000,000 

«  1824,    35,550,906, 1824,  52,000,000 

"  1825,     42,734,151, 1825,  58,000,000 

"  1826,     42,534,931, 1826,  64,000,000 

«  1827,     39,594,156, 18-27,  72,000,000 

«  1828,    36,879,653, ,.'. 1823,  77,000,000 

«  1829,    35,694,136, 1829,  76^000,000 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  those  interested  in  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  before  your  honorable  body,  contend  that  by  * 
bank  stock,  large  amounts  of  foreign. capital  have  been  dri\t . 
our  city,  .and  that  by  continuing  the  present  system,  all  forei^  ?at 
ital  will  eventually  be  driven  from  us,  much  to  the  detriment  of  both 
city  and  county  ;  that  it  will  lead  to  distraction  in  all  business,  and 
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go  ni$h  to  ruin  this  whole  community.  But  with  what  semblance  of 
truth  these  arguments  are  urged  upon  your  honorable  body,  your 
memorialists  will  further  proceed  to  show. 

-    From  the  statements  before  made,  your  honorable  body  will  per- 
ceive that  the  personal  property  of  this  city,  increased  from  1822 
/  until  1826,  $24,576,361,  and  your  memorialists  believe  that  this 
great  increase  arose  from  the  following  causes : 

1st.  Taxing  stock  companies  instead  of  stockholders,  and 
2d.  From  an  opinion  then  generally  disseminated,  not  only  in  the 
country,  but  also  in  Europe,  that  the  city  of  New-York  was  the  most 
favorable  place  for  the  investment  of  capital,  in  the  whole  civilized 
world,  which  may  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  our  canals, 
that  were  then  about  being  completed. 

From  1826  to  1829,  the  personal  property  of  the  city  decreased 
#6,838,795,  while  during  the  same  period,  the  real  estate  of  the 
city  increased  $12,000,000,  arising  principally  from  investments  in 
permanent  improvements,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  lots 
having  generally  fallen. 

The  cause  of  the  decrease  of  personal  property  in  this  city  since 
1826,  your  memorialists  believe  is  to  be  accounted  for  on  entirely  dif- 
ferent principles  from  those  advanced  by  the  advocates  for  a  change 
in  the  present  law. 

Your  memorialists  believe,  that  much  more  capital  was  concen- 
trated here  in  1825  and  '26,  than  could  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed, and  that  some  of  this  surplus  capital  may  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  city.  That  expe- 
rience has  generally  proved  this  to  be  the  result  of  unusual  prospe- 
rity is  a  fair  deduction.  In  proof  of  this,  your  memorialists  will  di- 
rect your  attentiplf  to  many  of  our  western  villages,  that  have  expe- 
rienced similar  reverses,  in  common  with  our  city  during  the  same 
period.        < 

.  All  wiio  are  acquainted  with  the  business  transactions  of  our  city 

\Jhre  last  fifteen  years,  will  recollect  the  disasters  that  befel  our 

yNchants  in  1826,  the  memorable  year  that  their  previous  visionary 

/^peculations  came  to  a  crisis :  the  bubble  burst,  but  the  consequen- 

/  ces  that  followed  we  sincerely  hope  may  never  again  be  experienc- 

-'    ed  in  this  city  or  country. 
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For  a  time,  confidence  was  almost  annihilated,  and  this  commu- 
nity was  threatened  with  universal  ruin.  Until  that  time  our  city 
had  prospered,  notwithstanding  this  odious  bank  tax,  to  a  degree  al- 
most unparalled  in  the  history  of  any  country.  But  all  the  effects 
of  those  disastrous  speculations  which  terminated  in  1826,  have  not 
as  yet  been  fully  developed. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  perso- 
nal property  in  this  city  for  the  last  three  years,  may  be  attributed, 
in  a  measure,  to  the  following  circumstances : 

1st.  The  disastrous  mercantile  operations  before  alluded  to,  which 
have  since  carried  with  them  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and 
wealthy  merchants  that  this  city  has  produced;  some  of  whom 
were  generally  supposed  to  have  been  worth  millions,  and  who, 
through  credits  derived  from  the  custom-house,  sustained  themselves 
until  1827  or  '28,  when  they  failed,  unable  to  pay  a  farthing  on  a 
pound. 

2d.  From  the  embarrassed  state  of  many  incorporated  companies; 
since  1826,  the  bankruptcy  of  some  and  the  curtailment  of  the  capi- 
tal of  others,  arising  from  their  capital  having  been  w  some  eases 
fictitious,  consisting  of  stock  notes,  &e.,  which  was,  nevertheless, 
anterior  to  this,  assessed  to  a  large  amount. 

3d.  We  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  other  facts, 
which  would  of  themselves,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
carry  conviction  to  any  body  of  men.  We  allude  to  the  amount  of 
investments  in  permanent  improvements  in  our  city  for  the  last  lour 
years,  which  has  been  much  greater  than  the  decrease  of  personal 
property,  while  the  ground  on  which  these  improvements  have  been 
made  has  greatly  depreciated,  even  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of 
dollars  in  one  of  our  wards,  in  a  single  year. 

Tour  memorialists  believe  that  it  can  be  clearly  shown,  that  most 
of  the.  real  capital  withdrawn  from  our  incorporated  companies  has 
been  invested  in  real  estate. 

The  total  of  the  sunk,  fictitious  and  withdrawn  capital  of  <.      ;" 
corporated  companies  since  1826,  when  personal  property  . 
gan  to  decline,  is  $7,450,000 ;  a  great  part  of  which  was,  bt 
controversy,  fictitious. 
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/      No.  273. 


ASSEMBLY, 

Marcb4, 1830. 


Yo 
ber 

for 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
grocers  in  the  city  of  New- York,  in  relation  to  the 
act  concerning  juvenile  delinquents,  &c. 

Mr.  Ostrander,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  grocers  in  the  city  of  New-York,  praying  for 
a  repeal  in  part  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  create  a  fund  in  aid 
of  the  society  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  April  89,  1889, 

REPORTED— 

That  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  is  the 
imposition  of  an  additional  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  upon  all 
persons  obtaining  a  license  to  sell  liquors :  and  the  amount  thus  rais- 
ed is  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  society  for  the  re- 
formation of  juvenile  delinquents.  This  tax,  together  with  its  ap- 
propriation to  the  institution  alluded  to,  are  the  subjects  of  complaint 
to  which  the  committee  have  directed  their  attention :  and  although 
your  committee  view  with  deep  interest  the  benevolent  objects  of. 
that  institution,  yet  they  feel  unwilling  that  it  should  derive  its  chief 
support  from  a  particular  portion  of  the  community.* 

The  principles  of  a  free  government  are  such  as  to  secure  to  every 
citizen  the  privilege  of  pursuing  any  lawful  calling,  so  long  as  he 
does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others :  and  a  continuance  of 
this  tax  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  operate  as  a  re- 
straint upon  the  exercise  of  this  invaluable  privilege,  and  might  jus- 
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tify  a  belief  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Legislature  to  render  jus- 
tice to  our  citizens,  and  protect  them  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment 
of  their  rights. 

The  institution  to  which  this  tax  complained  of  is  appropriated, 
is  commonly  known  as  the  house  of  refuge ;  an  institution  which  is 
open  to  the  reception  of  offenders  from  all  quarters  of  the  state,  and 
among  the  number  at  present  undergoing  the  process  of  reformation 
within  its  walls,  are  many  who  have  been  sentenced  by  various  cri- 
minal courts  in  different  parts.  Viewing  this  establishment  as  form* 
ing  an  important  part  of  our  penitentiary  system  of  the  (ft*t<>,  your 
committee  cannot  perceive  the  justice  of  the  law  which  imposes  up- 
on an  industrious  class  of  the  community,  the  burden  of  uainiaining 
it,  when  ample  means  should  be  provided  by  the  state  for  it*  sup- 
port. Indulging  in  the  reasonable  persuasion  that  the  Legislate 
will  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  the  committee  b:  - 
therefore  prepared  a  bill,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  seme. 
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IN  SENATE, 

March  16,  1830. 


« 

) 

I 

/ 


/  REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  on  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Utica,  for  a  bridge  o?er  the  Erie 
canal. 

^Tbe  <*auai  commissioners,  to  whom  the  honorable  the  Senate  has 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Utica, 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Erie  canal, 

REPORT— 

The  petitioners  oomph*  that  a  bridge  which  was  built  over  the 
canal  on  Bfeese-street,inUtica,  and  was  knocked  down  some  years 
ago,  ha*  not  been  rebuilt. 

They  represent  that  the  person,  for  whose  accommodation  the 
bridge  was  erected,  was  bound  to  keep  it  in  repair,  but  that  he  is 
now  deceased,  and  they  are  left  without  any  means  of  enforcing  the 
rebuilding  of  it.  They  therefore  claim  from  the  Legislature,  the 
same  accommodation  that  has  been  granted  to  other  parts  of  the  said 
village,  in  the  erection  of  bridges  by  the  canal  commissioners. 

When  the  canal  was  constructed  through  the  village  of  Utica,  the 
land  lying  around  the  site  of  the  aforesaid  bridge  was  cultivated  and 
used  for  farming  purposes  solely.  The  bridge  was  built  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  farm,  but  with  an  understanding  that  the  state 
should  be  subjected  to  no  further  expense,  either  in  repairs  or  rebuild* 
ing.  It  is  not  recollected  by  the  canal  commissioners  that  there  was 
any  obligation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Breese,  to  maintain  the  bridge ;  on 
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the  contrary,  as  it  was  erected  exclusively  for  his  use,  it  ib  presume 
that  he  was  left  to  do  as  be  might  please  in  regard  to  it. 

The  commissioners  have  erected  bridges  on  improved  farms,  oni 
on  public  roads,  which  were  intersected  by  the  canal  at  the  time  ■•? 
its  construction,  and  they  have  left  to  individuals,  and  to  commit 
ties,  the  erection  of  such  other  bridges  as  might  be  required  to 
commodate  roads  and  other  improvements,  made  subsequent  to    > 
construction  of  the  eanal. 

In  the  present  case,  no  one  but  the  owner  of  the  farm  had  av » 
claim  upon  the  state,  and  his  claim  has  been  fully  satisfied,  by  a  co  i 
promise  with  the  canal  commissioners. 

The  street  and  the  lots,  which  the  petitioners  wish  accommod 
at  the  public  expense,  have  all  been  laid  out,  and  the  lots  purch- 
since  the  canal  was  made,  and  the  purchasers  voluntarily  took  them 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  benefits,  and  also  of  all  the  disadvanta- 
ges which  the  canal  had  attached  to  them. 

In  as  much  therefore,  as  the  petitioners  have  not  been  deprived 
of  any  advantages  which  they  ever  possessed,  or  which  as  matter  of 
right  they  could  justly  claim  from  the  state  ;t  and  as  the  street  which 
now  requires  a  bridge  has  been  laid  out  to  pass  over  the  canal  since 
its  construction,  the  canal  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  the  bridge  should  be  defrayed  by  the  individuals 
who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it. 

HENRY  SEYMOUR, 
S.  YOUNG, 
Wm.  C.  BOUCK. 
Albany,  March  12, 1830. 
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No.  275. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  J. 
Richardson  and  others,  of  the  county  of  Cayuga, 
relative  to  horse  racing  in  said  county. 

Mr.  R.  L.'  Smith,  from  the  select  committee,  consisting  of  the 
members  of  this  House  from  the  county  of  Cayuga,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  J.  Richardson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  that 
county,  praying  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  prevent  horse  racing,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  passed  April  5, 1828,"  may  be  extended  and  apply  in  all 
respects  to  the  county  of  Cayuga, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  act  above  named  regulates  the  race  course  in  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  and  may  be  found  in  the  laws  of  1828,  at  page  210. 

From  the  best  consideration  your  committee  have  been  able  to 
give  the  subject,  they  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  the  pray 
er  of  the  petitioners. 

For  several  years  past,  courses  for  horse  racing  in  the  county  of 
Cayuga  have  been  kept  up  and  maintained  in  open  violation  of  the 
existing  laws  oh  the  subject ;  and  it  has  now,  by  a  sort  of  common 
consent  among  the  citizens  of  that  county,  been  deemed  dishonora- 
ble to  inform  against  the  owners,  projectors,  aiders  and  abettors  of 
such  race  courses,  or  the  owners  of  the  horses  running  races. 

But  there  are  evils  attending  such  unlawful  races,  far  greater  and 
more  demoralizing  than  the  mere  trials  of  the  speed  of  horses.    Gam- 
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ing  in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  such  as  cards,  dice  and  wheels  of 
fortune,  are  the  sure  attendants,  and  as  now  practised,  the  inseper- 
able  concomitants  of  such  unlawful  races.  These  games  are  pUyed 
in  the  open  streets  and  fields,  and  managed  by  a  set  of  desperate 
sharpers  and  cheats,  drawing  around  them  and  their  devices  for 
picking  pockets,  crowds  of  the  unsuspecting  and  credulous  youn-^ 
men  of  our  country,  who  hazard  and  lose  more  or  less  of  the  earn- 
ings of  honest  industry. 

Gambling  is  not  the  only  vice  and  violation  of  the  laws  attends 
upon  these  races :  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  upon  the  course,  and 
the  consequent  intoxication  of  many  of  the  multitude  follow  in  their 
train.  Could  these  evils  be  prevented ;  these  open  law-breakers  he 
restrained,  and  a  race  course  established  under  the  control  and  ma- 
nagement of  gentlemen  of  known  honor  and  integrity,  your  eommit- 
tee  are  convinced  that  the  cause  of  morality  would  be  preaoted*  and 
an  encouragement  afforded  to  the  farmers. of  the  rich  and  populous 
county  of  Cayuga  to  improve  the  breed  of  that  useful  and  noble  ani- 
mal the  horse. 

Your  committee  have  looked  into  the  law  regulating  the  Dutchess 
county  course,  and  are  satisfied  with  all  it*  provisions :  While  it 
strictly  guards  against  the  illegalities  and  excesses  above  enumera- 
ted, and  provides  for  the  prompt  administration. of  the  laws  by  the 
constituted  authorities,  and  affords  that  encouragement  for  improv- 
ing the  breed  of  hordes  sought  for,  it  also  gives  to  the  lovers  of  the 
sports  of  the  turf  their  holy  day. 

Tour  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
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No.  276. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  4, 1,830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  increase  the  numbej  of  the  guard  at  the 
Mount-Pleasant  state  prison." 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  number  of  the  guard  at  the 
Mount-Pleasant  state  prison," 

REPORTED— 

That  it  appears  from  a  communication  from  the  agent  at  that  pri- 
son, made  to  the  chairman  of  the  standing  committee  on  state  pri- 
sons, that  the  situation  of  the  quarries  at  the  Mount-Pleasant  prison 
is  such  that  the  convicts  cannot  be  profitably  employed  without  an 
increase  of  the  guard,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  state  would  be 
promoted  by  the  immediate  passage  of  the  law  authorising  the  agent 
to  increase  the  guard  to  twenty-four.  According  to  the  present  law, 
the  guard  at  the  state  prison  consists  of  sixteen  privates  and  one 
sergeant. 

The  commissioners  of  the  state  prison  at  Mount-Pleasant,  in  their 
last  annual  report  made  to  the  honorable  the  Senate  on  the  6th  day 
of  January  last,  state  that  the  number  of  convicts  in  that  prison  on 
the  Slst  day  of  October  last,  was  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and 
that  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  convicts  were  received  in  the  state 
prison  during  the  year  ending  on  that  day.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion within  the  reach  of  your  committee,  the  present  number  of  con- 
victs at  that  prison  exceed  six  hundred. 
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Your  committee  are  informed,  and  so  represent  to  this  House, 
that  several  contracts  for  marble  remain  unexecuted  on  the  part  of 
the  state ;  and  that  a  large  contract  has  recently  been  made  by  the 
agent  of  that  prison  with  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany,  t->  , 
furnish  marble  for  the  City-Hall  now  erecting  in  this  city :  and 
ing  satisfied  that  the  profitable  progress  of  the  work  in  the  qur 
necessarily  demands  the  employment  of  an  additional  number 
convicts,  and  believing  that  the  number  of  the  guard  authorized  b, 
the  existing  law  is  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  that  to  enable 
the  state  to  meet  its  engagements,  the  number  of  the  guard  ought 
immediately  to  be  increased,  your  committee  recommend  that  the 
bill  referred  to  them  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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No.  277. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  1,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  honorable  the  Assembly  of  the  20th  February 
last 

(Johptboixsr's  Omci.     ) 
Albany,  March  let,  1880.  $ 

How.  Enaarus  Root, 

Speaker  of  the  Aeeembly. 
SIR—       • 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Assembly,  of  the  80th  of 
February  last 

With  great  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jun. 
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REPORT,  &c. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK,  ) 
Comptroller's  Office.  \ 
The  Comptroller,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable 
the  Assembly,  directing  him  to  report  to  that  house,  "  copies  of  the 
lists  furnished  by  the  several  banks  in  the  city  of  New-York,  show- 
ing the  residence  of  the  stockholders  of  said  institutions,  not  resid- 
ing within  the  county  of  New-York,  with  the  amount  of  stock  holden 
by  such  stockholders,  and  their  residence  respectively," 

Respectfully  Reports  : 

That  to  have  answered  the  resolution  literally  and  fully  accord- 
ing to  its  terms,  would  have  required  a  period  of  time,  and  an  amount 
of  labor  which  the  Comptroller  did  not  suppose  the  house  could 
have  intended,  as  it  would  have  demanded  "  copies"  of  all  the  re* 
turns  made  by  all  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New-York,  under  the  tax 
law  of  1823,  and  embracing  those  returns  for  the  years  1825  and 
1827,  inclusive.  Not  being  in  possession  of  the  information  desir- 
ed by  the  house,  any  further  than  was  inferred  from  the  language 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  concluded  to  give  ah  abstract  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  New-York  banks  for  the  year  1827,  (the  returns  being 
more  perfect  in  that  than  in  any  former  year,)  containing  the  names 
of  all  the  stockholders  residing  out  of  the  city  of  New- York,  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  and  the  place  of  residence  of  each)  so 
far  as  shown  by  the  returns. 

It  is  understood  at  this  office,  that  those  stockholders  whose  pla- 
ces of  residence  are  marked  as  "  unknown,"  resided  out  of  the  state, 
and  that  that  was  the  reason  for  this  designation,  instead  of  the  place 
of  residence.  That  abstract  is  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  A, 
and  from  its  length,  the  house  will  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
time  which  would  have  been  required  to  have  made  copies  of  the 
returns  of  those  banks  for  five  years,  as  this  is  but  a  small  part  of 
the  copy  of  their  lists  of  stockholders  for  one  year. 

Since  this  course  of  answering  the  resolution  was  adopted,  the 
Comptroller  has  been  informed  that  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the 
resolution,  would  not  be  accomplished  by  this  statement  for  one 
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year,  as  it  wotdd  form  no  means  of  comparing  the  amounts  of  the 
stock  of  the  New- York  banks,  held  out  of  the  city  for  the  different 
yean.  ~  Another  statement  has  therefore  been  prepared,  showing 
the  amount  of  stock  of  each  of  these  banks,  held  out  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  each  of  the  years  of  1823  and  1827 ;  the  amount  held 
Out  of  the  city  and  within  the  state,  and  the  amount  designated  as 
^unknown,"  which  is  understood  to  be  held  out  of  the  state,  with  a 
separate  column,  in  which  is  entered  the  amount  held  by  the  state, 
as  that  cannot  of  course  be  located,  except  as  being  held  within  the 
state. 

This  latter  statement  would  have  been  extended  to  all  the  years 
when  these  returns  were  made  to  this  office,  had  it  not  been  found 
that  doing  this,  would  necessarily  delay  this  report  for  some  days 
longer,  and  as  it  was  understood  that  the  house  were  impatient  for 
the  answer  to  their  resolution,  that  labor  has  been  omitted.  It  is 
hoped  however,  that  the  statement  sent  will  answer  substantially 
the  objects  of  the  resolution,  and  that  the  omission  to  make  them 
more  full,  will  be  excused,  from  the  inconvenience  of  further  delay 
in  making  this  answer.  The  statement  last  above  mentioned,  is  an- 
nexed, marked  B. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  J*. 

Dated,  1st  JforcA,  1880. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

(A.) 

•  .* 
"  Copies  of  (he  lists  furnished  by  the  several  banks  in  the  city  of 
New- York)  shewing  the  residence  of  the  stockholders  of  said  in- 
stitutions,  not  residing  within  the  eouniy  of  New-York,  fjoith 
the  amount  of  stock  holden  by  such  stockholders,  and  their  resi- 
dence respectively,"  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  (he  As- 
sembly of  the  20th  Feb.  1830, 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders  rendered  by  the  Manhattan 
Company,  to  the  Comptroller's  office  for  the  year  1827.  The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $2,050,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is 
$50.  The  whole  of  the  stock  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  except  the  following : 

Stockholder!  names  and  residence.                                          Shares.  Amount 

John  Agate,  Westchester  county, 7  $350 

Thomas  Agate,                do.           • 30  1,000 

Sarah  Adair,  unknown, 11  550 

Chas.  Atwater,    do 100  5,000 

Mary  Allen,  Albany, 172  8,600 

Nicholas  Anderson,  unknown, 53  2 ,  650 

Abigail  Anderson,       do.          18  900 

Margaret  Armstrong,  do 5  250 

Charles  Anthon,  Utica,  Oneida  county, ....  222  1 1 ,  100 

John  J.  Barnard,  cashier,  New-Haven,.  •  •  •  200  10,000 

Margaiet  A.*  Babcock,  deceased, • .  18  900 

James  Baxter,  unknown, 2  100 

Robert  Blake,  executor,  unknown, 35  1 ,  750 

Joseph  Barron,  New-Jersey, 5  250 

Frederick  Babcock,    do * 22  1 ,  100 

Jacob  Bradford, dead, . «.  60  3,000 

Frederick  Babcock,  guardian,  New-Jersey, .  16  800 

Henry  Barclay,  unknown, 8  400 

Alexander  Bain,  out  of  the  state, 87  4,350 

Sarah  Grace  Bean,  Dutchess  county, 6  300 

Joseph  Bedell,  Richmond  county, 31  -1, 55fr 

Cornelius  Bergen,  unknown, 10  500 

Cornelia  Benson,  dead 4  200 

John  Breath,          do 114  5,700 

ftobert  Bennet,      do 25  1,250 

Rev.  Abraham  Beach,  New- Jersey ,  • 32  1 ,  600 

Carried  forward,.  . .  • 
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fltoekfaolteB  mbn  and  ntideaee. 

Brought  forward, 

Margaret  Beck,  unknown,. 30 

Andrew  Bell,        do 14 

Mary  Benedict,     do 10 

Caleb  Brintnall,    do 40 

Wm.  C.  Brinkerhoff,  do. 5 

Samuel  Bowne,          do 6 

William  Boyd,  dead, 50 

Anthony  J.  Boanett,  unknown, 66 

Wm.  Browne,  dead, 41 

Daniel  Bowie,  do 140 

John  Bowne,  Queens  co 26 

Willet  Bowne,        do 33 

Vincent  Boisanbin,  out  of  the  state, 25 

Eliza  Bowne,  Queens  co 18 

Christiana  Bouhill,  unknown, 3 

Edmund  Bolderd,  out  of  the  state 74 

Jane  W.  Bogert,  unknown, 1 

Catharine  Brownjobn,  do • .  22 

Jane  Brower,               do 2 

Ann  Bowne,  Jr.,  Queens  co 12 

James  Bloodgood,  Long-Island, 34 

John  Bloodgood,          do.           33 

Martha  Brown,  unknown, 4 

Catharine  Bowne,  Queens  county, 12 

Ann  Bolton,      unknown,  10 

Charles  Bowne,      do        2 

John  W.  Bowne,     do        2 

Hannah  H.  Bowne,  do 2 

HannahBull,           do         46 

Archibald  Campbell,  Schenectady, 50 

Daniel  D.  Campbell,            do         143 

Mary  Chamberlain,  New-Jersey, 30 

Samuel  Cannon,  dead,  • « 150 

James  Casey,        do    3 

Baynal  Veure  Chardonnay,  out  of  the  state,  47 

John  C-  Clarkson,  trustee,  unknown, 44 

Sarah  Crane,                             do         5 

Selah  S.Carl,                           do        50 

Samuel  Cornell,                       do        16 

Joseph  P.  Cooke,                    do        5 

Nathan  Cooper,                       do        25/ 

James  Cooper,                         do        46 

Francis  Cooper,  &c.  executor,  do        193 

Thomas  Coliser,  senior,           do         80 

John  H.  Corry,                        do        2 

Elias  Conover,                         do         14 

Eliza H.  Contoit,  dead., 230 

Carried  forward,  •• 


Amount. 

$1,600 

700 

500 

2,000 

250 

300 

2,500 

3,300 

2,050 

7,000 

1,300 

1,650 

1,250 

900 

150 

3,700 

50 

1,100 

100 

600 

1,700 

1,650 

200 

600 

500 

100 

100 

100 

2,300 

2,500 

7,150 

1,500 

7,500 

150 

2,350 

2,200 

250 

2,500 

800 

250 

1,250 

2,300 

9,650 

4,000 

100 

700 

11,500 
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Stockholders  names  and  residence.  Share*.  .  Amunt 

Brought  forward, . . 

Daniel  Corlidge,  unknown, . 74  $3,700 

Anna  Maria  Connelly,  dead, 61  3,050 

John  Currie,  unknown, 100  6,000 

Elizabeth  Davis,  out  of  the  state, .  6  250 

Rebecca  Dawson,  unknown, 12  600 

Lloyd  S.  Danberry,  Westchester  county,  ••  20  1,000 

Jonathan  Dayton,  guardian,  New-Jersey,  . .  99  4, 950 

Elizabeth  Dagget,  unknown, 4  200 

Jonathan  Dayton,  New-Jersey, 12  600 

Ann  Dalrymple,  New-London, • .  25  1 ,  250 

Geraud  Dernier,  unknown, 80  4,000 

Elizabeth  Dewint,  Dutchess  county, 68  3 ,  400 

F.  P.  H.  De  Heleand,  out  of  the  state,. ...  103  5, 150 

David  A.  Demerest,  unknown, 50  2,500 

Caroline  A.  Dewint,  Dutchess  county, . . . .  19  950 

John  D.  P.  Douw,  Albany, 60  3,000 

Elizabeth  Dunkin,     .do     200  10,000 

Ann  Dulany,  out  of  the  state, 5,000  250,000 

Peter  Duyudam,  dead, 5  250 

John  Ducasse,  unknown,. . . 137  6 ,850 

M.  V.  D.  Dubois,  do      5  250 

Mary  Ann  Evans,  out  of  the  state, , . .  250  12,500 

John  Franklin,  unknown, 5  250 

Walter  Farrington,  Queens  county, 32  1 ,  600 

Audrey  Farley,  unknown, .    19  950 

Eve Fiegenheim,  unknown, ,..  5  250 

Thomas  Ferris,        do         14  700 

Daniel  R.  Fellenbergh,.do 30  1 ,500 

Mary  and  John  Ferguson,  out  of  the  state,.  100  5,000 

Elizabeth  Field,  unknown, 5  250 

E.T.Fitch,            do         12  600 

Nicoll  Floyd,  Long-Island, 26  1 ,  300 

Zebulon  Frost,  unknown, ,  6  300 

Phebe  Floyd,  Long-Island, 100  5,000 

Abraham  Furman,    do       15  750 

Sarah  Gardiner  and  others,  do 49  2,450 

Frederick  Garner,  dead,. 149  7,450 

David  J.  Gardiner,  Long-Island, 134  6 ,  700 

James  G.  Graham,  unknown, 25  1 ,250 

Jane  Graham,               do       26  1,300 

Albert  Gallatin,  out  of  the  state, 55  2,750 

Nathaniel  Gardner,  Long-Island, 3  150 

Sarah  Gardiner  and  others,  do      49  2,450 

Sarah  Gardner,                    do      71  3,550 

Sarah  Gardiner  and  others,  (2d  parcel,)  db  302  15, 100 

Maltby  Gelston,      Long-Island, 150  7,500 

M.  Gelston  ft  D.  S.  Jones,  do     61  3,050 

Elizabeth  Greene,  unknown, 2  100 

Carried  forward, .. 
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Brought  forward,. 
Asfabel  Greene,  treasurer,  New-Jersey,  .  • 
Charlotte  Gibbs,  unknown,. 

David  Greene,  dead, ^. 

J.  &  D.  Graham,  unknown, 

Ann  Maria  Hazard,    do 

Sarah  L.  Halstead,  trustee,  do  ....  ...... 

John  Haff,  Westchester  county, 

Elizabeth  Haydock,  Long-Island* 

Wm.  Harrison,  dead, ♦ . . 

Win.  Hamilton,  unknown, 

Moses  Hart,  Lower  Canada, 

Micah  Hawkins,  dead, • 

John  T.  Harrison,  Staten-Island, 

Jerusha  Havens,  unknown, 

Martha  Hewlett,        do        

James  Hewlett,  do        

William  Hewlett,      do         

Elizabeth  Hentz,       do         

Elizabeth  Hicks,  Long-Island, 

Caroline  Hicks,  do , 

Scott  Hicks,  do 

Ann  Hicks,  do  

Edward  Hicks,  do  

John  Hegan,  do  

Sarah  Hodge,  unknown,  • 

Charlotte  Horton,    do     

Richard  Hunt,         do     

Ann  M.  Hurton,      do     • 

Elizabeth  Hulett,    do     

Garrit  Hyer,  dead, 

Cornelius  Hyatt,  unknown,  • 

John  Jay,  Westchester, 

George  Janeway,  dead, 

William  Jay,  Westchester, 

Samuel  P.  Jarvis,  out  of  the  state, 

Andrew  Inderwick,  unknown, 

John  S.  Jesse,  out  of  the  state, 

James  A.  Ivers,  unknown, 

Margaret  Jenkins,   do        

Eleanor  Jones,  dead, 

Daniel  Jones,  Long-Island, 

Sarah  W.  Jones,  unknown, 

Charles  F.  Johnson,    do     

Cornelia  Juhel,  Le  Raysville,  Jefferson  co. 

Thomas  Keefe,  dead, 

Francis  Eeenan,  do 

Lawrence  Kearney,  U.  S.»  navy, 

Mary  Klingser,  unknown, 


Amount 


Carrie*  forward,.. 


3 

$150 

12 

600 

100 

5,000 

30 

1,000 

10 

500 

2 

100 

2 

100 

12 

600 

93 

4,650 

10 

500 

64 

3,800 

so 

1,000 

75 

3,750 

8 

400 

40 

2,000 

20 

1,000 

23 

1,150 

16 

750 

36 

1,800 

36 

1,800 

52 

2,600 

36 

1,800 

20 

1.000 

18 

900 

2 

100 

2 

100 

4 

200 

3 

150 

6 

300 

11 

550 

14 

700 

14 

700 

61 

3,050 

10 

500 

49 

2,450 

10 

500 

63 

3,150 

21 

1,050 

2 

100 

23 

1,150 

11 

550 

26 

1,300 

9 

450 

36 

1,800 

27 

1,350 

8 

400 

20 

1,000 

10 

500 
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Shares. 

Brought  forward,  • . . 

Martha  King,  unknown, 20 

Nicholas  Lansing,  Westchester, .  • 64 

Wm.  Lawrencq,  dead,* , 9 

Jared  Landon,  unknown,* . , . , 4 

John  Lawrence,  dead, 110 

John  R.  Lauffer,  outof  the  state, SO 

F.  A.  B.  La  Miilier,        do          246 

Reuben  Langdon,  unknown, 45 

Daniel  W.  Lake,         do 10 

David  Lamberson,      do        . . . . , 5 

Mary  Lagear,              do        ............  25 

Catharine  A.  Lawson,  do        ••, ,...  18 

fhillipine  La  Favre,  out  of  the  state,* ....  24 

Eliza  Lee  &  Mark  Tier,  trustees,  unknown,  19 

Wm*  Levericb,                                   do  16 

Eliza  Lewis,                                       do  23 

Thomas  J.  Leslie,                               <Jo  SO 

Brockholst  Livingston,     dead, 1 

Robert  James  Livingston,  do 18 

Julia  Livingston,    unknown, . . .. 2 

Joseph  Loyack,           do         100 

Horatio  N.  Loring,     do         22 

Daniel  Lott,                do        15 

Jeremiah  Lott,            do        , . .  • .  35 

ManrC.L'Hommedieu,do        68 

Dan'l  Ludlem,  Jr.       do        . . 49 

Mary  Lynn,                do         .....>...♦..  45 

Wm.  Lyon                  do        ♦ 40 

Maria  M'Kesson,         do        . 30 

Catharine  M'Gennis    do        21 

MaryM'Crea,             do         ............  30 

Andrew  M'Gown,  Sr.  do        , 20 

MaryM'Crea,            do        ..... 20 

Mary  M9 Alpine,          do        * ..  8 

James  M'AUis,           do        •  ... 21 

Peter  Martin,             do 10 

Henry  Mason,            do        70 

Abraham  D.  Mead,     do 7 

John  Meserole,  Long  Island,      26 

Jeremiah  Meserole,  do               ,,,. #  4 

Maria  Meserole,       do              . . .  4 

Edward  Meeks,  dead, • 25 

Isaac  Mead,  Jr.        unknown, ♦ . ...,.  34 

J.  Mead,  Jr.  fe  Co.  agents,  dp 18 

Nehemiah  Merritt,  out  of  the  state,  ...•#.  200 

JQphraim  Miller,         unknown,.. 36 

James  Mitchell,             do 5 

Henry  Mitchell,              do        .... 80 

Camed  forward,...  • 
[No.  277.]  2 


Amount. 

#1,000 

3,800 

450 

200 

5,600 

1,500 

12,300 

2,250 

500 

250 

1,250 

900 

1,200 

950 

800 

1,150 

1,500 

50 

900 

100 

5,000 

1,100 

750 

1,750 

3,400 

2,450 

2,250 

2,000 

1,500 

1,050 

1,500 

1,000 

1,000 

400 

1,050 

500 

3,500 

350 

1,300 

200 

200 

1,250 

1,700 

900 

10,000 

1,800 

250 

4,000 
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Stockholder*'  bum*  «nd  n*id«ace. 

Brought  forward, . . . 

Anna  Miller,  unknown, 

Wm.  B.Miller,  do'       

Henry  Mills  do        . . . . 

Hugh  Montgomery,        do         

Petrie  Mountenegro,      do      „ 

A  bby  Monteer,  do         ........... 

Joanna  Murphy,  do         

Andrew  Murray,  do        

Mary  Myers,  do         

James  Nelson,  do 

Thomas  Nixon,  dead, 

A.  Y.  Nicell,  New-Jersey, 

John  Nichols,      unknown, 

Matthew  Northam,  do         

Lemontis  Noe,        do 4 . 

Darby  Noon,  dead, 

Catharine  Northam,  unknown, . . . . 

Estate  of  Elizabeth  Nostrand,    do 
Thomas  Nugent,  do 

Tho's  J.  Oakley,  Dutchess, 

Timothy  O.  Marker,  unknown, 

Thomas  Oglevie,  trustee,        do 

Alexander  Oglevie,  do        

John  B.  Orso,  da        . . . . . 

John  Parton,  do        

Francis  Panton,        ~  do        

Ab'm  Prall,  dead, 

Robert  Patton,  executors  of,  unknown, 

Sarah  B.  Payne,  Queens  eo. 

Francis  Perry;        unknown, 

James  Perry,  do 

Sarah  Perry,  do        » 

Walter  Perry,  do 

H.M.Perry,  do   • 

Charles  Perry,  do        *...... 

Hetty  Perry,  do 

Henry  Perry,  do 

Abagail  Phillips,  Jr.    do        ." 

Jannet  Pike,  do        

Joseph  Pickering,      do • 

Robert  Primrose,  North  Carolina, 

Benjamin  Pierson,  unknown, 

Lewis  Pintard,  dead, 

Frederick  Phillips,  Westeboster, 

Wm.  T.  Provost,  unknown, 

Hannah  Porter,       .    do 

George  Rankin,  do        

Hannah  Rattoone,       do 

Carriedrforward, . . . . 


57 
SO 
77 

8 
42 
10 

1 
32 

5 

4 

145 

S16 

71 

22 

SO 

100 

5 

6 

100 

17 

9 
98 
10 
50 
60 
10 
48 
35 
'  9 
10 
38 

6 

so 

7 
S 

10 

10 

5 

4 

5 

SO 

3 

26 

60 

41 

St 

11 

4 


$2,800 

l,50O 
3,850 

400 
8,100 

509 

50 

1,609 

260 

S00 
7,S50 
15,800 
3,550 
1,100 
1,000 

5,000 

850 
300 

5,000 
850 
450 

4,600 
500 

8,500 

3,000 
800 

J,  400 

1,750 
450 
000 

1,650 
300 

1.000 
350 
100 
500 
500 
250 
200 
250 

1,000 
150 

1,300 

3,000 
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fihtrei. 


Amount 


Brought  forward, . . . 

John  Rathbone,  Newark, .. 

Louise  M.  Reallon,  out  o£  the  state,  ••  ..** 

Margaret  Reynolds,  unknown, 

Jacob  Rhinelander,         do        . . . . 

John  Rider,  do 

George  Richardson,         do        

William  Buy,  do         -. 

John  Robert,  dead, 

James  F.  Rogers,  unknown,  ....•; 

William  S.  Robert,      do        ............ 

Maria  Robert,  do        

John  Rodman,  do         . .  • . .  • 

John  R.  B.  Rogers,  New-Jersey, 

Mary  Robert,  unknown, •  •  • . 

John  V.  Bobbins,  do 

Martha  Rose,  do        . . .  • 

Philip  Ruckle,  do 

John  Rutherford  and  others,      do 
Sarah  Ann  Ryder,  do 

Nathan  Sanford,  Albany,.  .......... 

Jeremiah  V.  Spader,  Long  Island, 

JohnSayre,  unknown, 

Gertrude  Sackett,  Long  Island, . . . . 

Esther  St.  John,  unknown, •  • 

P.  M.  S tarr,  Ohio, 

John  Savournier,  unknown, 

Christopher  Sands,  Dutchess  co 

Francis  Saunier,  unknown,. . . . . • 

John  Spader,  Long  Island, 

John  S.  Sage,  unknown, 

Phebe  Sands,      do. 

James  Shaw,       do         •  •  •  • 

Win.  F.  Seaman,  dead, 

Hannah  Spencer,  unknown, 

Andrew  Service,  out  of  the  state, 

Samuel  S.  Seward,  Virginia, 

Valentine  Seaman,  unknown, 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Queens,. • . . . 

Thomas  Smith,  unknown, 

Joseph  S.  Simpson,  do        

Ellen  Simpson,  Westchester, 

Sampson  Simpson,        do       . . .  *  • 

Simeon  S  killings,  unknown,  • 

Tabitha  Smith,  do         

Othneil  Smith,  do         

William  Simmons,       do         • 

Egbert  TV  Smith,        do        

Peter  Smith,     .         do 

Carried  forward....... 


125 

$6,250 

18 

900 

4. 

200 

S6S 

18,150 

5 

200 

5 

200 

8 

400 

20 

1,000 

22 

1,100 

25 

1,250 

26 

1,300 

17 

850 

260 

13,000 

41 

2,050 

4 

209 

'20 

1,000 

4 

200 

19 

950 

10 

500 

100 

5,000 

4 

200 

10 

500 

4 

200 

10 

500 

50 

2,500 

35 

1,750 

9 

450 

40 

2,000 

4 

200 

8 

400 

5 

250 

20 

1,000 

10 

500 

64 

3,200 

109 

5,450 

17 

850 

20 

1,000 

100 

5,000 

9 

450 

10 

500 

14 

700 

56 

"2,800 

10 

500 

5 

250 

7 

350 

12 

600 

1 

50 

10 

500 
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Stockholders'  umm  and  midonco. 

Brought  forward, . .  . 

Charles  J.  Smith,  unknown, 

Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  Long-Island,  .  • . 

Thomas  Scott,    unknown,     

John  Scoles,  do         

Mary  Shoals,  do         

Walter  Scott,  do         

Francis  Sutherland,    do        

John  H.  Sutermeister,  Ulster  co., 

Samuel  Scudder,  estate  of,  unknown,.. 
Mariah  E.  Stewart,  out  of  the  state, . .  • 

Benjamin  Taylor,  unknown, 

James  Tallmadge,  trustee,  Dutchess  co. 

Peter  Taulman,  unknown, 

James  Tallmadge,  Dutchess  co.,  ........  • 

Mariah  Thacher,  unknown, • 

Caroline  Taylor,  New-Jersey, 

Wm.  Taylor,    unknown, 

Mariah  Thorn,  do       

Robert  Townsend,    do      •  •  •  •  • 

Ulric  Tobler,  dead, 

R.  &  J.  Thompson,  New-Jersey, 

Trustees  Princeton  College,  New-Jersey,. 

Susan  A.  Tucker,  fee,  unknown, 

Peter  Turner,  New-Hampshire, 

James  Turner,  unknown, 

Ann  Tucker,         do 

Richard  Udall,  Long-Island*  .••*........• 

Abm.  Van.  Gelder,  jr.,  unknown, 

Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  Dutchess  co.> . .  • . 

A$n  Van  Derbilt,  unknown, %•  • 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jn,  Dutchess  eo», 
Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  unknown,. % » • . 

Susanna  Van  Gelder,        do      

Eliza  Van  Antwerp,  do      ..... 

Philip  G.  Van  Wyck,  Croton, ...... 

Daniel  Van  Duzer,  Long-Island,. . .  • 
Garret  Van  Der  Veer,  unknown,  » . . 

Ann  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany, 

Catharine  Van  Wyck,  unknown,.. •• 
Henry.  I.  Vatable,  out  of  the  state,  • 

Richard  Vose,  Oneida  co. » » . . . 

Richard  Vose  fe  others,  executors,  do 

Eliza  L.  Waddell,  New-Jersey, 

Francis  Wayland,  fee,  trustees,  unknown,* 

John  Wauch,  out  of  the  state,  % . .  *  • 

Daniel  B.  Warden,  Paris....... 

Mary  M.  Wallace,  unknown,. . ..%....... 

Jacob  A.  Warnaek,     do         *.»...*..... 

Carried  forward, ...... 


. . . 


. . . « 


9 

$100 

SO 

1,500 

5 

250 

11 

550 

6 

250 

5 

250 

100 

5,000 

37 

1,850 

151 

7,550 

SO 

1,000 

20 

1,000 

tl 

1,050 

4 

200 

185 

9,250 

1 

50 

26 

1,300 

5 

250 

22 

1,100 

20 

1,000 

4T 

2,450 

149 

7,450 

187 

9,850 

6 

300 

100 

5,000 

20 

1,000 

11 

550 

82 

4,100 

15 

750 

22 

1,100 

18 

900 

10 

500 

4 

200 

15 

750 

22 

1,100 

10 

500 

40 

2,000 

46 

2,300 

16 

800 

51 

2,550 

«4 

3,200 

208 

10,400 

55 

2,750 

37 

1,850 

24 

1,209 

4 

200 

167 

8,350 

20 

1,000 

23 

1,150 
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Stockholder!'  mmi  tad  residence.  Share*. 

Brought  forward, 

Benjamin  Weed,  jr.,  unknown, 

.Moses  Weed,  do 

Moses  Wheeler,  out  of  the  state, 

Samuel  Wilson,  unknown, 

E.  D.  Whittlesey  &  others,  do     

Rebecca  R.  Wickham,  do     

Eve  White  &  others,  trustees,  do    • . 

Moss  White  &  others,  trustees,  do  ...... 

Augustus  Wright,  do 

Mary  Williams,  do 

Cornelius  T.  Williams,  do  

Mary  Woodhull,  Long-Island, » . . . 

Selah  S.  Woodhull,  unknown, 

Ruth  H.  Woodhull,        do 
Silas  Wood,  do 

T.  Woodward,  secretary,  New-Haven,. .  •  . 

William  Wykoff,  unknown, 

Thomas  Whitrfow,  out  of  die  state, 

Abraham  Wykoff,  unknown, 

AnnWhytlaw,  do        *..... 

John  L.  Zabriskie,      do        i 

Albert  Zeerleeder,  out  of  the  state,  ...... 


40 

$2,000 

20 

1,000 

n 

1,100 

17 

850 

6 

300 

14 

700 

154 

7,700 

6 

300 

130 

6,500 

40 

2,000 

20 

1,000 

12 

600 

51 

2,550 

40 

2,000 

20 

1,000 

31 

1,550 

30 

1,500 

20 

1,000 

36 

1,800 

120 

6,000 

70 

3,500 

50 

2,500 

20,458    $1,022,900 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders  rendered  by  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  the  city  of  New-York,  to  the  Comptroller's,  office  for  the 
year  1827.  The  stock  of  this  institution  is  $2,000,000,  and  a 
share  of  the  stock  is  $25  00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown 
by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  fotygw- 
ing: 

.  Stockholder!*  names  and  residence.  Shares-  .  Amecmt. 

John  Agate,  Westchester  co., 21  -   $475 

Susan  Arden,            do 70  1,750 

Thomas  Aetley,  Philadelphia, ,  40  1 ,  000 

Elizabeth  Allbridit,  Connecticut, 13  325 

Jan  Aikma,  Holland, • .  15  »  -    475 

Charles  Atwater,  Connecticut, 106  '  2,650 

Samuel  Abbot,  West-Indies, 800  20,000 

Daniel  Bartow,  Philadelphia, 150  3, 750 

Joseph  Battell,  Connecticut, 120  3,000 

Joseph  Barron,  New-Jersey, 45  1 ,  125 

P.  L.  Barron,  France, 18  450 

Mary  Barker,  Westchester, 10  250 

Laforet  Blanchet,  West-Indies,  ..........  12  300 

Love  Baker,  New-Jersey, J 300  7,500 


Carried  forward,. 
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Stockhoktow'  ntma  and  ntidwca.  . 

Brought  forward,....,. 

Eliza  Ann  Bennett,  Kings  co.  Long-Island,  250  #6,250 

Abraham  Beach,  Connecticut, 28  700 

Jacob  Berry,  Kings  co 20  500 

Jehoikim  Berg,  Dutchess, 14  350 

Andrew  Bell,  New-Jersey, S3  825 

Thomas  Beldin,  Connecticut, 50  1,250 

Rachel  Berry,  Queens  co. 58  1 ,450 

Mott  Bedell,           do        50  1,250 

Caleb  Brintnall,  Connecticut, 63  1 ,  575 

John  Blight,  Kings  co 12  300 

James  Bloodgood,  Queens  co 40  1 ,000 

Vincent  Boisanbin,  New-Jersey, 80  2 ,000 

S.  Brown,  Queens  co 7  175 

Anthony  J.  Bonnett,  West-Indies, {50  3,750 

Rev.  J.  Bowden,  New-Jersey, 48  1,200 

Rev.  D.  S.  Bogert,  Queens  co ]42  3, 550 

Mary  J.  Bowden,  New  Jersey, 17  425* 

J.  S.  Brognard,  Jefferson  co ♦ 25  675 

James  Benen,  New-Jersey, 100  2,500 

Henry  Burbeck,  Pennsylvania', 150  3,750 

Giles  Buckingham,  Connecticut, 170  ^  4,250 

Anna  Crane,  New-Jersey, 21  *      475 

Pierre  Charles,  France, 43  1,075 

Charlotte  Craig,  Orange  co 46  1,150 

fohnH.  Craig,  Philadelphia, 12  300 

Raynale  M.  Chardonnay,  France, 232  5,800 

James  Colles,  in  trust,  New-Jersey, 81  2,025 

do        do        do              do            309  7,725 

John  Cornelison,                 do            60  1 ,  500 

Gershom  Cook,  Troy, 10  250 

Claudius  Croquet,  Virginia, ; 20  500 

Juan  Danglade,  Carthagena, 125  3, 125 

Jonathan  Dayton,  Suffolk  co 13  325 

Dorothy  Demming,  Connecticut, 83  2,075 

David  A.  Demerest,  New-Jersey, 380  9, 500 

Gerard  Dennix,  France, 268  6,700 

Charles  Denning,  Connecticut, 56  1 ,  400 

Delavigne  Bonnaire,  West-Indies, 306  7,650 

Charles  Denning,  Connecticut, 81  2,025 

John  Ducaseel,  France,. 182  4,550 

Richard  Everett,  Connecticut, 50  1 ,250 

Walter  Franklin,  Queens  co 12  300 

Benjamin  Fish,  Philadelphia, 20  500 

Daniel  W.  Frost,  West-Indies, 200  5 ,  000 

James  Foster,  Queens  co. 1  25 

Abm.  Furman,       do         49  1,225 

Abm.  Furman,  jr.  do         * 22  550 

George  Gaulo,  Washington  co 6  "       150 

Carried  forward, ...... 
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gtoekholdtn'  names  and  residence.  Shaitf. 

Brought  forward, 

Gardner %reene,  Boston, 600  $15,000 

William  Greene,  Queens  co 240  6 ,  000 

John  Gore,  Staten-Island, . . . , 39  975 

J.  &.  D.  Gorham,  Connecticut, 170  4, 250 

Asahel  Hathway,  jr.      do         20  500 

Samuel  Hayes,.  New-Jersey, 10  250 

Ann  Hardenbrook,  Orange  co 5  125 

Ann  Herring,  Rockland  co 3  75 

Moses  Hart,  Upper  Canada, 57  1 ,  425 

Lydia  Henry,  New-Jersey, 20  500 

Wm.  Hewlett,  Queens  co 15  375 

Fr.  Hernandez,  West-Indies, '. .  341  8, 525 

George  Hicks  &  Co.  Kings  co 67  1,675 

John  Hopkins,  Boston, 300  7,500 

Samuel  Jarvis,  Connecticut, •  .  20  500 

Isaac  Iselin,  Switzerland, 35  875 

William  L.  Johnson,  New-Jersey, 24  600 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Johnson,  do 36  900 

Wm.  Johnson,                    do        8  200 

Moss  Kent,  Albany, 46  1 ,  150 

Mary  Kerr,  Schenectady, 40  1,000 

Mary  Kensey,      Kings  co . ..  83  2,075 

Jane  Kensey,  jr.      do         59  1,475 

Mrs.  Jane  Kensey,  do        197  4, 925 

Sarah  W.  Kensey,  do        11  275 . 

Anna  Kensey,         do         ..............  59  1,475 

Margaret  H.  Kensey,  Boston, «...  200  5,000 

Daniel  W.  Lake,  Staten-Island, 81  2,025 

Maria  Lachainar,  West-Indies, 112  2 ,  800 

Jno.  Lawton  &  Thomas  Wright,  Greene  eo.  82  2,050 

William  Leverich,  Queens  co 25  625 

Bachael  Linton,  Westchester, 34  850 

Robert  Linton,            do 34  850 

Joseph  Loyac,  West-Indies, 50  1 ,250 

Jeremiah  Lott,  Kings  co 84  2, 100 

Catharine  Lott,      do 18  450 

PhebeLott,           do         15  375 

Samuel  Lockwood,  Connecticut, .  % • .  75  ,  .  1 ,875 

'  Moses  Lone,  guardian,  .do 16    „  400 

Daniel  Ludlum,  Queens  co, . . .. 13  / .  325 

William  M'Leod,  Orange  co 272  "  6 ,  800 

William  M'Leod,  in  trust,  do    6  150 

John  T.  Marsh,  Westchester, 137  3 ,  425 

J.  Mead, Jr.  &  J.  Mead,  agents,  Connecticut,  48  1 ,  200 

ZopharMead,                                do     ....  76  1,900 

William F.  Miller,                        do     ....  112  2,800 

Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  New-Jersey, 80  2,000 

i  Henry  Mills,  Orange  co 8  200 

Carried  forward, 
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Stockholders'  m— •  and  leiidence. 

Brought  forward,  ...... 

Middletown  Bank,  Connecticut, 

E.  Moore,  do 

New-Haven  Insur.  Co.  do 

Henry  Overing,  Westchester  co 

Jno.  B.  Orso,  Orange  co.  . . . . • . . 

Wm.  A.  Paynter,  Queens  co 

John  Parton,  Kings  co, . . . .  • . 

James  Perry,  Orange  co ...... 

Jedediah  Perkins,  Connecticut, 

James  Pierce,  do         • . . . « 

Henry  Pope,  trustee,  Kings  co 

Ann  Fhinney,     New-Jersey, ...... 

Hannah  Rattoone,        do        

Thomas  Rattoone,        do        

St  Andrew's  Church,  Staten-Island, 

John  Rodman,  Orange^co, . . .  • • .  •  ■ 

Elizabeth  Robertson,  England, 

Anthony  Rogers,  Schenectady, « 

Marthy  Rose,  New-Jersey, 

Jane  Ramsey,  Orange  co 

Elizabeth  Stansbury,  Oneida  co.  ........ , 

Nehemiah  Sayre,  Kings  co ...... 

S.  Samsimore,  Virginia, ........... 

Nathan  Sanford,  Albany, . . , 

William  St.  John,  Connecticut, . . 

William  Sackett,  Queens  co 

Joseph  Sanford,  Kings  co. 

Elihu  Sanford,  Connecticut,. ........... 

R.  H.Salter,  do         

William  Sayre,  Suffolk  eo 

Daniel  Sterling,  Connecticut,* 

Isabella  Stewart,  Queens  co. 

Rachel  Seaman,  Kings  co • 

Laban  Smith,  Connecticut, 

Benjamin  Smith,  New-Jersey,.  •  • < 

Sarah  Swim,  Kings  co. .......  • 

Catharine  Solomon,  Albany, 

Tredwell  Scudder,  Suffolk  co. . . . . , 

Jas.  Tallmadge,  guardian,  Dutchess  co..  • . , 

A*  L.  Tainter,  Connecticut, , 

Sarah  Tainter,  do 

Thomas  Tredwell,  Queens,  .  • . , 

Jno.  B.  Timberlake,  Virginia, ." 

Mariah  Thome,  Queens  co. 

S.  S.  Townsend,  Orange  co. 

Jno.  Townsend,  Queens,  co 

Obadiah  Townsend,    do      

Wm.  M.  Totten,         do      .........••• 

Carried  forward,. . . ♦ . , 
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Brought  forward, 

Trustees  of  Princeton  college,  New-Jersey, 
Sarah  Van  Dozen,  do 

Cath'n  Van  Wyck,  Westchester, 

Ann  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany, 

Jane  Van  Nuyse,  Queens  co • 

Elizabeth  Van  Wyck,  Dutchess  co 

Henry  J.  Vatable,  West-Indies, 

Elizabeth  Valentine,  Westchester, 

Nathaniel  Valentine,  do 

Leon  Valeon,  France, 

Mary  Watson,  New-Jersey, 

Mary  Walton,  Dutchess  co.  • .  • 

E.  Warren  &  Co.  Troy, 

D.  B.  Warden,  France, 

Thos.  Wright,  Greene  co. 

David  Williams,  Kings  co 

Mary  A.  White,  Connecticut, » 

M.  R.  Wilkins,  North-Carolina, 

Mary  E.  Wood,  New-Jersey, 

Jno.  Lh  Zabriskie,      do » •  • 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  Stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Union 
Bank,  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The  stock 
of  this  institution  is  $1,000,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is 
$50  00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  except  the  following,  to  wit : 

StoekkoMan'  ntmM  and  naidanoa.  Shares.  Amount. 

A.  Ackerman,  New-Jersey, 15  750 

Mary  Alsop,  Connecticut, 26  1,300 

John  Alsop,           do        10  500 

Josiah  Abbott,  unknown, 16  800 

S.  Abbott,  sen.,             West-Indies, 200  10, 000 

Madam  Laforest  Blanchet,     do        25  1 ,  250 

R.  Babcock,  Rhode-Island, 20  1,000 

Thos*  Bartrum,  Connecticut,  . . .  •  • 7  350 

Joseph  Burr,  Vermont,. '84  4,200 

Vincent  Boisanbin,  New-Jersey, 192  9,600 

John  Backer,  unknown, 36  1,800 

Harriet  Brown,  Bermuda,  •••••• 15  750 

Lownds  Brown,  unknown, 28  1 ,400 

Waltei  Booth,         do        12  600 

Eleazer  Bulkley,    do        40  2,000 

Abel  Beers,  Connecticut, 10  500 

Susan  Bussing,  unknown,. 8  400 

Carried  forward, 
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Stockholders'  name*  and  reridfe&ce.  Bbum. 

Brought  forward,  ...... 

Sevryn  Bruyn,  Ulster  co. . •  20  $1 ,000 

Mrs.  Sally  Bennett,  unknown, 8  400 

*  Mary  L.  Beach,  New-Jersey,  . . . .  • 10  500 

George  Bulkley,  Connecticut, 10  500 

Philip  Chetwood,  New-Jersey, 16  800 

William  Chetwood,        do         100  5 ,000 

Margaret  Cbamplin,  Rhode-Island, 22J>  1 1 ,450 

Abigail  Cadman,  Boston,  ...  < 10  500 

Charitable  Society,  New-Jersey, 5  250 

Daniel  Cock,  Long-Island, 50  2 ,  500 

Mary  Conklin,  unknown, 40  2,000 

Miriam  Cornwall,  Long-Island, 9  450 

E.  Cowles,  Connecticut, 100  5,000 

Martin  Cowles,  do -: 27  1,850 

Mrs.  Lydia  Cook,  Bermuda, 46  2,300 

Isaac  N.  Coles,  Long-Island, 52  2 ,  600 

Thomas  Cotlerell,  England, 440  22 ,000 

*  F.*R.  Chetwood,  New-Jersey, 46  2,800 

Nancy  Cunningham,  Connecticut, . .  ♦ -  8  400 

Sarah  Crane,             unknown, 12  600 

J.  H.  &  S.  M.  Cornwall,  do       50  .  2,500 

James  Casey,' Connecticut, 60  3,000 

Gerard  Dennux,  France, 50  2,500 

Bonnaire  Delavigne,  unknown, •  . .  41  2 ,050 

Jno.  D.  P.  Douw,  Albany, 20  1 ,000 

Elizabeth  Dagget,  Connecticut,. .........  13  650 

Mary  Deming,                do     '    1 52  2,600 

Frederick  Dertiing,         do         . «...  45  2 ,  250 

Dorothy  Deming,  jr.       do         . .  • 25  1 ,  250 

Laviclle  Du  Bercean,  New-Jersey, 83  4, 150 

Henry  Denison,  Connecticut, 100  '5,000 

Mary  Hazard,  unknown,.....; ....  ......  35  1,750 

Rebecca  Cole,    do ;s ......  35  1,750 

Charlotte  C.  Ebbetts,  New-Orleans,  ......  20  1  ,000 

Sanders  Frith,  Bermuda,. 31  1,550 

Ebenezer  Francis,  trustee,  Boston, 70  3,500 

E.  D.  Griffin.                          do       28  1,400 

Wm.  Greene,  Greene  co. ; 261  13,050 

Gardner  Greene,  Boston,  .....;:........  600  30,000 

Ann  Grant,  unknown,  .;....;:....  ;....:  13  650 

Elizabeth  L.  Gilchrist,  Philadelphia, 54  2, 700 

Matthew  Heslop,  unknown,  ...........;.  25  1 ,  250 

Sarah  Heylieer,  St.  Croix, ; . : 20  1  ,o00 

Mrs.  Ruth  Hart,  Connecticut, 20  1 ,000 

Mrs.  Abigail  Hubbard,    do •  20  1 ,  000 

Elijah  Hubbard,              do         ..........  50  2,500 

John  Harsburgh,  England,  ..............  105  5,250 

Sarah  Halsted,  New-Jersey, 1  50 


Carried  forward,., 
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Brought  forward,..*. 

Z.  Huntington,  Connecticut,  ..#.... 

F.  A.  Huntington,  unknown,  ••*•»•*.•.•• 
Mary  N.  Hanford,       do        ............ 

Samuel  Hart,  Connecticut, *...*.♦. 

Is*ac  Iselin,  Europe, ,..».. 

Moses  Injdee,  Jr.  unknown, . . •  » 

Sam'i  R.  Johnson,     do        . . .  • 

Mar j  Jackson,  Canandaigtta,  •«•••.•••••• 

Margaret  Keith,  Bermuda,  .  • .  ♦ 

Moss  Kent,  Albany, *•••.....« 

William  Kerr,  unknown, •  •  .  .  . 

Sarah  W.  Kinsey,  Long  Island, 

Luther  Loomis,      Connecticut, 

Eliphalet  Lockwood,      do 

E.  A.  Leffingwell,  do        * . . . 

Buckingham  Lockwood,  do         

William  Lockwood,        do 

Mrs.  Eliza  Livingston,  unknown,. 

Sally  Lawson,  do . .  .   •  •  • 

Wm.  C.  Leffingwell,  Connecticut, ........ 

Moses  Long,  guardian,  Vermont, ......... 

Isaac  Leflerts,  Kings  co. .......  <** . ...... . 

Robert  Lavielle,  New-Jersey, •••••• 

Robert  Morris,  do 

John  Marshall,  unknown,.  ....•*•••.•••• 

Alexander  M'Donald,  Orange  co 

Margaret  Mason,  Rhode  Island, 

Thomas  M'Kie,  unknown, 

Polly  Miller,  Nova  Scotia, 

Phebe  M' Whorter,  New-Jersey, 

Adriana  V.  B.  M* Whorter,  do.     

Nehemiah  Merritt,  Nova  Scotia,  •••.••.«• 

Joseph  S.  Mott,  unknown, 

James  Morris,  Connecticut, 

Henry  Martin,  unknown, 

Alien  Miner,  Connecticut, 

James  Mather,        do 

J.  W.  Mouritzen,  St.  Croix, 

Daniel  Nash,      Connecticut,  • 

Daniel  Nash,  Jr.         do 

Susan  W.  Neimceiviez,  New-Jersey, 

Thomas  Nugent,  unknown, 

Dennis  Nash,  Connecticut, 

George  Nash,  ,  do.         . . . . 

Daniel  Nash  and  others,  in  trust,do        •  • .  • 

Samuel  Owner,  Philadelphia,  - 

J.  J.  Outerbridge,  Bermuda, > . .  ♦  • 

Joseph  Otis,  Connecticut, 

Carried  forward,. .  •  • 
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Brought  forward,. 

Walter  Perry,  Connecticut, ,.  430  $£1,500 

Henry  Pope,  Long  Island, * . . .  100  5,000 

Lewis  Pintard,  New-Jersey, 10  MO 

John  R.  Poinsett,  unknown, 18  900 

Sally  Pierce,  Connecticut, 14  700 

Mary  Pierce,          do         11  550 

J.  Peace,  Philadelphia, S5  1,750 

.Francis  Perry,  Connecticut, 76  3,800 

Henry  Perry,          do          76  3,800 

Hetty  Perry,            do           75  3,750 

Z.  C.  Palmer,  unknown,. 10  500 

Ann  Peers,  v        do        •»• 10  500 

Charlotte  Perkins,  Tompkins  co 10  500 

H.  Pratt,  unknown, 27  1,350 

Jacob  Rhinelander,  New-Jersey,. 200  10,000 

Mary  Richards,  Connecticut, 10  500 

Sarah  Rogers,  unknown, • •  40  2,000 

Felix  Roumaine,  West  Indies,  •••••••••••  55  2, 750 

Wm.  Robinson,  Connecticut,  ••..•••.•••.  120  6,000 

Rev.  Thomas  Smith,  unknown,  •  •  •  •  • 10  500 

Selah  Strong,  Lone  Island, 210  10,500 

Nathan  Santord,  Albany, ** 100  5,000 

Jona.  Sturges,  Connecticut, 25  1,250 

Egbert  F.  Smith,  Rhode  Island, 4  200 

L.  D.  V.  Schweinez,  Pennsylvania, 80  4,000 

Charles  J.  Smith,  unknown, 5  250 

Ryneer  Suydam,  Lone  Island,  •••.•••••••  20  1 ,000 

Tunis  Smith,  Rockland  co.  .  • #  7  350 

Elisha  Sands,         unknown, 21  1 ,050 

Peter  Striker,  in  trust,  do.       •  • • .  4  200 

William  Scott,              do       50  2,500 

Geo.  Stephepson,  unknown, 20  1 ,000 

Daniel  Sterling,  Connecticut,  •  • •  32  1 ,  600 

Uriah  Tracy,            do 10  500 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Tucker,  Bermuda, 241  12 ,  050 

John  Tredwell,  Long  Island, 30  1 ,500 

Walter  Thorp,  Jr.         *    Connecticut, 20  1,000 

.Seth  Tayler,  guardian,            do 8  400 

Clarina  Underhill,  unknown,  .  .* -  40  2,000 

Pierre  Van  Cortland t,  Dutchess  co 21  1 ,000 

John  Van  De  Veer,  Kings,  co 15  750 

Gershom  Williams,    unknown, 15  750 

Elizabeth  Williams,        do        4  200 

Thomas  Whytlaw,          do        9  450 

AnnWhytlaw,                do         35  1,750 

Esther  Wakeman,  Connecticut, 12  600 

James  H.  Woodhull,  Long  Island, 106  5,300 

Nicholas  Williamson,  unknown, 24  1 ,200 


Carried  forward,. 
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Brought  forward,.... 

Gerrit  Williamson,  Rocklaodco 

Joanna  B.  Williamson,  Chenango  co. . . . . . . 

William  Williams,  unknown, 

Jessup  Wakeman,  Connecticut,. . . . 

Thomas  Wright  and  others,  in  trust,  Greene 

county, ....... 

Jessup  B.  Wakeman,  Connecticut, 

Thomas  Wright,  Clayerack, 

Caroline  M.  Yates, unknown,. . .  % 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Merchant? 
Bank  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The  stock 
of  this  institution  is  $1,490,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is  $50. 
The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  bj  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  except  the  following,  viz : 

StockboMert'  names  and  retidsaee.                                         Shares.  Aartuat 

Elizabeth  Annin,  Dutchess  co 5  250 

Alicia  Maria  Armstrong,  England, 58  2 ,  900 

JEtna  Insurance  Company,  Connecticut, . . .            SO  1 ,  500 

Edward  Armstrong,  Orange  co,  . . . . 35  1 ,750 

James  Bloodgood,  Queens  co. 25  1 ,  250 

Andrew  Bell,  New-Jersey, '  S3  1,650 

Joel  Bridge,  England, 50  2,500 

Maria  Buny  an,  Westchester  co 70  3 ,  500 

Martha  and  Phebe  Burling,  Putnam  co 52  2 ,  600 

Joseph  Battell,  Connecticut, *. . .            60  3,000 

Jacob  Berry,  Kings, 10  500 

Frederick  Bradley,  Troy,  .. 32  1,600 

F.  C.  Bassett,    Connecticut, 68  3,400 

Isaac  E.  Beach.           do          '        20  1,000 

James  E.  Beach,        do  114     '         5,700 

Love  Baker, New-Jersey,. 300  15,000 

Henry  Btirbeck,  Connecticut, 1 20  6 ,  000 

Nathan  Bowditch,  Massachusetts, 200  10, 000 

Ann  Maria  Connelly,  Ireland, 30  1 ,  500 

Josiah  Collins,  Jr.  North  Carolina, . .       2,500  125,000 

H.  &  T.  Coles,  Queens  co 5  250 

A.  Codman,  Massachusetts, . . . .            15  750 

Nicholas  J.  Clarj,  France,  (Paris) 61  3,050 

Gsd  Cowles,  Connecticut, 24  1 ,200 

Martin  Cowles,     do 32  1,600 

Lynde  Catlin,  New-Jersey, 110  5,500 

William  Chetwood,  Ne w Jersey, 20  1 ,  000 

Jane  Creighton,  unknown, • 16  800 

D.  L.  Coit  and  others,  Connecticut,  ......            62  3, 100 

■■1  ' 
Carried  forward,. ... 
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Brought  forward, 


•  *  •  » 


lose  Z.  Call,  Manilla, 

J.  &*  A.  Cowles,  Connecticut,* . . . . 

Ann  Dalrympk,  unknown, .  . . 

Lloyd  S.  Danbery,  Westchester  co 

J.  P.  Delancey,  do-  ...... 

Elizabeth  De  Wint,  Dutchess  co.  ....... . 

Mary  Ann  Dudley,  unknown,*  ........... 

T-  Deming,         Connecticut,  • 

Dorothy  Deming,  Jr.    do      i ..... . 

John  D.  P.  Douw,  Albany, 

William  Deming,  Connecticut, 

Mary  Deming,  do 

E.  Doolittle,  Kings  co. ^. . 

Elisabeth  Daggett,  Connecticut, 

Charles  Deming,  do 

Catharine  L.  Duane,  Schenectady  co..... . 

L.A.  Eigenbradt,  Queens  co 

Lewis  Frangries,  unknown, 

Sarah  Fanning,  Connecticut, 

Geo.  Farrington,  Queens  co. . . .  • 

Jno.  Fisher,  Kings  co 

E.  Francis,  trustee,  Massachusetts, 

F.  R.  Gardiner,  Suffolk  co 

Ruth  Gibbs,  Massachusetts, 

Tho's  B.  Goelet,  Dutchess  co 

William  Hewlet,  Queens  co 

Elijah  Hubbard,  Connecticut  •  • 

SamU  D.  Hubbard,     do.         

Emetine  Hawley,        do   

Richard  W.  Hpt,  Connecticut, 

Abigail  Hubbard,  do         .......... 

Jos.  Huntington,  do         

jCoL  James  House,  U.  S.  army, > . . 

John  Jackson,  unknown, 

Ann  Jay,  Westchester  county, 

Jas.  C.  Johnson,  North  Carolina,. .  • 

Euphemia  Johnson,  Otsego  county, 

Henry  Kingsland,  New-Jersey, 

,Thomas  Lathrop,  Connecticut, 

Erastus  Lyman,  do  

,  Mary  Lynn,  unknown, 

-Joseph  Logan,  Martinique,. ............. 

..  Wm.  Lockwood,  Connecticut, ...._. 

Buckingham  Lockwood,  do    ....". 

Eliph.  Lockwtibd,  do    •••.•••••••• 

John  Reed  Lauffer,  Spanish  Main, ........ 

John  L.  Lefferts,  Kings  county, 

Carried  forward,  •  •  •  • 
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Brought  forward, . . 
8arah  Mary,  Arabella  and  Jane  Lawrence, 

England, ....*... 183 

Middletown  Bank,  Connecticut,  ....*«••..  400 

Samuel  Miller,  NewsJereey, 40 

Alex'r  McDonald,  Orange  county,  * . . * « . .  15 

Richard  Milne,  Pennsylvania,-  •  #....••.•  •  500 

Isaac  Mead,  jr.  Connecticut, S3 

Charlotte  Moore,        do       •  '  1 

Sam'l  Mott,  trustee,  Long-Island, •  7 

Elizabeth  Nostrand,  Queens  county, 5 

Ormond  Noble,  Vermont, ^  34 

Jas.  Noble,  unknown,  . . .  . . 10 

John  Niven,  Pennsylvania,. . 35 

J.  &  D.  Niven,  trustees,  do IS 

William  North  and  John  Flack,  do 2 

B»  Ostrander,  Queens  county,  ....«..•••.«  12 

Presbyterian  Church,  do          .  .• 25 

Joseph  Peace,  Pennsylvania,* . . . '. . ; 201 

Elias  Perkins,  Connecticut, 208 

Judah  Paddock,  Columbia  county, 60 

John  Powell,  Flushing,  L.  4., 50 

Jai.  Pierce,  in  trust,  Connecticut,  » .  • 9 

do           do               do         0 

Mary  Pierce,                     do          ........  4 

Fanny  Peck,  Long-Island,  *  »»•••.. ■  12 

R.  Primrose,  North  Carolina, • 84 

Hannah  Porter,  Massachusetts,  • '  *    7 

Nath'l  Patten,  Connecticut, 38 

Wm.  Robinson,        do          •  35 

Jacob  Rhinelander,  do  06 

Anthonj  Rogers,  Schenectady, 25  • 

Fretf'k  Richmond,  New-Jersey, 40 

Jas.  Russell,  unknown, 5 

Ann  H.  Roux,    do       • 46 

Helena  L.  Roux,  do 46 

Joseph  Robert,  New-Jersey, . . . . .  12 

Francis  L.  Roux,  unknown, 13 

Jno.  Savournier,  France,. 36 

F.  Sutherland,  Scotland, 20 

St.  Ann's  Church,  Brooklyn, 10 

Lewis  Sibourd,  New-Orleans, 100 

Eneas  Smith,  New-Jersey, 6 

Thomas  Smith,  unknown, 10 

Andrew  Service,  England, .  • •  •  250 

Hannah  P.  Sleight,  Sagg-Harbor,  L.  1 39 

Daniel  Sterliqg,  Connecticut, 23 

R.  H.  Salter,               do       10 

J.  H.  Sutermeister,  Ulster  county,. .......  25 

Carried  forward,  •• 
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Brought  forward, . . 

Isabella  Stewart,  Queens  county, 

David  Sterling,  Connecticut, 

James  Shaw, North  Carolina, 

Rich'd  Tubman,  Georgia, 

Ulric  Tobler,  do 

J.  &  C.  Tainter,  Connecticut, 

Maria  Thome,  Queens  county, 

Old  Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  do 

Phebe  Tyre,  do 

Jas.  Tallmadge,  Dutchess  county, 

Chas.  Tainter,  Connecticut, 

Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  estate  of,  Albany, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  do 

Philip  Verplanck,  Westchester  county,. 

Geo.  Woolsey ,  Greene  county, 

John  Waugh,  Scotland, 

William  Wallace,  Kings  county, 

R.  W.  Walker,  trustee,  Connecticut, 
Julia  Wolcott,  do 

O.  Wolcott,  do 

S.  W.  Wolcott,  do 

David  Wingood,  Turk's  Island,. 

Mary  E.  Wood,  New-Jersey, 

Nancy  Watt,  Connecticut, 

Moses  Wheeler^ Massachusetts,.  •  • ,  • 

Wm.  Williams,  Connecticut, 

Edward  Ximenes,  St.  Domingo, 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Bank  of 
America  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $2,049,500,  and  a  share  of  the  said  stock 
is  (100.00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is 
owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following,  vis: 

Stockholders' Mines  tAdrefidence.  Share*.  AmtmaL 

Abigail  Arding,  unknown, 9  900 

Sam'l  Abbott,  St.  Croix, w     160  16,000 

Sarah E.  Austin, unknown,.. •••  *        5  500 

Mary  Allen,        do         i 20  2,000 

Mary  Alsop,  Connecticut, •  •  •  10.  1 ,000 

Fanny  Alsop,        do         •*•• 21  2,100 

John  Alsop,          do         , 18  1,800 

Sarah  H.  Armstrong,  unknown, . . ., 20  2,000 

Giles  Buckingham,  Connecticut, ..........  50  5,000 

Fanny  Brown,  unknown, 4  400 

Carried  forward, .. 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


25 

Stockholders*  umei  and  loaidoneo.  Shan*. 

Brought  forward....... 

L.  Brooks,  Connecticut, 4  (400 

Henry  Bickley,  Philadelphia, 20  2 ,  000 

George  Brown,  Unknown,.  •; 35  8,500 

Susan  Brown,        do         14  1,400 

Joseph  Burr,         do         10  1,000 

Anna  Barclay,       do 10  1,000 

Amelia  Boisanbin,  do         10  1,000 

Jonathan  Burr,  Rensselaer  county,  .......  40  4,600 

T,  C.  Bassett,  unknown, 17  1,700 

Casper  Bergen,      do 9  900 

Win.  Baley,          do      4  406 

Mary  Burling,       do       25  2,500 

Priscilla  Baker,  Philadelphia, ISO  1 3 , 006 

J.  J.  Barnard,  cash'r,  New-Haven, 60  6,000 

Sarah  Barker,  Philadelphia, 10  1 ,  000 

H.  H,  Barker,         do          10  1,000 

Joannes  Broes,  &c.  trustee,  Europe, 40  4,000 

Ann  M.  Barker,  Philadelphia, 10  1 ,000 

Abel  Beers,  unknown,  .  * . ."' 5  500 

Jesse  Breed,  Connecticut, 20  2 ,000 

Stephen  D.  Beekman,  unknown, 10  ^  1,000 

J.B.I.BieUe,                 do -6  600 

Sarah  Bridgement,            do        . » S  300 

Eliza  Beexman,               do        4  400 

Rebecca  Bush,  Westchester  county,  ....• .    -     -   82       •  •    3,200 

Jas.  W.  T.  Bayle,  Bermuda, -10  *  -  ;      1,000 

Benj.  Bennet,  unknown, *  *         5  '500 

Abner  Beers,         do       10  1,000, 

S.  D.  Beekman,  in  trust,  do 118  11,800 

Margaret  Byard,  do 7  700 

Barent  Bleecker  and  others,  Albany, 27  2,700 

Janet  Bayliss,  unknown, 20  2,000 

David  Brooks,  &c.  in  trust,  Connecticut,  .  •  10  1,000 

Benj.  -Brooks,  unknown, 40  4,000 

SilasBurton,        do        ,  10  1,000 

J.  L.  Buswell,  Connecticut, 10  1 ,000 

Asa  Bacon,                do 23  2,300 

Bank  of  N.  America,  Philadelphia, 35  3 ,  500 

Charles  Bennett,  unknown, 10  1 ,000 

Joseph  Cortina,        do        .' 38  3,800 

Levi  Curtis,  Connecticut, 10  1 ,000 

AbbyCoit,            do         10  1,000 

D.  T.  Coit  and  others,  do 15  1 ,500 

Euos  Collins,  Halifax.  N.  S 400  40,000 

T.  &.  R.  M.  Conklin,  unknown, 8  800 

A.  C.  Cazenove,  Alexandria,  D.  C 29  2, 900 

Rebecca  Coit,  Connecticut, 8  800 


Carried  forward, .  • 
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Stockholders*  naaei  and  residence.  Shartf. 

Brought  forward, .  • . 

M.  S.  A.  V.  Chrtiviteau,  Europe, 87  $8,700 

Susan  Covenhoven,  Kings  co., 15  1 ,500 

Abby  Coit,  Connecticut, * 6  600 

Geo.  Crawford,  St.  Croix, .  60  6,000 

Thomas  Cotterill,  England, 130  13,000 

Anny  Chapman, unknown, „  II  1, 100 

Daniel  Cock,           do         20  2,000 

Sally  L.  Coit,  Connecticut, . . . .  9  900 

Daniel  T,  Coit,        do         12  1,200 

Rachel  Clark,  New-Jersey, 10  1, 000 

Peter  Campbell,  unknown, « 8  800 

Mary  Clark,                do       3  300 

Juan  J.  Chauviteau,    do 39  3,900 

Ruth  G.  Channing,      do       25  2,500 

Nancy  Collins,             do       2  200 

Jas.  Drake,                   do       .., 310  31,000 

R.  &  H.  De  Vos  Von  Steenwyck,  do ..... .  4  400 

Carel  De  Vos  Yon  Steenwyck,  do 16  1 ,  600 

Lloyd  S.  Danberry,  Westchester  co., .....  60  6,000 

Lee vi lie  Du  Berceau,  New-Jersey, 130  13, 800 

Henry  Davis,  out  of  the  state, 6  600 

Nicholas  De  Camps,  unknown,. 20  2,000 

Newbury  Davenport,      do       2  200 

Mary  Dwight,  New-Haven, 48  4,800 

Peter  Du  Crocg  and  others,  unknown,  ....  2  200 

Julius  Deming,  Connecticut, 85  8 ,  500 

Frederick  Deming,  .do 64  6,400 

Timothy  Dwi^Kt,       do 38  3,800 

Dorothy  Doming,       do 14  1,400 

Alanson  Douglas,  Troy, 150  15,000 

Jas,  Danglade  &  Carlos  Benedite,  Cartha- 

gena, 130  13,000 

Charlotte  Daird,  unknown, 10  1 ,000 

John  Davenport,      do        4  400 

Sarah  De  Haan,  unknown,. 55  5,500 

Henry  Dennison,      do.      50  5,000 

Sanol.  Emben  and  other  in  trust,  N.  Jersey,  34  3,400 

%V     do                do                            do  34  3,400 

Elizabeth  Eldridge,  unknown, 1  100 

Henry  V.  Erickson^       do       19  1,900 

Don  Santiago Elizalde,    do       31  3, 100 

Mary  Elton,                    do       7  700 

Walter  Edwards,            do      2  200 

John  Fisher,  Kings  co., 175  17,500 

Peter  Fort,  unknown, 115  11,500 

Wm.  W.  Forman,  do  10  1,000 

Jarvis  Frost,          do • 60  6,000 

John  Feely,           do 5  500 

Carried  forward, .... 
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8tocUnkta*'  name  and  residence* 

Brought  forward, 

Mary  Fur,        unknown 

Cbas.  Foucard,      do  . . . •  • .  • 

Daniel  W.  Frost,  do 

Asa  Fitch,  Connecticut, - 

Catharine  Fisher,  unknown, 

Jacob  Foek  and  others,  in  trust,  unknown, 

Mary  Fitch,  Connecticut, 

E.  Francis,  trustee,  Boston, 

E.  IX  Griffin,  unknown, 

Gardiner  Greene,  Boston, 

John  L.  Gardiner,  Suffolk  co., 

Elinor  Griffith,  unknown, . . . . . 

William  Greene,      do     

Gosmo  Gordon,        do     

Olaves  P.  Gram,      do     ♦ 

Elizabeth  L.  Gilchrist,  do 

Margaret  Gilchrist,        do  ..* 

Elizabeth  B.  Greene,     do 

Sarah  Gibbs,  do  .... , 

William  Gait,  Virginia, .a 

George  Gray,  unknown, ; 

E.  Hubbard,  Connecticut, 

M.  Hough,  Buzarah,  Conn., 

Wm.  Hewlett,  unknown,. ; 

Catharine  Hicks,     do     • . . . . 

Charlotte  Hubbell,  do     . . . ; 

Capt.  J.  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,. . . ; 

C.  P.  Huntington,  Connecticut,.  • 

John  Havey,  unknown,. 

Alex.  Henry,  Philadelphia, 

Lucy  Hubbard,  unknown, 

Sally  B.  Haviland,    do     

John  A.  Haring,        do     

Elisha  Hart,  Connecticut, 

Roger  Huntington,    do     . 

Joseph  Huntington,  do     .  • 

Thomas  Hewitt,  unknown, 

David  Hedges,  Jr.,        do     

Felix  A.  Huntington,    do     

Asahel  Hathaway,  Jr.   do     . . . . 

Moses  Hillard,  Connecticut, ..;.... 

George  Hewlett,  Long-Island, 

John  Horseburgb,  England,; 

Edward  Jessup,  Connecticut, 

James  J.  Ivers,  unknown, 

Isaae  Iselin,  Europe, 

John  L.  IrelanJ,  unknown, 

Saml.  W.  Johnson,  Connecticut, 
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Stockholders'  name*  and  retideaee. 

Brought  forward,. . . • .  • 

Dorothy  Ivers,  unknown, 10  $1,000 

Andrew  Indetirick,  do 10  1,000 

Daniel  Judson,  Connecticut,. 25  2,500 

John  Jay,  Westchester  co., 65  6 ,500 

Euphemiea  Johnson,  unknown, 23  2 ,  300 

WilliamUnglis,                do       21  2,100 

Mary  L.  Jones,                do       27  2,700 

Walter  Jones,  Long  Island, 5  500 

Phebe  W.  Jones,  unknown, 5  500 

Saml.  R.  Johnson,         do       13  1,300 

Mary  Jones,                 do       5  500 

Mary  Johnson,              do       3  300 

Sally  Jewett,                 do       2  200 

Patty  Jewett,                 do       2  200 

John  L.Kane,              do       20  2,000 

Emily  Kearny,               do       8  800 

Ruth  LeffingweO,          do       13  1,300 

John  Lathrop,                do       11  1,100 

P.  B.  Lathrop,  Connecticut, .  • 1  100 

Lydia  H.  Lathrop,      do 1  100 

N.  T.  Luzac,  unknown, ••••...  16  1,600 

Mary  C.  L'Hommedieu,  unknown, 10  1 ,000 

Carroll  Livingston, .               do       47  .  4, 700 

Peter  Lamos,                         do.      56  5,600 

Eliphalet  Lockwood,              do 13  1,300 

Buckingham  Lockwood,         do       12  1 ,200 

Rev.  Philip  Lindsley ,  New- Jersey ,  ....♦•.  30  3 ,  000 

Mary  Lyon,  unknown, 16  1,600 

Charles  Langlois,  do. • 5  500 

Isaac  Lefferts,  Long-Island, •  21  2,100 

J.  Lawton  &  Tho.  Knight,  in  trust,  unknown  3  300 

Honore  I.  Secour,                               do  20  2,000 

Francis  Ludlow,                                 do  3  300 

Ann  Lavertse,  Albany,. 55  5,500 

John  P.  Lynch,  unknown, 10  1 ,000 

Corns.  J.  Luzac,  Leyden,  Holland, 16  1 ,600 

Robert  Laville,  New-Jersey, 50  5,000 

John  Lowry,  unknown, ♦ .  12  1,200 

Susanna  Lord,      do 50  5,000 

Elias  Lynch,         do 15  1,500 

Isaac  Mead,  Jr.     do 8  800 

Lewis  Morris,  Westchester  co., 56  5 ,  600 

Samuel  Miller, unknown, 41  4, 100 

Rev.  A.  Mitchell,  Connecticut, 27  2,700 

Peter  Martin,  unknown, 8  800 

Jon.  Middlebrook,   dp     10  1,000 

Nehemiah  Merrit,  New-Brunswick, 211  21 ,  100 

Mary  Megrath,  unknown, 2  200 

Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,.  .  . 

George  P.  Mabte, unknown, 3  #300 

David  Magnin,          do     • 7  700 

Mary  Maghee,           do     1  100 

Jesse  Merritt,            do     . ,  I . .  6  600 

Bastien  Mastey,        do 93  9,300 

8am.  Mather,  Conn.,. • 125  12,600 

Elijah  Mead,  unknown, 7  700 

Peter  Montengre,  West-Indies, 10  1 ,000 

Jared  Mansfeld,  West-Point,  ....... 41  4, 100 

Norwich  Fire  Ins.  Go.  Conn., 25  2,500 

Caleb  Newbold,  New-Jersey, 40  4, 000 

Susan  Newbold,        do           15  1,500 

Daniel  Nash,  Connecticut, 2  200 

N.  H.  Insurance  Com'y.  do 23  2,300 

Daniel  &  Darius  Nash,    do 8  800 

Geo.  Nash  and  others,  in  trust,  do 2  200 

Elias  Perkins,                           do 100  10,000 

Jerusha  Pent,  unknown, 28  2,800 

Princeton  College, New-Jersey, 10  1, 000 

Joseph  Peace,                   do       60  6,000 

Henry  Pope,  unknown, ..•••••••,.. 30  3,000 

A.  Polhemus,  Jr.     do 8  800 

LydiaPeck,            do 10  1,000 

Charlotte  Pratt,  in  trust,  do ••••         .    10  1,000 

Edward  Priestly,              do , ,  JO.  1,000 

John  Powell,  Queens  co., *  23  2,300 

Alice  Prout,  unknown, . . f , ......  9 .  7  700 

Thos.  Powell,  Queens  co.,  •••••»  f , 20  2,000 

Ann  T.  Pintard,  unknown,  •  •••,..«• 9  900 

William  Philip,           do     • ... t .,,,,,,, .      .  -      5  £00 

Julia  Post,                   do     ....,,.,.,....     */      50  6,000 

Marina  Pritchard,        do ,,,.  10  1,000 

Walter  Perry,              dq     .....,,...,„.  130  13,000 

Jas.  Porter,  Register,  Albany, 54  5 ,  400 

Eleanor  Pettit,  unknown, 4  400 

Thomas  Prosser,       do     •  • 5  500 

Peter  Queysen,  Europe, ................  2  200 

Win,  Rotch,  Jr.  Massachusetts,  •  • .  f 30  3 ,  000 

Daniel  Robertson,  St.  Croix, ............  20  2 ,  000 

Wm.  Robinson,  Connecticut, ,  ?  f.f f .  20  2 ,000 

Diana  Rapelye,  Kings  co., •  8  800 

Peter  Robinson,  unknown, )6  1 ,600 

E.  H.  Robinson,          do %  goo 

Ann  Richards,             do     1  100 

Catb.  Roberts,             do 2  200 

John  Robertson,          do     ..............  30  3,000 

S.  P.  C.  W.  B.  De  Rochebrand,  do  50  5,000 

M.  Repos,                                   do  11  1,100 

Carried  forward, 
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Stockholders*  namea  and  residence. 

Brought  forward, ...... 

Alex.  Rose,  unknown, 

Richards  &  St.  John,  do  .  • 

P.  T.  Rochfernoy,       do 

John  Roberts,  do  . . . 

O.  C.  Rossmusson,  St  Croix,.  ...••••••.• 

Ripley's  &  Waldo,  unknown, 

Sally  St.  John,  do        

Mary  Sullivan,  do         ............ 

A.  staniske,  do         .  • 

Ann  Shepherd,  do         ...... 

Nathan  Sanford,  Albany, 

Jaques  Stilwell,  unknown, 

Benj.  Smith,  New-Jersey, 

Catharine  Sanderson,  unknown, 

Wm.  St.  John,  do     

Sam'l.  Sackett,  executor,    do     • 

Ralph  Stoddard,  do     

Rev.  J.  Schuneman,  New-Jersey, 

David  Sterling,  unknown,  •  • 

Jerera.  Sturges,        do      .  • 

Sam'l.  Swan,  Massachusetts,.  • 

Jbo.  W.  Sterling,  unknown, 

M.  E.  St.  John,  Connecticut,  . .  •• 

N.  .Sbipman,         -do  ...•••••.••• 

C.  Solomons,  Albany,.  ....... 

Isabella  Stewart,  Long-Island, 

Christ'n.  Seward,  unknown, 

Henry  Strong,  do       .......••••«. 

Rev.  Jos.  Sanford,  Brooklyn,.  • ... 

Dan'1.  Salter,  unknown, 

Mary  T.  Smith,       do 

John  Sharpe,  do     ...«••••••••..•• 

Elias  Smith,  do 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  do     • 

Hannah  Swan,  Massachusetts,  •  • * . 

Dan'l.  Swan,  do         

N.  Smith,  Conn., ...... ? ...... . 

Andrew  Strong,  do.     ...••••••.• 

Lewis  H.  St.  John,  unknown, 

Dan'l.  Sterling,  Conn., . .  * 

Ann  C.  Souverbie,  unknown, 

Maria  &  Ida  Suydam,     do    

Natham  Smith,  do     .•••••••.... 

Wm.  Scott,  do     

Jubal  Farbell,  do     • 

Jas.  Tallmadge,  Poughkeepsie, 

6.  J.  Thompson,  unknown, 

Jas.  Thompson,         do 
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7 

700 

100 

10,000 

20 

2,000 

53 

5,300 

15 

1,500 

12 

1/200 

25 

2,500 
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Stockholder!'  nam*!  tad  retidenoe- 

Brought  forward,. . 

Clinton  Academy,  Suffolk  co., 

Uriah  Tracy  Connecticut, : 

John  Turner,         do        

Elisha  Tracy,        do 

Sarah  Tracy,  do 

J.  H.  &  N.  Townsend,  unknown, 

James  Tompkins,  do        

Lucy  C.  Tracy,  Conn., 

Elizabeth  Tracy,    do 

Margaret  Tracy,    do 

Esther  Tawzer,  unknown, 

Corn's.  Johnson  Thummer,  do 

Margaret  Toan,  do 

Jas.  Tallmadge,  guardian,  Dutchess  co., . . . 

J.  J.  Thebaud,  unknown, 

Edward  Thebaud,     do     , 

Chas.  B.  Tallmadge,  do     

Frances  Mary  Upton,' do  ....•...-. 

Madam  A.  L.  C.  Van  Pallandt,  unknown,. . 
Madam  S.  D.  Van  Leyden,  do 

6.  J.  A.  A.  Van  Pallandt,  4o 

Ann  Van  Vorst,  New-Jersey, •...-.... 

Martha  Valentine,  Westchester, 

Philip  Ver  Planck,  do      

Henry  Jos.  Vatable,  New-Jersey, 

Adrian  Van  Sinderen,  Kings  co., ......... 

Sam'l.  Vernon,  unknown, 

Visscher,  Denniston  &  Shepherd,  trustees, 

Albany  co., 

Constantia  W.  Vrythoff,  unknown, 

Van  Wyck  Wicks,  do      

Wm.  Wallace,  Brooklyn, 

Mary  Williams,  unknown, 

Rosanna  Winter,         do     

Nancy  Wait,  in  trust,  Connecticut,. 

Bulah  Whittlesey,  do      

George  Woolsey,  unknown, 

John  Wickham,  Virginia, 

Nancy  Wait,  Connecticut, 

Thee.  Wright,  Columbia  co., 

Hendriek  Winkleman,  unknown, 

William  Williams,  do      

E.  J.  Wilcoxson,  do      


Sham. 

4 
50 
10 
90 

3 
20 
15 
IS 

2 

2 

3 
14 

4 
60 
16 
16 
15 

S 
43 
18 
18 
50 

6 
69 
18 
35 
35 

54 
•  8 

5 
10 
15 
24 

5 

2 

9 

150 

16 

20 

2 
10 
10 


Amount. 

$400 

5,000 

1,000 

9,000 

300 

2,000 

1,500  « 

1,300 

200 

200 

300 

1,400 

400 

6,000 

1,600 

1,600 

1,500 

*  300 

4,300 

1,800 

1,800 

5,000 

600 

6,900 

1,800" 

3,500 

3,500 

5,400 

800 

500 

1,000 

1,500 

2,400 

500 

200 

900 

15,000 

1,600 

2,000 

200 

1,000 

1,000 


10,243    $1,024,300 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Company,  rendered  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year 
1827.  The  stock  of  this  institution  is  $1,500,000,  and  a  share  of 
the  stock  is  $100.00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the 
list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following,  viz : 

Stockholders' names  and  reridenee.  Shares.  Amount 

Elijah  Alleger,  Ulster  co 10  $1,000 

John  Brandegue,  New-London,. . .  • 50  5,000 

Carlo  Benedite,  Carthagen*, *•••••  35  3, 500 

John  Borland,  unknown,. 5  500 

J.S.Bruyn,             Ulsterco 21  2,100 

Jacob  Burhans,            do         10  1,000 

John  Benson,              do 3  300 

John  Broadhead,  Jr.    do 6  600 

Jesse  Buel,  Albany, 5  500 

B.  Carpenter,  Queens  co 20  2,000 

Seth  Couch,             Ulster  co 6  600 

Jacobus  Cole,                do         8  800 

G.  Cooper  and  Son,    do        5  500 

E.  C.  Delavan,  Albany, 100  10,000 

Isaac  B.  Davis,  Ulster  co 1  100 

Isaac  H.  Davis.       do       1  100 

Oerrit  Delamater,    do       • 1  100 

H.  W.  Denton,  Orange  co. 10  1 ,000 

M.  W.  Day,  unknown, 15  1,500 

Levi  Elmaker,  Philadelphia, 268  26 ,800 

Jacob  Enderly,  Ulster  co 2  200 

Ed.  Elmendorf,      do       10  1,000 

Martha  Grier,  unknown, 3  300 

Elsie  Hasbrouck,           Kingston,  Ulster  co.  4  400 

Hilmsn  and  Hawley,                 do  17  1,700 

Cha's  Louis  Hasbrouck,             do  3  300 

Hume  and  Dubois,    -                do  5  500 

Wm.  Hixson,                             do  2  200 

J.  L.  Hasbrouck,                       do  1  100 

David  A.  Hasbrouck,                 do  5  500 

G/D.  Hasbrouck,                       do  1  100 

Jona.  Hasbrouck,                       do  19  1,900 

Josi/Hasbrouck,  Jr.                    do  6  600 

C6r*elius  Lefisver„Ulster  co 2  200 

Effingham  Lawrence,  Long  Island, 20  2 ,000 

R.  C.  Moore,  Virginia, • 20  2,000 

Jno.  Marten,           unknown, •••••  2  200 

Henry  Myer,              do        ...» 4  400 

Robert  Minturn,           do         17  1,700 

J.  H.  Newcomb,         do         22  2,200 

Mary  D.  Newcomb,    do         ............  4  400 

C.H.  Newcomb,        do         '  4  400 

Walter  Nichols,' Kings  co 10  1,000 

Carried  forward, .  . 
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uhm  and  residence.  8faares.  Amount 

Brought  forward, 

Edward  O'Neil,    Ulster  co. 

Dan'l  Oakley,  do     

J.  D.  Ostrander,  do 

H.  B.  Pierpont,  Kings  co 

Jno.  Pierpont,       do 

David  Plant,  unknown,. . . . . 

Norman  Peck,    do 

James  Pine,  Sullivan  co. . .  •  . 

Henry  Pratt,  unknown, 

Ruggles  and  Hasbrouck,  Ulster  co. 

Atrm  Robison,  unknown, • 

P.  Sanford,  Newark,  N.  J.. 

H.  H.  Schoonmaker,  unknown, .......... 

Alex.  Story,  do 

John  Sudam,  Ulster  co 

John  Tack,        do 

Peter  Striker,  trustee,  Queens, 

Henry  Thorp,  Kingston, , 

Thomas  Sadler,  unknown, 

Isabella  Stewart,  Long  Island, 

Benj.  Tredwell,  do 

Phineas  Terne/,  Orange  co 

Esther  Tompkins,  unknown, 

Joseph  White,  Philadelphia. ....... 

Geo.  D.  Wickham,  Orange  co •  < 

Maurice  Wurts,  Philadelphia,. , 

A.  Hasbrouck,  Ulster  co. 

1,636        $163,600 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  City  Bank 
of  New-York,  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $1 ,  260 ,  000.  The  whole  of  the  stock, 
as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the 
following,  viz  :  •  *  * 


1 

100 

3 

300 

4 

400 

85 

2,500 

5 

500 

10 

1,000 

10 

1,000 

25 

2,500 

13 

1,300 

IS 

1,300 

50 

5,000 

4 

400 

10 

1,000 

17 

1,700 

1 

100 

20 

2,000 

19 

1,900 

98 

9,800 

60 

6,000 

25 

2,500 

5 

500 

8 

800 

8 

800 

26 

2,600 

378 

37,800 

30  . 

3,000 

i  and  residence.  Amowbf 

Josiah B.Andrews,  unknown, $1,200 

Jemima  Asbiidge*         do       , 900 

Hannah  Aston,             do      •  • 250 

Henrietta  Banks,          do      '.400 

Elizabeth  Barton,          do       ^f,000 

Nancy  Bradford,            do      •  •  360 

D.  D.  Blauvelt,  do .1,050 

William  Bayley,           do      150 

Pierre  Lewis  Barrau,   do 3,500 

Ja's  J.  Blauvelt,  Rockland  co 2 ,  500 

Carried  forward, ...... 
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Stockholder*7  names  and  residence. 

Brought  forward,. 


m  .  * 


Jno.  J.  Blauvelt,  Rockland co *  $]  ,000 

A.  G.  Blauvelt,            do         300 

Margaret  Bayard,  unknown, . 750 

Jno.  J.  Bennet,        do • 260 

Andrew  Bell,  New-Jersey, , * 3,000 

E.  N.  Bedell,          unknown, ...... •  250 

Mary  Benson,              do         3,000 

Wm.  Bennett,              do         700 

Ann  Bingley,               do 500 

Wm.  C.  Brinkerhoof,  do         2,000 

Jno.  Bonker,                do        • •  • .  500 

James  Bloodgood,  Queens  co 3,250 

Sarah  Browne,  unknown, i. 900 

Ab'm  Burtis,        do         500 

Jonathan  Burr,  Albany, • 3,500 

A.  H.  Burrows,  unknown, 1 ,000 

Joseph  Burr,  Vermont, 4,000 

Tho's  G.  Byrd,  unknown,  *  • 300 

Eliz.  Bagley,           do 200 

Alex.  Cairnes,         do         • • „  1,000 

Peter  Carjnant,        do         •  •  •  • .  500 

Cathr.  Clark,           do *  500 

J.  J.  Chauviteau,  France, 18,450 

M.S.&  A.Chauvkeau,  do 7,500 

Esther  M.  Chester,  unknown, 3,000 

C.  Crozet                        do         . . .-. 800 

Walter  Cornell,              do ] ,  100 

Peter  Cook,                    do         850 

Ann  Dalrymple,              do 1,000 

L.  Davenport,  in  trust,    do         ••••.•••••  100 

E.  De  Forest,  Connecticut, 1 ,500 

Elizabeth  Delano,  unknown, 600 

Ann  Delaftcey,           do 1 ,700 

Mary  Decourse,           do         2,250 

Henry  De  Mott,  New-Jersey, 1  ,600 

John  Dixey,  unknown, 2,000 

Alanson  Douglas,  Troy 5,000 

Catharine  L.  Duane,  Schenectady,  co 1,400 

Timothy  Dunn,  unknown, • 500 

Benj.  Elsden,           do         250 

Lydia  Edwards,        do,        • 200 

Mary  Fairchild,      do 550 

Wm.  H.  Forman,  New-Jersey, 1 ,250 

Sam'l  Forbes,  unknown, • m/t  1 ,450 

John  Fisher,  Long  Island,.  • •  •  • .  •  11,300 

Peter  Fort,          unknown, • .  •  • .  2,500 

D.  W.  &  J.  Frost,     do       6,650 

Carried  forward, ...... 
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StMkholdtrs*  bums  and  residence  ■ 

Brought  forward,. 

Wm.  Green,        unknown, ,,*. 

Eliza  Gird,  do       . . .  f  • ...  \ 

Oliver  Gridley,         do      

Jno.  Grice,  do       »f 

Geo.  Gibbs,  jr.,         dp , .  • 

Moses  Hart,  Canada,  • .,...» 

Elizabeth  Hagner,  unknown,  .............. 

Mary  Haslett,  do        

H.  Harrington,  flo         ...,,, 

Harriet  N.  Hay,  England, 

Geo.  Haley,  unknown, 

Alex.  Henderson,       do 

Alice  Henderson,        do 

Francis  Hernandez,    do         

Meny  Hearn,  do         ••••,• 

Wm.  Hewlett,     Long-Island, •  •  • 

Benj'n  Hicks,  dp         

Horace  Hinsdale,        do         

S.  Howell,  do 

C.  P.  Huntington,  Connecticut, 

Samuel  Jarvis,  unknown^ 

Robert  Johnson,     do  

Daniel  Judson,  Connecticut, 

Peter  Lumos,  unknown, 

John  Lathrop,     do » , 

Effingham  Lawrence,  Long-Island,  ......... 

John  Lenie,    unknoyvq, 

Jpsiah  Lecount,   do • 

Isaac  Lefferts,      do         ••••••»•«•••, 

E.  W.  &  B.  Lpcfcwood,  Connecticut, 

JH.  S.  Lott,  unknown, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Sarah  Lake, 

Ja*.  M'Cready, 

A.  fc  B.  M'Gowan, 

Jesse  Merritt, 

W.  H.  Meyer, 

Nehemiah  Merritt,  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,. 

Wm.  Merrill,        unknown, 

M.  M.  Lodge,  do         

W.  Ann  Morgan, .       do         

Andrew  Murray,         do         

Estate  of  D.  Nash,  Connecticut, 

Darius,  Dennis  &  Geo.  Nash,  do 
do    for  S.  Taylor,    do 

A.  Nichols,  unknown, . 

John  Nicoll,  Connecticut, ,  • 

Maria  Nieves,  ynjtnpwn, 

Mary  C.  Oliver,      do 


Carried  forward,. . .  • 


Amount. 

$1,200 

2,000 

1,000 

200 

1,250 

5,150 

900 

50 

3,750 

3,000 

300 

200 

1,050 

2,900 

650 

1,500 

1,500 

400 

15,700 

900 

250 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

4,950 

1,000 

350 

150 

1,000 

2,550 

750 

800 

3,500 

800 

400 

300 

4,000 

1,250 

350 

200 

100 

200 

2,200 

300 

650 

3,800 

500 

1,150 
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Stoekholden'  ubmi  and  nodaim. 

Brought  forward, ...... 

Jedediah  Olcott,  unknown....... $1,050 

David  Plant,  Connecticut, 700 

James  Perry,  unknown, • ..'.....  8,250 

Phebe  Pearson,  do > . .  •  •  250 

Josiah  Penfield,  do •  •  •  • •  10,000 

Walter  Perry,  Connecticut, 6,000 

Wm.  Primrose,        unknown, 300 

Sarah  Pierce,                  do 300 

Mary  Pierce,*                 do •  300 

A.  Polehmus  &  Son,       do 4,250 

Margaret  Powers,           do 900 

John  Powell,                  do        1,500 

A.  Quackenbush,            do         •  1,300 

M.  A.  Ramie,                  do         1,000 

Elizabeth  Rapley,           do 600 

M.  C.  Rappe,                  do 300 

Matthew  Repos,              do         1,250 

D.C.Richards,              do         2,300 

Mary  Riker,                   do 600 

David  Rogers,  Lone-Island, 1 ,000 

Nathan  Rogers,  unknown, 1 ,800 

J.  R.  B.  Rodgers,    do        3,750 

Elizabe th  Robertson ,  do      7 50 

Alexr.  Ross,            do        500 

Eliz'h  Rushmore,    do 250 

Nathan  Sanford,  Albany, 5,000 

A.  O.  Stansbury,  unknown, 800 

Thos.  C.  Smart,  Dutchess  co. 13,950 

L.  H.  St.  John,  guardian,  unknown, 250 

John  Snediker,                           do        •  • •  •  •  •  850 

Isaac  Snediker,                          do 950 

Wm.  Steele,                               do         1,000 

Robert  Steele,                           do 5,000 

Robert  Service,  jr.,  England, 4,500 

Edward  Seabury,  unknown, • 500 

Dan'l  Sterling,            do 400 

Sarah  Seavers,            do         100 

Jno.  W.  Sterling,  Connecticut, 500 

Andrew  Service,  England, 6,450 

David  Sterling,  unknown, 2,000 

Allanson  Seaman,  Long-Island, 1 ,200 

Isabella  Stewart,            do          3,000 

Wm.  H.  Smith,  guardian,  unknown. 550 

Elizabeth  Swift,                     do         150 

Benj.  Smith,  New-Jersey, 800 

Peter  Smith,            unknown, ,  1 ,600 

Jas.  C.  Smith  &  others,  do        450 

Walter  Scott,                  do         2,000 

Carried  forward, 
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Stockholders'  names  and  residence.  Amount. 

Brought  forward,. 

John  Sioat,  unknown, ....... $400 

Tredwell  Scudder,  Long-Island, „ 2,000 

Mary  Sutphen,  unknown, 800 

Benjamin  Tayler,    do        . 1,000 

Francis  Tatteen,  Bermuda, . .  • 650 

Elisha  Tracy,  Connecticut,.  ....... ' 9,000 

Rachel  Titus,        unknown, 100 

Sarah  Townsend,     -  do        ............. 400 

Sainuel  Trumbull,       do        1,200 

Hannah  Turner,          do        .......  200 

Andrew  TurnbuU,      do 500 

Beth  H.  Tuthill,          do        800 

S.  C.  Underbill,         do        400 

Mary  Underbill,  Long-Island, 2,700 

R.  &T.B.  Van  Brunt,  unknown, 5,000 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany, 700 

Nichs.  Van  Dyck,  Brooklyn, 1 ,600 

A.  N.  Van  Brunt,  unknown, 2,000 

6- B.  Vroom,              do         1,200 

C.  &  P.  D.  Vroom,  New-Jersey,.. 1,800 

Judith  Watkins,  unknown, 200 

Saml.  Wait,             do         500 

D.  Wadsworth,  Connecticut, 15,000 

J.  S.  Wiley,  U.  S.  Navy, 2,500 

Sarah  Wilson,  unknown, 1 ,500 

Chas.  Willets,         do        1,150 

$348,800 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Bank  of 
New- York,  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $1,000,000.  The  whole  of  the  stock, 
as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except 
the  following,  vifc : 

Stockholders'  names  and  residence.  Amount. 

Edward  Armstrong,  unknown, 2,500 

Francis  Atkinson,  London, 4,000 

Robert  Anderson,  Long-Island, 2,000 

Mary  Allen,           unknown, 4,000 

S.  A.  Aspinwall,         do         1,500 

Ann  Aspinwall,           do 1,500 

G.  Aspinwall,              do         3,000 

E.Atkinson,               do         2,000 

O.Y.Allaire,             do        1,000 

Thomas  Allen,           do        1,000 

S.  E.  Austin,              do        1,000 

Carried  forward, • 
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Brought  forward, 

S.  Bradfcurst,  unknown,,.,. $500 

Rev.  A.  Beach,  New-Jersey, 1,000 

Mary  Bassell,  unknown, • 1,000 

Daniel  Bowie,  dead,.  ....................... 4,500 

Hannah  Bowie,  unknown,.. ..,.,, ,.. 1,500 

Ann  Buckley,         do        ,,rr,.,. 500 

Jno.  A.  Bonnet       do , 1,000 

A.  D.  Baldwin,  Connecticut,,... 1,000 

Ruth  Broome,     unknown,. •  •  2,000 

Joel  Bridge,            do 5,000 

AnnBingiey,           do         ..,,,.,.., 500 

8aml.  Brown,          do 2,500 

Wm.  Burrows,        do 8,000 

James  Casey           do 1,000 

Thos.  Chapman,      do        4,000 

John  Craig,              do         2,000 

Jno.  B.Coles,         do 1,000 

Chas.  L.  Camman,  do         .•.....••...••.  3,000 

John  Capper,  England, 3,00Q 

C.  C.  Clarke,      unknown,. 600 

Mary  Clarke,           do         1,000 

Ann  S.  Collins,       do         1,000 

George  Douglass,    do 8,000 

Jno.  Delamater,       do 500 

Jno.  P.  Delancy,  Westchester, 3,500 

AnnDelancy,    .         .   do         3,00Q 

Oliver  Daft,       .unknown,.... • 500 

MaryDaft,              do 500 

John  P.  De  Wint,  Dutchess  co 1,500 

Dlizabeth  De  Wint,      do  1,500 

Newbury  Davenport,  Connecticut, 1,000 

Jno.  D.  P.  Douw,  Albany, 6,000 

Jno.  Deacon,  London,. • 25,000 

Warren  Delaneey,  unknown.......  ••••• 2,500 

Geo.  Douglass,  jr.        do • 2,000 

S  arah  J .  Evans,  England , 2 ,  500 

JohnEles,               do        2,000 

Ann  Edgar,               unknown, 2,500 

George  Farrington,             do         •  1,000 

Louis  Faugeres.                  do         500 

Joseph  Falconer,                 do         2,000 

Mary  Ferguson  &  others,  do        5,000 

William  Forster,                do         500 

Nathl.  Greene,                   do         1 ,000 

George  Gray,                     do 2,500 

Jno.  v.  Gardiner,               do         ...••••.••••••••  8,000 

Thos.  B.  Goelet,                do         6,000 

David  Grim,                       do        1,600 


Carried  forward,. 
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Stotkkoldert'  ntmet  and  residence. 

Brougt  forward, 

Jno.  Gallagher,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Rebecca  Gales,  unknown, 

Wm.  M.  Gibert,      do         

Peter  Hill,  do        . 

John  Hunter,  do        . . . .  . 

J.  Hunter  &  others,  do        

Johfi  Haster,  dead,  .•..*.,....... 

Thos.  Harvey  and  R.  Gorman,  unknown, 

Wm.  H.  Helme,  do       

Isaac  Heyer,  do       . . . . . 

J.  W.Scott,  New-Jersey  r...*..  *###.. .... .. 

Av  R.  Hankey  and  others*  London,.  ....*,........ 

Geo,  A.  Hegeman,  unknown, •  ••••• 

Etoanor  Jones,  do         ••••.*•••••«...••... 

Elisabeth  Jones,  •  .,...<.•'••••••, . 

Elbert  H.  Jones,  Long-Island,  ......... .*....... . 

&am4  Johnston,  unknown, ^ .  • 

Ann  Johnston,        do        •  •••*•••.- 

I.  V.  D.  Jacobson,  Richmond  eo.,  ....-•. 

Sittn'l  W.  Johnson, unknown,  <<*«.. ... 

Rnfus  King,  Long-Island*. . . . . . . 

Mary  Kerr,  do       

Peter  Kean,  New-Jersey,  . . . . . 

John  Kohlen,  unknown,  •  •...*•••• 

Mary  Kinsey,        do      ,. . .  , . 

Maria  Ann  Kissam,  do     ..-...#......#.........«« 

Nicholas  Low,        do      ...#* 

Jfcmes  Lenox,         do «* • 

Philip  Livingston,  do      ..•.•••.•,.. 

Joseph  Loyac,  Martinique,  ##..... .....•....' 

Wm.  S.  Leney,  unknown,* 

Gulian  Ludlow,  in. trust,  do    . . . . . 

Isaac Lefferts,  Long-Island, 

Susanna  Lord,  unknown* • . .  •  4 • 

Ghas.  Langlois,  •    .do 

Littdley  Murray,  England, 

Benj.  Moore,  unknown,  . . .  v . . . .  * 

Ahn  Eloisa  Moore,  do     •  •  • « • 

J&hn  Moore,  do     . 

Henry  Mitchell,      do     . . . , 

Thomas  Marstou,    do     -. 

Ebenezer  Machair,  Virginia, 

Michael  Merritt,  unknown,* 

Henry  Mills,  New-Jersey, 

H.  Mofiatt,  unknown, • *•....,.... 

Catharine  Murray,  do 

J.  R.  Murray  &  J.  Wadsworth,  do  . . . . *  « 

A.  Meserole,  unknown,  ........................ 

Carried  forward,.... 


Ameunt. 

$1,500 
1,500 
8,000 
2,500 

14,000 
1,000 
1,500 

2,000 

800 
A  800 
1,000 
9,000 
8,000 
7,000 
2,000 
5,006 
8,500 

500 
2, ()00 
4,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 
1,000 
1,500 
1,500 

500 
1,500 
5,000 
8,000 
5,000 

500 
1,000 
5,000 
2,000 
8,500 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 
1,000 
2,500 
16,500 
1,500 
3,000 
1,500 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 
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Brought  forward,. • 

A.  A.  Mieville,  unknown #2,000 

Isaac  Mead,  jr.         do 600 

Margaret  Marsh,      do 1,600 

Jas.  Moncreiff,         do    ; 600 

Thomas  Mesnard,    do    1,000 

Lemountia  Noe,       do    . 3,000 

Susan U.  Niemcewiez,  do ......  4,500 

Anthony  Norroway,     do. 8,000 

George  Nelson,  New-Jersey, 1,500 

Elizabeth Nitchie,  unknown, 2,500 

Charlotte  M.  Overing,    do     * 6,500 

Henry  Overing,              do     17,000 

Magdalen  Oothout,  dead, 3 ,  000 

John  Parkinson,  Europe, . .  1,000 

Joseph  Pitcairn,      do 1,000 

Frederick  Phillips,  unknown, 6,000 

M.  &  M>  Pearsall,         do       2,000 

George  Powers,           do       3,000 

AdelePardo,                 do      2,000 

John  Pool,  New-London, 5,000 

Mary  M.  Perkins,  unknown, 1,500 

John  Patterson,           do        1,000 

Moms  Pollock,  Glasgow, 5,000 

Walter  Perry,  Connecticut, 2 ,  000 

Robert  Pearsall,  unknown, • • .  500 

Jacob  Rhinelander,    do      > 7,000 

J.  S.  Robertson,  England, 1,000 

Langford  Redwood,  unknown, 7,000 

Mary  Robert,                   do 7,000 

Elizabeth  Rapelye*,        do 2,000 

Louis  Rous,  intrust,        do     1,600 

Anthony  Rutgers,  New-Jersey, 2,500 

lVuman  Starr,  out  of  the  state, 7,000 

Simon  Schermerhorn,  dead,      .... » 9,000 

Estate  of  P.  Schermerhorn,  unknown, 2,000 

MarciaShaw,                              do     4,000 

Nath'lSmith,                              do      5,000 

Dan'lT.  Smith,  Long-Island, 500 

Francis  T.  Smit,  Europe,  • 5,500 

Walter  Scott,  unknown,^ 1,000 

William  Scott,        do      8,000 

C.  M.  Schmaltz,     do     •••• 

J.  Savournier,         do • 

H.P.Sleight,        do     , 

Magdalen  Stevenson,  do • 

Andrew  Service,        do • 

Mary  Schmelzel,        do  .•••••••••••••..  • 

Hannah  Spencer,       do 

Carried  forward,.  • . . 
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6totkholdtf»'mne§«i>A  residence*  Amoimt 

Brought  forward,.... 

Wm.  F.  Seaman,  unknown, • $1 ,000 

George  Turnbull,       do • 1,000 

Princeton  College,  New-Jersey,  ....... "  1 ,000 

Trustees,  #c.  East  Jersey,  do      1 ,000 

Do.  of  a  church,  do      ......  .         500 

John  Titus,  dead, 1 ,  000 

Catharine  Tom,  unknown, •  •  5,500 

Chas.  W.  Taylor        do      .; : 4,000 

W.  Taylor,  Woodbridge,  N.  J 7,500 

Benj.  Tibbits,  unknown, 2,000 

Isaac  Taylor,  North  Carolina,  • 4,500 

Julia  Ann  Thatcher,  unknown, •  > 1 ,000 

Hubert  Van  Wagenen,  dead, 500 

John  T.  Vacher,              do     2,000 

Wynant  Van  Zandt,  Long-Island, 11 ,500 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany, . . . .  . 500 

Peter  Van  Derboe,                 unknown, 500 

P.  Van  Derboe,  &  J.  Van  Loon,  do 500 

Jas.  Van  Boskirk,                        do        500 

Daniel  Van  Riper,                       do 500 

S.  N.  &  S.  Van  Riper,                do        500 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,                   do 10,000 

Anp  Van  Beuren,                        do 1,000 

J.  M.  Viimardonne,                     do        1,000. 

Joshua  Waddington,  Westchester  co., 1 ,000 

F.  B.  Winthrop,  Connecticut, 10',  500 

Jan  Willink,  Europe, 7,500 

Dudley  Walsh,  estate  of,  Albany,.. 3,000 

Isabella  Westenrelt,  unknown, • '. . . .  500 

Mary  Watts,                   do ,.  2,500 

Geo.  Weltden,  England, S  ,000 

Rosanna  Winter,  unknown, ; 5,000 

Ruth  Woodhull,        do         2,000 

Mary  Williams,         do 1,500 

Lewis  Pintard,           do        •••••..•• 2,500 

Gerardus  Smith,  dead,. ........... 4,000 

Wm.Winthop,    do 1,000 


$552,500 


[No.  277.] 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholder?,  rendered  bythe  Chemical 
Bank}  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The  stock 
of  this  institution  is  $500,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is  $25  00. 
The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  except  the  following,  viz : 

StockhohkaV  mm  Md  raaideM*. 

Clarissa  Blauvelt,  Orange  Town,  Rock.  co. 

David  I.  Blauvelt,  do 

L  I.  S.  Blauvelt,  do 

John  O.  Blauvelt,  do 

John  G.  Blauvelt,  jr.  do 

John  A.  Blauvelt,  do 

Garret  I.  Blauvelt,  do 

Abra.  G.  Blauvelt,  do 

James  P.  Blauvelt,  do 

Corns.  I.  Blauvelt,  do 

Thomas  I.  Chew,  Brooklyn, ,..« 

Wm.  B.  Cogirens,  West-Point, 

Daniel  Embury,  Brooklyn, » 

Wm.  Given,  Waterford, 

Wm.  Jay,  Bedford,  Westchester,  ........ 

Moss  Kent,  Albany, 

E.  M.  Morgan,  cashier  Fairfield  bank,  Nor- 

walk,  Conn.,  »•  »•••»... 

Nathaniel  Patton,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  •  • 

J.  Strachan,  Waterford, .' 

John  J.  Smithy  Onmgetown  Rockland, 
James  C.  Smith,  do 

Wm.  B.  Shubriek,  U:  S.  navy, 

Peter  Taulman,  Tappan,  Rockland,  ...... 

Josiah  C.  Wbitmefe,  St.  Croix,  W.  Indies, 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  North  Ri- 
> .  ver  Bank,  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.    The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $500,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is 
$50  00.    The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  own- 
ed in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following,  viz : 


4 
88 

$100 
700 

6 

150 

S5 

625 

16 

400 

11 

275 

41 

1,025 

9 

225 

6 

150 

64 
100 

80 
200 
200 

1,600 
2,500 
2,000 
5,000 
5,000 

20 

500 

45 

1,125 

1,106 

27,650 

200 

5,000 

100 

2,500 

22 

550 

7 

175 

24 

600 

80 

2,000 

118 

2,950 

2,512 

462,800 

Stoekkolden'  mum  and  residence.  Skarts. 

Charles  Atwater,  Connecticut, 85  $1 ,700 

Corns.  I.  Blauvelt,  Rockland  co £9  1 ,450 

Jos.  G.  Blauvelt,            do          SO  1  000 

Garret  I.  Blauvelt,         do          17  850 

John  G.  Blauvelt,  jr.       do          17  850 

Clauche  Blauvelt,           do 8  400 

Carried  forward,.. 
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fttodl&altoi*  nftttM  tnd  residence.  Shim 

Brought  forward, 

John  A.  Boyd,  New-Jersey,  .^  . . . 

Eliaa  Cornier,  Newark,  do     

Henry  Demott,  Bergen,  do     *  •  •  •  • 

Alex.  Decinder,  St.  Croix, 

David  A.  Demarest,  New-Jersey, 

Sarah  Duyekink,  'Westchester, 

John  Drummond,  St.  Croix, '. 

Mary  Egan,  do        . 

Patrick  Eivers,  do        

Sarah  Ellsworth,  Dutchess  co 

Terrence  Fitz  Patrick,  St.  Croix, 

Oliver  Gridley,  Orange  co ; 

Davi J  Griffith,  St.  Croix, 

Fredk.  F.  Hansen,    do       

Wm.  Jay,  Westchester, 

Wm.  Kerr,  St.  Croix, , 

Samuel  Knight,  do 

Joseph  Knight,  do         

Charles  Kierupp,  do        ......... 

Richd.  Knight,  do         

Hugh  Laing,  a9  attorney,  do        . . « 

James  Letry,  do        * 

Luther  Loper,  Suffolk  co .....•.« 

Adam  Logan,    St.  Croix, , 

Andrew  Marten        do      

David  Milne,  do       

Wm.  Morehead,  •     do    * , 

David  Meedie,  do      • 

John  E.  Miller,  Richmond  co • 

James  C.  Osbon),  St.  Croix, • 

C.  O'Reilly  do  

James  Perry,  Rockland  co.  ............ , 

Edward  ReUly,  St.  Croix, , 

Jacob  Reed,  New-Jersey,  ♦....;...... 

John  Reed,  Scotland, 

CathariAe  Rogers,  New-Jersey,. ........ 

James  V.  C.  Remeyn,    do        ......... 

Lucia  Russell,  Ohio,   

Elihu  Sanford,  New-Haven, . 

Wm.  Stevenson,  St  Croix, 

John  I.  Smith,  Rockland  co 

Peter  Taulman,         do 

Philip  Vcrplanck,  Westchester,.  . . . . .  1 . , 

Edward  Jacksou,  St.  Ctoix, 

Samuel  R.  Demarest,  New-Jersey,  ...... 

Hugh, Laing,  St.  Croix,  


10 

$500 
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150 

10 

500 

20 

1,000 

20 

1,000 

10 

500 

14 
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20 

1,000 

4 

200 
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450. 

21 

1,050 

180 

9,000 

IS 
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18 

900 

10 

500 

80 

1,500 

40 

2,000 

25 

1,250 

22 

1,100 

50 

2,500 

69 

3.450 

7 

350 

28 

1,400 

11 
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5 

280 

16 

800 

6 

300 

28 

1,400 

10 

500 

S 

150 

98 

4,500 

46 

2,300 

60 

3,000 

26 

1,300 

20 

1,000 

.  8 

400 

20 

1,000 

4 

200 

10 

.  500 

115 

6,750 

4 

200 

60 

2,500 

20 

1,000 

48 

2,150 

40 

m  2,000 
*  6,750 

135 

1,536 

$76,800 
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Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Trades- 
men]*  Banky  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.  The 
stock  of  this  institution  is  $480,000,  and  a  share  of  this  stock  is 
$40  00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as-shown^by  the  list,  is  owned 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following,  viz  : 


Stockholder*'  nanes  tad  resident*  Sham. 

Peter  Barker,    Westchester, .  • 35  $1 ,  400 

Constant  St  John,      do        SO.  1,200 

Mary  Hunt,                 do^ 10  400 

Minot  Mitchell,           do 10  400 

Thomas  Timpson,       do         v    20  800 

Henry  Bamman,  Albany, 200  8,000 

John  S.  Hunn,  cash.  Newburgh, 644  25 ,  760 

John  W.  Livingston,  Onondaga, 150  « ,000 

Abraham  Furman,  Queens  co 14  560 

Garret  Furman,             do         1  40 

Matthew  Reed,             do 62  2,480 

Wm.  Roe,                     do         4  160 

Charles  Roe,                 do-      4  160 

John  Roe,  jr.,               do 12  480 

Samuel  James,  Kings  co., 1  40 

Charles  Atwater,  Connecticut, • . .  41  1 ,  640 

W.  W.  Boardman,          do        20  800 

Reuben  Harris,              do 10  400 

Sally  Northrop,              do         7  280 

Samuel  Tweedy,  prest,  do 100  4,000 

Thomas  Wells,               do        6        '         240* 

Lois  Wells,                    do        S  120 

Thomas  Wells,                do 4  160 

Joseph  Burnett,  unknown,* 8  820 

Silas  Butler,    Long-Island, 1  40 

Jesse  Merritt  &  Son,  do 4  160 

Samuel  Thorn,            do        16  540 

Henry  Landon,           do 20  800 

1,437  $57,480 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders  of  the  Fulton  Bank,  rendered 
to  the  Comptroller's  office  for  the  year  1827.  The  stock  in  this 
institution  is  $750,000;  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is  $75.  The 
whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  except  the  following,  viz  : 


Sabs eriben'  ntrow  and  residence.  Sham, 

Charley  Atwater,  Connecticut, 29            #2, 175 

Sarah  Austin,                     do       6                  450 

C.  Bissell,  secretary,        do 30              2 ,  250 

Carried  forward,. . .-. 
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Shares. 


Brought  forward,. . . 

M.  B.  Bull,  Kings  co *..  43  $3,325 

Rodman  Bowne,  do 100  7,500 

6.  Buckingham,  Connecticut, 30  1 ,  250 

Silas  Butler,  Kings  co.. ........... . 20  1,500 

John  Brown,  Jamaica, • . .  8  600 

M.  Bigelow, Jr. unknown, •  •••••*••.  5  375. 

J.  Brandegu,  Connecticut, 30  2,256 

Robert  Carter,  Kings  co 300  22,500 

Alanson  Douglas,  Troy, 401  30,075 

George  Doughty,  Queens  co 8  600 

8.  N.  Dexter,  Whitesborough, 5  375 

Geo.  Dickinson,  Connecticut, 17  1 ,275 

Peter  Fort,  Poughkeepsie, 60  4,500 

Aug's  Graham, Kings  co 45  3,275 

J.B.Graham,        do       55  4,125 

Peter  Gosline,  Queens  co 12  900 

R.  W.  Hart,  Connecticut,  • 63  4,725 

Wm.  Hewlett,  Queens  co.  .....  * 10  750 

Rose  Hardy,  Ulster  co • 12  900 

Peter  Hageman,  Kings  co. 6  450 

Robert T.  Hicks,       do 20  1,500 

Geo.  S.  Howland,     dq 5  375 

James  Henderson,  unknown, 10  750 

E.  M.  Johnson,  Kings  co, 12  900 

David  Kimberly,  Jr.  do 20  1,500 

John  Knickerbacker,  Jr.  Waterford, 60  4 ,  500 

Wm.  T.  Lawrence,  Queens  co.  .  • ". . .  20  1 ,500 

John  Lefferts,  Kings, 20  1  500 

Luther  Loper,  Suffolk  co..  •  • 5  375 

Daniel  Metcalf,  Connecticut, 28  2 ,  100 

Lindley  M.  Moore,  Queens  co 20  \  1,500 

£.  M.  Morgan,  cashier,  Connecticut, ......  60  4, 500 

John  Meger,  unknown,. , 12  900 

J.  Meritt  and  Son,  Queens  co/ 5  375 

Joseph  Otis,  Connecticut, 20  1,500 

T.  W.  Patton,  unknown, 5  '375 

J.Perkins,           do         20  1,500 

Walter  Perry,      do         36  2,700 

A.B.Phelps,        do    21  1,575 

Robert  Peaj-sall,  Philadelphia, 50  8, 750 

Cha's  Pond,  unknown, 10  750 

Matthew  Repos,  do 15  ]   125 

Daniel  Stanford,  Kings  co. 50  8*770 

Agnes  Stuart,  unknown, • ;  20  1500 

Savings  Bank,  Middletown,  Connecticut,  •  •  12  >9oo 

Isabella  Stuart,  Queens  co 50  3  750 

Anna  Smith,  unknown, 9  •     *675 

James  Strong,  Kings  co 66  4,950 

Carried  forward, ...... 
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Brought  forward, 

Moses  Tucker,  unknown, •  •  ...... .            17  1,275 

James  Titus,  Queens  co • .              2  $150 

Henry  Van  De  Veer,  New-Jersey, 20  1 ,  500 

A.  N.  Van  Brunt,  Kings, 10  750 

2,025  $151,875 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders  rendered  by  the  Ph&nix  Bank 
to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year  1827.    The  stock  of  this 

institution  is  (500,000 ;  and  a  share  of  the  stock  is  (25.    The 

whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  except  the  following,  viz: 

Mary  Allen,  unknown, 7  175 

Rebecca  Boggs,  Nora  Scotia, 32  800 

Tho's  Boggs,               do         42  1,050 

Ja's  &  Mary  Boggs,    do         90  2,250 

6.   Betts,  in  trust,  St.  Croix,  West  Indies,.  100  2,500 

Tho's  L.  Bogert,  Queens  co 12  300 

Peter  Bogert,            do 220  5,500 

Jos.  Barron,  unknown, ■  36  900 

Jno.  Brandigu,  Connecticut. 400  10,000 

Arthur  Baker,  Oneida  co SO  750 

Jno.  Barnard,  cashier,  Connecticut, 100  2, 500 

Joel  Bridge,  unknown, 40  1 ,000 

Audley  Clarke,  do 20  500 

Jno.  Carpenter,    do 30  750 

Margaret  6.  Cary,  Boston, 70  1 ,750 

Harriet  Cary,             do 70  1,750 

James  Clement,  unknown, 20  500 

J.  J.  Cossart,  Queens  co 19  475 

James  Drake,  West  Indies, 1 ,000  25,000 

T.  De  Layseca,  unknown, •  380  9, 500 

N.  Davenport,  Westchester  eo 40  1 ,000 

Lloyd  S..Dauberry,  unknown, 24  600 

C.  L.  Duane,  Schenectady  co 116  2,900 

Julius  Deming,  Connecticut, 258  6,450 

George  Dickenson,  unknown, 32  800 

Nehemiah  Denton,  Kings  co.. 150  3,750 

Mary  Ellis,  unknown, 3  75 

Rhoda  Erscott,  do        24  600 

Robert  Pairchild,  Connecticut, 260  6 ,500 

Jno.  Holland,                 do         320  8,000 

Geo.  Holland,                do         300  7,500 

Dan'Uudson,                do         20  500 

J.  Lathrop  and  others,  do         ••...••...•  30  750 

B.  Lockwood,               do        8  200 


Carried  forward,. 


• . . 
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5,601 

$140,025 

47 
Stockholders'  bums  and  r«aid«aee. 

Brought  forward, .  • . 
Win.  Lockwood,  Connecticut,  ......... 

Eliphalet  Lockwood,    do         .  .  . 

Ja's  Loyd,  Boston, •  • 

Charlotte  M.  Munger,  Albany, 

Fanny  Mumford,  unknown,  .......... 

D.  Oakley  and  A,  A.  Bridge,  England,. 
Nathiel  Potter,  Philadelphia,. ........ 

Mary  Pierce,  Connecticut, 

Sarah  Pierce,  do 

A.  O.  Stansbury,      do        ••••••.•••• 

J  no.  Stewart,  Nova  Scotia, 

Jonathan  Starr,  Connecticut, 

Jao.  &  Cha's  Taxton,  do        

Sam'l  Vernon,  Rhode-Island, 

Eliphalet  Wicks,  Queens  co 

Tho's  Ward,  New-Jersey, « 

W.S.  Willson,  England, 

Ann  M.  Carey,  Massachusetts, 

Ruth  Lamb,  unkno,wn,. • 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders  rendered  by  the  New- York 
Dry  Dock  Company,  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  the  year 
1827.  The  stock  of  this  institution  is  $700,000,  and  a  share  of 
the  stock  is  #60  00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shqwn  by  the 
list,  is  owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following  : 

Stockholder^  names  and  residence.  Shams.  Amount. 

Charles  Atwater,  Connecticut, 50  2 ,  500 

James  Bloodgood,  Queens  co. 20  1 ,000 

Love  Baker,  New-Jersey, • . . .  370  18, 500 

Brooklyn  Fire  Insurance  Co.  Kings  co.  ...  25  1,250 

Capt  Wolcott  Chauncey,  U.  S.  Navy, ....  220  1 1 ,000 

Silas  Condit,  New-Jersey, 25  1,250 

Edward  Condit,    do         40  2,000 

James  D'Wolf,  Rhode-Island, 50  2,500 

S.  N.  Dexter,  Oneida  co 126     •         6,300 

Susanna  Goodwin,  Hudson,  Columbia  co.  •  2  100 

Win.  Jones,  Queens  co 10  5,000 

Saml.  James,  Brooklyn, 20  1,000 

Samuel  Jackson,  Florida, 20  1 ,000 

Leffert  Lefferts,  Kingsco 20  1,000 

John  Lefferts,          do        25  1,250 

Jas.  Morris,  Westchester  co 25  1,250 

Peter  Jay  Monroe,  do        25.  1,250 

David  Plant,  Connecticut, 20  1,000 

Carried  forward,. .. . 
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Brought  forward,. 

Gideon  Patt,  Conn 

Frederick  Phillip*,  Putnam  co. 

Jon.  Peck,  Queens  co 

Seth  Peck,  Oneida  co. 

Daniel  T.  Smith,  Queens  co 

Nathan  Smith,  Connecticut, ^ 

Tho*.  C.  Smart,  Dutchess  co. 

Peter  Taulmaa,  New-Jersey, •  •••*••••. 

Jno.  S.  Wfley,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Wright,  Brooklyn,  Kings  co 


45 

8,850 

33 

1,650 

20 

1,000 

35 

1,750 

10 

500 

too 

10,000 

800 

10,000 

50 

3,500 

63 

3,100 

35 

1,350 

1,773  $88,650 


Abstract  from  the  list  of  stockholders,  rendered  by  the  Franklin 
Bank,  for  the  year   1827,  to  the^Comptroller's  office.      The 

n  stock  of  this  institution  was  $510,000,  and  a  share  of  the  stock 
was  $50  00.  The  whole  of  the  stock,  as  shown  by  the  list,  is 
owned  in  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  following : 


L.  Baker,  New-Jersey, 

Jno.  Bedell,  Kings  co 

W.  W.  Boardman,  unknown, 

Lambert  Bercier,  France, 

Henry  Bamman,  Albany, 

F.  C.  Bassett,  Massachusetts, 

J.  S.  Cogdell,        unknown, 

Timothy  Dunn,  do         

Margaret  Doughty      do        

Peggy  Ann  Doughty,  do        

Geo.  Faile,  Westchester  co 

A.  Furman,  jr.  Long-Island, 

A.  Furman,  sen.        do 

Lewis  Gregory,    unknown, 

Geo.  Gibbs,  jr.  do 

Elsa  Goodyear,  do         

Wm.  A.  Hart,  *  do        

Sally  B.  Hariland,      do 

W.  Hammond,  Westchester  co 

R.  Henderson,  unknown, 

W.  W.  Haydock,  Troy, 

Jas.  Hewlett,  unknown, 

Geo.  Haley,        do        

Samuel  James,  Long-Island, 

Sarah  Jayne,  unknown, 

Saml.  Mather,  Connecticut, 

L.  M.  Moore,  Long-Island, 

Carried  forward,. 


100 

5,000 

18 

900 

15 

750 

116 

160 

50 

160 

5,800 
8,000 
3,500 
8,000 

4 

200 

1 

50 

11 

550 

13 

650 

33 

1,400 

15 

750 

SO 

1,500 

80 

4,000 

33 

1,150 

IS 

600 

24 

1,300 

30 

1,000 

10 

500 

36 

1,800 

30 

1,000 

10 

500 

6 

300 

10 

500 

50 

3,500 

10 

500 
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Brought  forward,. 

E.  M •  Morgan,  Connecticut, 

E.  Miller,  in  trust,  Kings  co.. . . • . . <• 

Jno.  Powell,  Long-Island, 

Curtis  Peck,  do        

Pelag  Peekham,      do 

Henry  Post,  ir.  Long-Island,.  ...... 

Isaac  Packard,  Boston,  .  • 

N.  Rhodes,  Long-Island,  . . . . , 

Jacob  Rhinelander,  Westchester  co. . 
Watson  Smith,  do 

Solomon  Underbill,  do         .  •  • 

Union  College,  * • 

Isaac  Van  Wart,  Westchester  co.  • .  • 


Steei. 


52 

*2,600 

10 

600 

19 

900 

11 

.560 

22 

1,100 

S 

100 

200 

10,000 

4 

400 

118 

6,900 

85 

1,260 

SO 

1,000 

too 

10,000 

10 

600 

1,724        #86,200 
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The  W  of  New- York  in  the  year  1823 
andfthe  state,  and  owned  by  the  state, 
and}  said  Banks,  on  file  in  this  office. 


State. 


Median*  00 

Bank  oft  00 
Union  |0  00 

Ph<Bnfa?0  00 
North^OOO 
Mauh*?0  00 

Cit7B#2°. 
FniklifOOO 


15  00 


Mechan??  00 


DiyD,5000 


•Uni 


10  00 


Amoent  owned  -fcy  1 
people  of  the  State  of 
Now-Yotk. 


Total  Capital. 


$180,000  00 


60,800  00 


50,000  00 


290,800  00 


180,000  00 


60,800  00 


50,000  00 

•iojooooo' 


$300,800  00 


$2,000,000  00 

1,490,000  00 

965,000  00 

2,049,500  00 

1,000,000  00 

600,000  00 

500,000  00 

500,000  00 

2,050,000  00 

1,588,700  00 

500,000  00 


$18,243,200  00 


2,000,000  00 

1,490,000  00 

1,000,000  00 

2,031,200  00 

1,000,000  00 

480,000  00 

500,000  00 

500,000  00 

2,050,000  00 

1,250,000  00 

510,000  00 

1,500,000  00 

500,000  00 

750,000  00 

700,000  00 


$16,261,200  00 
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No.  278. 

— i 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  17,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  two-third  bills,  on  the  bill  in 
relation  to  certain  public  lands  in  the  village  of 
Oswego. 

The  Committee  on  two-third  bills,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  honorable  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain public  lands  in  the  village  of  Oswego,"  with  instructions  to 
present  a  state  of  facts  and  their  opinion  thereon, 

REPORT— ' 

That  it  appears,  from  an  examination  of  the  petition  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  Senate  submitted  to  their  consideration,  that  in  the  year  one. 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  the  Surveyor-General  of 
this  state,  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  in  that  year,  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land -Office,  sold  a  number 
of  lots  belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state,  at  public  auction,  lying 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Oswego  river,  in  the  village  of  Oswego. 
That  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  a  field-book  and  map,  together  with 
an  estimated  and  appraised  value  of  such  village  lots,  made  by 
Messrs,  Huntington  and  Brodhead,  who  had  acted  as  surveyors  on 
behalf  of  the  state,  was  publicly  exhibited  to  the  persons  attending 
such  sale.  That  on  such  map,  certain  lots  were,  by  such  surveyors, 
designated  and  recommended  to  be  reserved  and  appropriated  to 
public  purposes,  to  wit :  block  number  one  hundred  and  two,  for  a 
public  square ;  blocks  number  ninety-two  and  ninety-three,  with 
Twelfth-street  intermediate,  for  a  cemetery;  and  lot  number  one 
hundred  and  forty-two,  in  block  number  sixty-seven,  and  lot  number 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six,  in  block  number  one  hundred  and  forty- 

[No.  878.]  1 
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one;  as  school'  lots ;  all  lying  on  the  east  aide  of  the  Oswego  riven- 
it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  hono- 
rable the  Senate,  that  the  Surveyor-General  sold  a  great  portion  off 
the  blocks  then  remaining  the  property  of  the  state,  in  conformity 
Id  such  plan,  but  did  not  offer  for  sale  or  sell  the  blocks  designated 
for  a^  public  sqpare  Or  cemetery,  under  the  impression  that  they 
ought  to  be  retained  and  set  apart  for  public  uses,  and  that  he  re- 
frained from  selling  the  school  lots,  at  the  request  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. In  the -year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  a- 
law  was  passed,  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  there- 
in mentioned^"  and  by  the  .eleventh  section  thereof,  having  imme» 
diate  reference  to  this  question,  it  was  enacted,  that  block  number 
one  hundred  atad  two,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Oswego  river,,  should 
J>e  set  apart  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of  a  public  square,  for  the 
-accommodation  of  the  court-house  in  said  village,  and  should  be  re- 
garded as  attached  to  the  lot  on  which  the  court-house  is  situated,  so 
far  as  to  give  to  the  supervisors  in  the  county  of  Oswego,  the  con- 
trol and  superintendence  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  was 
part  of  the  said  lot.  It<does  not  appear  to  your  committee,  nor 
have  they  uniy  reason  to  believe, -that  any  disposition  or  appropria- 
tion was  made,  by  any  act  of  the  legislature,,  of  the  remaining 
blocks  or  parts  of  blocks,  so  respectively  designated*  for  a  cemetery 
'orJtMeerection  of  public  schooft ;  and  this^a*  faras  your  committee 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  was  the  true  state  of  this  question  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.  On 
examination  of  the  bill  submitted  to  this  committee,  it  appears, 

1st.  That  the  first  section  enacts  that  such  parts  of  the  public 
lands  known  as  block  number  one  hundred  and  two,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Oswego  river,  should  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  as  a 
public  square,  for  public  accommodation ;  and  the  control,  superin- 
tendence, and  improvement  thereof,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  is 
declared  tested  in  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of  Os- 
wego, and.  repeals  so  much  of  the  act  passed  the  21st  April,  1828, 
as  vests  the  power,  superintendence,  and  control  of  the  said  block, 
in  the  supervisors  o£  said  county. 

2d.  The  second  section  appropriates  blocks  numbers  ninety  two 
and  ninety-three,  with  Twelfth-street  intermediate,  for  the  uses  and 
purposes  of  &  public  cemetery*  or  burying-ground,  for  public  accom- 
modation for  the  said  village,  for  ever;  and  in  like  manner,  submits 
the  control,  superintendence,  and  improvement  thereof,  to  the  pie- 
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<ii3eitt  and  trustee*  oT  (he  village  of  Oswego,  for  the  purposes  anff 
-intents  in  said  section  expressed. 

3d.  In  the  third  section  oT  the  said  bill,  the  lots  designated  as 
-public  school  lots,  on  the  map  and  surrey  aforesaid,  are  declared  to 
Tie  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  the -said  village 
-and  are  also,  for  such  purpose,  placed  under  the  superintendence 
-and  control  of  the  corporation  of  said  village,  known  as  the  .presi- 
tfent  anH  trustees  of  the  village  of  O&wego. 

4th.  The  fourth  and  concluding  section -of  the* bill,  authoiises  the 
-sale  of  a  small  portion  of  the  public  land  lying  in,  a.  cove  or  marsh 
'near  said  village,,  and  needs,  in  the  opinion  of  this^eommittee,  no 
-farther  explanation?  as  it  can  in  no  event  aflect  the  decision  of  the 
question  submitted. 

A  preliminary  question  presents  'itself  'here,  on  ihe  following  - 
statement  of  facts: 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
'twenty-eight, -an  act  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  village  of  Os- 
"vrego,  by 'the  second  section  e( '-which  act,  the  freeholders  of  the 
vi)lage,jmider  eertaan  regulations -in  such  law  'prescribed,  were  au- 
thorised1 to*elect  seven  discreet' persons,  together  with  a  fit  and  suit- 
able person*  to  be  president  of  said  village  and  of  the  said  board  of 
'trustees,  with  corporate  powers ;  and  such  board  so  elected  in  con- 
fonmtywith  such  act  of  incorporation,  constitute  that  body  corpo- 
rate, distinguished  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  as  the  presi- 
dent and  trustees  .of  the-  village  of  Oswego. 

Our  Statutes-acquire,  (see  Revised  Laws,  first  volume,,page  156;) 
that  every  association  intending  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an. 
act  of  incorporation,  and  every  corporation  intending  to  apply  for 
an  alteration,  amendment,  or  extension  of  Its  charter,,  shall  cause  a 
notice  of  such  application  to  be, published  in  the  6 1 ate- paper,  and  ia 
the  paper, published  in  the  county  where  the  corporation  is,  oris  in- 
tended to  be  located,,  at.least  six  weeks  before  such  application  shall 
be  made.     Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether 
•any  notices  were  ever  given  as  by  law  prescribed*    And  as  such  act 
contemplates  to  affect  the  jower.  of  ihe  corporation,  by  transferring^ 
to  them,  in  one  instance,  *eertain  powers  of  superintendence  and 
control  heretofore  vested  in  the  supervisors  of  the- county  of  Os- 
wego; and,  in  the  other  two,  by  giving  and  transferring  to  them. 
tftew  jpowers  heretofore  vested. in  thejpeople  of  this  state.;  it  maj 
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well  be  questioned,  whether  such  notice  as  the  law  prescribes  is  net 
necessary  in  such  case ;  and  whether  the  omission  to  give  such  no- 
tice is  not  fatal  to  this  application.  The  committee  are  aware  that 
they  are  not  called  npon.  to  give  any  opinion  on  this  question,  by 
the  resolution  of  this  House,'  and  shall,  therefore,  submit  a  mere 
statement  of  the  fact,  with  some  observations. 

The  act  requiring  such  notice,  contemplates  an  application  to  be 
made  by  the  association  itself,  for  an  act  of  incorporation ;  of  by 
such  corporation,  for  amendment,  alteration,  or  extension  of  its 
powers  ;  bqt  does  not  appear,  by  its  letter,  to  extend  to  a  grant  of 
new  powers  from  the  state  without  application  by  such  associ- 
ation or  corporation.  If  the  literal  construction  be  given  to  this 
clause,  then  the  necessity  of  notice  will  depend  upon  the  fact 
whether  the  application  is  made  by  the  corporation  itself,  or  by  in- 
dividuals not  belonging  to  such  corporation.  The  propriety  of  re- 
quiring a  notice,  in  all  cases  where  a  law  is  asked  for,  altering,  ex- 
tending, or  renewing  the  powers  of  a  corporate  body,  is  founded  in 
strong  considerations  of  public  policy— that  no  public  or  private 
rights  should  be  invaded  or  infringed  upon  by  any  alterations  of 
charter  powers,  without  due  notice  shall  be  given,  in  the  most  pub- 
lic manner,  of  such  intention.  By  such  construction,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  spirit  of  the  provision  is  counteracted,  and  its.pub- 
lic  policy  rendered  useless  and  nugatory ;  for  any  corporate  body 
can  apply,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  living  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion, for  an  extension  of  its  powers,  and  by  their  dispensing  with 
the  necessity  of  notice,  obtain  indirectly,  by  altering  the  mode  of 
application,  such  relief  as  might  not  be  granted  to  them  on  direct 
application  made  by  themselves,  and  without  a  public  and  legal  no- 
tice. This  remark  presents  itself  in  full  force  to  the  application 
for  the  extension  of  corporate  rights  from  every  city  and  village 
within  this  state ;  and  your  committee  would  submit  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House,  whether  it  would  be  fit  or  proper  to  adopt  such 
a  construction  of  the  law  as  shall  dispense  with  the  necessity  of 
such  notice,  or  which  might,  by  a  little  dexterity  of  management, 
and  by  altering  the  mode  of  application,  infringe  upon  and  take 
away  rights  and  privileges  from  the  people  at  large,  without  their 
knowledge,  privity,  and  consent.  On  the  preceding  statement  of 
facts,  the  question  arises,  whether  this  bill  requires  the  assent  of  a 
bare  majority,  or  whether  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
elected  in  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  is  necessary,  to  give  to 
the  same  the  validity,  force,  and  effect,  of  a  law.    Section  ninth  of 
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the  seventh  article  of  the  constitution,  provides  "that  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, shall  be  requisite  to  every  bill  appropriating  the  public  mo- 
neys or  property  for  local  or  private  purposes,  or  creating,  continu- 
ing, altering,  or  renewing,  any  body  politic  or  corporate."  This  sec- 
tion naturally  separates  itself  into  two  distinct  propositions.  First, 
as  regards  the  appropriation  of  public  lands  or  moneys  for  local  or 
private  purposes.  Secondly,  such  acts  as  shall  be  passed  ibr  ere- 
ating,  continuing,  altering,  or  renewing,  any  body  politic  or  cor- 
porate. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  for  what  reason  this  bill  can,  in  any 
view  of  this  subject,  be  considered  as  excluded  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  constitution ; 
nor  do  any  grounds  for  such  exception,  suggest  themselves  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee. 

This  is  public  property.  It  was  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  land, 
which,  in  the  year  1827,  constituted  part  of  the  village  of  Oswego, 
and  was  reserved  by  the  Surveyor-General  on  the  sale  of  the 
village  lots  in  that  year,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  to  be  disposed  of 
and  appropriated  at  some  subsequent  period,  in  such  manner  as  the 
public  discretion  should  advise,  and  public  interest  might  require. 
Indeed,  the  bill  itself,  by  proposing  to  transfer  and  appropriate  such 
reserved  right  or  title,  by  gift  or  grant  to  the  president  and  trustees 
of  the  village  of  Oswego,  for  such  purposes  as  are  declared  in  such 
gift  or  grant,  proceeds  on  this  position :  it  contemplates  the  parting 
with  some  right  to  property  belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state  ; 
and  be  this  subject  so  given  or  granted,  comparatively  valuable  or 
otherwise,  it  is  an  appropriation  pro  tanto  of  so  much  of  the  public 
property.  The  next  branch  of  inquiry  proposed:  for  investigation, 
is  to  determine  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  part  of  the  con* 
stitutional  section  which  speaks  of  grants  for  local  or  private  pur- 
poses ;  and  whether  the  bill  now  before  us,  comes  within  the  scope 
of  these  provisions. 

The  words  "  local  or  private  purposes,"  in  this  section,  must  be 
understood  as  contrasted  with  such  appropriations  as  are  intended  for 
general  or  public  purposes.  The  obvious  meaning  of  these  terms  so 
contrasted,  is  so  plain  at  first  glance,  as  not  to  be  worth  the  trouble 
of  a  definition  :  it  is  only  necessary  so  to  state  them,  to  illustrate 
the  distinction. 
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It  will  to  observed,  (hat  the  words  "  local  or  private,"  are  used 
iii  Ike  disjunctive  ;  and,  of  course,  refer  to  two  different  objects*. 
We  may  suppose  a  case  of  an  appropriation  of  the  public  monies  or 
property  for  public  objects,  that  still  is  confined  to  local  purposes; 
as  an  appropriation  for  opening  and  constructing  a  road  through  a. 
particular  section  of  country,  which  can  in  no  event  benefit  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  at  large.  This  has  all  the  qualifications  of 
locality.  On  (he  other  "hand,,  public  monies  or  property  may  be 
granted  for  .private  purposes,  as  grants  to  individuals,  from  the  equity 
powers  of  the  legislative  bodies,  which  have  no  portion  of  locality 
whatever,  which  do  not  relate  to  place ;  but  appertain  to  the  in- 
dividual on  whom  the  favor  rests :  but  in  either  case  it  would  re- 
quire, in  order  to  make  such -grant  effectual,  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the'tnembers-eleeted  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

This  appropriation,  then,  can  ~be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
a  local  appropriation,  within  the  meaning  of  that  section  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  although  such  grant  may  not  be  for  private  purposes,  but 
.for  the  public  -purposes  of  the  village  of  Oswego.  Its  locality  arises 
•from  the  fact  that  it  is  granted  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants -of  that 
'Vicinity,  and  for  the  use  and  convenience  of  that  village  alone,  with- 
out reference  to  general  purposes,  or  the  great  and  general  interests 
of  the  cdmmunity  at  large.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  descend  into 
particulars.  The  public  square  is  designated  for  the  embellishment 
of  this  little  settlement — interesting  by  the  history  of  its  bolder 
conflicts,  and  the  associations  with  other  times — it  adds  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  its  citizens,  and  gives  a  value  to  the  property 
that  surrounds  it.  Is  not  this  then,  when  we  coasi&er  that  the  bless- 
ings that  are  to  be  dispensed  by  such  grant  are  entirely  confined' 
within  the  narrow  circle  of  the  village  limits,  emphatically  a  public 
appropriation  for  local  purposes  ?  Suppose  the  State  owned  so  pro- 
jierty  in  that  village,  tmt  that  the  block  now  called  the  public  square 
had  been  owned  and  possessed  as  the  private  property  of  some  in- 
dividual; and  that  in  order  to  enable  the  board  of  that  village  to 
purchase  the  same,  a  grant  should  be  made  of  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  Such  a  bill  has  been,  always  passed  as  a  two-third 
till ;  and  where  is  the  sound  distinction  between  the  two  cases? 
Tn  one,  the  State  give  the  money  to  purchase  the  lot ;  and  in  the 
other,  they  give  the  lot  itself— in  both  cases  parting  with  its  interest* 
tto  effect  local  purposes. 
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The  same  remarks  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  grant  q^thp  Jot* 
for  a  public  cemetery,  and  for  the  erection  of  public  schools ;  em- 
bracing two  most  important  local  purposes,  and'  comprehending 
therein  the  wide  space  between  the  cradle  and  the  grave. 

But  another  objection  presents  itself.  On  recurrence  to  the  first 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  observed^  that  certain  righto 
and  powers  exercised  and  possessed  over  the  block  designated  as 
the  public  square,  by  the  supervisors  for  the  tune  being  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Oswego,  are  transferred  to  (he  corporation  of  that  Tillage,  and 
vested  in  a  body  distinguished  in  the  act  of  incorporation  before  re- 
ferred to  as  the  president  and' trustees  of  the  village  of  Obwego. 
The  second  and  third  sections  of  the  bill  Vests  similar  powers  off 
superintendence  and  control  in  the  same  corporate  Body,  over  cer- 
tain other  village  lots  designated  as  the  public  cemetery  and-piiblic 
school  lots,  which  heretofore  were  subject  to  the  disposal  and  con- 
trol of  the  people  of  this  state ;  giving  them  power  over  new  sub- 
ject matter.  The  bill  constituting  them  a  body  corporate,  gave  them 
power  and  control1  over  the  property  of  the  village  for  certain  pur- 
poses ;  and  required,  as  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds.  This  bill,  proposing  to  extend  those  powers  to  other  pieces 
and  portions  of  land,  especially  to  the  public  square,  over  which 
they  had  no  jurisdiction,  but  which  by  a  former  act  was  dbdared 
vested  in  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Oswego,  must,  upon  the 
same  principles  upon  which  the  original  act  of  incorporation  was. 
passed,  require  for  such  amendment  and  extension,  the  vote  and  as- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected,  in  order  to  bring  ifc 
•within  the  controlling  principle  of  that  clause  in  the  constitution. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  first  question  submitted,  and  assum- 
ing, upon  the  conclusions  already  drawn  from  the  facts  above  stated,, 
that  this  bill  comes  within  the  constitutional  provision,  one  ques- 
tion yet  remains  for  discussion,  depending  on  the  true  construction 
of  the  joint  rules  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  state,,  and 
upon  their  application  to  this  case. 

The  eighth  rule  prescribes  that  the  same  bill  shall  not  create,  re- 
new, or  continue  more  than  one  incorporation,  nor  contain  any  pro- 
visions in  relation  to  the  altering  of  more  than  one  act  of  inoorpo* 
ration ;  nor  shall  the  same  bill  appropriate  the  public  money  or  pro- 
perty to  more  than  one  local  or  private  purpose.  This  bill  is  un- 
doubtedly founded  upon  that  part  of  the  constitution  before  refer- 
red to  and  considered,  and  is  a  practical  construction  on  its  true 
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intent  and  meaning,  given  to  it  immediately  after  its  adoption :  it  is 
only  that  part  of  the  rule  which  prohibits  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  moneys  or  property  to  more  than  one  local  or  private  par- 
pose!  in  the  same  bill,  that  is  applicable  to  the  question  before  us. 

The  reasons  that  must  have  influenced  the  framers  of  this  rule, 
in  adopting  such  a  principle,  is  'ounded  in  the  intention  and  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  and  is  made  in  direct  accordance  of  its  avowed 
object,  it  is  founded  on  the  policy  of  preventing  the  forming  of 
powerful  combinations  of  interests,  to  move  in  concentrated  force 
and  power,  for  the  accomplishment  of  personal  objects.  It  was 
done  to  prevent  the  passage  of  laws  granting  monopolies  and  privi- 
leges to  certain  classes  of  individuals,  to  the  great  detriment  and  in- 
jury of  the  community  at  large.  If  it  were  not  for  the  provisions 
of  this  joint  rule,  carefully  framed  and  wisely  guarded,  it  would  be 
easy  and  practicable  for  the  numerous  applicants  for  bank  charters 
tt  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  to  have  incorporated  the 
same,  by  concert,  in  one  general  bill,  as  was  practised  in  the  sister 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  some  years  since,  and  passed  them  in  gross, 
by  one  single  vote  of  the  Legislature.  Such  a  mode  of  legislation 
would  be  dangerous,  corrupt,  and  oppressive  :  it  would  prevent  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  and  discriminating  judgment,  in  the  granting  or 
rejecting  of  such  chartered  privileges ;  and,  in  consequence,  would 
be  destructive  to  the  true  interests  of  a  great  and  growing  people. 
This  bill,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  framed  and  contains 
sections  that  are  contrary  to  the  express  terms  and  provisions  of 
the  joint  rule  aforesaid  inasmuch  as, 

First,  it  contemplates  4he  appropriation  of  one  block  as  a  public 
square,  which  is  an  appropriation  to  one  local  purpose. 

Secondly,  it  appropriates  another  block  for  the  public  and  local 
purposes  of  a  public  burying-ground. 

Thirdly,  as  it  appropriates  a  portion  of  two  other  blocks  for  the 
erection  of  public  schools  for  the  local  purposes  of  said  village,  to- 
tally distinct  and  separate  in  its  object  and  appropriation,  and  all 
three  differing  from  each  other. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  from  this  view  of  the  facts  above 
stated,  have  come  to  the  preceding  conclusions,  and  submit  thereon 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  House,  That  the  bill  from  the  ho- 
norable the  Senate,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  relation  to  certain  public 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


9 

lands  in  the  village  of  Oswego,"  requires  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  pass  the 
same  into  a  law. 

Re$olved,  as  the  sense  of  this  House,  That  the  bill  from  the  ho- 
norable the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  in  relation  to  certain  public 
lands  in  the  village  of  Oswego,"  inasmuch  as  it  appropriates,  in  the 
same  bill,  the  public  property  to  more  than  one  local  purpose,  is 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  eighth  rule  of  thfe 
joint  rules  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  state.  (  j9* 

SAMUEL  S.  LUSH,         /£\. 
Chairman  of  Committee 


[No.  278.] 
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No,  279. 


n 


IN' SENATE, 

March  18,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  Resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  commissioners  of  the  land-office,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
solution of  the  honorable  the  Senate,  requiring  them  to  report  "  the 
quantity  of  land  belonging  to  each  fund  of  this  state,  which  have 
been  sold  within  the  last  five  years,  and  the  product  in  the  aggre- 
gate, of  such  sales.  Also  whether  there  is  a  possibility  of  any  con- 
siderable appreciation  in  the  value  of  those  lands,  or  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  either  of  those  funds  ;  or  whether  said  lands  or  any  of 
them,  are  liable  to  a  diminution  in  value,  from  depredations  on  them 
or  for  any  other  cause.  Also  whether  in  their  opinion  it  would  be 
useful,  if  practicable,  to  sell  all  said  lands,  in  the  aggregate,  those 
belonging  to  each  fund  by  themselves,  or  in  large  portions,  with  a 
view  to  effect  the  qale  of  the  whole ;  and  in  case  of  such  sale, 
whether  there  are  any  lands  which  the  interest  of  those  funds,  re- 
spectively, require  should  not  be  sold,"  have  the  honor  to 

REPORT:— 

That  the  amount  of  vacant  lands,  and  the  respective  funds  to 
which  tbey  were  appropriated,  that  have  been  sold  in  the  five  years,, 
ending  on  the  SOth  of  last  November,  together  with  the  considera- 
tion moneys  that  have  been  paid  and  secured  on  their  account,  will 
appear  by  the  following  statement : 
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General  fund, 31,660  acres,  sold  for $158,805  91 

School  fund, ./.....   126,997     "        "         219,974  95 

Literature  fund, . . . .        1 ,2 10    "        "         8,397  34 

Canal  fund, 19,627     «        "         122,232  05 


Total,    179,494  $504,408  25 

This  statement  is  exclusive?  of  the  escheated  lands,  and  the  lands 
that  have  been  bid  in  for  the  state  on  the  foreclosures  of  mortga- 
ges. 

In  regard  to  the  information  required,  respecting  the  probable  ap- 
preciation in  the  value  of  the  public  lands,  the  commissioners  of  the 
land  office  observe,  that  the  price  of  land,  like  that  of  other  articles 
of  traffic,  depends  on  the  demand  there  may  be  for  it,  and  this  de- 
mand naturally  increases  with  the  increase  of  population.  All  specu- 
lators, if  they  act  rationally,  must  found  their  hopes  of  profit  on  this 
principle,  and  calculate  the  time  when  the  lands  they  may  purchase 
will  probably  come  in  demand  for  actual  settlements.  The  time  has 
gone  by  when  one  speculator  has  built  his  prospects  for  disposing 
of  bis  lands  advantageously,  to  another  less  discreet  than  himself. 

The  commissioners  of  the  land-office  are  therefore  of  opinion,, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  sell  all  the  lands  of  the  state  in  the 
aggregate.  This  opinion  is  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  93,372  acres 
of  land  have  been  abandoned  by  their  owners  and  bought  in  by  the 
state,  for  the  taxes  assessed  on  them,  as  appears  by  the  Senate  Jour- 
nal of  1829,  at  page  57  of  the  appendix.  Other  non-resident  land- 
holders complain  of  the  great  amount  of  taxes  which  they  have  paid 
in  the  course  of  many  years,  and  that  their,  prospects  of  remunera- 
tion are  yet  at  a  discouraging  distance,  without  any  hopes  in  a  relax- 
ation of  that  leaning  of  assessors,  against  non-resident  land-holders,, 
which  it  is  surmised  has  in  no  small  degree  influenced  some  of  them 
in  apportioning  their  tax  lists.  Whether  such  a  surmise,  or  rather 
-  belief,  be  well  founded  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  it  exists,  and  conse- 
quently must  admonish  non-resident  land-holders  not  to  extend  their 
purchases,  and  it  must  also  deter  others  that  might  be  inclined  to 
become  adventurers,  from  investing  capital  in  such  property. 

By  the  existing  laws,  two  modes  of  a  general  nature  are  provided 
for  selling  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  state.  The  first  was  en- 
acted in  1303,  and  has  continued  to  the  present  time ;  it  directs  the 
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commissioners  of  the  land-office  from  time  to  time,  at  tfceir  discretion, 
to  cause  the  lands  to  be  surveyed  into  lots  of  a  convenient  size,  of 
which  the  surveyor  is  to  report  a  valuation.  They  are  then  to  be 
advertised  for  sale  for  eight  weeks,  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder 
at  public  vendue,  but  not  under  the  appraised  value.  If  no  bid  be 
received  for  any  lot,  the  first  applicant  thereafter  shall  be  entitled  to 
it  on  making  the  first  payment  required  at  the  time,  and  complying 
with  the  other  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act.  Under  this  pro- 
vision, the  lands  that  were  not  taken  at  the  different  auction  sales, 
have  been  gradually,  and  as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected,  sold. on 
such  applications,  which  continue  to  be  made  in  a  regular  course — - 
The  immediate  payments  required  by  this  act,  was  fixed  at  one- 
eighth  of  the  purchase  money,  which  has  since  been  altered  so  as 
not  to  be  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  other  mode  was  enacted  on  the  18th,  April,  1827.  It  author- 
ises the  commissioners  of  the  land-office  to  sell  lands  in  the  fourth 
senate  district  to  applicants,  in  tracts  of  unlimited  extent,  "  at  such 
reasonable  price  as  they  may  ascertain  to  be  their  real  cash  value. n 
Under  this  provision,  one  tract  of  6,088  acres,  adjoining  the  south 
bounds  of  township  number  twelve,  of  the  old  Military  Tract,  has 
been  sold  for  ten  cents  per  acre.  Both  these  modes  of  selling  unap- 
propriated lands  are  re-enacted  in  the  Revised  Laws,  chapter  9th, 
title  5th,  article  3d.  The  commissioners  of  the  land-office  cannot 
recommend  ahy  substitutes  or  alteration. 

In  regard  to  the  inquiry  "whether  the  said  lands,  or  any  of 
them,  are  liable  to  a  diminution  in  value  from  depredations  on  them, 
'or  for  any  other  cause,"  the  commissioners  observe  that  the  lands 
of  the  state  as  well  as  those  of  individuals,  which  cannot  be  continu- 
ally watched,  are  exposed  to  occasional  depredations  by  offenders 
who  will  escape  detection  and  punishment ;  but  it  is  believed  that 
what  belongs  to  the  state  is  protected  by  the  laws  specially  enacted 
for  this  purpose,  as  efficiently  as  is  practicable  by  any  means  that 
can  be  devised,  without  incurring  unwarrantable  expenses,  and  it  is 
not  apprehended  that  any  depredations  that  may  be  made  on  the  un- 
appropriated lands,  will,  to  any  material  degree,  affect  the  value  of 
the  lands  in  the  aggregate. 

There  is  one  ease  which,  although  it  does  not  come  within  the 
eall  of  the  Senate,  yet  as  it  affects  the  interests  of  the  state  injuri- 
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ously,  the  commissioners  of  the  land-office  beg  leave  to  state  it,  and 
recommend  a  remedy.  The  lands  of  non-residents,  held  only  by 
the  Surveyor-General's  certificates  of  sales,  are  liable  to  taxation  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  held  by  titles  in  fee.  The  taxes 
imposed  on  them  and  not  paid  are  reported  to  the  Comptroller, 
whose  dnty  it  then  is,  if  the  tax  remain  unpaid  after  the  time  allow- 
ed by  law,  to  sell  so  much  of  such  lands  as  will  liquidate  the  tax. 
In  most  cases,  lands  thus  sold  are  purchased  for  considerations  far  be- 
low their  value.  After  which,  it  may  happen  that  the  same  lands  are 
exposed  for  sale  for  arrears  due  on  them  and  bought  in  for  the  state, 
diminished  in  value  to  the  amount  of  the  part  before  sold  for  taxes. 
To  guard  against  this  evil  for  the  future,  the  commissioners  of  the 
land-office  recommend  that  they  be  authorised,  whenever  taxes  on 
lands  held  by  certificates  are  reported  to  the  .Comptroller,  and  such 
lands  shall  become  liable  to  be  sold  for  the  taxes  assessed  on  them, 
the  commissioners  of  the  land-office  shall  either  direct  such  land  to 
he  sold,  subject  to  the  tax,  in  like  manner  as  they  are  authorised  to 
sell  lands  for  arrears  of  principal  and  interest  due  on  them,  or  direct 
the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute  the  purchasers  on  their  bonds 
given  for  the  purchase  money  of  such  lands. 

The  commissioners  of  the  land-office  beg  leave  to  represent  an- 
other ease  which  may  be  entitled  to  legislative,  consideration. 
When  lands  have  become  the  property  of  the  state  on  foreclosures 
of  mortgages,  the  commissioners  are  authorised  to  sell  them  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  state.  They 
have  pursued  this  mode.  Appraisers  are  appointed  to  ascertain 
their  value  ;  the  Surveyor-General  is  then  directed  to  advertise  and 
sell  them  by  auction.  If  the  valuation  is  less  than  what  is 'due  on 
the  mortgage,  it  is  made  the  minimum  price.  If  more,  the  sum  due, 
with  the  addition  of  cost,  is  made  the  lowest  bid  to  be  received.  If 
no  bid  be  received,  it  is  bought  in  for  the  state.  After  which,  the 
commissioners  of  the  land-office  sell  them  on  the  best  offers  that 
may  be  received,  without  making  too  great  a  sacrifice.  A  consi- 
derable number  of  farms  of  this  description  are  yet  remaining  un- 
sold, and  it  is  difficult  for  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  what  ought 
to  be  the  least  price  they  should  set  on  them  at  private  sale-  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  authorise  them  in  such  cases  to  adopt  the 
course  pursued  by  many  individuals  who  are  largely  concerned  in 
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lands :  that  is,  to  employ  trusty  agents  to  dispose  of  their  property 
on  commission. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Surv.-GenH. 
SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jun.  Comptroller. 
GREENE  C.  BRONSON,  AWy.-Gen. 
A.  KEYSER,  Treasurer. 
A.  C.  FLAGG,  Secretary. 
March  18ft,  1880. 
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No.  280. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  18,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  on  the  petition  of  . 
Paisley  Laing. 

The  canal  commissioners,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  honora- 
ble the  Assembly  the  petition  of  Paisley  Laing,  submit  the  following 

REPORT— 

The  premises  of  the  petitioner  are  situated  on  the  west  bank  of 
.the  Hudson  river,  and  a  short  distance  above  the  Saratoga  dam. — 
His  claim  for  damages  was  examined  by  the  appraisers  in  1826.  They 
seem  to  have  been  satisfied  that  the  benefits  to  him  were  as  great  as 
the  injuries,  for  they  awarded  him  no  damages.  From  this  award 
he  did  not  appeal.  If  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  is  correct,  he 
has  been  serionsly  injured  by  the  floods  of  the  river,  since  the  above 
award  was  made ;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  appraisers  may  not  have 
anticipated  all  the  mischiefs  which  would  result  to  the  petitioner, 
from  the  floods  of  the  river. 

There  is  no  human  tribunal  exempt  from  error  and  mistake  :  but 
whether  in  case  there  was  error,  it  would  be  politic  to  pass  a  law 
authorising  a  re-appraisement  of  damages,  ia  a  question  exclusively 
for  the  Legislature. 

The  petitioner  presented  his  claim  to  the  appraisers  last  August, 
contending  that  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  authorising  thfe  Canal  Com- 
missioners to  pay  certain  damages  on  the  Champlain  canal,"  passed 
April  8, 1829,  extended  to  his  case,  and  that  by  this  law  it  became 
their  duty  to  review  his  claim. 
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This  act  authorises  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  pay  damages 
occasioned  by  the  erection  of  the  Saratoga  dam,  but  it  is  believed, 
that  it  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  claims  upon  which  damages 
had  been  awarded,  and  of  which  there  were  one  or  two.  This  sup- 
position is  fortified  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  petitioner  presented 
his  petition  to  the  same  Legislature  which  parsed  this  act,  and  it  was 
rejected  by  the  canal  committee  of  the  Senate.  See  Senate  journal, 
page  208. 

S.  YOUNG, 
Wm.  C.  BOUCK, 
March  18, 1830. 
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No.  281. 


IN  SENATE, 

March  18,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Insurance  Compa- 
nies, on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  incorporate 
the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Saratoga  Bank. 

Mr.  Allen,  from  the  committee  on  banks  and  insurance  compa- 
nies, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Assembly,  to  incorpo- 
rate the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Saratoga  bank, 

Reported  as  follows,  to  wit  : — 

That  from  the  verbal  information  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
application  for  this  bank,  and  the  statements  of  the  petitioners,  they 
have  been  placed  in  possession  of  the  following  facts : 

The  village  of  Waterford,  where  the  bank  is  to  be  located,  is  re- 
presented as  a  place  of  considerable  tra<Je  and  business.  Lying  at  the 
head  of  sloop  navigation,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  Champlain  ca- 
nal with  the  Hudson  river,  it  must  naturally  possess  many  advan- 
tages as  a  commercial  place.  It  is  said  to  be  the  most  usual  market 
for  the  produce  of  the  county  of  Saratoga,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  purchased  at  Waterford  and  shipped  direct  to  New-York. 

The  amount  paid  for  wheat  eftid  other  grain,  by  the  merchants  of 
that  place,  during  the  last  year,  as  ascertained  by  person; 
tion  to  the  purchasers,  was  $70,734;  and  for  beef  and  p 
337  ;  making  a  total  of  $165,971.    In  addition  to  this,  it 
that  large  quantities  of  lumber,  iron,  and  other  products, 
sides  of  Lake  Champlain,  are  purchased  at  the  village. 
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The  committee  Are  further  informed,  that  an  extensive  water 
power  exists  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  village,  on  which 
there  are  now  erected,  a  cotton  factory,  two  grist  or  flouring  mills, 
one  saw-mill,  and  a  machine  factory.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
establishment  for  iron  castings,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  place, 
and  a  due  share  of  mechanical  operations  carried  on  in  the  village ; 
to  which  may  be  added,  the  retail  business,  both  in  foreign  as  well 
as  domestic  goods,  in  which  several  individuals  are  engaged. 

The  bank  of  Troy  has  a  branch  establishment  at  Waterford, 
which  has  been  a  great  accommodation  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  county  of  Saratoga ;  but,  by  the  act 
renewing  the  charter  of  that  bank,  they  are  prohibited  from  continu- 
ing the  branch  after  the  expiration  of  the  original  act  of  incorpora- 
tion ;  and  this  fact,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  strong  rea- 
son in  favor  of  the  present  application. 

The  committee  are  informed  and  bfctieve,  that  a  capital  of  fetich 
larger  amount  than  that  named  in  the  bill  from  the  Assembly,  has 
been  employed  by  the  bank  of  Troy  at  the  village  of  Waterford, 
for  more  than  sixteen  years  past;  and  if  the  business  of  that  place 
has  been  such  as  to  induce  the  continuance  of  the  branch  bank  for 
so  long  a  period  of  time,  it  is  at  least  proof  that  the  place  is  able  to 
support  a  banking  institution  of  moderate  capital ;  and  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  ,of  Saratoga  have  thus  long  given  employment 
to  the  capital  of  their  neighbors  of  Troy,  and  as  that  capital  is 
about  being  withdrawn,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  they  should  be  per* 
mitted  to  supply  the  deficiency,  in  order  that  the  facilities  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  receive,  may  be  continued. 

The  comtoittee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  bill  far  charter- 
ing the  Saratoga  bank  ought  to  be  passed  into  a  law* 
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No.  282. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  5,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Establishment  and  Im- 
provement of  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  the  Incor- 
poration of  Turnpike  Companies,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Franklin 
and  Clinton,  relative  to  the  military  road  therein. 

Mr.  Mott,  from  the  committee  on  the  establishment  and  improve- 
ment of  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  incorporation  of  turnpike  com- 
panies, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Clinton,  relative  to  the  Military  road  . 
in  said  counties, 

REPORTED : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration  referred  to 
them,  and  find  that  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  passed 
March  15th,  1822,  seven  thousand  dollars,  the  one-half  from  the 
treasury  of  this  state,  and  the  other  half  to  be  raised  by  tax  on  the 
counties  of  Franklin  ant  Clinton,  were  appropriated  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Military  road  (so called)  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  east  line 
of  the  county  of  Franklin.  By  the  act  passed  on  the  14th  day  of 
February,  1823,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  said 
county  of  Clinton,  were  authorised  to  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected, 
a  toll-gate  on  the  great  road  leading  from  Pittsburgh  to  Chateaugay, 
and  to  prescribe  the  rates  of  toll  to  be  received  at  said  gate,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  in  repair  the  said  road.  . 

The  object  of  the  petitioners  appears  to  be  to  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  law  authorising  the  Governor  of  this  state,  or  the  judges  of  the 
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-court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  to  appoint^one  or 
more  of  the  citizens  of  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  all  the  accounts  of  tolls  retfived  or  to 
be  received  at  said  gate :  and  of  the  manner  in  which  (B  said  tolls 
have  been  and  may  hereafter  be  expended.  And  that  the  said  com- 
missioners may  have  a  right  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  supervi- 
sors of  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  tbem  by  the  said  act  of  the  14th  of  February,  1823. 

The  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  in  support  of  their  claim,  not 
having  been  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  induce  your  committee  to  re- 
commend the  passage  of  a  law  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
they  have  directed  their  chairman  to  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 
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No;  283. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  5,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Establishment  and  Im- 
provement of  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  the  Incorpo- 
ration of  Turnpike  Companies,  on  the  petition  of 
Dudley  Farland  and  others. 

Mr.  Latham,  from  the  committee  on  the  establishment  and  im<* 
provement  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  incorporation  of  turnpike 
companies,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dudley  Farland  and 
others,  praying  a  grant  from  the  state  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  en- 
able tbem  to  construct  a  road  from  the  head  of  Lake  George  to  the 
town  of  Warrensburgb,  in  the  county  of  Warren, 

REPORTED f 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  road  now  travelled  between  those 
two  points  is  the  same  on  which  the  mail  is  carried  from  Albany  to 
Montreal,  and  is  much  used ;  and  after  expending  the  tax  yearly  as- 
sessed thereon,  it  still  is  in  a  miserable  state  of  repair:  and  that  its 
location  is  such,  that  it  never  can  be  made  a  good  road.  It  also  passes 
over  a  steep  hill,  which,  at  certain  seasons,  is  attended  with  diffi- 
culty and  danger  to  those  who  travel  with  carriages,  as  represented 
by  the  petitioners. 

Tour  committee  are  informed  by  the  petitioners,  that  all  those 
difficulties  are  to  be  remedied  by  a  different  location  of  said  road. 

?  This,  in  the  minds  of  your  committee,  would  be  a  desirable  object, 
but  not  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  warrant  the  appropriation;  parti- 
cularly as  the  commissioners  of  highways  of  the  several  towns  are 
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already  invested  with  power  to  alter  the  route  of  the  road  as  die 
public  good  may  require.  They  therefore  have  directed  their  chair- 
man to  present  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 


* 
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No.  284. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  18,  1830. 

4 
REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Commissioners  on  the  petitions  of  Ja- 
cob Vreeland,  Nathan  Teal  and  others. 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  honora- 
ble the  Assembly  the  petitions  of  Jacob  Vreeland,  Nathan  Teal  and 
others,  and  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Seneca,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following 

REPORT:— 

The  petitioner,  Jacob  Vreeland,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  fulling-mill 
and  carding  machine,  situated  on  the  Peninsula,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Seneca-lake,  and  near  its  west  shore  ;  to  which  he  draws  his  supply 
of  water  from  the  lake,  and  discharges  it  into  the  outlet,  through  a 
race  cut  on  his  land  ;  and  during  the  past  season  has  completed  a 
grist-mill. 

The  petitioners,  Nathan  Teal  and  others,  are  proprietors  of  a  grist- 
mill erected  on  the  natural  outlet,  which  is  supplied  with  water  from 
a  dam  built  across  its  channel.  The  natural  fall  at  the  foot  of  the 
lake,  is  about  eighteen  inches,  and  is  all  which  can  be  claimed  by 
these  petitioners. 

The  Seneca  lock  navigation  company,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  connection  with  the  lake,  cut  a  boat  channel  from  the  outlet  to  the 
lake  near  its  east  shore,  in  which  they  placed  a  lock  for  the  passage 
of  boats.  This  lock,  and  the  obstructions  which  were  put  in  the  na- 
tural outlet,  raised  the  water  in  the  lake  about  eighteen  inches ;  cor- 
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responding  with  the  rise  of  water  in  the  outlet,  immediately  below 
the  lake,  occasioned  by  the  erection  of  the  Waterloo  dam  by  said 
company,  tearing  the  petitioners  with  a  fall  equal  to  their  natural 
privileges. 

The  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorising  the  construction  of  the  Cay- 
uga and  Seneca  canal,"  passed  April,  1825,  directed  the  canal  com- 
missioners to  so  construct  the  public  work,  as  to  reduce  the  water 
in  the  lake  and  outlet  to  its  natural  level ;  and  also  to  reduce  the 
water  in  the  lake,  one  and  a  half  feet  below  its  natural  level,  provi- 
ded  the  owners  of  lands  at  the  head  of  the  lake  should  pay  the  dam- 
age resulting  from  such  reduction.  The  latter  provision  of  this  act 
WfB  not  carried  into  effect  for  reason  set  forth  in  oyr  report  to  the 
Legislature,  which  will  be  found  in  the  51st  session,  page  711  of  the 
Assembly  journals. 

In  order  to  determine  on  a  level  upon  which  the  canal  was  to  be 
constructed  between  Geneva  and  the  outlet,  it  became  necessary  to 
ascertain,  as  nearly  as  was  practicable,  the  natural  level  of  the  lake* 
The  attention  of  the  engineers  was  directed  to  this  subject,  and  after 
a  careful  investigation,  a  level  was  assumed,  which  it  is  believed  is 
nearly  correct. 

The  public  works  have  been  so  planned  and  constructed,  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  in  reference  to 
the  reduction  of  the  water  in  the  lake  and  outlet,  to  its  natural 
level. 

The  boat  channal  to  which  we  have  alluded  and  which  was  con- 
structed by  the  Seneca  lock  navigation  company,  is  wider  and  deep- 
er than  the  natural  outlet,  and  since  the  lock  which  was  placed  in  it 
has  been  carried  away,  the  water  from  the  lake  has  discharged  more 
freely  than  it  formerly  did  through  the  natural  outlet ;  and  has  not 
only  reduced  the  water  at  an  earlier  period,  but  below  its  natural 
level.  This  circumstance  taken  in  connection  with  the  dry  season 
of  last  year,  produced  a  depression  in  the  level  of  the  lake,  equal  to 
one  foot  below  what  was  assumed  by  the  engineers  as  its  natural 
level ;  and  the  fall  between  the  lake  and  outlet  last  October  and  No- 
vember, did  not  vary  much  from  eight  inches. 

The  capacity  .of  the  natural  channel  of  the  outlet,  was  insufficient 
to  discharge  the  water  from  the  lake  as  fast  as  it  accumulated  by  the 
spring  floods,  and  occasioned  an  annual  rise  of  about  three  feet— 
The  mill  owners  and  inhabitants  on  the  outlet,  claim  the  benefit  of 
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tfak  nsaervoir,  which  it  is  said  continued  to  some  extent,  as  late  as 
September.  * 

The  increased  capaeit y  of  the  artificial  channel  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  serves  to  exhaust  this  reservoir  much  earlier  in  the  season, 
tad  consequently  produces  a  material  diminution  of  water  during  the 
.  dry  months  in  the  season,  which  is  said  to  be  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  hydraulic  erections  on  the  outlet ;  and  the  owners  and  occu- 
pants a$k  t*  have  this  difficulty  obviated. 

There  a^several  streams  proceeding  from  the  high  land  adjoin- 
ing the  lake,  which  in  the  spring  furnish  considerable  quantities  of 
water ;  but  during  several  months  in  the  season  the  supply  is  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  outlet  of  Crooked  lake  and  Catharine  creek, 
furnishing  only  a  limited  quantity,  and  insufficient  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  canal  and  the  mills  on  the  outlet. 

The  reduced  level  of  the  lake,  and  the  small  quantity  of  water  is- 
suing from  it  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  season,  caused  some 
difficulty  to  the  navigation,  on  account  of  the  depressed  state  of 
some  of  the  levels :  and  if  the  present  arrangement  at  the  foot  of  the 
lake  is  to  be  permanent,  it  will  be  necessary  to  incur  some  expense 
in  deepening  that  level  of  the  eanal  adjoining  the  lake,  at  Geneva, 
and  the  outlet  immediately  below- 

The  reclaiming  of  the  low  land  at  the  head  of  the  lake  is  undoubt- 
edly a  desirable  object,  both  as  it  regards  the  health  of  the  inhabit- 
ants in  its  vicinity,  and  the  increased  value  which  it  would  give  to 
about  two  thousand  acres  of  marsh  land.  To  effect  this  object,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  lake  below  its  natural  level, 
which  can  only  be  effected  by  enlarging  and  deepening  its  outlet. 
This  improvement  has  been  steadily  opposed  by  the  mill  owners  act 
the  foot  of  the  lake  and  on  the  outlet,  alleging  that  it  would  dimi- 
nish the  value  of  their  water  power. 

The  proceedings  of  the  canal  commissioners  under  the  several 
laws  which  have  been  passed  on  this  subject,  will  be  found  in  the 
journals  of  the  Senate,  50th  session,  page  418,  and  in  the  journals 
of  the  Assembly,  51st  session,  page  511,  and  in  the  52d  session, 
page  515. 

The  engagements  of  the  canal  commissioners  during  the  past  sea- 
son, have  been  such  as  not  to  allow  them  time  to  institute  the  pro- 
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ceedings  contemplated  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  authorising  the 
canal  commissioners  to  reduce  the  waters  of  the  Seneca  lake,"  pass- 
ed May  4th,  1829. 

It  is  important,  both  as  it  regards  the  public  work  and  private 
rights,  that  this  matter  should  be  definitively  settled ;  and  unless 
the  act  last  referred  to  should  be  repealed  or  modified  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  measures  will  be  taken  early  next  spring  to  carry  into 
effect  its  provisions  j  and  if  the  owners  of  lands  at  the  head  of  the 
lake  should  decline  to  accept  of  its  terms,  the  outlet  diould  be  so 
arranged  as  to  sustain  the  natural  level  of  the  lake,  ora  should  be 
abandoned  as  a  part  of  the  public  work,  and  the  level  of  the  canal 
adjusted  to  the  lowest  state  of  water  which  might  be  produced  if 
the  outlet  should  remain  in  its  present  situation ;  the  expense  of 
which  would  not  vary  much  from  $2,000. 

It  is,  howeVer,  more  than  probable  that  if  the  state  should  aban- 
don this  artificial  channel,  which  now  serves  as  the  only  outlet,  (the 
natural  outlet  being  obstructed  by.a  dam'and  grist-mill,)  that  indi- 
viduals interested  in  maintaining  the  highest  level  of  the  lake,  would 
so  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  water  as  to  sustain  at  least  its  natural 
level.  In  this  event,  the  state  would  save  the  expense  of  deepen- 
ing that  part  of  the  canal  referred  to,  and  as  they  have  the  first  right 
to  use  the  water,  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  purpose  of  navigation 
could  always  be  controlled. 

All  the  hydraulic  erections  on  the  outlet,  except  two  or  three  at 
Waterloo,  have  been  made  since  the  construction  of  the  works  of 
the  Seneca  Lock  Navigation  company,  and  all  of  them  are  now  de- 
pendent for  a  supply  of  water  upon  the  dams  erected  by  said  com- 
pany. 

These  mill  owners  have  obtained  no  right  to  the  use  of  the  wa-    . 
ter,  except  such  as  is  given  by  the  act  incorporating  this  company, 
which  subjects  them  to  all  the  contingencies  incident  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  company,  in  sustaining  and  improving  their  works  and 
maintaining  their  navigation. 

By  a  reference  to  the  act  first  referred  to  in  this  report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  state  have  become  invested  with  all  the  property,  in-  • 
terest  and  privileges  of  this  company  to  their  canal  and  its  appenda- 
ges, without  being  subject  to  any  additional  obligation  in  relation  to 
the  water  privileges. 
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In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  if  the  pro  visions  of  the 
act  of  18*9,  above  referred  to,  should  not  be  carried  into  effect,  we 
are  of  opinion  it  will  best  comport  with  the  public  interest  to  aban- 
don all  control  over  the  present  outlet  of  the  lake,  except  so  far  as 
may  be  necessaiy  to  maintain  its  present  level. 

WM.  C.  BOUCK, 
In  behalf  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
March  18ft,  1830. 
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No.  285/ 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  9,  1830. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Pe- 
ter Renway,  a  Canadian  refugee. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Peter  Renway,  a  Canadian  refugee, 

REPORTED : 

The  petitioner  asks  for  bounty  lands  in  consideration  of  his  re- 
volutionary services ;  and  shows  that  he  was  a  Canadian  refugee, 
who  enlisted  and  served  in  Hazen's  regiment  during  the  revolution- 
ary war. 

The  identity  of  the  petitioner  is  shewn  by  several  depositions ; 
and  the  evidence  of  his  claim  is  further  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  procured  from  the  United  States  a  warrant,  dated  in 
December  last,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land  under  the  act  of  Con* 
gress. 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  seems  to  be  based  on  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances very  similar  to  those  in  the  case  of  Basil  Nadeau,  a  re- 
fugee, for  whose  relief  an  act  was  passed  on  the  25th  of  April  last, 
granting  him  200  acres  of  land. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  [exhibits  evi- 
dence so  strong  in  favor  of  his  application,  as  to  make  it  their  duty 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  same  quantity  of  land  as  was  granted  to  the 
said  Nadeau,  which  they  ask  leave  to  present  to  the  House. 
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No.  286. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  18,  1830. 

COMMUNICATION 

From  the  Regents  of  the  University,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Columbia  College. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York. 

The  Regents  of  the  University  having,  since  their  last  annual  re- 
port to  the  Legislature,  received  from  the  trustees  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege  the  annual  report  of  that  institution,  do  herewith  transmit  a 
copy  thereof  for  the  information  of  the  Legislature. 

By  order  of  the  Regents. 

SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Chancellor. 
G.  HAWLEY,  Secretary. 
Albany,  March  17, 1830. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Trustees  of  Columbia  College  to  the  Regents 
of  the  University. 

The  Trustees  of  Columbia  College  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
honorable  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
the  following  report  of  the  present  state  of  this  institution* 

The  number  of  students  in  the  senior  class  is* *.«•«♦<  19 

do.               "              in  the  junior         " **.<**  23 

do*               <c              in  the  sophomore  "  « *  * ♦ .  *  • .  26 

do,               "              in  the  freshman    "  « «..*....*  33 

Total  number  of  students,....  •••....«•« ...   «<«.   101 

Since  the  last  report  from  the  trustees  to  the  Regents*  the  college 
has  been  deprived*  by  death,  of  its  late  venerable  president,  the 
Rev'd.  Dr.  William  Harris.  His  place  has  been  supplied  by  the 
election  of  the  honorable  William  A<  Duer,  L.  L.  D.,  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  college.  During  the  last  summer,  a  commodious  build- 
ing has  been  erected  in  rear  of  the  college,  upon  Murray-street,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  college  grammar  School.  It  forms  one 
wing  of  the  plan  of  a  large  edifice,  which  at  some  future  day  may  be 
required. 

The  school  is  in  a  very  flourishing  Condition;  consisting  of  lid 
scholars  in  the  classical,  and  60  in  the  English  department,  and 
affords  the  prospect  of  bringing  a  considerable  accession  to  the  num- 
ber of  students  of  the  college.  With  the  view  of  rendering  the 
benefits  of  education  more  generally  accessible  to  the  community  at 
large,  the  system  of  instruction  in  this  institution  has  lately  under- 
gone very  extensive  additions  and  modifications.  The -following 
statute,  passed  by  the  trustees  on  the  16th  of  January  last,  will  put 
the  Regents  in  possession  of  what  has  been  done  in  this  respect. 

"Sec.  1.  The  course  of  instruction  now  existing,  the  integrity  of 
which  shall  in  all  respects  be  preserved,  shall  be  denominated  the 
full  court*.  Another  course  of  instruction  shall  be  established, 
which  shall  be  denominated  the  scientific  and  literary  course;  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  which,  matriculated  students  may  at  their 
option  attend* 
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"  Sec.  2.  The  scientific  and  literary  course  shall  embrace  all  die 
studies  now  pursued  in  the  college,  except  those  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages ;  and  shall  also  include  the  study  of  the  modern 
languages,  and  such  other,  studies  in  literature  and  the  sciences  aa 
may  hereafter  be  annexed  thereto.  The  board  of  the  college  shall 
form  the  students  of  the  scientific  and  literary  course  into  classes, 
whieh  shall  be  attended  by  the  professors  at  such  times,  and  to  such 
an  extent,  as  shall  not  interfere  with  their  duties  to  the  classes  pur* 
suing  the  full  course  of  study. 

"  Sec.  .3.  Persons  not  matriculated  may,  with  the  permission  of  the 
board  of  the  college,  attend  the  scientific  and  literary  course,  or 
any  part  thereof,,  paying  into  the  treasury  of  the  college  the  pre- 
scribed fees. 

"  Sec'  4.  Matriculated  students  who  shall  pass  through  the  scien- 
tific and  literary  course,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board  of  the  college,  shall,  on  the  vote  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
Teceive  testimonials  of  the  same,  to  be  announced  at  the  public  com- 
mencement. 

"  Sec.  5.  The  fees  paid  by  each  student  in  the  scientific  and  literary 
course,  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  dollars  per  annum,  for  each  professor 
whom  he  may  attend ;  which  fees  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  college. 

"  Sec.  6.  The  professors  of  the  languages  shall  form  classes,  con- 
sisting of  the  matriculated  students,  graduates,  and  others,  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarged  instruction  in  Greek  and  Roman  literature;  the 
fees  to  be  the  same,  and  to  be  appropriated  as  prescribed  in  the 
preceding  section. 

"  Sec.  7.  Those  professors,  a  portion  of  whose  course  is  conduct- 
ed by  lecture,  may,  at  their  lectures,  unite  the  classes  of  the  two 
courses. 

"  Sec.  8.  Matriculated  students  pursuing  the  scientific  and  literary 
course,  are  not  prohibited  from  professional  studies  or  pursuits. 

"  Sec.  9.  Public  lectureships  shall  be  established  in  the  following A 
departments — Greek  literature  ;  Latin  literature ;  Oriental  litera- 
ture ;  English  literature ;  French,  Italian,  Spanish  and  German  lite- 
rature :  Chemistry  and  its  applications ;  Mechanics  and  Machines ; 
Mineralogy  and  Geology ;  Architecture  and  civil  Engineering;  Intel- 
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lectual  Philosophy  ;  Moral  Philosophy  ;  Elocution ;  the  Law  of 
Nations  and  Constitutional  Laws ;  Political  Economy ;  Mathematical 
Science ;  Experimental  Philosophy  ;  Physical  and  Practical  Astro- 
nomy. 

"  Sec.  10.  These  lectures,  as  to  the  times  and  places  of  delivery, 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  board  of  the  college,  and  shall  be 
open  to  all  persons  who  may  choose  to  attend.  The  professors  ihay, 
at  their  option,  be  lecturers  ;  and  the  other  lecturers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  trustees.  The  lecturers  shall  fix  and  receive 
the  fees  of  admission  to  their  respective  lectures. 

"  Sec.  11.  The  corporation  of  the  city  of  New-York,  the  trustees 
of  the  high  school  of  the  said  city,  the  trustees  of  the  New- York 
public  school  society,  the  trustees  or  directors  of  the  Clinton  Hall 
association,  of  the  mercantile  library  association,  and  of  the  mechanic 
and  scientific  institution,  the  general  society  of  mechanics  and  trades? 
men  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  such  other  societies-  as  the  trus- 
tees may  from  time  to  time  designate,  shall  each  be  entitled  to  have 
always  two  students  educated  in  the  college,  free  of  all  charges  of 
tuition. 

"  Sec.  12.  Every  religious  denomination  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
by  its  authorised  representatives,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  always 
one  student,  who  may  be  designed  for  the  ministry,  educated  in  the 
college  free  of  charges  of  tuition: N 

"  Sec.  ,18.  Any  person  or  persons  who  may  fotind  a  scholarship 
to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  one 
student  educated  in  the  college  free  of  all  charges  of  tuition.  This 
right  may  be  transferred  to  others.  The  scholarship  shall  bear  such 
name  as  the  founder  or  founders  may  designate, 

uSec.  14.  Any  religious  denomination,  or  any  pferson  or  persons 
who  shall  endow  a  professorship  in  the  classics  in  political,  mathema- 
tical or  physical  science,  or  in  the  literature  of  any  of  the  ancient  or 
modern  languages,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  shall 
forever  havte  the  right  of  nominating  a  professor  for  the  same,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  board  of  trustees,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
by  the  same  tenure  as  the  other  professors  of  the  college  ;  the 
nomination  to  be  made  by  the  authorised  representatives  of  the  re- 
ligious community,  or  by  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  make  the 
endowment,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  he  or  they  may  designate. 
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The  proceeds  of  the  endowment  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  salarp 
of  the  professor. 

"Sec.  15.  The  department  of  rhetoric  and  belles  lettres,  including 
die  English  language  and  English  literature,  shall  be  assigned  to  the 
president;  who  shall  exercise  the  students  frequently  in  English 
composition,  elocution  and  forensic  disputations,  with  a  view  to  their 
acquiring  just  sentiments  as  well  as  correct  style ;  he  shall  also,  at 
his  discretion,  assign  to  them  the  subjects  on  which  they  are  to 
write,  or  which  they  are  to  discuss.  The  president  shall  give  in- 
struction by  lectures  or  otherwise,  on  the  evidences  of  the  Christian 
religion  in  general,  but  not  on  the  nature  or  evidences  of  its  doctrines 
as  professed  by  any  particular  denomination  of  Christians." 

Subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  above  statute,  the  following 
professors  and  lecturers  have  been  appointed,  viz : 

The  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Turner,  D.  D.  professor  of  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage and.  literature. 

Mariand  Velasquez  de  la  Cadenea,  professor  of  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage and  literature. 

The  Rev.  Man  ton  Earlburn,  lecturer  on  poetry. 

William  H.  Ellet,  M.  D.  lecturer  on  elementary  chemistry. 

The  style  of  the  adjunct  professor  of  languages  has  lately  been 
changed,  and  in  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Hon- 
John  Jay,  has  been  altered  to  that  of  the  Jay  professor  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages ;  and  the  instruction  of  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  above  languages,  has  been  added  to  the  duties  of  his  depart' 
ment. 

The  trustees  are  at  present  engaged  in  carrying  into  effect  a  plan 
for  throwing  open  the  college  grounds  between  the  west  end  of  the 
college  building  and  Chapel-street ;  and  for  widening  and  improving 
that  street.  By  these  arrangements,  that  portion  of  Chapel-street 
which  has  heretofore  been  an  uncleanly  and  disagreeable  place,  will 
be  rendered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  situations  in  the 
city.  Some  addition  of  revenue  will  also  be  obtained  by  means  of 
these  new  arrangements. 

The  trustees  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  the  dicipline  of 
the  college  continues  to  be  maintained  with  undiminished  jrigour ; 
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and  that  the  conduct  and  improvement  of  the  students  in  general,  is 
such  as  to  do  honor  to  themselves  and  to  reflect  credit  upon  their 
instructors* 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[l.  s.}  C.  C.  MOORE,  Clerk. 

NeuhYorki  March  11, 1830. 

A  true  copy, 

G.  HAWLET,  Secretary. 
Abam/i  March  17, 1880. 
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No.  287. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  17,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  for  draining  the  Cayuga 
Marshes. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-Fork. 

The  Commissioners  for  draining  the  Cayuga  marshes 

Respectfully  Report  as  follows  : 

We  are  aware  that  it  might  have  been  expected  that  we  would 
make  our  report  before  the  first  day  of  this  month ;  but  having  peti- 
tioned for  a  committee  that  should  be  empowered  forthwith  to  inves- 
tigate our  proceedings,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  monies  expended, 
and  personally  to  view  the  state  of  the  works  and  note  the  effects 
produced ;  and  further,  to  examine,  scrutinize  and  report  upon,  as 
far  as  they  should  think  proper,  all  such  matters  and  things  as  should 
in  any  way  respect  the  operations  under  olir  direction  ;  we  thought 
it  respectful  and  proper  to  wait  for  the  determination  of  the  legisla- 
ture respecting  our  petition.  But  as  we  have  not  yet  learned  the  re- 
sult of  f>ur  application,  we  now  make  the  communication  required 

by  law. 

-» 

When  we  made  our  last  annual  report,  we  expected  that  we 
should  be  able  to  finish  the  works  in  the  course  of  the  then  current 
year;  but  on  the  sinking  of  the  waters  some  bars  appeared  which 
had  not  previously  been  considered  as  serious  obstructions,  but 
which,  according  to  the  advice  of  David  Thomas,  Esq.  our  engineer, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  remove.  **  And  it  was  also  discovered,  that 
some  bars,  which  we  had  hoped  would  be  swept  away  by  the  acce- 
lerated current  of  the  river,  remained  unmoved,  and  some  bars  in 
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the  bed  of  the  river  were  found  to  be  more  difficult  of  excavation 
than  had  been  expected.  Thus  it  became  evident  that  it  would  take 
a  longer  time  and  would  require  a  greater  expenditure  than  we  had 
contemplated,  to  complete  the  works. 

Since  our  last  report  we  have  completed  the  removal  of  the  danp 
and  other  obstructions  at  each  end  of  the  great  ditch,  at  Jack's  reefs ; 
cut  a  channel  from  each  end  of  the  drain  into  the  deep  waters  of  the 
river ;  removed  a  large  amount  of  loose  stones  and  rocks  from  the 
bed  of  the  river,  at  the  reefs ;  cut  a  channel  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
on  the  upper  bar  of  the  reefs,  about  seventy  lods  long,  one  hundred 
and  forty  feet  wide,  and  two  feet  deep ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  same 
cut,  sunk  a  channel  still  deeper  by  two  feet,  seventy  rods  long,  and 
seventy  feet  wide.  Also  excavated,  on  the  lower  bar  of  the  reefs, 
another  channel,  seventy  rods  long,  one  hundred  feet  wide,  and  two 
feet  deep,  and  carried  the  earth  and  other  materials,  and  deposited 
them,  upon  the  banks  of  the  river.  More  than  fifteen  thousand  six 
hundred  cubic  yards  have  been  excavated  at  the  bars  on  the  reefs. 
After  doing  which,  we  proceeded  up  the  river  and  removed  a  con- 
siderable bar  at  Ward's  bridge,  about  six  miles  from  the  reefs,  and 
another  still  further  up  the  river,  at  Cooper's  rapids ;  made  a  large 
and  important  cut  at  Musquito  point ;  removed  a  bar  at  Hpwland's 
bridge,  and  two  more  at  Campbell's  island,  and  finished  our  opera- 
lions  for  the  season,  by  excavating  an  important  channel  at  Bluff 
point,  about  seventeen  miles  up  the  river  from  Jack's  reefs,  and 
three  miles  beltftor  the  village  of  Montezuma. 

These  operations  have  been  carried  on  by  the  advice  and  under 
the  direction  of  t)avid  Thomas,  Esq.,  who  is  designated  by  law  as 
the  engineer  of  the  works. 

The  total  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  treasury  of  the  state, 
on  account  of  these  works,  is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
sum  not  paid  out,  and  which  now  remains  in  the  hands  of  our  trea- 
surer, is  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars. 

We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  effect  a  settlement  with  William  L. 
Perce,  a  contractor,  but  there  is  now  a  prospect  that  it  will  soon  be 
done. 

The  accounts  of  Elijah  Somen,  for  the  last  work  done  on  the 
river,  remain  unsettled. 
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Claims  for  damages  done  to  land  by  cutting  the  ditch  at  Jade's 
reefs,  and  for  timber  used  there,  have  not  been  liquidated. 

How  much  would  remain  in  the  hands  of  our  treasurer,  after  ad- 
justing and  paying  all  the  lawful  claims  against  the  works,  cannot  be 
exactly  stated;  but  we  presume  that  the  sum  would  be  small. 

The  effects  produced  by  our  operations  are  highly  gratifying. 
While  about  one  half  of  the  river  passes  through  the  ditch  at 
Jack's  reefs,  the  other  half  now  glides  within  the  new  excavation, 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  below  the  old  channel. 

The  water  at  Cross  lake,  about  one  half  of  a  mile  above  the 
ditch,  has  been  sunk,  by  our  works,  five  feet ;  at  Musquito  point, 
twelve  miles  above  the  reefs,  four  feet ;  at  Bluff  point,  seventeen 
miles  from  the  reefs,  where  our  last  operation  was  performed,  more 
than  three  feet ;  at  Montezuma,  three  miles  further  up  the  river,  at 
the  open  marshes,  at  least  two  feet ;  and  a  manifest  and  conside- 
rable sinking  of  the  waters  of  Cayuga  lake  has  been  effected. 

The  currents  of  the  Seneca  river  and  the  Cayuga  outlet,  have 
been  greatly  accelerated,  and  the  waters  rendered  more  pure. 

The  Cayuga  marsh  lands,  which,  if  no  draining  operations  had 
been  performed,  would  undoubtedly  be  at  this  time  completely  un- 
der water,  are  now  more  than  two  feet  above  the  surface  of  the 
river ;  and  during  the  last  summer,  they  were  at  least  three  feet 
above  the  water.  More  than  thirty  acres  of  those  lands  lying  near 
Montezuma,  were  finely  ploughed,  the  latter  part  of  the  last  season, 
with  a  view  to  cultivation  next  summer ;  and  we  are  gratified  in 
the  belief  that  a  much  greater  quantity  will  be  ploughed  and  culti- , 
vated  during  the  next  season. 

We  think  sufficient  evidence  has  already  been  given,  to  satisfy 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  great  objects  in  view  are  clearly 
attainable ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  lands  can  be  effectually  reclaim- 
ed, and  the  health  of  the  country  greatly  improved. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  state  what,  in  our  opinion,  as  well  as  in 
the  opinion  of  David  Thomas,  Esq.,  is  necessary  hereafter  to  be 
done. 

A  large  bar,  forming  a  very  serious  obstruction  in  the  river,  lies 
opposite  the  open  marshes,  between  Bluff  point  and  Montezuma. 
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A  proper  channel  cut  through  this  bar,  must  necessarily  and  very 


considerably  lower  the  water  in  the  rivers  along  the  greater  extent 
of  the  marshes  to  Martin's  rapids. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  excavate  a  channel  at  Martin's  rapids, 
which  will  sink  the  waters  of  Seneca  river,  as  far  as  to  the  foot  of 
Cayuga  lake. 

Some  excavation  must  also  be  made  at  the  foot  of  the  lake ;  and 
we  agree  in  opinion  with  the  engineer,  that  it  will  be  proper  and 
necessary  to  enlarge,  in  some  degree,  the  channels  at  Jack's  reefs, 
and  at  some  places  between  the  reefs  and  Montezuma. 

During  the  progress  of  the  works  under  our  direction,  we  have 
met  with  great  embarrassments,  and  have  been  put  to  much  ex- 
pense, by  the  unfortunate  management  of  some  of  the  contractors  ; 
and  we  feel  ourselves  constrained  to  say,  particularly,  that' our  ope- 
rations have  been  much  impeded,  and  that  we  have  sustained  serious 
damage  and  losses,  from  the  unjust  claims  and  wanton  persecution 
of  Royal  Torrey  and  Patrick  S.  Sinnott. 

Some  months  after  William  L.  Perce  left  the  works,  we  for  the 
first  time  heard  that  Sinnott  claimed  to  be  a  partner  of  Perce,  in 
the  contract  under  which  Perce  had  .been  acting ;  and  in  a  short 
time,  we  ascertained  that  Sinnott,  under  a  pretence  that  a  just  debt 
was  due  to  Torrey  from  the  alleged  partnership,  had  confessed  in 
his  own  name,  a  judgment  to  Torrey,  for  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. An  execution  was  issued  on  said  judgment,  and  delivered  to 
the  sheriff  of  Onondaga  county,  who  levied  on  horses,  various  im- 
plements, and  xrther  property  which  had  been  used  on  the  drain  for 
prosecuting  the  works,  and  which  had  been  pledged  to  us  by  Perce 
for  the  performance  of  his  contract ;  and  the  same  were  sold  on 
said  execution,  by  the  sheriff.  The  property  was  in  our  possession 
at  the  time  the  sheriff  sold  it,  and  was  afterwards  sold  by  us  for  the 
benefit  of  the  works.  Numerous  suits  have  been  commenced  by 
Torrey,  to  recover  the  same ;  and  a  system  of  persecution  has  been 
pursued  by  him  and  Sinnott.  We  are  well  assured  and  entirely 
confident,  that  no  partnership  existed  between  Perce  and  Sinnott 
We  made  the  contract  with  Perce  alone,  and  without  hearing  a  hint 
or  suggestion  from  Sinnott  or  any  other  person,  that  he  was  a  part- 
ner. Sinnott  acted  on  the  job  in  the  professed  character  of  agent 
or  clerk  for  Perce,  and  made  no  pretence  of  being  a  partner,  until 
months  after  Perce  left  the  works ;  and  we  are  well  assured,  that  at 
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die  time  Sinnott  confessed  said  judgment  in  favor  of  Tonrey,  Perce  • 
was  in  no  way  indebted  to  Torrey,  but  that,  on  the  contrary  there- 
of, Torrey  was  then  justly  indebted*  to  Perce  to  the  amount  of  about 
six  hundred  dollars.  ' 

» 
Aware  of  the  misrepresentations  made  and  propagated  by  these 
two  men,  and  a  few  others  instigated  by  them,  we  thought  it  our  du- 
ty to  apply  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  make  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  our  doings,  conscious  that  although  we  might  hav6  erred 
in  judgment,  the  most  malignant  enemy  could  not  bring  an  thing  to 
impeach,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  moral  honesty  of  any  part  of 
our  proceedings. 

We  herewith  present  a  letter,  addressed  to  us  by  a  respectable 
portion  of  the  landholders,  expressing  their  wish  for  a  further  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the 
works ;  and  we  heartily  concur  with  them  in  asking  that  the  hono- 
rable Legislature  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the  suih  they  name,  or 
such  other  sum  as  shall  be  deemed  meet  and  proper.  We  indulge 
the  hope  that  the  conservators  of  the  public  health  will  continue  to 
encourage  an  undertaking  so  nearly  completed,  and  which  promises 
so  much  for  the  salubrity  and  prosperity  of  so  large  ft  tract  of 
country. 

JOHN  JAKWAY  , 
JETHRO  WOOD, 
Dated  March  10, 1830.  Cammisrionen. 
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To  John  Jakwat  &  Jbthro  Wood,  Esquire, 

Commiasionera  far  draining  the  Cayuga  Martha. 
.Gentlemen — Being  owners  of  parts  of  the  Cayuga  marshes  and 
swamp  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Seneca  river,  and  about,  the  Cayu- 

S.  lake,  we  feel  pleasure  in  declaring  our  opinion  and  belief  that 
e  important  works  committed  to  your  charge,  have  been  faithfully 
and  judiciously  managed  by  you,  and  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous 
,  and  encouraging  condition. 

Considering  what  has  already  been  effected,  we  are  entirely  sa- 
tisfied that  with  the  use  of  a  proper  amount  of  funds,  the  great  ob- 
jects in  view  will  be  attained,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  lands  will  be 
effectually  reclaimed,  and  the  health  of  the  country  greatly  im- 
proved. 

We  have  full  confidence  in  the  judgment  and  skill  of  David  Tho- 
mas, esq.,  the  able  engineer  appointed  by  the  State  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  works,  which  are  now  under  your  direction.  We 
are  aware  that  he  reported  to  the  Legislature,  that  to' complete  the 
operations,  would  require  the  expenditure  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  and  we  learn  that  he  is  still  of  that 
opinion.  And  we  are  also  informed  that  the  amount  of  money  aK 
1  ready  appropriated  by  the  state  is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  that  sum  has  been  nearly  expended.  We  therefore,  ear- 
nestly ask  you  to  apply  to  the  present  Legislature,  for  a  further  ap- 
propriation of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  we  are  sa- 
tisfied, would  enable  you  successfully  to  finish  the  works. 

We  tender  you  our  best  thanks  for  your  faithful  and  efficient  at- 
tention to  the  duties  enjoined  by  your  commission,  and  beg  you  to 
continue  your  efforts,  until  all  tjie  necessary  operations  shall  be 
finished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friends,  and  obedient  servants. 
Humphrey  Howland,  Alfred  Hovey, 

John  W.  Hulbert,  Asher  Tyler, 

E.  Burnham,  W.  Mynderse, 

John  Wood,     *  W.  S.  De  Zeng, 

Loring  Willard,  B.  Whiting, 

Geo.  W.  Fitch,  .  Thos.  J.  AJsop. 

January  25th,  1830. 
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No.  288. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  11,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Dover  and  Union-Vale  Turnpike 
Road  Pompany  and  others,  for  an  alteration  of 
their  charter. 

Mr.  Oakley,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Dover  and  Union- Vale  turn- 
pike road  company  and  others,  praying  for  an  alteration  in  their 
charter, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  no  directors  for  the  said  company 
have  been  chosen  ;  that  about  three  miles  of  the  east  part  of  the 
site  of  the  contemplated  road  passes  through  a  fertile  and  well  set- 
tled country,  where  the  roads  are  now  reasonably  good,  and  where 
the  inhabitants  are  able  to  keep  them  so ;  that  the  remaining  part  of 
the  site  of  the  said  contemplated  road,  being  about  seven  miles  in 
length,  passes  through  a  sterile,  rough,  mountainous  and  thinly  in- 
habited region,  and  where  a  turnpike  road  will  greatly  promote  the 
public  convenience.  Thus  great  difference  of  opinion  exists,  as  to 
where  the  said  road  shall  run,  after  it  passes  over  the  rough  region 
aforesaid ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  the 
commissioners  cannot  probably  get  persons  to  subscribe  for  the 
stock  of  the  said  company ;  that  if  the  Legislature  will  authorise 
said  company  to  omit  making  the  said  road  over  the  three  miles 
aforesaid,  the  said  stock  will  probably  be  taken  up ;  that  in  this  case 
all  the  essential  objects  contemplated  by  the  charter  will  have  been 
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accomplished  ;  that  there  is  no  remonstrance  against  the  prayer,  and 
that  the  legal  notices  have  been  duly  given. 

Your  committee  believing  the  aforesaid  statements  to  be  true,  re- 
commend that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  accordingly. 


Digitized  by  UOOQ IC 


No,  289. 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  19,  1830. 


REPORT 

Of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures, relative  to  the  duties  of  the  inspection 
of  flour  for  the  City  of  New-York. 

Mr.  Quackenboss,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  trade 
and  manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  this  House 
on  the  20th  February  last,  requiring  them  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  dividing  the  duties  of  the  inspector  of  flour  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  as  to  make  the  inspection  of  wheat  flour,  and  that  of 
rye  flour  and  meal,  two  distinct  offices,  begs  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  believe  it 
impracticable  and  improper  to  pass  a  law  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  contained  in  said  resolution.  Since  the  above  resolution 
«ame  before  the  committee,  a  personal  application  has  been  made  to 
the  committee,  aided  by  some  petitioners  from  the  city  of  New-York, 
the  cities  of  Albany  and  Troy,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  divide  the 
office  of  flour  inspector  for  the  city  of  New-York,  so  as  to  create  one 
inspector  of  domestic  flour,  and  another  for  the  inspection  of  foreign 
flour. 

A  majority  of  the  committee  have  agreed  to  report  a  bill :  To  this 
the  minority  dissent,  for  the  following  reasons.  During  the  session 
of  1828,  an  attempt'  was  made  to  divide  the  duties  of  flour  inspector 
for  the  city  of  New- York.  This  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  (see  Journal  of  that  year,  page  216,)  of  which  the 
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Hon.  Mr.  Eno*  wai  chairman.  The  report  of  that  committee  b$ars 
with  such  force  upon  this  question,  that  the  House  will  pardon  the 
minority  of  said  committee  for  inserting  an  extract  therefrom.  It  is 
as  follows :  • 

"  The  petitioners  ask  an  alteration  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
inspection  of  flour,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  three  inspectors  in 
said  city ;  .the  city  to  be  divided  into  three  inspection  districts ;  the 
inspectors  to  serve  alternately  in  each ;  the  fees  to  be  equally  di- 
vided ;  and  said  three  inspectors  to  form  aboard  of  appeal,  to  whom 
the  manufacturers  and  venders  of  flour  may  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  either 'of  the  inspectors  in  deciding  the  quality  of  their  flour. 
The  principal  alteration  sought;  is  a  board,  to  whom  the  manufac- 
turers or  venders  of  flour,  conceiving  themselves  aggrieved  by  a 
decision  of  the  quality  of  their  flour,  may  appeal.  It  will  readily  be 
perceived,  that  if  such  a  provision  had  any  effect,  it  would  be  to  in- 
jure the  reputation  of  the  great  staple  of  this  State ;  for  appeals  are 
asked  on  one  side  only  of  the  question,  viz.  to  raise  it.  And  the 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  effect  would  be  the  more 
certain  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  when  the  seventeenth  chap- 
ter of  the  Erst  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes  becomes  a  law  ;  which 
directs  a  certain  quality  of  flour  to  be  branded  extra  superfine.  For 
the  agents  of  Jhe  petitioners  admitted  that  the  western  flour  is  from 
ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  better  in  quality  than  the  flour  manufactured 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  :  consequently  the  New-York  ma- 
nufactures would  have  an  additional  inducement  to  appeal.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if  there  should  be  three  inspectors, 
each  having  Control  of  a  certain  district,  there  would  be  a  great  pro- 
bability that  the  flour  branded  a  certain  quality,  would  be  found 
variant,  than  if  the  whole  was  under  the  control  of  one  person.'' 

The  same  objections  (contained  in  this  extract)  to  the  plan  then 
proposed,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
bill  now  presented. 

The  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  tend  to  consolidate 
the  duties  required  of  inspectors  of  the  products  of  our  common 
country,  without  reference  to  locality  of  manufacturing,  induce 
the  minority  of  your  committee  to  believe  that  it  was  intended  to 
create  a  head  of  each  department,  where  responsibility  would  be 
placed  and  felt,  without  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  collision 
in  opinion  of  men  holding  similar  offices.  The  quality  of  the  article 
would  be  as  variant  as  the  individual  opinions  of  the  inspectors. 
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The  minority  of  jour  committee  conceive  the  creating  a  distinc- 
tion between  domestic  manufactures  and  those  manufactures  out  of 
the  State,  would  create  invidious  distinctions  between  our  own  State 
and  our  sister  States,  which  all  good  men  would  deplore.  How  are 
the  inspectors  to  distinguish  between  the  quality  of  flour  brought 
from  Ohio,  Michigan,  fee*  through  the  canals  to  the  New-York  mar- 
ket, from  that  of  our  western  flour  coming  through  the  same  channel? 
Both  will  be  manufactured  from  the  same  quality  of  wheat.  What 
character  is  the  flour  manufactured  within  this  State  from  southern 
wheat,  to  assume  ?. 

To  illustrate  the  impracticability  of  the  plan  proposed,  we  will 
suppose  the  distinction  of  foreign  and  domestic  flour  here  proposed, 
should  extend  to  ashes,  provisions,  fish,  leather,  and  distilled  spiAts. 
How  often  would  inspectors  be  brought  in  collision ;  and  what  pos- 
sible benefits  could  result  to  the  buyer  and  seller  of  those  products  ? 
Would  not  incalculable  mischiefs  ensue  ? 

Having  viewed  this  subject  in  ever^  possible  light,  we  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  no  possible  good  would  result  from  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law,  but  that  if  would  create  a  positive  evil.  . 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitfed. 
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No.  290. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

March  8,  1830. 


REPORT 

t 
Of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
in  the  town  of  Lima,  for  the  incorporation  of  a  fire 
company. 

Mr.  J.  Dickson,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  in  the  town  of 
Lima  in  the  county  of  Livingston,  praying  that  .they  might  be  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  the  Lima  repulse  fire  engine  company, 

REPORTED: 

That  the  petitioners  have  associated  together  and  purchased  a 
fire  engine  to  aid  them  in  preventing  the  destruction  of  property  in 
said  village,  by  fire ;  that  the  village  consists  of  about  forty  dwel- 
ling houses  and  stores,  besides* mechanics'  shops  and  out-houses ;  and 
that  before  the  purchase  of  said  engine,  no  efficient  measures  were 
provided  to  extinguish  and  prevent  the  spread  of  fires. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  o£  the  petitioners 
is  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  they  have  prepared  a  bill 
accordingly,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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